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INTJlODtJCTION. 



i . J. History qfthe ensuing, trad — alarming stale 
ofthi coanUj arid the consiitutkm. 

' . ■ > 

Tnz foUomng littk Jkract was written as bog 9ga as 
M the yevt H69. U was oStred it tht tiibeto one of 
the lime-servidg dfily prints, in which other pap^ks 
' b« 1^ same subject had already foUnd adioittance. Np 
lyaine was sent mth it: and, the ifrentbercock hbiag at 
that time upon ifaelturn, insertion was declined* 

From that time to ]the priesent, despair of use kept 
4his, together wiih {so many other papersi <poii thie 
•heif. In a slate of things, such a)i thie present^ if In 
'any, they possess a chaiice of finding jreadets.rHSad 
condition of human nature ! until the cup of calatotiy, 
fnixt iipbyiqaisruie, has heen drunk to the very 
:<lregs» niever^has' the. mah a oham^ of being heard, 
who woixid keep it .firom men*B lips. 

For a long time past had the necessity,— -and not 
only the necessity, but supposing it attainable, the uii- 
^^g^ro\jipfitlu^rr9f:^:ff^^ and that 
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a radical one, 'presented itself to any mind, if not in a 
light as yet sufficiently clear for communication, at 
any rate in the strongest colours. Long had this sole 
possible remedy against the otherwise mortal disease of 
misrule, been regarded by me as the country's only 
hope. Long had I beheld, and not long after did 
I delineate the road to national ruin, in the economy 
of Edmund Burke^ adopted and inforced under William 
Pitt^ by the pen of his confidential adviser, Mr. Rose, 
The first of these sketches is already before the ' 
public f the other will soon be so. 

Drawn on, in the road to that gulph, from those times 
down to the present, — the country^ if my eyes do npt 
deceive me, is already at the very brink :— reform or 
convulsion, such is the alternative. How faint so ever 
the hope of its being attainable, — I for one, under the 
disease under which I see the country lingering, cannot 
discover any other than this one possible remedy. Of 
the composition of it — ^such as in my conception it 
must be, to be productiveof any effect — some concep- 
tion was and is now endeavoured to be given in the 
ensuing little tract. On the subject of the necessity, 
more than a few introductory pages cannot at this^ 
time, and in this place, be spared. To give any ade* 
quate conception of it would require a much larger 
work. 

For the destruction of every thing by which the 
constitution of this country has ever been distinguished 
to its advantage, no additional measures need be em- 
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ployed: let but the principles already avowed continue 
to be avowed — let but the course of action, dictated by 
those principles, be persevered in — the consumtnatioa 
is effected. 

Gagging Bills — ^suspension of the Habeas Corpus 
Act — ^interdiction of all communication between roan 
and mail for any such purpose as that of complaint or 
reoiedy — ^all these have already become precedent- 
all these are in preparation — ^all these are regarded 
aa things of course* 

The pit is already dug : one after anolheri or alt 
together, the securities called English liberties will be 
cast into it. With the sacred name of reform oo 
their lips, and nothing better than riot or pillage in 
their hearts, let but a dozen or a score of obscure des- 
peradoes concert mischief in a garret or an alehouse, 
fear will be pretended, prudence and wisdom mi- 
micked — ^honest cowards will be made to acquiesce 
and to co-operate by feigned cowardice: — for the trans- 
gression of the dozen or the score, the million will 
be punished, and from the subjects of a disguised 
despotism will be made such under a despotism in 
fbrm, to which disguise is no longer necessary: — ^such 
is the state of things, for which it is time for every man 
to prepare himself. 

As for the Habeas Corpus AcU better the statute* 
book were rid of it. Standing or lying as it does, up one 
day, down another, — it serves but to swell the list of 
shajD-securities, with which, to keep up the delusion, 
the pages of our law books are defiled. When no main 
has need of it, then it is that it stands : comes a time 
when it might be of use, and then it is suspended. 

a % 
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f 5i. Mast prominent pre&eni grievmce^ ganiacniJ 
ing France. 

Thb plains, or heights, or whatsoever they are, tif 
Waterloa — will one day^ be pointed to by the Kistf^riari 
as the grave — ^not only of French but of^ngl«h 
liberties. Not of France alone, bnit of Britain with 
her, was the conquest consummated in the Nether^ 
latnds. Whatsoever has been done and is doin^ in 
¥'rance, will soon be done in Britafin. Reader, would 
you wish to know the lot designed for you ? Look td 
^France, there you may behold it. 

In France, on the subject of their common interests, 
no longer can any information be received through tht 
channel of any newspaper, other than those which 
are not only instruments, but avowed instruments, iit > 
the hands of the ruling despotism : no longer from any 
source any information that has not for its object de- 
ception — constant and universal deception : informa- 
tion in which, with a degree of anxiety ptoportionlitie 
to its importance, truth is suppressed, and by whicti 
pernicious error is circulated and inculcated. A news- 
paper, into which any expression can find its "^ay, by 
which the ^[feelings** of V great characters'' in their 
high situations can in any decree be " A«r/''^(and 
is it possible they should not be hurt, as often 
as 2(ny misdeeds of their's are exposed?) any -such 
source of instruction is in tiiat country a no longer 
tblerable nuisance. The saine causes Will pre* 
duiie the same effects: the satne <^ great c^haratrteri'* 
by which the monster of anarchy has so happily been 
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crushed in France — by these same exalted persons ml\ 
the same monster be. crushed in Britain. 

There they are — our fifty thousand men, ^rith the 
conqueror of French and English liberties — the pro- 
tector of the Bourbons — the worthy vanquisher anc) 
successor to Bonaparte at the head of them : there they 
are — and, until every idea of good goverfitaent — 
every idea of any thing better than the most absolute 
despotism — has been weeded out:— pnce more as tho- 
roughly weeded out by the Bourbons, as ever it ha4 
been by Bonaparte. There it is that the whole of 
them, or whatsoever part may be deemed sufficient 
for the purpose, are destined to continue. 

There they are^ and for what is it that they wer^ 
planted there? — For security ? For the security of Bri: 
tons? for the security of Frenchmen? for the security 
of Germans? for the security of Neiherlanders ? fo^ 
the security of any other race of men under the sun f 
— ^impossible* 

Had the security, of any thing but the universal 
despotism which produced it, been the object of that 
new Holy I^eagiie, by which aU France is put under a 
garrison, — the means of security were as obvious as the 
efficacy of them was certain, — apd in comparison witl]^ 
the existing ones, the mode|( 9nd forms lenient to the 
Vanquished. Blow up all their fortification^ without 
exception: carry off aU their caqnon : destroy all their 
^senals and thf^ir founderles : destroy all their manu* 
£ictorie9 of arqis of every kind : leave them not ^ fowU 
ing piece: mark out for predicted vepge^npe ev^ry afr- 
teiqpt to set up another found^ry:-7*p9rcel oujt half tbi^ 
coan^< among ,t|ica|lif39; or^. shovfld any such p^tti; 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



n 

tion be too dangerous to Christian charity among the 
crowned and newly-christianized Christians, divide 
the whole Into any number of lots. Yes : though the 
whole country were parcelled out into lots, — still| iF 
in each lot men were left to take (heir own measureir 
for the preservation of what was left to them, — all 
these inflictions put together would have been mercy, 
in comparison of that of fastening upon their shoul- 
ders the old man of the woods, with his 150,000 
foreign guards. 

For the moment, in respect ofsuijeclicn and absence 
of every thing that ever went under the name of liberty^ 
France is hut what she was. Exit the old weathercock, 
enter the idtras^ and then Spain will be to France the 
model of good government. Then, under the protec* 
tion of the Waterloo conqueror and his employers, 
the wardrobe of the Holy Virgin will be supplied 
Irith a new gown, and every prison in the country with 
^ new set of torture-boots and thumb-screws. 

Let him who thinks himself able, figure to himself 
a case in which there would not be a demand — an ade* 
quate demand-^for the system of garrisoning France; 
— on the supposition that the existence of any such dt^ 
mand has place at present. The demand is composed 
of^(7jjj^i7i7i>x,^^-con verted, it is alledged, into practical 
artainties by past facts. There have been Septembrians 
and anarchists ; — ergo^ no sooner does France cease to 
be garrisoned by us, than* the reign of those miscreants 
will recommence. There has been one Napoleon 
Bonaparte : ergo^ no sooner does France cease to be 
garrisoned by us, than in comes either the self-samCi 
oreMCtly such another. Well; — these past events, 
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mho it lliere ibat tan cause thtm not to^ havc: 
had. place? Nobody. Welltheo; never, never caii| 
It ceaie — ^the necessity of garrisoning France with 
£oglish armies. 

• Ooce more. — ^For what then is it that France ha^ 
been, is now, and by the blessing of God is destined to 
be for ever, garrisoned ? Is it for security ? Is it for^hi^ 
keeping ont anarchy ? Is it for the keeping out bad go- 
vernment? Alas, no: to any such object never, never 
has any real fear attached itself: the healing — the n^o-» 
derately monarchical — constitution, on which, at their 
entrance, the despots set their perfidious foot, woul4 
that have been bad government? No: it was not for 
keeping out bad^ it was for keeping out good govern^ 
mcnt. Under wha^spever form it might have been est^*: 
blished — constitutional monarchy, or upon the model 
of the American United Sutes, democracy — iher^ was 
the real object of terror, to all the newly re-chrisr 
tianized crowned heads, — and to their loyal and 
correspondenily pious, — coroneti^, and not yet i:orot 
neted advisers. 

There they are — but happily wiih the Atlantic her 
tween us and . them-^tbe never sufficiently accursed 
United States. There they are — livings and (oh hor< 
ror!) flourishing — and sq flourishing! flourishing' 
under a government so essentially ilUgitiwutei Oh, 
what a reproach to legitimacy ! Oh what a reproach, 
a never to be expunged reproach, to our own matchlesa 
constitution* — matchless in rotten borpughs and sine* 
cm'es ! Oh, had they but one neck — 'these misqreants ! 
Ten times, twenty times, any number of times, the 
blood spilt at Waterloo, would be well spent iq cut^ 
ting it* There they are, with their prosperity the ef* 
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feet: there they are, wkh thek gobd gotntfrm&enl^^ 
lllieir matcht^s good^govenitnent-^dfe ^aufteofit* 

Tliere they iire^ — but happltyi, ydith urctfaoiwinti 
leagues of sea between us and them — ihe ttn^ miUiwit 
of two-legged swihe, #itli (hie ille^traiaef atut the 
Unencumbered and tiodisturbed |Mx>9perity inc whicli 
they Wallow; 

Butho^ — suppose* the sam^, or ei' similar accufsed 
^overnitient, with the acdursed prD^riiy^ tranerpls»it^ 
edfrom that blesseddistanee—plaritisd under our very 
noses: plknted with no mc^re than-oiHi^atid^twenty miles 
dfsca to dilute thesteneb of it. Without 6o>mruoh lis a 
single listless ptace, needless plaee, overpaid place, unmtrit^ 
id pension — not to speak o{ smecnres — Ho not so mutth 
ab z peerage, to settlie a borough or buy ofiP a country 
gentleman — suppose these miscireaMs — not one of 
them re^christianized— not one of them occupied in 
embroidering a robe for the Holy Virgin — debatmg^ 
aiMl resolving, and enacting*— without so much as x 
sitigte bayonet to secure good drd^n to* their deiibe> 
rations: — resolving and enacting, and like their acf- 
cursed preceptors and fore;runners, paying off public 
debt faster than^ we are contracting it. Suppose ali 
this st^ate of things brought into eKistence: brought 
ihto e^fot^nce, and noi ikiore than half^-guinea or a 
drowni fer a place in a"pa8sagfe-b0att**^not more than 
(Siiiee hottrs row in a wherry— necessary ta- enaUi.a 
Iteati'tosci'it;"' - • 

* 16 this castf^hy what possibility coudd tbe eye, Xhat 
^etfd, or the hetrrt be shut against the spectacle: of iiic 
tinfited nuisraces^^ra j^rtVy and good gpwmnmU^ 
tfb #hat use deny th^ir existence ?• With as mndk 
«!flrect blight a lAah'deny th« e!iLfot&[nbtf :o£ the dome of 
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St. Paiil'ti in tlie fsiee of those who ape iriewt0g k fron^ 
St. JamtsV park* 

Here Ihea is &n$ uso, for the fifty tbousao^^ Bvitops, 
wJio^^in Ffance^ with the hundred thousand men o£ 
otber nations^ are preykig at one afidti^hej^iine: ti|iH( 
Uiponrthe vitals of France suid Britm*. HereiMo^fi 
use^-'behold now another. 

. Tiiie mother uee^-^need it here be' nentioned? 4Vst|| 
iheM that leader, who h^s not already tpldit to tHmself?! 
YeSiJt is to return to all plans of refomif to ^llipetitien^ 
£ar reform-^to all grows — to s[ll coniplaititp — Uf i^l 
cries for mercy— ^he proper^ and properly^ and already) 
prbposed ans wer, the bayonet* — ^The bayonet? yes ; \^y 
the blessing of God, the buyonett Out is it alltogetbei* 
sor tofet that should-, auitters come to the pnsh| fibft 
direction that will be pre8ei:ibed by legitim^^y^ . is 
exactly the direction in which the,bayx)qets ^ill mpve f 
The men; by whom they will be to be ppsl^, pf w||at 
dass-are they ? Are thi^y of the Uood royal ? Are they 
efilhe peerage ? Are they not o£ih$ swinish multitude? 
Are they not as perfect swine as we are f Isit possibli| 
thty jshould erer forget it ? And wfaeoi in a ,d|ftc- 
tiOR^tbtt is not pleasing tohim, the swine is driveD» 
9 Jbe^upt ap|r to retrograde ? 

: An arjny in France ne(:essary for the: security Qf 
^tainf-rYesl if an army ^n China is so ti^;'^Q(^ 
<Hher^ise» 

^ Propose any thing good .; the answer is s^ ^ap4/rr:; 
ftild, theoretical. yJsicNijiaryy.ptopbu, iipprjsiftica^e, 
dae^^eroi^, des^njictiye, ruinoifs^.anarchical^jS^byerT 
fiyft of alt gqverpments-^there' you have; in— Wci|| 
but in Americ^.thm-^it; If :;^^d n^: sufl^ W^t 
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quences — nothing but what is good results from it.—" 
Aha ! — and so the United States government is your 
government? — is it? — ^You are a republican then, are 
you ? — ^what you want is — ^to subvert this constitution 
of ours ; the envv of nations ! the pride of ages ! — 
Matchless in rotten boroughs and sinecures ?^— Very 
well: begin and set up your republic: and, in the 
mean time, you, who are so ready to talk o£ fiilings, 
think what yours will be, when after a few nighta 
lodging in the tower, the knife of the hangman, after 
having rubbed off its rust upon the Spenceans, ia 
doing its office in your bowels. 

Propose any thing that would put any power into the 
bands of those of whose obedience all power is com<> 
posed, — ^you propose democracy: and if any suchepi-* 
thet as democratical is applicable to it, there yoii have 
a reason, and that a conclusive one, for casting it out 
without further thought: casting it off as if it were a 
viper, and trampling upon it: and for this reason — {at^ 
there needs no other — is eternity to be given to every 
thing that is corrupt and mischievous. 

What, according to these men, is the use of the 
constitution ? To make iht people happy ? — Make them 
happy? curse on the swinish multitude. — What then ? 
Why to make the one man happy, the one object of 
legitimate idolatry ,-«with the small number of others 
to whom it accords with his high pleasure to impart 
any of the means of happiness. 

Now by this bugbear word democracy^ are the people 
of this country to be frightened out of their senses ? 
frightened by Gwelphs any more than by StewartSi 
into passive obedience and non-resistance ? 
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.§. 3. Causes of the above and all other mischiefs: 
— 'particular iaierestSf the monarchical an4 
aristocralicdl^ adverse to the uriiversal-^heir 
ascendtncy. 

Goaded to the task by the groans of all around me, 
of late, — with an attention, which the nature of the 
objects that were continually forcing themselves upon 
all eyes and upon all ears, rendered more and more 
painful to me, — I have been looking more closely 
than ever into' the constitution; — I mean the present 
state of it ; — ^and, in as few words as possible, of this 
most appalling of all examinations, what follows is the 
result. 

As early as the year 1809, and I forget how much 
earlier, it had seemed to me, (it has been already 
hinted) that in the principle which, by those in 
whose hands the fate of the country rested, had not 
only been acted upon but avowed, the road tQ national 
ruin might be but too clearly traced. This principle 
was — ^that in the hands oF the trustees of the people, 
the substance of the people was a fund, out of which, 
without breach &f trust, and without just reproach in 
any shape— ^/Iw/UTi/*^ — as the phrase is— rhy those who, 
without exposing themselves to punishment, could 
contrive to lay then* bands on the means, might be«*-< 
nay — ^and, it being matter of necessity, at any price, 
and to an aniibUnt absolutely unlimited, ought to be 

In this printi]|[>le, I saw the two domineering inter* 
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tats — the monarchical and t \ 
our mixt constitution — (foj 
tiac^) antagohizi^g ^th t% 
k^^gr but at#«^ vakiiy ? 
f^e^atiedi : ocmpkliely Agfft< 
cause without need of cor i 
other, — ^in the dissemina i 
k : (he party out of powe i 
iAcdlcat ing it m theory > 
and practice. 

That, on the part of bof 
together with the pracf 
too natural-~was abui 
adoption it had any su i 
a notion, which when 
the slightest touch. 

Power, money,. fa< i 

iurce, the existence I 

m as indisputable as 
heavenly bodies is de 
of the T^att0r ofgQOi \ 

mass of which, in to ' 
it js sought by a mc 
branches of the c9 
character of 9?iitfltfr \ 

dhrws to it the im 
man has of any on 
finds^ in his endee 
.others; each ill 
iire8:*^ho8edefr i 

bounds. 
: The mwe be i 
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Ifierefore it is his msh to have of that and aU of tlicni. 

Bat the more he has of any one of them, the more i# 

it right also that he should haire of them ? Allof l<hetf 

at the expense of the people, — the poor people^ at 

Whose expense whatsoever is enjoyed hy their rute^tf 

is enjoyed } Oh gross, oh flagitions absurdity !' iTIfe 

more ? No ; bat on the contrary tiie less. Whlftso-' 

erier be. the .quantity of the matter, of riiyardf 'whktiV 

}n atiy shape w^hatsoever, may be necesSary-to <4>tii>ili'4N! 

a man's hands the requisite service, the moi^^i b^ 4iM 

df it in any one shape,-— 'the less the needle has €^4t4tf 

any o//<rr shape. ] • ^•' 

' In the case of the poorest indivJdaafI, — in fbe<ikaftMU 

ter oJf a guardian^ by any man has any tuchlittikl^l 

notion ever been started, as that, in tfhe^substaneiii'oTlMi 

iyardf any proper source of enricbmetit tb^binls^is 

to hi found? Power, over a sitigle indWidual ^dd Mi 

iittle property, a sufficient payment It^r fbe'laboni^ 

'atid power over twenty miilions, and their plroperty, 

together with all that masb of 7>atronage,-^lucr^iire of 

necessity, a great part of it,--shall it not be sulficientP 

Those who either baiTie ho property, or^aveit not 4k 

sufficient quantity for their mainten»ice^--^subhineh 

musty indeed, either be paid or iiot emph^yeift'^btft 

among men, who^ not tnlyh^ve property, 'but ii^re 

it in sufficiency, is it supposable fhiit'fhisre CaUicViMr 

be a deficiency, in the nutdber of 'those, in whonai ^fe 

pUttsure of possessing such power wHl be sufteiedt 

coinpensalifon for aili the paiii attaehdi 'to tb6 ekei^ 

cise of it ? Look at the country magistracy : see 'w6 

not there — not only an ^zampli», but a host bf ^sjt^ 

amplesf' ^es : and in those exfldttples-k hiMaPptiMBi. 
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. Unfortunately— in die breasts of all wha have powir^ 
merit b^ing, as they all agree and certify — to one an- 
other and to the people, infinite — so must be the reward. 

Of the demand for the matter of reward — ^viz. mo- 
iiey» power, and factitious dignity — (these are its pria*^ 
ctpal shapes) — the infinity and absolute irresistibility 
being thpsestabiishedi — then and thereupon comes the 
demand for the supply — and that supply a proper* 
tionable one. Here, however, to a first view, comes 
iomewhat of a difficulty. From the body of the peo^ 
pie — how habitually soever blind and passive— money^ 
in infinite quantity cannot be demanded all at once : 
they would become desperate: they would rise: better, 
(they would say to themselves), better be shot or bang* 
fsd at once, than starved. 

A set of drains must therefore be established and 
set to work: drains, by and through which, by de«> 
gpreei^— those degrees ever in the eyes of the devourert 
but too slow — under colour either ofuse^ or what is so 
much better, oi necessity — ^money may be drawn out of the 
pockets of the blinded, deluded, un8uspicious> unia* 
qnisitive,^and ever too patient people. 1. Wars: i. 
Pistant and proportionably burthensome dependencies 
all over the habitable globe: (and note that, in prose* 
cution of these views, every such dependency, without 
isxception, has been made a source of net expense : 
net expense, the amount of which is destined to per- 
petual and unlimited increase ^) — 3. Penal colonies: 
4* Claims of universal dominion over the universal 
vater*way of nations, with a determination to destroy 
the shipping of all nations by whom those claims shall 
bo contested. 5. Annexation of << Hanorer to Han^- 
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skki:*^ and tint to ttie rad that not a hoatite gun may 
be fired any i?here on the continent, but that we 
maybe in readinen to interfere, subudizing one of 
the. contending parties, and helping to oppress the 
other !* 6. Splendor of the crown ; that effulgence, 
with the increase of which-^and in exact proportion 
to that increase— rwiil increase the respect, and with 
It the submission, and with it the happiness of the 
people, . 7* Erection of Hanover into a kingdoita for 
that, purpose, and that the Hanoverians may the less 
grudge the increase of taxes that will be necessitated 
by the increase of dignily. Here, thou^ not yet a 
complete one, is a list of these productive drains : — ^aad 
are they not efficient ones ? 

As for war — never can a pretence for it be wantif^ 
— ^a pretence not yielding to any, in which, atany tiiQe 
in the course of the present reign it has ever been 
made : — no ; never can a pretence be wanting, .so long 
as that natiop exists any where, against which war can 
be made. 

The nation — the nation to be warred upon^s 
either formidably strong, or providentially weak ;^--* 
if fonnidably strong, too long have we delayed the 
necessary task of obtaining, at the expense of it, .»!« 
demtnty for the past and. security. for the future: — 
if providentially •weak, now is thti fairoura^le time f^r 
taking advantage of its weakness^ and preventing it fi;<|in 
becoming formidable !-**now has the Lord of Hoit8««- 



^ ParLIUg.xr. Annp 1784. Commonly Earl Nagent ''He (Lord 
Chatham) had of^eo said, that Hanover was a miU-stone ahout the 
neck of Bngtand,' that would weigh her down,' and sink her/' 
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*» jthe Archhidiop's pniftv will tiol faH to jAlbtln 
'idelivered tlie enemy into iMir baadb i'^^Tlmsi if thene 
' be nothiDg j^^ for which to oblain imUmnkyi ^ 
jCUrUy for the /titers will^ at any rate, be an easy pw* 
tciiase« 

' The French peopk, for exanipU*^alKady baae 
tbery' had om set of Septtmbriter^^^'^dead'-^o hzpftf 
''W4Bre they un^r themr^by the first faVoiirable oppor- 
^tunity they w<»uld give tbemaeW«8 another: and, no 
flubder h^d they septenibrized Fraocei than they waiiU 
'•€1^88 oveT) and, "with 4be assistance 'Of die travelliog 
Orator s(nd the Spmceans^ f eptcaDbrize us in the sa^ne 
-Wtty.^^The Flinch kaye already had one Booi^rte; 
—80 happy were they under bid^r-Ieave them to 
^emselves*— immediately they would ^iKe.themfielve8 
* ttierbei^. In Wis ecbeme for inlvading and cooquer- 
'dtkg this country, the first Bonaparte failed ;^y-4be ee- 
tfond BonafKuite, by whom sach another plan-#ouid 
•itnmediateiybe formed, would «uoceed in bi^ F/rofi^ 
these two considerations put together, or ind0^ frofD 
either af Uieaa, foiJbwa the necessity of ggrdaoning 
HFi-anee, «ad Jkeepisig^ posseflaioa of the eount^ till 
tbe^bingM' is at an Qnd:-*-T^e8, 1*11 the daogor istit 
'M endf fvbid^ it is impossible it ever ahould be^ 
- ' ¥«s c ^wara wbul4 be i«iraluab)e, were it .only Iw the 
^iiuHi of Whioh! they are the newrrfaiiing Murccf* 
< When a battle ik fougblrtmiiBless it be a .dra5irta one, 
-wtiioh^lbes^not often, happen-trit taiust be gpiaed by 
pomebody. Gained on one side it must be, in what 
decree soever the generals on the respective sides are 
fit or. unfit for their work. The greater the number 
that figW| tbcjgreat^r tjbe number oC those who are 
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csipskhle of b^ng killed. A baltle is. gained,-^tUe 
naraber oC the killed is great, — and. half a million is 
^oarce enough to reward the merit which, from ocie 
sifigle bosom has been displayed in it. 

In regard lo all these drains of money, and ^U 
these sources of merit and reward,^T-thje great misfor- 
tune Sethis. — For every shilUng which^ by meana of 
any' one of thete drains, unless it; be the hu^ tbe 
men of merit'-^and all placemen, without exception, 
are >;c offkiOy men of merit, — for every shilling which 
the ikiea of me^it thus put into their pockets, some 
score, or some dozen at least, must come out of the 
pockets of the poor people.— A man who sets, bis 
neighbour's house on fire, that be may roast an egg 
for himself, — ^Is the emblem by which a certain sort of 
man is pictured by Lord Bacon : — would you see a 
man of this sort, you need not look far, so you look 
high enough : for these five-and*twcnty years, or 
thereabouts — ^to go no further back— rhas this poor 
nation been kept on .fire, lest the emUematic eggs in 
sufficient quantity should be wanting to its rulers. 

Money, is it wanting (and it always is i«ranting) for 
the support of the sphndor of the Crown? — for the 
support of royal dignky? Money supplied by Pm* 
liament — supplied in a direct way, and without a 
-burthen more than correspondent to the supply bemg 
deficient — ^and it always is deficient — 0roits of Ad- 
miralty are sent by Almighty Providence to fe^, 
though never to fill up — ^for nothing can ever fill up 
— ^the deficiency: The persons, for the reward of 
whose merit more and more of that object of unimr* 
^1 desire is evfirlRStinglfy wanted — these persons join 

b 
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with one another, not only in combiedcing grouiidtess 
war, but in commencing that gronndless war in a pira- 
tical manner, — in a manner in which the Mooarcb 
and his instruments may add millions to the coojanct 
splendor, — not only the foreigners who thus and for 
this purpose have been converted into enemies, are 
plundered, but the men, by whose bands the plunder 
is got in, deprived of that which, had the war been 
commenced otherwise than in the way of piracy, 
would have been their due. Thus do these on whom 
it depends bribe one anothejr to commit piracy !^-^i* 
racy, which has been made legitimate, because, by their 
power and for their own benefit, it has been maJf 
unpunishable. 

Money, power, factitious dignity — ^among the flM^ 
dificaiians of the nuMsr of good— among the good 
things of this wicked world — these, as it is the inieresit 
so has it ever been the study,-^as it has been the 
jBtudy, so has it been the endeavour-«-of the Monarch--f 
lasit has been, so will it, and where the Monarch is a hu« 
man being,. so must it be every whercT— to draw to himr 
self in the greatest quantity possible. And here we have 
one partial^ QUQ separate^ one Jt)iiV/*r interest, the m<t 
narchicalr-i\ie interest of the ruling cw^ — ^wilb which 
the utur4rsalf the democratical interest has to antago- 
nize, and to which that all-comprehensive interest hak 
all along been,-^and, unless the only possible reme^ 
.dy — even parliamentary reform^ ^nd that a radical 
one, should be applied,— *i$ destined to be for ever 
made a sacrifice:— a sacrifice ? — yes ; aod, by the bles- 
sing of God, upon the legitimate and pipus labours of 
hi^ Viceg^ent, and the expifess ii0sig« of l|iii p^r^pn 
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here upon earlbi k still unresisting sacrifice. Om- 
ni-presence, immortality, impeccsd^ilHyr-equal as hie 
is to God, as touching all these' *^ attribute'' (ask 
Blackstone else, i.' 270, 250, S46^ jr49],-r-wh<o is there 
that, without adding ikn piety to disloyalty, c^ repine 
at seeing any thing or every thing he might otherwise 
call hifr own, inchlded in the sacrifice ? 

Meantime the money, which, in an endless and 
boundless stream, is thus td keep flowing into the 
monarchical coffers — this one thing needful' cannot 
find its way into those sacred receptacles without in* 
struments and conduit-pipes. Upon and out of the 
pockets of the people it cannot be raised, but through 
the forms of Parliament :--^Dot but through the forms 
of Paribment, nor therefore without the concurrence 
of thie richest men in the country^ in their various si- 
tuations : — in the situation of Peer6, Great Landhpldf- 
ing, and as yet uncoroneted Commoners, styled Coun- 
4ry GmiUm€n,^—sihd others. In those men is th^ chief 
property of the country, and with it — (for. in th^e lan- 
guage of the Aristocratic School, property and virtuf 
are synonymous terms) — the virtue of the country* 
And here we hav^ another partial, separate, and si- 
nister interest^--<tlie Aristocratical interest — with which 
the Democraticai interest has also to antagonize: — 
another overbearimg, and essentially aini immutably 
hostile, interest,— against which,, and under whjchy 
the universal intemt has to stru^le^ and ;^s /at as 
possible to defend itself. 

Such is the state in which the country lies :r— the 
universal iotereai crouching under the oonjviQCt yoke 
of two partial and adverae interests, to ^.tiich,^ to 4 

b2 
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greater or less extent, it ever has been made,^-^and to 
the greatest extent possible, as far as depends upon 
them, cannot, in the nature of man and things, ever 
cease to be made, a continual sacrifice. 

For the consummation of this sacrifice, adequate 
incHtuUion — such is the nature of man-^never could 
have been wanting:— -but as to the j&£)tt/^r— the effective 
power — never at any former period could it have been 
seen swelled to a pitch approaching to that at which 
it stands at this moment 

Well — ^such being the swell of voracious power, 
what are the means — what the instrument — ^by which 
it has been efiected ? What but the. precious matter 
already mentioned?-*- Yes, the very matter of good:--- 
for such in itself \t is, but, by reason of the two rela- 
tive situations — the situation of the hands by which 
it is possessed, and that of the hands, which the very 
nature of man keeps ever open to receive it, operating 
— and by the whole amount of it— in the character of 
matter of evil — matter of corruptive t^fiuence. Ever 
upon the increase is the quantity of this essentially 
good, this accidentally, but alas ! how extensively 
pernicious, matter :— ever upon the increase the per- 
nicious effect of it. In an endless series of alternat- 
ing and reciprocating operations, this matter is itself 
both effect and cause. Waste begets corruption; 
corruption, waste. Fed through the already enumerat- 
ed drains— viz. useless places, needless places, over- 
pay of needful places, groundless pensions, and sine^ 
cures, some number of times. more richly endowed 
than the most richly endowed efficient offices — these, 
together with Peerages, and Baronetages, and Ribbons^ 
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for Peerage-hunters, Barpnetage-huntersi and Ribbon- 
hunters — these, by their bare existence, and without 
need of their being either asked or offered, — always 
with the fullest effect, never with the personal dan- 
ger, or so much as the imputation, attachec} to the 
word bribery^ — operate in the character, and produce 
the effect, of matter of corruptive influence: that pesti- 
lential matter, against the infection of which not a 
household in the country can be said to be secure, 
from the Archiepiscopal palace down to the hovel by 
the road side. 

. What? not the Ducal mansion? — Oh no: that full 
as little as any other. The Duke, who, if there were 
no such thing as a ribbon, nor any such place as a 
' Gaming*house, nor . • . but there is no end to the et 
cateras — ^might of himself be independent, is depen- 
dent by his dependents: and the more enormous th^ 
mass of his property, the more numerous, as well as 
the higher, the list of his alliances, — the wider and the 
more craving is the circle of his dependents.* 

* In the penaion list are stiU to be leea the peosions enjoyed 
by divers Ladies procured for them by a certain Duke, they 
being relations of his by marriage^ then in a state of infancy ; * 
their fother^ a hero of the turf^ living and dying in the bosom of 
affluence. 

In one part of the present most religious reigo> there existed an 
Earl qfLemsier: — at that time, and under that title, premier Fbct qf 
Irdand. Being so high, a<id withal so rich, he was made a Dukeg 
diat with the exoeption of the b1ood*roya1, no race might ever be 
so high as his. When for some time he had been a Duke, being so 
high as he was, it was found that he was not rich enough. On thp 
pretence of Us administering the sort of Law caHed £911%,— 4>ut 
having no more to do with either, or with Jpaiice tha9 the Vukc qf 
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Laud his virtue, party Orator, party Scribe :— laud 
that virtue, which is composed of rank and property, 
and consists of nothing else : laud him to-day, while 
he is yet your's : — come to-morrow, he hag crossed 
over, and his place is on the other side* A Duke 
has a borough, and in it a brace of seats. Sincere or 
insincere, quoth the Duke to one of his A^nis, 
whose attachment to the cause of the people was well 
known to him, cast your eyes around you, and find 
me out the two honestest and ablest men you can lay 
your hands on, to fill those seats* The Agent bestirs 
himself, and reports. But ere the report reaches its 
destination, the coroneted patriot has found money 
wanting, and the Borough, the seats, with the pa- 
triotism that would have filled them, are all sold. 

Yes: in this country — under this Constitution — 
may be seen an official person, who by his station is, 

for ever, ex officio C r* General : it is hb situO' 

^- . »- - -- — - I '-, 

Montrose has, who receives hU 2,000/. a year .for calliog hmteULord 
Justice General, — ^he was accordingly made Master qfthe Rolls: as- 
sistant as such to and under the Lord Chancellor of Ireland, — re- 
ceiving fees, and doing nothing whatever for any of those fees: 
helping thus to deny justice to the poor,-— Atbely pretending to'reo* 
der justice, and from richest and poorest without distinction exj^ci- 
iHg money on that fal^e pretence : ''ohtaining money on that fake 
** pretence ;'* and instead of the Hulks, having his station at the 
head of the House of Lords. 

After those examples,-^to which scores of such might he &dded,— 
let any one speak of the matter of wealth, in the character of a pre* 
serration against corruption.: for this is among the [ureiences by 
which the waste made of it, by the cramming of official poekets 
with it, has been justified. 

* Whatsoever blanks may eventually be observable in the re- 
mainder of this work, the prudence of the printer is the vir* 
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Hvn makes him so : it suffices for the purpose : to pro- 
duci ike effect^ (and let this be well observed), no ayert 
Oft — no^ nor so muck as a thought— is on his part mas- 
sary>^^i^tre it possible for him to have the mllj 
scarcely in his siiuation would it be in his po$yer to 
avoid being so.* 

Well: This attribute, which Blackstone has forgot 
to add to the other '' attributis"' of the God of his 
idolatry-^ this attribute of G— -*— ^Generalship, 
which, after all, could not have place if there were 

not a Parliament to c , — this inseparable attri-. 

bute, disastrous as it is, does it, in this our country, 
form any peremptory objection to Monarchy ? Not 
it indeed. But why not ? — Even because in iemotra- 
tU ascendency — such as it would be constituted by 
radkai reform — the corruption would have its anti- 
dote-^ta constantly operating antidote — and that an*- 
tidote an effectual one. 

: Extinguish Monarchy? — suitress, extirpate the 
Peerdgel ? — Oh, not I indeed ; nothing would I extin- 
guish: nothing would I extirpate: tUi possidetis — 
that which you have, continue to have — ^and God 
bless you with it — this, in all matters of reform — ^this, 
in sp far as is not inconsistent with the very essence of 
the reform, is — ^and, so long as I have had any, has 
ever been — with me a ruling principle. — Leaving, 
with all my heart, the fi^li benefit of it to Monarchy 

/ . ' : '■■ 

tqe to which the honour of them will be . due. In the present 
iD8Unce> for filling up the deficit between the C and the r, the 
candour and sagacity of the Reader may employ the letters onsetvaio, 
dt any others, if any others there be, which in his view may be 
ttore afpcnte. 
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and Arjstocrac)N*-to the ruling ftpy^ my aiait my wishes 
confine themselves to the securing* if it be possible^ a 
participation in that same benefit to difitacracy-^io the 
subject taany — to the poor suffering and starving 
people. 

Monarchy a property ! Not it indeed. Monarchy is 
a trust : is it not. Prince Regent? — have you not said it 
is ? — Peerage a property ! Not it indeed. Peerage is a 
trust : is it not, my Lord any body ? If it is n^t, what 
business have you to be what you are, and where yoa 
are ? 

' Ascendency ! ascendency, that is what is suflBcieni : 
this, therefore, is all that should be asked for. In Ire- 
land, we have Protestant ascendency. Well: and 
what is the effect? In Ireland, the Gatholips — the 
great majority — ^are not yet, it is true, quite so well 
circumstanced as could be wished: still, however, 
they exist ; still they are not extirpated. 

For the seduction of his fellow traveller, what was 
the course taken by the ingenuity of Ferdinand Count 
Fathom? Ask his biographer — ask SmolUt^ he will 
inform you. He began with picking her pocket; 
her purse, and with it her virtue, was then at his 
command* By mere existence on the throne on which 
he is sitting, without need of stirring a finger, uttering 
a word, or giving a nod, in the character of that Ferdi- 
nand, and with the same disastrous success, may the 
Monarch of these realms act. Accomplices — ^the hero 
of Smollet's iiistory had none : he needed none. The 

official s——^ of Britannia's virtue — the C ^-r- 

General of this country — may have as many, as therd 
are men, in whose breasts exists an effective demand for 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



XXV 

any of the good things which he has at command : 
and, in regard to this effective demand— ^% Adam Smith 
would call it — the difficulty would be to find — not 
the bosom in which it does^ but the bosom in which it 
does not display itself. 

■ In this state of things, C ■ r-General being 
the proper style and title of the head-manager of 
the concern, taken by himself, — ^add the Aristo* 
cracy — the corrupted and corrupting Aristocracy — 
^ ' T' General and Co. is the proper firm of the 
partnership. As to the business of It, it consists 
but too plainly, like that of the Bank of England, 
in draining the contents of all pockets into its own ; 
and the more intolerable the indigence thus produced, 
the more craving the demand for that corruptive sup- 
ply, by the hope of which men are engaged to concur 
in the continually repeated measures, from which the 
indigence receives its continually repeated aggrava* 
tion. 

Now of this almost universal corruption, what is 
' the effieci? — A mere mora/ spot? a mere i^/m/ imperfec- 
tion ? — Alas I no : but a somewhat more palpable and 
setisible one. What the real, the sensible mischier 
consists in is — the saciijice made, as above, of the in- 
terest and comfort of the subject, many^ to the over- 
grown felicity of the rutingfetv: the effect of the cor- 
ruption being — to engage all whom it has corrupted to 
bear their respective parts in the perpetual accom- 
plishment of their perpetual sacrifice. Is not tfiiar 
sufficiently intelligible? — Well, if that expression be 
not^ perhaps this may be: viz. that the subject many 
long have- been, and,' but for the only remedy, may 
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with but too much reabod for ever expbct to be,* cootie 
niially more and riiore grieyously oppressed, that the 
rM/m^/im^maybemoreaad more profusely pampered. 
. . Now suppose ah army of Frenchmen garrisoning 
England, as an army of Englishmen (oh ! pretenceless 
smd inhuman tyranny !) are garrisoning France. In 
that case, what would the descri|ition of our condition 
be? What, hut that the dominion we were groaning 
under was the dominion of a set of men whose interest 
ws(s opposite to our own, by whom that oppositeness 
was understood and felt, and by whom our interest 
was made a continual sacrifice to that separate and 
hostile interest. — Well : that^ and but too indisputaUy 
is it not the description— the too just de8cription-'--of 
the dominion under which we live? 

Discarding the case of public — of national — subjec- 
tiob tinder a foreign yoke, take the case of private — of 
donuisfic subjeetion :-^take the case of J^egro slavery. 
The description of the case, is it not still the same ? 
-rrThe/ Slave-holder — ^it may be said — ^for itisconti* 
Bually said — ^has an interest in common with that of 
his slaves. True: and so has the Mail-Goach Con- 
thictor in common with that of his horses. While 
working them, And so long as they appear able to 
wGsrky he accordingly allows them food. Yet, some* 
how. or . other, notwithstanding this community of 
interest, so it is that but too often Negro as well as 
horse are worked to the very death. — ^How happens 
this?^^How? — ^but because in the same breast with the 
conjunct interest is lodged a separate and sinister m* 
terest, which is too strong for it. Even so is it in the 
case, of C- ■ i r*Gcneral and Go.,, under whose 
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management ihe condition of the poor people is day 
by day approaching nearei^and nearer to the condition 
of the Negro and the horse. 

. ** I can have no interest but that of my people," says 
the Royal parrot — 1 can have no interest but that of 
my people; with these words in his mouth, he gives 
the touch of the sceptre to a Bill for establishing a 
nest of sinecures.* 

* Behold the coDnexion between waste and corruption^ in the 
▼iew taken of it by divers statesmen at divers periods. 

Proceedings of the Society of the Friends qf the People, London, 
179S> May 5tb^ W, Baker, M. P. Chairman, Lord John RusseU, 
Deputy Chairman^p. 29, — '* We positively affirm, thai in fact, a 
'/ case has lately occurred which, on the very principles of the ob- 
'^ jection, establishes the necessity of a Reform in the construction 
" of the House of Commons. We mean the late Armament intended 
** to act against Russia, which might have involved the nation in a 
*.' most impolitic and ruinous war ; and to which a large ^majority of 
** the House of Commons gave their support, in direct contradic- 
" tion to the real interests, and to the acknowledged sense of the 
" people.'* 

Page 31.— From the answer (to Major Cartwright^s Society), pro- 
posed from tbe Committee for the adoption of the Society : — *' The 
♦' immense accumulation of debt, — the enormous taxation qf seventeen 
*' millions of anmud revenue,-^tmoniinie that the collective inlcr- 
'' ests of the community have been neglected or betrayed.'* 

Parl.Reg.A*1793,p.408? BttrA:<?,A' 1770? as quoted with applause 
by Mr. Erskine, now Lord Erskine. " When the House of Commons 
'« was thus made to consider itself as master of its constituents, there 
** wanted but one thing to secure it (this was in 1770} against all 
«' possible future deviation towards popularity — an unlimited fund of 
'' money to be laid out according to the pleasure of the Court** 

Pari. Reg. anno 1793, p. 420. Mr. (now Sir Philip) Francii. 
Speaking of Parliamentary Reform, " this (says be) is the only 
^ measure, that can restore and preserve the Constitutipn,— 4liat can 
" prevjent such ruinous wars in future.** 

Park 
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Under the constitution as it stands-^^under the ad- 
ministration as it is carried on— in ipvhat state, as to* 



. Pari. Reg. anno 1793, p. 319. Charles Pox and Ednttind Burke. 
'' Since that time/* (1784, the year of Pitt the second^s accessionj 
" four-fiflhs of the elective franchises of Scotland" (in this work he 
had the aid of the first Lord MeSrille) '< and Cornwall more parti- 
*' cularly have passed into the hands of government; and the predic- 
'^ tion, which an honourable gentleman (Mr. Burke) then made 
'^ upon the occasion, has been literally fulfilled^--no House of Com- 
** mons ^as been since found strong enough to oppose the Ministers 
" of the Crown." Thus far Charles Fox : — add — nor willing enough, 
Woodfali's Debates, vol. iii. anno 1797. Charles Fox and Pitt 2d. 
Speaking of the American war, and observing that popular or not 
popular at the commencement, (anno 1780) in which year a disio^ 
lution of Parliament took place, the war was at any rate *' extremely 
" unpopular, as a proof that the Parliament did not even then (anno 
** 1780) speak the voice of the peoplcr— and after asserting the op- 
'' portunities of information possessed by him, and the care and 
*' accuracy with which he had endeavoured to avail himself of 
*' them :/' he adds, " not more than three or four persons were 
" (then) added to the number of those who had from the beginnings 
" opposed .... that war." 

In the same page, Pitt being present. Fox, from words allcdged to 
be those of Pitt, imputes to him a persuasion to that same effect. 
" You see" (says Pitt, as thereupon quoted by FoxJ " you see that 
*' so defective, so inadequate is the present practice, at least, of the 
*' elective franchise, that no impression of national calamity, no 
" conviction of ministerial error, no abhorrence of disastrous war, 
" are sufficient to stand against that corrupt influence which has 
" mixed itself with election, and which drowns and stifles the po- 
" pular voice. 

Woodfairs Debates, anno 1797, iii. 323. Charles Fox. There is 
a lumping consideration . • . .- which, now more than ever, ought to 
make " every man a convert to Parliamentary Reform : there is an 
" annual revenue of ixveniy-three millions sterling collected by the 
*' executive government from the people." Thus far Fox. Anno 
1797^ it was these twenty-three millions: nQw> year ending 5th Jan. 
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wairds the one and the other, are the affections of Ch6 
people?— Take the answer from Lord Gastlei'eagh* 



1817, 57,860,694/. Last year, year ending 5th Jan. 1816, it was 

66,440,808/. Commons House. Abstract of net produce of t€* 

fenue; yeftr ending 5th Jan. 1816 and 1817. Bate of order fpr 

printing, 3d Feb. 1817. The hojie; of coursse excellent, with all 

speed, its deficiency will be supplied, and increase added. Well 

now : besides the other evils, is it not by the twenty-three millioni 

that the sixty-six miltions have been generated? fn 'another tn^eiity 

years will the sixty-six millions have been swelled to 132 loillioQS I 

No:~but for what reason? Only because, before it can.l^arve 

arisen to that pilch, the people must, in such a proportion, have 

been either slaughtered or starved, that by no addition, either to 

the slaughtering or the starvation, could any increase be produced. 

r Woodfall's Debates, anno 1797, iii. 930. Charks Fox. (Speaking 

^and /o Pitt 2d.) He '' has bestowed no fewer than 115 tUUh in* 

*^ eluding new creations and elevations from one rank to another ; 

*' how many of them are to be ascribed to national services, and 

" how many to Parliamentary interest, I leave the House to in- 

" quire." So far Fox. This was no more than thirteen years, frotD 

1784 to 1797 : since, that time twenty years have elapsed: to any 

person who would have the goodness to inform me, on produceable 

grounds, what the addition, that has since been made, may amount 

to, that I may give to the informatign such publicity as i;nay be in 

my power, the gratitude of all honest reformists will be due. 

%• Pari. Reg. anno 1793, p. 383. " Mr. Grey'* (now^ Eqtl Qt^) 

''(iremarked that when Mr. Pitt moved for an addition of 1£X) Jhfem- 

** hers to be added to the Counties, he could not carry his motion ; 

" and yet he had contrived (this was in nine years from 1784 to 

^ 1793) to procure the nomination of forty Members by indirect 

'' means ; for he had added to the House of Peers thirty Members, 

** who either nominated directly or by irresistible influence, that 

" number of Members of the House of Commons as ... . the.peti- 

«< tionets were ready to prove.'* See the Petition, ib. p. 518, in 

which it is asserted, that at this time (179S) 150 Memben 6mt their 

dectiona entirely to P€cr$\ and that forty Peen return eighty-one 

Members. 

Pari. 
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(Morn. GhroD. Feb. 8cb, 1817)- In the year just 
endedy 53,000 were the number of firelocks ^Madis- 
pensably necessary to aid the civil power in the dis- 
charge of its daty : '* — ^in other words, to keep the peo« 
pie from the endeavour to substitute a better to the 
government as it stands. Now indeed, at this season 
of forced retrenchment, 5,000 is the number of men 
to be struck off from the desired complement of 
53)000. Struck off! Why? Because they arc re- 
garded as superfluous? Oh no: for of those means 
of coercion which require no money, boundless is the 
supply which at this very moment is providing. Why 
then? Even because, — ^as under the most perfectly ua^ 
disguised despotism, so under a disguised one, — ^in so 
far as supplies can not be had, — the revenue having, iu 
the compass of a single year, fallen off for example, by 
any such amount as that of one-sixth, — retrenchment 
mustbo made. In this time not only of peace but of tri- 
vmph-^no Pretender in existence — ^France, instead 
of a cause of fear, an object of compassion — three-and- 
fifty thousand men necessary to be kept up to prevent 
a second revolution ! In the same year of the last 
(^tury, as this is of the present one, our great grand* 
fathers — what would they have said to such a num-^ 
ber? Our great grandfathers, — in whose days, a Pre- 
tender continually threatening from abroad, and at 
home, a strong party even after a defeat, were still 



Pari. Beg. anno 1793, p. 388. Mr. Grey, now Earl Grty. " Were 
V Ibe srik of the Aaief ican war nothing ? Thes^ were in h\$ mini, 
•* entire!^ ommg Id the uneq^land cormpt repnesentation in Par- 
'• liament^' 



^ 
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strong enough to keep on foot matter for another 
rebellion, which in twenty- eight years from that 
timej actually broke ^ut! In the same yes^ of 4he 
last, as this is of the present century,* what was tlie 
whole number demanded and provided for this same 
service? — Answer: 16,000, and no more; not so 
much as one third o£ the number actually in demand, 
as above* Walpole, then in opposition, opposing 
even that number on the ground of altedged excessu^ 

* Upon a necessarily hasty searcb, made into such documents as 
happen to lie within my knowledge and my reach» — the following are 
the amounts of such part of the aitny, as appears to have beei^ ea|- 
ployed-^mpJoyedfor the same sort of aenrice ^$ that one above, ffr 
which the 53^000 have been employed. To ipatch ^be present sq^ 
last year, the years here e^ibited, by the description of ^ear» ^ 
ordinary demand, have all of them been years of manifest and com- 
plete peace. Out of the hundred years in question, no more than 
39 (tt may be observed) are oh. this occasion brought tOr view. OJf 
the comparative smallness of this number, there have been three 
<»uses. 1. About half the number of ye^rs have been years of ac«- 
tual war. 2. Of the remaining j{/^ or thereabouts, being ytars of 
pe^e, (t. c. years in no part rf any of which was war a^tutlly car» 
ried on), twaoy-nine was the only number, concerning which, in 
the sources of information in question, any infonnation could be 
found. In consideration of their being ao nearly in agreement with 
each*other, and at the same time forming so considerable a majority, 
twenty, out of the twenty-nine are here inserted, unde^ the above 
head of years qf ordmury demand* In the case of t|he remaining 
nine years, ranked as will be* seen, under the Contrasted head oi 
years qf extra'demdnd^ — tbe circumstances of the times not lieing, 
for any such purpose as the present, capable of being sutgected to a 
.psrtieular examination, — ^the very circpmstappe of tl|e sup^pQi^pf 
the numbers, in so much:sm4llef a nuniber of instunces^ liasb^f^ ^^ 
garded as.constitating an adequately conchisive proof, t^at ij^ t^^^fe 
years respectively th^ re existed some special cause of al9ri0i>-*«tb(r 
lirom within or from without, or both,-^-of suph a niiturf^ 9^ iq cftuse 
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Well then:-«^y a standing army U is. that wc arc 
governed: and a staiKling army-^a standing army of 

the condition of those years to make an approach more or less con- 
siderable to the condition of war years. 

How (it may be asked) — how is it that, by preparation lor war to 
be carried on abroad, increase should be given to the number of 
troops employed or provided for hdme service ? Answer. — They 
are raised and kept at home in readiness to be employed in foreign 
service : and till they are thus employed, they are not distinguish- 
able from those destined to no other than home service. 

Note that, in the very nature of the case, to a very considerable 
amount, though It be impossible to say to \Vhat amount, the nnm- 
ber cannot but have been — so from the very first, even Walpole, 
himself, declared it to be^-^superflaous and excessive: the ^[cess 
having for its cause the principle of the inseparable union between 
Waste and corruption, as already brought to view. 



' » . 


Yean of ordinary demand. 


Extra demand. 




IfambflT 9f 




Kuakeraf 




Kninber of 


Tem. 


Soldiers. 


Tears. 


Soldien. 


Tean. 


iwlfUara. 


171T 


16,000 


1767 


16,764 


1798 


29,955 


1729 


17,709 


1768 


17.»p5 


1734 


25.734 


1736 


17,704 


1769 


17,142 


1740 


28,852 


1737 


17,704 


1775 


17,547 


1741 


29,033 


1738 


17,704 


1774 


I8,0»4 


1749 


35,554 


17S3 


18,857 


1786 


14,380 


1746 


33,030 


1753 


18,857 


1787 


14,140 


1770 


23,000 


1764 


17,552 


1788 


14,380 


1771 


23,442 


1765 


17,421 


1789 


17,448 


1784 


21,505 


1766 


17,906 1790 i 


17,448 




' 



%♦ From Chandler's Debates, years, 1717, 1728, 1729, 1734, 
1737, 1738, 1740, 1741, 1742. From Almon's Debates, 175f, 
1753, 1764, 1765, 1766, 1767, 1768, 1770, 1789, 1790. From 
Annual Register, 1769, 1771, 1774, 1784, 1786, 1787, 1788. 
From Almon's Pariiamentary Register, year 1775. 

Shields and Momtions — ^by these two appellations two different set^' 
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the magnitude which has been seen — this, this is 
the sort of instrument, ivithout which, it is said, 

of quotations, examples of which are hereinafter likely to be found, 
may be designated : shields, composed of quotations exhibiting opi- 
nions accordant with those here delivered ; and having for their ob- 
ject the defending those opinions against the scorn or hostile terror 
of those, in whose eyes, by the single word innovation, be the propo- 
sition what it may, an objection, and that a conclusive one, is 
afibrded; of these au exeoiplificatioD has just been seen: — moni* 
tions, composed of quotations, from persons who, — ^being absolutely 
and, generally speaking, more or less well-informed as it may have 
happened, — have; by one means or other, commonly by that pre* 
sumption, which is so natural an accompaniment of power, by 
what means soever obtained — ^been led into the misadventure of 
betraying, at any rate, relative ignorance, — by their eagerness to 
overwhelm with the reproach of ignorance men in inferior situations, 
whose interests and wishes have been regarded as not accordant with 
theirs. 

' As to the quotations employed as shields, an intimation given 
once for all, majr in this place have its use. In the Plan itself, 
may be seen the train of reasoning, by which I was led to the seve- 
ral particular conclusions : in the formation of that train of reason- 
ing» no opinions drawn from any estternal source bore any part : 
hence it is, that, — unless what regards the narrowness there given to 
the extent of the electoral franchise be regarded as an exception, — 
in no instance has it happened, that the opinions here employed as 
sMerds had served in the character of sources of judgment or inven- 
tion : the formation of the opinion having, in every instance, pre- 
ceded the discovery of the external support. 

• Not that I coold ever suppose myself exempt from the yoke of 
that necessity, — ^by which, on many of the most important occasions 
of Kfe, all hmnan-kind are condemned to speak and to act, upon no 
fihner ground than that of dertvarive judgment : — ^not that any such 
eOBtinually disproved fancy could ever for a moment have had place 
in my thoughts,— but that, on any question or subject, those excepted 
on wbich a self-formed judgment had been formed by me, it has 
- never happened to me to see, in my own instance, any use in tho 

C 
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we could not be governed ; and by which|-Hio kmg-as 
the constitution, in the form into which it has been 
moulded, lasts, — it is the intention of those thatgp- 
vern us that we shall be governed. And this is that 
Constitution — that matchless Constitution — ^in the 
praises of which, those whose opulence or power 
have been produced by, or are dependent on, the 
abuses of it, never tire. And in this Constitution we 
have a Parliament : — ^and in this Parliament a House 
gf Commons:— *and in this House of Commons a 
mask for a military government of its own erec- 
tion: — and this mask so transparent an one!. and, 

■ — — " ■ ... I , ■ 

endeavour to present any thing to the public eye. Ascribing to jaay 
own opinion^ taken by itself, as little intrinsic weight as it is possible 
for any. other person to ascribe to it, — never giving it a^ worth any 
thing, and by this only means making sure of never giving it for 
more than it was worth, — accordingly so it is, that, in the reOMons 
subjoined to it by way of support, they having been the considera- 
tions from which the judgment expressed by it had been deduced^ — 
in these reasons may be seen the only claim, which I could ever re- 
gard any opinions of mine as possessing to the public notice. 

As to innova<ion,^-in the instance of every man, by whom, under 
that name, any proposed measure is held up to view in the charac- 
ter of a just object of horror or terror, — ^let it be judged, whether^ 
by the importance attached to that universaUy irrelevant argument, 
an acknowledgement is not made of a sort of incapacity of framingi 
in relation to the subject, any self-formed judgment : — a sort of in- 
capacity of producing any arguments that are not irrelevant ones. 
Of the consciousness of any such sense of incapacity, — if not 
humility, at any rate toleration as towards dissentients^ should 
be a natural, and would be a. more becoming result : unhappily, 
pertinacity and intolerance are full as apt to have place in the mmtjc 
as in the direct ratio of the soundness of the judgment«"*of the de- 
gree in which appropriate inteUectual aptitude has placer-^i^aiid of 
the quantity of appropriate information possessed. 
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under this military governmeDt^ so long as the mask 
remains — under this military government are we to 
lie down, now and for ever, prostrate and contented ? 

Well — the Untied States — the seat of representative 
iemocracy^ alias anarchy — what plots^ r^al or preten- 
ded, have they, or have they ever had, in their bo- 
som ? What standing army is it that they have ? On 
the rabject of those concerns which are the concerns 
of every man, what laws have they to prevent each 
man from communicating with every other ? — on pain 
of death, to prevent every man who is no/, from speak- 
ing his mind to any one who tj, a soldier? 

Ok i but the fault, whatever it is, it is ah?ays the 
fault of the people : — behaving continually worse and 
worse, they must continually be treated with more and 
more just severity :*— the sinners for their own sins — the 
Bon-sinners for the sins of the sinners — so long as 
any of them are left alive . . .* 



^ So long as, in any shape, ounces, baving for their object r^- 
« lief from ibe miscbief of mis^Mle, «re Qommitted, — ^tbe law«, what- 
cf er they are, that have been made for the punishment of them, are 
thereby proved insufficient; and thus it is, that, for the self-same 
offences, fresh and fresh laws, continually increasing in extent and 
severity, must be made. 

Theory as wdl as praclioe, ii not this become already a maxim of 
f ovenuoent? Is not this beqome the very character of the govern- 
ment? Lie as you are, you are more and more oppressed gradually: 
— seek relief— forcibly, or be it ever so peaceably— you are op- 
pressed and crushed suddenly. When all handi are Cut off, lest they 
should write treason — all ^es put out, lest t h ey sh o u ld read treason-*-. 
aft tongua cut out, lest they should speak treason— then it. is that the 
dtmakof preeU^uikuiary wiadota will be at an end.— Yes, then in- 
deed! but how much earlier? Not at all : unless in some part of 

C if 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



XxkVi 

No :-^at this time— at any time, on the part of the 
people, any extensive discontent, that has ever mani- 
fested itself, never has it been the fault of the people. 
Discontent? — no: patience — too much patience, in 
that has been their fault — their only fault : a sad fault 
that — and, unhappily, under every government but aa 
adequately representative government — under which 
alone the concerns which are those of every man, are 
left without restraint to the discourse of every npan 
— an incurable one, — The people ? what interest have 
they in being governed badly ?— 4n having their uni- 
versal interest sacrificed to-any separate and adverse 
interest ? — But the men by whom they have been, go- 
verned — the interest which these men have had in 
governing badly — in governing as they have governed 
-^this interest has here been made manifest, or nothing 
can be; • 



§ 4. Sole remedy in principle — democratic as- 
cendency. 

Such being the disease, behold now the remedy— 
the only remedy : he for whose nerves it is too strong, 
let him, as soon as the irritation pains him,— take warn- 
ing and shut his eyes against it: let him shut his eyes, 
and prepare his neck for a yoke, the pressure of which 
will continue on the increase, till either convulsion 

this or a future century — as towards the close of the seventeenth-^ 
the people-.^dier8 and all — should become ^fictut^ tired of such 
theory and such practice. 
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breaks it, or existence sinks under it. Tbis^ remedy— 
two words, viz. democratical ascendency will^ in princi* 
pie, suffice for the expression of it. Taking this for 
the general description of the mtdy — -parliamentary re- 
form will next make its appearance in the character 
of a means: parliamentaiy reform in general as a 
proposed means : radical parliamentary reform, as the 
only means, by which either that immediate end, 
or the ultimate end — political salvation, can, in the 
nature of the case, be accomplished. 
' Without any outward and visible change in the 
forms of the Gonstitution,-*-by the means already indi- 
cated, by the mere instrumentality of the ever increas- 
ing mass of thjs matter of good operating in the hands 
of the crown in the character of matter of corruptive 
influence, — have the two separate, partial, and sinister 
interests, — viz. iYi^ monarchical Titid iht arislocralicaly^^ 
obtained over the detnocraiical interest, (which is no 
other than the umV^rja/ interest), not only an ascendency 
-^but an ascendency so complete, that, under the out- 
side show of a mixt and limited monarchy, a monar* 
chy virtually and substantially absolute, is the result. 
• Without any outward and visible change in the 
forms of the Constitution — though waste already 
committed cannot be caused not to have been com- 
mitted — ^though past misr.ule cannot be caused not to 
have reigned — ^yet may the plague be stayed. — To the 
democratical, to the universal interest, ^iV^ — one might 
almost say, restore — that ascendency which by the 
confederated, partial, and sinister interest has been so 
deplorably abused ; and so long as it continues, will 
contiaue to be abused ; — thus you have tlie remedy. — 
This is what parliamentary reform will do, if it does, 
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anything: /A/j is what parliamentary reform means, 
if it means any thing. 

This in the year 17 80, and again in 17 83, i^at the de- 
dared wish-^the accomplishment of it the avowed, 
the ofHciai, the parliamentary endeavour of the lat^ 
Dnke of Richmond: a Duke — and with royal blood, 
though from a sinister channel, flowing in his veins : 
already even at the earliest of those two periods, a ve« 
teran : a veteran^not only in the army, but in par-^ 
liament, in office, and of course in high office. Hk 
declared object was — the restoring to the people 
what by him were regarded as their unalienable rights : 
and what, — ^taking the word right in a certain alto* 
gether usual sense, though assuredly not in a legal 
sense, may with indisputable propriety be said to be 
so :-^his object'-^giving to the people those rights : his 
declared and principal means — universal suffrage siud 
an annually rei%ewed House of Commons. — Now this 
peer — this duke — what object less good than this 
could have beeu his object ?«~what bis expectation ? 
Gould it have been anarchy? Could it have been so 
much as defnocracy ? — But read his plan — one of the 
few schemes of legislation, to which the authors have 
been at the same time able and willing to give the sup- 
port of reasons. Read his plan, and with it read hia 
reasons : they are contained in a letter dated August 
15) 1)839 and addressed to }^ Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sharman, commander, of the Volunteers, Ireland." 
Some ipsi'dixitism in it about rights might, in point of 
reasoning, though |>erbaps not in point of power of 
persuasion, have been spared : but, setting aside the 
ipse-dixitism^ — ^better, and sounder, and closer reason- 
ing is not often to be found. Never yet has that man 
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been found who durst grapple witii it. Men shut 
their eyes against it, and write and talk as if it had 
never been in existence.* 

Now. in this change — for unless the plague con« 
tinues and spreads, a change there must be — in this 
change is there any innovatton .^— No : in substance, 
there ia not so much as an innovation. The one thing 
needful is— that the power of the purse should be actu^ 
ally and effectively in the hands of the real repre- 
sentatives, the freely chosen deputies of the body of 
the people: the power of the purse ^ that being the 
power by the exercise of which for the defence of the 
people, against Steuart tyranny, all other needful 
powers were acquired. Now, at various periods in the 
history of this country, this all productive power was 
actually in the hands of the people : witness statute 
after statute : witness in one reign, viz. the splendid 
and unhappily conquering reign of Edward the third, 
and at thirty-two years interval, two statutes, by each 



* Existence, however, it has, and— viz. at Hone's, 55, Fleet-Btreet, 
and 67, Old Bailey ; Hone being Editor of the Reformist's Register- 
that existeace may even al this day be had for twopence. The title 
ift^The right of the People to Uni veraaL Sufirage and Annual Pariia* 
meots, clearly demonstrated by the late Duke of Richmond.r-In this 
letter of his, the Duke is against secrecy of suffrage. By a sort of sen* 
timentality, with perhaps a little of self-regarding interest, per« 
cetved or nnperceived, at the bottom of it, was his objection — ^fot 
such as it is» there is but on«— dictated. A little further on, it may 
be seen what a cqotraat the Duke'a logic on this head makes with 
that which had dictated what he has said on the two others. As to 
his fitV^— <late of it Anno 1780, it is not to be found in the Parlia- 
mentary Register, but was published by itself, first (it is said) by 
Ridgw^, and just now (Feb. 161 7^) by Hone. 
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of whichi the annaal holding of a psiriiafa^al>^*-^|u:id i^ 
those days parliaments annually holden were annually 
changed — was declared to be the legitimate state and 
cond it ioa of the government. 

. Now if in those days — in those dayfr in which the 
press was unknown — in which scarce any man but a 
priest could so m\iqh asT.read — and in which there waft 
nothing worth the reading — no — not so much aa ,the^ 
Bible — to be read ; — if in those days in which standing 
armies were unknown, the people could, without • 
danger to themselves or any body else, possess and 
exercise the power of the purse ;--rif in thp^e days of 
ignorance and barbarism all this could be ; — in these 
our days under the protection of such a forest of 
Jbayonets; — in these our days, in which every man 
either reads or hears his newspaper-^^and in which, 
every thing that, in this part of the field at least, man 
can need for his instruction, may be to be found in 
newspapers ; — ^in these days, shall blipd cowardice, or 
tyranny in the skin of cowardice, find in pretended 
universal ignorance a pretext for scorning universal 
suffrage 7^ — But of this more in an ensuing section^ 

But enough, and already Coo much, of the endlessly 
mischievous absurdity involved in the word innovcUioiu 
What ? is evil converted into good by being old ? — 
good into evil by being new ? What ? is experience 
worth nothing? In toothless infancy is there more 
wisdom than in grey hairs ? From self-contradic- 
tory nonsense, let us come to common sense : from long 
past and widely dissimilar, let us come to the present 
state of things. 

In the ascendency of the democratic interest"^ — to any 
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tbiagbut^ecbbtmuanceorunconstitutionally usurped- 
and most perniciously abused power, is there any, 
the slightest show of danger? In any determinate and 
assignable shape, any the smallest ground for appre- ' 
hensibn ?— What shall decide? Shall it be experi- 
ence? Well : by experience, and that as well in its 
negative as its positive shape the decision is pro* 
nounced. 

Look to positive experience: behold it in the 
American United States. There you have— not mere- 
ly democratic- ascendency — democratic ascendency 
in a mixt government: but democracy-— pure demo- 
cracy, and nothing else. There you have — ^not one 
democracy only, but a whole cluster, of democracies : 
there, all is democracy; all is regularity, tranquillity^' 
prosperity, security: continual security,- and with it, 
continually increasing, though with practical equality 
divided, opulence. All, all is democracy: no aristo- 
cracy 3 no monarchy ; all that dross evaporated. As 
for us, we need no such purity; we could not brook 
it : the dross has a glitter on it ; our eyes are used to it,-— 
that glitter: we cannot part with it. With us, so far 
as consists with national salvation, possession not only. 
oi property hxii of power ^ even though that power be 
but a trusty is a sacred thing : the tUi possidetis princi* 
pie, as in international law a well known and frequent* 
ly applied, so in internal government, a sacred princi- 
ple. Well, let us keep it then— the whole of it: 
not pnre democracy do we want, nor any thing like it : 
what we want is, > under the existing forms of sub/ec*- 
tion, the asc^dency— Ahe virtual and effective ascen* 
dency of the democratic interest: this is all we are ab* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



xlii' 

si^otely ia Med of: with this we should be conteot: 
with less than this it is ia vain to speak of content: 
£6r leas ihto this ^nomif stve us. 

Look to fugaiwi experience. While, in the lan- 
guage of legitinoacy and tyranny, and of the venal 
slavery that crawls under them^ diUiQcracy^iA,ana(cckjf 
are synonymous Cerm8|~see whether, on the irbol^ 
surface of the globe, there is, or evar has been any 
where so much as a single example, from which this 
abuse of words can receive countenance. Look oncsi 
more at the United States, and see whether, on the ha* 
bitabb globe, there exists any where so regular, ao 
wtll-rtgulated a government. 

Look not to Greece or Italy : look not to ancient or 
to middle ages: look not to any self-acting democmcy. 
Compared with the democracy here in question^^tcom- 
pared with a representative democracy — a demooracy 
in which the sole power exercised by the people i» 
that of choosing their deputies, and in those deputies 
their rulers,—- whatever else has been called JUmocraey^ 
has had nothing of democracy but the name. 

Well then : forasmuch as in democracy, though itbe 
American democracy, a total democracy ,*^forasmuch as 
in a democracy standing by itself without support ffom 
any thing but itself, there be no such thing as danger {'— 
no diminution of security for person, propetty, repar 
tatioh, condition in life, leligious worahip^n a w<w4t 
£ar any thing on which man sets a value ; — what ground 
can the nature of the case afford, for any apprehrasion 
of d^mger^n a partial democracy, with monarchy 
and aristocvacy by the side, and at the head of it, for 
its supporl^ for its support, and for keeping it ia 
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order, a standiog army — a conquering*^an irrcsistibia 
standing army— -that grand instrument of order — all 
around it ? 

Well, then:— -such being in general terms the in- 
strument — and the only possible instrument — of politi- 
cal salvation, now as to the principles by which tbe«^« 
plication made of it requires to be guided. 

At present, the cause of the misrule is this: viz. the ruie 
is completely in the hands of those whose interest it is-* 
their interest, and thence of necessity their desire^^-^and 
as far as depends upon them, the detemihationr-^that 
the miarole should continue: — the thing required is^-^ 
leaving the executive part of the government where it 
is, so to order matters, that the controuling part of the 
gOTernment shall be in the hands of those whose in- 
terest it is that good government shall take place of 
nsitfule : of misrdle in erery shape, and more parti-» 
cularly in the two most intimately connected and mxx< 
tually fostering shape&^-^waste and corruption, cor- 
ruption and waile. Now these are the whole body of 
the people, two classes alone excepted : viz. those by 
whom a loss in the shape of mon^^, and those by whom 
a loss in the shape oi power (not to speak of factitious 
dignity), would be sustained or apprehended from the 
change ! As to what regards mmiey, the uii possidetw 
principle being received and acted upon,-^8QpposiDg 
delinquency out of the question, the only loss that 
could befal any body, would be, loss of the chance of 
increase. As to what regards powerj in this shape it 
cannot be denied, that, of any change,-^by which misrule 
could x>n the whole, or any consideraUe part, be made 
to ccase^^-^losa of power actually in possession'»-<iad: 
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thai to no incoDfiiderable amount — would be an alto- 
gether inevitable consequence. — Loss of money ? Ye« ! 
But of what money? of money at present expected to 
be received as the wages of corruption ^— loss of power? 
Yes! But of what power? — of that power which at 
present, for the purchase of the wages of corruption 
in the shape of money, as well as other shapes, is per- 
petually on sale. 

" Before proceeding any farther, up comes (it must be 
confessed) a question, the title of which to an answer 
cannot admit of dispute. In the case of so vast a mul- 
titude of individuals, of the vast majority of whom it 
were too much to suppose that they had any tolerable 
acquaintance with the business of government^how is 
it that there can be any adequate probability of their 
concurring in the making a tolerably apt choice, in 
regard to the persons by whom it shall thus be car* 
ried on? 

The short answer is — that, as the matter stands, the 
question is but a question of curiosity add theory. 
That, for the purpose in question, a choice suflBciently 
apt can be made — is habitually made — and, with entire 
confidence may be reasonably depended upon— is, by the 
American examples above referred to, put altogether 
out of doubt. The question is, then, reduced to this : 
viz. in what, among the circumstances belonging to 
the case, are we to look for the cause of a state of 
things, of the existence of which there cannot be a 
doubt, — but which, in a distant and abstract view of 
it, presents itself as thus improbable. 

For giving immediate facility to the answer, a du^ 
tinction no less familiar in itself than important in . its 
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cpnsequeDceff^— may here be brought to view. This is—' 
the. distinction between a 5^(f^orm^^ and a derivative 
judgment. On the ground of any j^{/'-/orm^^ judgment^ 
few indeed could, in a case such as that in question, be 
expected to act with any tolerable degree of wisdom 
or. felicity :-^true : but neither is it less so, that on the 
ground of ^nVa/zV^ judgment, there exists not, (nor 
in this country ii ever likely to exist), any such large 
and miscellaneous body of men, of whom the majority 
may not, even in such a case as this, be expected, and 
with reason, to act with a degree of felicity adequate to 
the purpose.-— For, in respect of those concerns, which 
to each individual taken by himself, are of still superior 
importance — y\z. physic Jaw^ and religion^ for example 
—every m^n who is not, in his own eyes, competent to 
make on the ground of his own self-formed judgment, 
the choice of an agent or assistant, does he not feel 
himself reduced to the necessity of acting on the 
ground of derivative judgment ? — in a word, on the 
ground q{ public opinioii? and, under the yoke of thit, 
as well as so many other necessities, the business of 
life — of private, of domestic life— ^oes on in the way 
we see. Of private life ? Well, and why not also of 
pvhlic life. Of the business o{ each? Well, and why 
not then the business of a// .^*— And note, that on this 

* Reader, mark well the following parallel : when read> go back a 
h\f pages, &Pply i^ ^^ pagc> vii* viii. ix. «nd x. 

I. IJnder mixt Monard^-^BriHsh ConstUutum. 
1. Falling off of the receipts of this last year, ending 5th Ja- 
nuary^ 1817> at compared with those of the last precoding one, 
9,063,106/. 

' 2. ReceipU 
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ecqasioQ, the probability of making aay SHcb cboice aa 
sball be ool only foolish but mischievoufi— (and in so 



3. Receipts of the same year^ eDd'mg 5th of January, 1817, 
57,360,698/. 

3. Pi^oportion of the amount of the deficieAcy to ikat of the fe- 
ctipi, about ow^^ixth. 

II. Under RepreseiiUative Democracy — American United States ConUi^ 

iution. 

\. Receipts of the last year (ending fire days earlier than the 
. aliove, Brttish)-*^nan 47,000/)00. 

2. Deduct payments and appropriation that same year, 
38,000,000. 

3. Surplus remaining in the treasury, applicable in discharge fgt 
the public debt, 5,000,000. V' 

Proportion of the surplus to the expenditure, about one-fourth JJ|l 
, 4. Public debt at the end of the last year, dollars 110,000,OTfi: 
Amount ia pounds sterling, th^ dollar about 5s. about 27,500,000. 

The British sums are taken from the Commons' House document, 
3d February, 1817: the American from that which follows. 

Morning Chronicle, Jan. % 1817: Extract from the Message, 
ti«nsmitted by the lyettdent of the Uriited States of America, to bcAh 
Houses of Cmgreu, Dec. S, 1816. 

" It has been estimated, that during the year 1816 f the actual 
receipts of revenue at the treasury, including the. balance at the 
commencement of the year, and excluding the proceeds of loans and 
treasury notes, wiH amount to about the sum of 47 milKans of doU 
lots: that, during the same year, the actual payments at the trea- 
sury, including the payment of the arrearages of the war depart- 
ment, as well as the payment of a considerable excess beyond the 
annual appropriation, will amount to about the sum of 38 millions qf 
dollars; and that consequently at the close of the year, there will be 
a surplus in (he treasury of about the sum of 9 millions of dollars . . . 
The floating debt of treasury notes and temporary loans, will soon 

t [£MiiMletf:] for td the whole of AeyMVy|iDittiw4te»aiwiii t^tfld not bt 
•a plicC; near a month of it beug at that time still to come. 
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far as it is not practically mischievcms, no matter haw 
iioolisb it is) is not only circamscribed, but ^ircttBi- 
scribed within very narrow limits, by the nature and 
number of the individuals wbo» on an occasion such as 
that in question, can offer themselves, with any the 
least prospect of finding acceptance, at the hands of 
the majority of so large a multitude, as that in ques- 
tion : say at least, several thousands. True it is that, 
wisre the electors, for example, the parishioners of a 
small parish, — many might be the instances in which it 
might happen, that foolish and ignorant men might in 
considerable knd those preponderant numbers, agree in 
the choice of some artful and profligate man of their 
own level and their own set,— by whoni, to his own 
fSriyate and sinister purposes, their confidence would 
be abused* But when*— whether it be in respect of 
territory as well as population, or in respe^ of popu- 
lation atone«i-.the electoral circle is of any such large 
dioiensioQs as those in question^ all such individual 
afikd private causes of seduction and deception are alto- 
gether out of the question : no man can eithar propose 
himself, or be reasonably expected to be proposed, but 
upon the ground of some reputed qualification, of his 
poflsession of which, supposing him to possess it, the 
tihoie population of the electoral district will be in 
some sort in the possession of the means of judging. 
But of all qualifications, real or imaginable, the 



be entirely discharged. The aggregate of the funded debt, com* 
poeed o^'debtt incurred daring the wars of 1776 and of 181% hieis 
been estimated with reference tifr 'ttie 1st of Jatinary Mi%, (1817) St 
a Mim nu exceedieg one bundrad rad tea naiUioni #f^]olUih.~ 
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qualMLcation, such as it, is, which consistfl ia the 
-possetsion of property to such an amount as to draw 
attention, is at the same time the very qualificatioo, 
iconcerning the possession of which men in general 
are best satisfied with their competence to form a right 
judgment,--o^nd that on which, in proportion; to its 
real virtue in the character of presumptive evidence 
of appropriate aptitude, the greatest reliance is; — by 
men in general, and in particular by the most uninr- 
formed classe6,<--wont to be plaoed. 
» The men who at present determine the course of 
.election by the influence of will an mil — these same 
men, in the event of the proposed change— -these 
isame me&^— and in a proportion much more likely lo 
.outstrip, than to fall short of their deserts, — would 
ihey not, by the in&utnce of understandings real or 
imputed, on understandings exercise, for the most part, 
!tfae same effective power — produce, for the ihost part 
.r^— BO far as concerns possession of the seats — the same 
-dBRBcis as now i — Possession of the seats ? — ^Yes i viz» 
in the case of those, in whose eyes, after the necessary 
change, on the only terms on which they would be to 
be had, these seats would be worth having. But, among 
those, by whom at present the office is at present pos- 
slBSsed— possessed, and on each occasion, at each man's 
pleasure, the functions that belong, to it, either ex- 
ercised or neglected, -^how many are there in whose 
eyes it would be worth possessing, if at all times the 
functions could not be left neglected, except when, 
under the spur of sinister interest, the power of it 
came of course to be abased? 

Well— and suppose among $58 members — (for the 
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8tipp09itioD, Ma/ number may do as \vell as another ,) — 
among the 658 members, returned ander a system of de- 
mocratic ascendency, ten knaves should be found plot- 
iiog and confederating with one another (though what in 
4hat case could diey be gainers by any such plotting f) 
— ^and fourscore and ten fools foolish enough to be led 
by them. In such a cas^ what is the mischief they 
irould be able to do? 

Alas ! how happy would not the state of things be 
in comparison of what it is, if there were not more 
than ikrice ten knaves occupied without ceasing, not 
only in the plotting of mischief, but in the doing it 
and carrying it into effect! — More than ihria ten 
«uch knaves— (or, if it be but once^ the 0nc0 is bat 
toosufficient}-^and more than thrice fourscore and ten, 
— in whom, in a proportion altogether indetermina* 
ble,— the knavery of following, with eyes wide open, 
at the tail of the knayes, — ^and the folly of suffering 
themselves to be led, with winking, or half-closed, 
or carelessly, or purposely averted eyes, — are com- 
bined.* 



« Woodf^ir^ JDebates, sono 1797, voL iii. p. 316. CharleB Fox.— 
'« I lay that it i^.demonstrated, bejond the power of subterfuge to 
" <|ue«tion« that genuiae represeotation aloue oan give solid power, 
" and that, in order to make the government strong, the people ifiuit 
" nudceihe gove mm r u . I say, that you ought to act on this grated 
" muximitf political vMomtfius demonstrated, and caU on the people 
*' according t^^the original principles of your system to the strenglJi 
" of your government ; — I say, that in doing this you will not innovate 
*' -^you will not ituitat^' — (meaning the French Constitution, which 
he bad been speaking of)—" you will only recur to the true path of 
«' the Constitution of England* In making iht people of England # 

d 
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Ascendency^? Yes: ascendancy k must be: no- 
thing less will serve. 



" constituent part qf the Government of England, you do no more 
'* than restore the genuine edifice^ designed and framed by our 
" ancestors." 

Pari. Reg. anno 1793, p. 377.-— iftfr. Grey, now Earl Gr<y.—** lo 
" bringing forward this business, he was aware how ungracious it 
" would be, for that House to shew that they are not the real repre- 
" sentatives of the people" 

Ibid. p. 379. — Mr. Grey, now Earl Grof.^" Why should tmcvd" 
*' tions of the prerogatwe be watched with less jealousy, than inno* 
" vatioos in &your of the poj^uiar part of the constitution V* 

Pari. Reg. anno 1793, p. 380.— Mr. Grey, now Birl Grey.—*' On 
" looking into the Journals of the 24th of May, 1784, he founds 
^ motion made, that the King's Speech should be read, wherein fan 
** Majesty says, that he would be always desirous to concur with bis 
*' Parliament, in supporting and maintaining in their just balance 
" the rights of every branch of the Legislature.'' 

Pirl. Reg. anno 1793, p. 387.— ilfr. Gr^, now Earl Grey.^^ Are 
" all these innovations to be made, in order to increase the influeDce 
** of the ei^ecutive power, — and is nothing to be done in favour of 
'* the popular part of the constitution, to act as a counterpoise f" 

Pari. Reg. anno 1793« p. 407. Commons. *' A modern author of 
" great eloquence," [£. Burke, anno 1770 ?], says Mr. Erskine, now 
Lord Erskine, " speaking of those changes in the English govem- 
" ment, truly said, •The virtue, spirit, and essence, of a House of 
*' Commons consists in its being the express image of the fbdings of 
'' the nation. It was not instituted to be a controXupon the people, 
^'* as of late it has been taught by a doctrine of the most pernicious^ 
«' tendency, but as a control /or the people."* 

Pari. Reg. anno 1793, p. A\l ,— Sir William Young.—'' A delega- 
'' tion, of Members to that House, ought ever to be » . . of persons 
'^ having one common interest with those who sent them there." 
So much tot principle : now for fact. — Who were the persons in the 
parenthesis here marked as omitted ? Answer. " Gentlemen an- 
" swering the description of those whom be then addressed.*^ 
Could this have been serious ? — was it not irony ? 

Pari 
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. Talk of mixtiiri^ — yes^ ihvs may servQ, and must 
serve : — ^but then^ tbe instrinsically noxious ingredients 
•—the- ingredients which must be kept in, though 
for no better reason than that we are used to them — 
and being so used to them, could not bear — (for who 
is there that could bear ?) — to part with them — these 
ingredients — of which the greatest praise would be 
that they were inoperative — ^must not be in any such 
proportion of force, as to destroy, or materially to 
impair, th^ efficiency of the only essentially useful 
one. 

Talk of balance^ never will it do: leave that to 
Mother Goose and Mother filackstone. Balance — 
balance — politicians upon roses — to whom, to save the 
tail of thinkings — ^on questions most wide in extent, 
and mest high in importance — ^an allusion — an. 
emblem-^-an anything— so as it has been accepted 
by others, is accepted as conclusive evidence — what 

Pari. Keg. anno 1793, p. 465.— iHfr. WkUiread,—^* Sir, I maintain 
'* that tbere ought to/ be a communis of interest between the peo- 
" pie and their representatives." 

Pari Reg. anno 1793, p. 468.— Mr. Whitbread.~'*^t wi»h only 
** to restore to the democracy that power which it ought to possess." 

Works of Sir William Janes, by Lard Teignmouih, vol. viii. p. 506. 
— " Speech on the-Beformation of Parliament/' spoken anno 1783, 
May 28tb, at the London TaTcm, afterwards penned and published 
bj himself. — " It is true" (says Sir WilUam Jone^ in this speech) 
'' that the spirit of the Constitution ought not to be changed :"' 
[nO, in so far as good : in so far as bad, why not ?] " it is false, 
" that thejfbrm ought not to be corrected : and I will now demon- 
** strate that the spirit of our ConitHution requires a repre^entatioQ 
'' of the people nearly equal, and nearly universal.** 

d2 
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meaifi ye by this yoUr Mancef KiMm ye not, tliat 
in'a machine of any kind, wliien forces balance each 
other, the machine is at a stand ? — Well, and in the 
machine of government, immobility — this perpetual 
absence of all motion — is that the thing which it 
iVanted? Know ye not that^— since an emblem yoti 
must have — isitice you can neither talk, nor attempt 
to think, but in hieroglyphics— know you not that, as 
in the case of the body natural, so in thie case of ibt 
body polUiCf when motion ceases^ tint body dies f 

So much for the balance : now for the mixture .-Hhdi 
miicture to which, as such, such virtue is wont to be 
ascribed. Here is a form of government, in which the 
power is divided among three interests: — the interest 
of the great body of the people — of the many — ^and two 
separate interests — the interest of the cne and the in- 
terest of the/i?i^— both of which are adverse to it : — tw<i 
separate and narrow interests, neither of which is kept 
on fbot'-'-but at the expense, to the loss, and by the sa- 
crifice, of the broader interest. This fiEMm of govern- 
ment (say you) has its advantages.-^It« advamtages ^— 
compared with what ?— Compared with those forms of 
government, in which the people have no power at 
all, or in wihich, if they have aqy, they have nqt «o 
nmch ?^Ofa yes : with any each form of governmeBt 
for tfn object of comparison, its exceUence is ubquea- 
tionable. But, compare it with a form of governtnefil 
in whiph the interest of the people is the onljr in- 
terest that is iooked to: — in wbich iieitber a. single 
man, wkh a separate and adverse interest of his own, 
nor a knot of men with a separate and adverse in- 
terest of their own, are to be found ; — wJiere^ no in- 
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tMeit is k<pt up at Ijbe expeom, to tbeloM, by the 
sacrifice, of the univANul iMttr^st to it^-^wbere is tiun 

Nay but ($ayt raoiehody) in tbe form of gomromeot 
in qoeatioii, what tbl» supr^mr-^ih^ unhnrsal powtr 
iiH^ a 'coiQpouiKl<r^ mixtttre of the three powers 
oorresponding to the three ivUnsU^ nhsit the 4Kcd- 
Ume prbdttGcd by il as inr^<«ot aay one of the three in- 
gredients taken by itself: no— it is the mixture. Take 
away any one of the three laassea of power, the laixf^ 
ture IB changed 1 the excc^Uen^ is iliwinished :-<^ake 
away any two of tbenit mutiure has plam no longer:— 
ibe excellence vanishes. 

GbQd:«-*tfais notion about mxlurrr'-HQ yea, good 
enough, so long as the ret pective natoret of the se- 
veral interests are kept out of sight Look at theao, 
and then see whether it be possible that> taking the 
power of the people for the icni^ subs tanGe,*^y the 
adding to it either or both of the two other powmrs, 
and thus making a niix<iirtf,<-Hiny such quality as €Stnl- 
UfU$i with reference to what belongs to the sivqiU 
substaniae taken by itself, can be produced. 

A form of ge^Temment, in which the. interest of 
the 4rhole is the only interest provided for ^-rin which 
tbe only power is a power hating for ite phject the 
support of that interest ;r-4n this form of govemmeot 
behold the siMspU substanoe. To this simple substance 
addt separately m coD|unct}vely» a power employed in 
the support of tbe interest of one single person, and 
a power employed in the support of the interest of a 
4»>nipanitiv«ly simU knot of persons :««-tn .either of 
tbese iasea you have a flu«ft«f/.*^well; compared 
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be the advantages of this mixture. 

What ? what, could man ever find to say in behalf 
of monarchy^ but that monarchy is legitimacy ? or in 
behalf of aristocracy^ but that property is rirtue? 

Fair questions these : — should any man feel disposed 
to answdr them, let the answers 4>e so too: and let 
them not--*-oh ! let them not { be either impriscmment 
or death ! 

Go to the flour-mill: get a sackof^otir, in which 
there is flour, and nothing else : — make bread of it,— - 
there you have the simple substance. In making your 
bread, add now to the flour some powder of chali^ 
with or without some powder of burnt bones: in ei- 
ther case you have a mixture. Well, in either case, 
so long as you do not add to the flour too much of 
that which is not flour, your bread may afford ooa- 
rishment — it may give to your constitution-^tto the 
constitution of your natural body — a support. Bot^ 
from either of these two liew ingredients, does this 
body of yours derive any nourishment ? the.conslita- 
tion of it any support? your bread any thing that 
can be called by the name of excellence ? 

Father of the representative system ! O rare Sinmt 
DeMnntfort! thou who, in giving birth to it — ^without 
perhaps intending good tofauman being,ffiiveone — didst 
to mankind more good than ever was doiie'by any one 
other mortal man t in giving birth to that most benefic^t 
system, thou ^vest birth to the only. practicable demo- 
cracy ; to the only democracy, of which extent beyond a 
nutshell, or duration beyondvaday^ are attainable attri- 
biites tr-^Cpmes the persecution of the«S^r/j,jand de- 
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taoer acy — representative democracy isplanted in Ao^e* 
rkiai, with nothing but monarchy to hang over it : — 

comes the persecution of the G > the monarchy is 

now cut up: — ^an^ now the salutiferous plant, esta* 
blished in its own roots, cleared of every weed that had 
choked it, shines in all its purity ,~-rears and spreads 
Itself, — with matchiess, and enviablet and en>vied, 
and hated, and dreaded vigour, fiy the mere passing 
from the one country to the other, oh, what a host of 
plagues and miseries in detail — major each in itself, 
minor compared with the two capital ones— -did it not 
leave behind ! Well worth taking and holding up to 
▼iew would be the list of these abuses: but, for any 
such tasrk the present is no place. 

No: — but for the English Go&stilution, dtrmocracyj 
the only democracy worth the name, never could have 
been known* Oh rare English Constitution ! there, 
there is thy greatest-r-there thy only lasting praise ! 

Balance ? equality ? no: J can not say equality^ when 
what I mean is ascendeiwy* Palsied would be this 
handi — motionless this pen — if, for the 6rst time in a 
life, already of some lengthy it were to attempt decep* 
tion; Ascendracy--rthis I do mean, nothing iess: more 
I do not mean — ^indeed I do not. The Monarch may 
for OD^hk 1 know, plunge hia hjaqgman's knife in my 
bowels ; but I am not for ^'cashiering kings." The one 
thing needful, and sufBclent for the.purpo&e-^this I 
would have if 1 could : this I would have if I could, 
whatever wete its name. More than this^ not being 
iamy view needful for the purpose, more I would not 
have if :I oiuld. For any more than for myself, for, 
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for any m6tt ttiM mywlf, no title have I to «pMfci 
In speaking thus for myself, I spcakWhat I ifaooki 
expeot to find the sense^^so long ae it were the qviet 
sense — of a vast majority of the peopie*^ia twa at 
least of the three kingdoms — ^high and low — rich afid 
poor together. But| should the only remedy be irt* 
fused, oppression continue, and eji»$peration ris# 
against it, then it is not quiet sense that will speak« 
but exasperation ; and, as to what exasperation may say 
or do, who is there that can undertake to measure it? 



i 5. Remedy in deiail-^^Radical Farliamevfarjf 
Reform — Elementary arrangements in this edi^ 
tion of it — tkeir necessity. 

Immediate caase of the mischief^-^on the part of Cfae 
men acting as representatives of the people, coupled 
with tidequate poweir a sinister mttrtst^ productive of a 
constant sacrifice made of the ititereit of the people* 

Causes df the above cattse,*«^in the breasts of these 
saine agt^nts, undui independence ooopled with 'Mdui 
dependMu ; independence as towards their principals ; 
dependence as towards the .G-**-^*«<m — r«-Generai^ by 
whoM C O ' tive influeaoe the ahoyeHnemibiied sacri^ 
iice is produced. 

Here, in the above eleaseots — here, in a siutshell, 
tfiay be se^ the mischief and its caisseb .-f^agaibsc this 
xkMschief, revolution apart, behold ia I^tHimnentaiy 
Reform the name of the only possible remedy. In 
these elements, when devielopedt tttayheseeti-x-wfairt 
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radical reform is*--*what the sort of reform termed 
madMraU le— thence, what and whei-e the differencd. 

The refoite sketched out in the ensuiog plan being 
of the radical kiDd,«r-4he advantagesi hy the coa%\^ 
demtion of which the Bereral elementary arrange* 
menta contained in it were suggested, will there be 
fouijid. But, oti the present occasion, what is vt- 
quired is — ^from all the several arrangements. in que»* 
tioB,: to shiew«~this having been the result of the in- 
quiiry*««4hat while, by radical reform, a remedy, and 
that an adequate one, would be applied,-^by moderate 
reform no remedy would be applied, or next to n6ne. 
In brief, the undue independence would remain, and 
with it the undue dependence. 

Thus far in generals : now for derelopement :^ 

First point to be considered^-^jiVtitftii^itf , iii and to 
botk whkh, to be effectual, the remedy must apply 
itself. These are:— 

1* Sitnatiott of ParUamentary Electors, 

it. SituaUon of PaHiamentary RepreseiUaiires* 

I, Firsts as to Ihe situation of Parliamentary Elec^ 
iarsm . 

Take &>r the. description of the ulimaU isnd, sMfr 
vancetlmmt q/ the uniPersal interest 

Jb the descciption of fhia end is incladttd*^rM^/' 
hensimi of all distinguishable particular iwletesfs : viis^ 
to Boch sert^ that such of thens, between which tie 
repugnancy, has places may be piiovided for in con^* 
junction) and tidtbaut dt^alcaticfn i-^^^hilef in regard 
ta.snch of: them, between wjiich any ^uch repugnancy 
hiB placet nuck defalcations, tad such alone, sbali 
be made, as, when taken all togiMfaer, shall leave in the 
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M«bt^f a maxinntm whatsoever residuum of coiafiBft 
and security may be the result : — with exceptions to as 
small an extent as possible, interests ^ to be advanced: 
without any exception, all to be considered. 

In the character of a means, in tjiis same descrip- 
tion is moreover included* — if it be not rather the 
same thing in other v^oids-^virtual utiwersalUy of 
suffrage. 

In this «aaie description Is moreover included — 
if it be not the same thing a^in in other words — 
practical equality of representati&n or suffrage. 

Applied to the name of the quality universality^ 
the use of the adjunct virtual is> — ^by the limitation of 
which it gives intimation, to distinguish it from unit' 
mited universality of suffrage; unlimited or absolute^ 
being the degree of universality^ which, but for the 
application of some limitative adjunct, would, accord- 
ing to the correct import of the word, be to be under** 
stood. Of absolute universality^ if admitted, the ef- 
fect would be — ^toadmit to the exercise of the franchise 
in question persons of various descriptions, none of 
whom would be capable of exercising it to the advan-^ 
tage either of others or of tjiemselves. Idiots^ ^vA 
infants in leading-strings, may seVve for e^uimples. 

By virtually universal suffrage, what I mean is — 
that which, will remain of absolutely universal suffrage, 
^hen from the number of individuals designated by 
the word untversalf all such defalcations shall have 
been made, as, by specific considerations, shall have 
been shewn to be. productive, each of them o£ z Be* 
tufit in some special shape : that benefit being at the 
«ame time prepand^ant over every inconvenience^ if 
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«fiy such there he, resulting from the limitation thus 
applied:— a limitation, viz. to the opei-ation of the 
principle, by which the comprehension of all in-^ 
lerests, as far as practicable, is prescribed. 

If, in the instance of any one ixidivtdaal of the 
whole body of the people, it be right tliat the faculty of 
contributing to the choice of a representative — to the 
choice of a person, by whom, in the Representative 
Assembly, his interest shall be advocated, be possessed 
and exercised,r-t-how can it be otherwise than right, in 
the instance of any one other such person? In this 
question, viz. in the impossibility of finding an answer 
to it, unless it be in the case, and to the extent, of the 
several defalcations above alluded to, — will, it is be? 
lieved, be found contained, the substance of the argu« 
ment in support of urdversaliiy of suffrage.. 

If, in the instance of any one individual, it b& right 
that he should possess a share^ of a certain degree of 
magnitude^ in the choice of a person, to form one ill 
the aggregate body of the representatives of the peo- 
ple, — how can it be right that, in the instance of any 
other individual, the share should be either less or 
greater? In this question is contained the substance 
of the argument in support of practical equality of 
representation. 

That which universality of suffrage has for its limit 
— is— need of defalcation for divers special causes or 
reasons: — to give intimation of this limit is the use 
of the adjunct virtual. That which equality ofrepre-^ 
sentation has for its limit is-r-in the first place, the in- 
convenience, which in the shape of delay, vixfition^ 
and expense, could not fail to he the result of Jiny t^j 
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deavour, employed at any assignable poiot bf time, to 
give existence to absdute equality ; in the next place, 
the impossibility, resnlling from the diversiiiesi of 
which in respect of increase and decrease, the quantity 
of the population is every where susceptible : viz* Che 
impossibility of keeping on foot— for any length of 
time, any such absolute equality,-~supposing it to 
have, in the first instance, been established- 

In the same description is, moreover, included yr^/- 
doni of suffrage : freedam^ to which, in the present in** 
stance, may be considered as equivalent Xjtttxx^-^gi^ 
nuineness and non-spuriovsiiess. 

To say that a suffrage ought to be freiy what is it 
but to say — that the mU expressed by it ought to bo 
the very will of the person by whom it is so expressed? 
* — ^The will of that person and of that person only : 
Vm sdf-fornud'miW^ — the product of his oyrnjudgtHent^ 
silf -formed or derivative as the case may be, — ^not pro- 
duced by the knowledge or belief of the existence of 
any mU or wish^ considered as entertained by any other 
person, at whose hands the voter entertains an even* 
Dual expectation of receiving good or evil^ in any 
shape: good or evil, according as, by him the said 
TOtejT, the wishes of such other person, in relation to 
the matter in question, shall or shall not bav« \^em 
conforinedto. 

In so far as, in the instance oT any voter, the vote 
which is given is, according to this explanation, and 
in thift s^n^.e, no^/ree, it is manifestly not gmUine : it 19 
spurious : — ^under the guise and disguise of the expriTf* 
si<ni of the will of the voter^ it is the yfill-^mt of th« 
voter, b«t of some other porsoo. lo so £ir a9 it h 
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^ven as ftod for the will of the vdler, the giving it, 
18 k any tfaing better than an act of imposture ? 

5 or 4. Secrecy of suffrage. Short reason, its ne- 
cessity to secureyr^frfcwn : — ^i. e. to secuTQ gimiitufuss — 
to prevent spwriousness. 

Extensive and important as is the resnlt of the whote 
body of electoral suffrages, given in the aggregatd 
.number of the electoral districts; — ^yet, nndor any 
scheme of representation, in which any approach 
were made to vtrtual unfyers0lity and pracUcal equalHf ' 
of suffrage,^-the ralue^ even in his own eyes, of dns 
interest* which any one man can have, in d^ choice of 
any aae candidate in contradistinctian to any okhei^ 
Wtf], generally spedcmg — ^and, unless ii^ so far as it 
may happen to k to he swelled by aiflections and 
passions, produced by accidental cirdunstaiioes^-Jbt 
extremely minute : so minnte^ that, barring such ai^- 
cidentsA causes tyf augmentation, scarcely can thevehfe 
thxt private and separate interest, so vmall its not te hm 
capable of prevailing apinst it: of prevailtng agaiatt 
it, m such ^ort, as to give to the ^i?iote a dihecticu^^ 
olpposfftf to that which would be the liesuk <»f tiie ris«- 
^nrd, entertained by the voter, for such his share in 
the vnirersid interest>-«^always«uppiifaed thatin. the 
case of vucfa «eif-i<fe^avding interest, <tbe advahtiige 
icortespondiog to k is Mg^ded as tertOM otf Jbbin|; 
received : which in the <3ase ^ a hrifae ior eocanitik^ 
it always is. 
In (he cswe of the vast majority i>f Ihe oiunfaAr of 

< " *■ " ■ d I) II III! Ill \tmmimi^ 

* 'UsAevstand here the lintSTBit'CoiifUliDg inikwin4itid|ial«ilure 
In ibc oinifieml < interest 
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voters that would be produced bf the priociple of 
universal suffrage, — half-a-guinea, for example, or any 
interest equivalent to the interest correspond ingr id 
that sum, may under a certainty of its being received, 
be stated as abundantly sufficiervt for the purpose^ 
Bot,--^eUing aside the case of an interest created by 
expectation of eventual good or evil,^-expected, as in 
that cftse^ at the hands of some other person or per* 
tons, according to the direction humm to have been 
gt^en to the vore— it is not in the nature of the case, 
that from a vote given by a single one out of any such 
large numbisr of ekictors as is in question— ^ay for ex^ 
sttnple three or four thousand — any assurance or. ope* 
rative expectation'wbatsoever, of any effective advance- 
ment of self-regatding interest to any sueh amount — 
no, not so much' «s to aiiy such amount as the value 
ofa single shtlUngT— should be entertained by any aian. 
fiy himself i . nothing could the candidate in question, 
suppotoing httai chosen^ do for the advancement of any 
such individual self-regardjng interest on the part of 
the voting elector ; much less could the elector himself t 
by any dispbsition given by hiorto a vote, by which^ no 
effect wfaatk>ever coilld be produced without the con* 
currenCe 6f a thousand or two of other votes. 

Thus it appears^. thA by no indigenous — by no m- 
^^i(^elf*r6garding' interest, could any quantity of 
seclttctive or corruptive force, adequate to. the pur* 
pose of effectual corruption, be created. 

Not so in the case ofsuch self^regarding interest, as 
tn sa flOttuy various circumstances is capable of being 
created by seductive or corruptive force, operating 
frim without. In the present state of things, — four 
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Ukousand gdioeas for example, more or less^-is said 
to be the average price of a venal seat. On this soppo* 
sitioil, four thousand, minus one, being supposed to be 
the number of voting electors, two thousand guineas 
would suffice to carry the election ; and, on any other 
election, supposing four thousand guineas the price 
paid, — ^here would be a couple of guineas, which any 
man, and every man, would have it in his power to 
receive by the selling of his vote. Here then is a 
quantity of corruptive force amply sufficient. Half-a- 
guinea per vote, or some such matter, has been spoken 
of, as the price habitually paid — ^andby whom paid? 
— by a member eminent for probity as well in public as 
in private life ; and this, in a Borough, in which— hi« 
probity lying — more within knowledge than elsewhere 
-^cannot but be held in at least as high estimation as it 
cw be any where else. But if, thus operating ab extra^ 
an interest corresponding to the sure receipt of balf-a* 
guinea, suffices to determine the conduct of each one 
of a two or three thousand of electors, much Eu>re wiU 
four times that sum*"' 

True it is that, in any such state of things' as that 
which is here proposed^ — at no'^such sum as four thou- 
sand guineas, or any thing approaching to itj could 



* Setting aside the fear of pefional •fakme, and of the evil example 
that would be set to the pub)ic«— ^many an election 'do I'rem^llib^, 
in which not only a couple of guineas, but the half or th0 quM^ter 
of that sum, or eyenleat^ would> under any degree of a£Duence« have 
fufficed to determine the direction which I myself would have given 
to my vote. Imagine then whether, in my eyes, the sort and 
degr^ of moral gtlUt attached to the case of election brib^-laking 
on the part of the lower orders ia general,' caaiM very intense. 
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the value or a seat remain. But, no such seat could 
remain, without possessing some value : and, so long 
as the seat jpossessed a venal value, so long would each 
one of the number of the votes on which the posses* 
sion oFk depended. 

Thus minute is the portion of corruptive force, 
which ought to be reganded as generally adequate to 
the production of the corruptive eflfect,-— on the sup- 
position that, as in the present state of things, the 
direction taken by the vote is in each instance inomt 
or ikn^fmbk. On the other hand, let but this direction 
be to a certainty unknawn.to every individual but the 
roter himself, — ^the freedom — the complete freedom — 
of his suffrage, is the necessary insult. In vain-*-^M 
the instance, or for the satisfaction of any other per<* 
son, at whose hands eventual good or evil is expected, 
»-^4ti Tatn would ihe disclose, though it be ever so truly, 
the direction taken by his TOte. Apprised, as every 
v'Oter would be, — that in such a case, not veracity but 
falsekoifi would be the course prescribed by a sense 
of moral obligation — ^under the uncertainty produced 
by the cfifitiston of a maxim to (ihis effect, and by the 
univers^fl dedarathn by wfaidb the observance of it 
iiiighl be enforced — by 00 ^elector could any adequate 
inducement be iaund, ibr putiiag ia any €ucb case any 
jHsal restraint iipon the /netfii»i9 of hifs suffrage: byjio 
other fersou in the loharaoter of (/^ffn^iiar, would be seen 
imyadequate prospect of advantage ; advantage, even 
from simple solicitation, still less from pecuniary ex- 
ipense, employed in the endeavour to divest the suf- 
iicj^e of ^he.free^Am so easeptial to the utility lof it 
True it is, tbtt it isonly on 4fae supposition, that on 
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the part of the majority of the voterd therb exi^s, in 
the breast of each, either from self-formed or from. 
derivative judgment, a practically adequate concep- 
tion of the course dictated by his share in the universal 
interest, — ^true it is, that only in so far as this supposi** 
tion is in conformity to fact, will the freedom in ques* 
tion, supposing it secured, be subservient to the great 
ends proposed : but, of the propriety of a supposition 
to this effect, proof sufficient for practice has already^ 
>it is presumed, been afforded. Nor as yet islthe sub- 
ject closed. 

. Freedom of suffr^e being taken for the end^ — it 
will soon (it is hoped) be generally seen and re^^ 
QOgoised, how essential, !n every instance, to the ac->- 
Gomplishment of this end^ secrecy of suffrage is, in the. 
charactler of a means. 

I In what different ways freedom of suffrage is capable 
of being taken away,-^to what extent, and by the in- 
fluence of what descriptions of persons it actually and 
constantly is taken away, — these are among the topics,: 
under which the state of the case will presently be 
brought to view. 

So much as to the situation of elector: now as to 
the situation oi representative. 

For the purpose of this part of the argument, the 
situation of elector must be suppcfsed to have been 
properly marked out and established: and, for the 
ndarking out and establishment of* it, the fulfilment of 
the above condition — the investing of the suffrage - 
with the above-mentioned desirable qualities — viz. 
virtual universality, practical eqdality; freedom, and 
secrecy, must be regarded as effected. ' / : 

e .. 
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I. Dm dependence-^u e. dipendmci as ImarAs <«i*^ 
stituents.—2. Due independence^^i. e. independmce as- 
towards every other person-^thest^ together t?ah tinH^ 
versal constancy of attendance^ present themselves as 
occupying in relation to tbisf situation — as dccupyingt 
and on the same line— the first rank, in the* scale of 
ends and means* 

1. Dependence as towards constituents. — Under-' 
stand dependence to this effect, viz. that, in the evient- 
of a man's becoming, in the eyes of the acting majority 
of his constituents, to a certain degree deficient in re^.. 
spect of any of the elements of appropriate aptitude, 
{y\z. appropriate probity, appropriate intellectualapti- 
tude, or appropriate active talent),— it may, — before he^ 
has had time, by means of such deficiency, to produee^ 
in any considerable quantity, any irremediable mis^ 
cfaief^-^be in the power of bis constituents, by means 
of a fresh election, to remove him from his seat. 

S. Independence. — Understand as towards all other 
persons at large, but more particularly as towards 
6' — •- — r-General and Co. by whose influence aiooe, 
the nature of the case considered, dependencej as to*' 
wards himself, can evcr^ — in the instance of any pro- 
portion approaching to a majority of the whole popu* 
lation of the House^^-^ha ve place. 

1; As to due dependence:— i. e. dependence in f elation 
to electors* 

According to another supposition, the truth of whieh 
has, it is presumed, been proved,«<-<on the part of the 
elector&,^-*-at any rate, on the part of the great m»jo** 
rity of them,— there does exist the disposition to contrP 
bute towards the advancement of the universal m- 
terest, whatsoever can be contributed by their votes : 
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by. tiibie V6tei| tiy the aggregate of whibh-^thfil i|, by 
the majority of thataggregate-^ivHl be deventiin^ the 
individuaUtyy of the several persons, tm Whom in the 
dfaaraoler of their representatives^' ^itl be inctimbent 
the duty oF acting their parts <^)rpe<AiTely) towards thte 
tccbrnplishtnet^ of thM same ^iltimMe and cdmpre- 
lienkire 4ndL ^' 

Uftfortntiateiy, by the essential slnd untihahgebble 
iiattire of the two situations^-^Via. that of Q\t x v 't- 
Oeheral aikd Gd. with the iintnedse iiiass of the fnMUf 
of ifoorf^not to speak of a less^ biit still Very coti^ 
•ideraUe, mltrs of the matcer dF ^iY))-^b0th ^fMlert 
MTt ^only capable o^ being mvdtt td dpiet-att, but, by 
tcaftonof tbesesaoie relative tfitaaiidfii, aUll titties,-^ 
trhliMit deed of any tictive and purpoiely directed 
<^rattofl on the part oFatiy body to ihM end,— attually 
tad with prodigious effect opetating in thfe character 
<H matter of corruptioii,-^-4he repr etentatlves of thi 
pieople are, otie and all, exposed tt> tb« aetioti, aftd 
that an altogether intense one, oF thid tidtiitf bab^dll 
HUM^. Ill this state of thing^, that'^rhi^h in the Very 
MtQfd <if the dase is aliogether itnpra^iioable^ ls--the 
iieeping tbem In any sbch slate, a^ that in which n6 
Vttch ainister iiiterest would be capabli^ oF beings ih 
uny sensible degree, produmive of iny striker effect. 
Tdwardf} preserving a man then in s«eh a aituatielk 
from being thus corrupted, all that the ttdture of the 
^itte adflfiiis of; is — so to ordef mattdfb that in thi 
event df hiA becoming obse^uioui to t^e infiuince of 
the matter of Corruption, and theteopbn manifesting 
« deficielicy in the eleinent of appMpriM^ pfobity, 

e2 
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bis paw^r of doing mischief may ifeceivje a lerminUMk 
M speedy as the other exigencies beiripg upoo the 
case may admit. 

2. As to due independence : independence as io$mrds 
C — '-^ — r-General and Co. !.''.* 

In regard to this endowmeot, what is manifest Ishr^ 
that by any direct means — ^by any means^ other thajk 
thkt ivhich consists in the rendering tb^ represetttafive 
dependent by reason of his seat,— ^dependent therefonc 
in a degree, which cannot be greater than that, :whaO 
soever it be^ which corresponds to whatsoever mayi 
in his eyes, be the value of that sdat,-r-nothing towards 
fie'curidg to him the possession of this endowment can 
be done. This being the case, this endowment resolrec 
Itself into the before-mentioned one: — viz. due depea* 
dence ; nor, in addition to the antiseptic power. poA^ 
sessed by the due dependence, does it appear thitf 
by! ^ny circumstance referable to the head of iwler 
jpendence — due independence — any ulterior ^etiprikjr 
Csin be afforded. \\ 

That which. Monarch and Lords remMoikig,. oa rer 
form iu the Commons could prevent die Mooii^rcb 
from doing is — the giving to any member of tbfc 
Commons House, or tb any person in auy >srfty 
/connected with him, a useful and needful place, « 
needless place, a useless place, aa .overpaid placte; 
a' ribbon or other badge' of factitious dignity^, ;il 
b^roo^tcyi a peerage : and so In the. case of ady mimr 
ber of the members : — in this state standi the misehiffi. 
But that which a reform in the GoAimotis, so it be -a 
radtcal.one, icao do, isr-^so to ord^t Qi^tters,; A9.(biit 
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• 

^ iiie ocoaaioh of the ntJti general election that lia9 
place, the electors, if in their eyes the appointnaenit 
wears the Qbara<:ter of a- bribe, shall have it in their 
power .ta rid thecnseWeis df the supposed betrayer of 
hrs trust :• — in this state stands ifie remedy* In the way^ 
of jpuntshmenij not to be inflricted but on legal evidence, 
troe ir id, that against tlve bestowing of the matter ol^ 
G^rUplfon not on the Member himself , but only on a* 
pek^ou c^nti^eeled with him, nothing does the nature of^ 
the case admit* of in the way of remedy: btit, so far- 
sii:boncern» the withdrawing their confidence for this 
^urposty no l^al evidence is necessary. 

' Such being the^f inary or jbriTf^t/EMr/ securities, fbl-^ 
lonr now two secondary or insirumenial ones. • 

S* . Mpermatunee of the situation : viz. to the degree ' 
10 which it is secured by annuality of re-election :-r-by * 
the annual recurreoce of the elective process^ 

' In two distinguishable ways does this species of in^ 
stmnftental security contribute to the two principal 
ones. — 1. In proportion to the shortMvedness of the 
power, dimiiushes, both to purchasers, and thence to 
sclera, the venal value of it;— the profit capable of 
being* reaped by C r-General and Co. by cor- 
rupting the repi'esentative in question, arid engaging 

him to betray his trust : 2. the profit to C r, and 

thence,, in the shape of money or money'9 worth, the 
price which he will be willing to pay, and thence the 
corruptible representative be able to receive. In the 
same proportion moreover, increases the power of the 
ahtisepiic — the corruption-opposing — remedy, placed , 
in the hands of his copsti^uents; the ^poner the time .. 
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for re-election comes, the tarlier will |hat reoi^lie 
applicable.* 

Tq reduce to its minimqoi the quantity of iim^ 
during which it shall be in the power of the iepiMtii«* 
lative to coutinne ii| th0 topposed coqrse of mi«'. 
cbii^vous conduct, what would be requifite iir^TtliM 
immdiai4fy^ on the supposed commission of any snob 
kMreaab of triist, it should be in the power of his pnnr 
cipah^ thfSit is to say, of the majority of his constituewtii 
t9 divest him at any time qf such bis trust. - 

ftnii, to produce any such effect might require dnt 
keeping of thei body ef the electors in snob a slate of 
almost co9tiiiual attention and activity, as wouM bo in- 
compatible with tbM degree of attention lo their meaag 
of proeuring and insuring to themselves in their respfp- 
tivf prcKiticthe Qccupationfi^ those means of subsisteiie^ 
without M^hioh the requiinte quantity would, to a VKra. 
or te^s considerable extent^ fail ; and thereby mischief 
be prodiuced, in a: degree far more extensive Ihro 

^ AlmonV Debates, anno 1744, Jan. 99. — On a motion for annusl 
psriiameiitfl^ in preference to trieDatal, made In 1744, by Iftosies 
(kunv^ thfse ^igw^epf; ifefe afged with great ferpe bj bim, aad 
In reply to the miyiisterial adToci^t<e, Sir WiUiam^Yongej by SbrJolm 
Pl^ilUppM, whofie soA was created, in the present reign, LordMiffirnL 
The negative was carried by no more than 145 to 113: majority 
n6 more than 99. The only other speaker reported Is Humphrey 
Syd^aUaiaii «a<ih iaferioiv w4u> cpoke in support of die motion. Of 
Yooge'a reasopjng Uie weak»ie«s m^f to a curious 4eg>^ i^ MTO 
pronMBcnt 

Purther on comes the occasion for observing the confidence with 
which tha wish for annusl parliaments has been regarded as con- 
fined to vulgar igaoraaeey &r a wish to ietttoj ike goremment 
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xovi\d ttmmMy he fsxpedcd to be prodacedy by (be 
'differetifre between a possession^ capable of being 
Mibked sU anyr itfiiBt a&d ppon the shortest notice^ 
w^.'^id a pMseMon^ tbe termrnation of which could 
itbibe effected offerer than at the recurrence of some 
4etennioate «iDd/short period, such as that df a single 
year ; in which last case the maximain of the ayeragp 
4iaration of the supposed disposition to pursue, f 
mischievous course would, vacations considered, he 
Teduced to considerably less than the half of tbe year, 
i On ihb occasion, two inconveniences present them- 
«elves as requiring to he guarded against, viz« general 
want of prepqriibiesSi and particular and incidental £niu<- 
^dulent sHPprist. When,--«fer a jadgment to be parsed 
by the several bodies of electors, on tbe conduct of 
^heiif^ f espedive MfMPesentatives, a determinateaod uni- 
'vecscitly fore*koOWDday is appointed, — the time capa*- 
Ide'-or b^iug occupied in the conaideration of that 
conduct will, in every instance, be tbe same: — in 
^ery iristaoce allowing of more time and opportvK 
iiky Tor appropriate and universal preparation, than 
<:o0kl have place upon any other plan. Thus much 
tM'ta general preparalioD : now. as to particular tar- 
prise. — In this one word, surprise^ may be seen a spe«- 
'4^S'ht rrauil, 16 wbicfa all public bodies stand exposed. 
By a particular knot of confederates, whose object is 
to carry some ttcasure, which, m case of a full atten- 
dMce, would aet in tbeir a|^rehension be approvedy-^ 
a di»y kappofotcd;*--the earlier, in general, the laons 
litvobrsfble to the fraud :^— two connected objecta being 
of course. avmedat-*tbe one respecting aUendmnu — to 
pt in iboie fic€Mii wbcHU they expect su^port-^the 
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other/ to kee^ otU those from whom they expect o(ipor 
^Bition— in both cases in as great ;numbers as possible: 
the other, respecting preparation — ^in such sort that 
Supporters may be as trell prepared,*-*-a^^rMri>j, such 
as cannot be prevented from attending, as ill-prepared^-^ 
as possible; these objects are accordingly, in eachcase^ 
pursued: — pursued by such particular meaas as the 
particular nature of the case happens to afibrdi aad 
aM^mits of. 

By the fixation of a determinate and universally 
fore*known day, both these inconveniences stand 
iexcluded: biU^ for such fixationi the door to both lies 
open. 

4. Exclusion of PlacetMn from the faculty of v^^ 
ing in the House* 

The mischief, against which iwptmumewe of the 
situation is calculated to operate as a security, ia 
contingent receipt of the matter^ of corrupdou: he 
who to his seat in the House adds the possession of 
any other office, with benefit in a pecuniary or any 
other shape annext to it, — every such man is acluaify 
harbouring in his bosom a correspondent portion of 
that pestilential matter, and is actually under the do* 
minion of its baneful influence. 

In the Plan may be seen the reasons^ by which the 
utility of the attendaQce of Placemen in the House, 
with faculty of speech^ and even of motion^ is brought 
to view : and in the same place is shewn, the inapplk^ 
bility of those reasons tO the faculty of votingr-'^cad 
the sufficiency of this unnatural and baneful union to 
bfand, with the jiist imputatioaof imbecillity, whatso* 
ever confidence can be placed in i^y Assembly, in 
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which a so certainly efficient cause of habitual impro-^ 
bity, breach of trust, and misrule, is harboured, and 
suffered to operate. 

True it is, that to the case of the holders of places^ 
and pensions at pleasure^ — to them and them alone does 
the demand for the exclusion in question present itself 
in its utmost force. But, to the case of the holders of 
places during good bihaviour^ as the phrase is— a te^ 
nure to the purpose in question not substantially di&i 
ferent from tenure for life — ^the demand, though notia 
4qu^^ presents itself as having place in mfficient^ forces 

A place or pension of this description may be^ . 
and, it should seem, ought to be, considered as a sort 
of retaining fee^ Graft'tecf^— private gratitude — ^as to-;: 
wards the patroo^-^this motive, though, in comparison 
of self-regarding interest, a social and laudable mo- 
tive, yet in comparison, especially, when acting ioi 
opposition iofotriotisme^^ motive equally social, and 
operating upon the more enlarged and important 
scale, — it operates in the character of an instrument o£ 
corruption. Gratitude, viz. even when it is ginumep 
and stands alone. But, to whom is it unknown, that#: 
in whatever breast fear or ambitious hape^ looking loi 
thefntture^ has place,— gratitude^ looking, or pretends 
ing to look, solely to thcpast-^gratitude^ wherever t&«r 
past presents a pretence, is a cloak — a cloak put om 
by the self-regarding motiv6**-a cloak presented by 
decewy ^ud prudence* 

5. Universal constancy of attendance^ 

Be the plaeeiwhat it will, in which, if at all, the; 
function, be it what it mny) must be performed, — ^th^ti 
function cannot be. performed by a. man. who is not; 
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i/mr$. A ttaxim to tbii effect seems tiot to be>fery 
open to dispute. 

Beneficial effects of such universal coostaocy-^^tis- 
ciiie^i reauUiog from the want of it-^lhese, together 
witfa 4be means of effectfuiUy seeming sucb atten* 
dance> oiay be seen in the Plan itselL 

The additional charatcler, in vhick, on the present 
deea^o, tt seems necesury to bring it more pawticxi- 
larlyto Tiew, isr-thaA of an additional security agatoit 
wHduedepmJaus in the only case ki vkich. it can be 
productive of practical mischief) viz. the caae id which 
9 majority, and that a permanent one, have been brougUt 
Ander the daninioD erf the oorro|>tive iafluenco*. ^ By 
abseotfttfoo, every man who, in the case of ^pemieiem 
aaeasui^e, is in his real judginesitagdiB^ it; but wb^.bjr 
the sini^er mfloence of C-«^--r— r-Geoeral and Co. is 
prevented from acting in consequence) at the same tme 
tlMt, were it net for such inftnence^be would atlend 
SMlmott Ni&^mur of it;-^by.«kere absentation, docs 
•very «iicli man do exactly cm half of the utmost 
foatolity oif the mischief that he could do byatieodiog 
smd voting in favom* of the pernicious measuce : and 
Ms pise wersOf in the case of a imm^iciM measure. On 
Aa other hand, — by supposition, the man being one 
who, on the occasion of the vote he gives, is^ ia the 
gmo^ indnosd to be detennined by consideration 
of pnbKcgoqd<^hei»soft ia, that, tf the mischiev* 
onsness of it be to a certain degree palpaUe, if he 
were in attendaMe, ahsMSie v^onM suffice to prevent 
bns frotn giving hiv ¥ole on the sinister side. BvU, to 
the case of mere sbsentalion, the canse of it not being 
kflowfiy ahitaie eamiMiallacfc itself : here then, in w> 
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far as attenchiiM and it&fi*sUt«Qdjia€6 ure left optumal^ 
the half of every niaii^s efltetiirc iDfiatiice in ihe 
AssaBibly is lefi in the condition of. a aalenble com# 
modity, capable of being sold to G . ■ » ■ ■■ r^General 
and€a, i^ilhout earthly restraint of any kiiid«*-«ot 
offtly without (Qar of pimishmini, under the name of 
piini4iifl6nt--«4>ut withoot fear of nproack or shamt^ 

And thue it appears, that, after every thii^ whieh^ 
for the securing of proh|ty-«**appropriate prohity-r^a 
the hreaste of the individual laembers, each in Ue 
separate^ capaeity^ against the aseaulta of oorruplive 
lofliieac^ eanhedoae, hae been doBer-^Muarrjo/ ^iiM» 
Mm^ qfait4nJanf0 remaiDS^ in the ohaiacter of a snpn 
pUment, neees6»ry to |he securing, onJhe part of the 
aggregate hody, the same indispensable eleaDeniof 
official aptitude. 

Now then if^ of an Assembly constituted by a 8yi» 
tem of deputation, in which suffrage was at onoe Vir« 
tually universal, practically equal, and completely 
free,--i-an<l that Assembly ooooposed of persona, each 
of whom was removable, at the eatlieat, ia a week ot 
two, — at the latest, in lees than a year^^o it wene that^ 
by the meane of cofjnaptive infiuence always renaiat 
kig in the hanch of O-^-^-^r-GeMralandCa^ tifdk 
under a system of constantly uaiversal attendance^ 
a periBianent viajority could be b6ught,«>-^en, car 
this supposition, the due and requisite dependr^ 
ence, viz^ dependence on coaetitoeots, could m^ 
have place, fiut, that any snch open cormptioa 
should really have place seems morally impossible, 
£ven under the present system, spite of all its cor* 
ruption, here and there a case has been seeni ia 
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ivbich the cdrrnpt will of C -r-G^niiral aadCo. 

has experienced effectaal resistance. Yes : even un* 
der the present system : how then could it ever be 
otherwise under a pure one ? 

That, even in so much as a single instance, or so 
much as any one occasion, any such general corrup- 
tion shonbif.^in such a state of things, have place, 
seema altogether out of the sphere of human proteibi- 
liity* But, to produce any permanent and unreme* 
died bad effect, it would require that such coi'rupt 
majority should be a permanent one: — for, suppose- i% 
ever to cease, the majority of a single day would 
iruffice'to unravel the web of corruption, and devote 
the corruptionists, if not to punishm^t under the 
Torms of law, at any rate to universal indignation and 
abhorrence, with a certainty of never more being re-, 
appointed to the trust which, by the supposition, they 
had thus abused. 

Thus far as to the. points of most prominent inir 
portance* Remain for consideration the arrangemeaUi 
necessary to the simplification of the mode of elec-. 
tion, and thence to the exclusion of mischief in sO( 
many various shapes, such as delay^ vaxalion^ expinse^ 
drunkenness and iumuU. at ElecUans^ — ^aqd litigation in, 
consequence of, and even antecedently, and with a« 
view to election i-'^^nischiefs that have place, aqdi to a. 
certain degree, are even fostered, under the existic^ 
mode. But, iaregard to these, reference to the P/^it. 
kself may here suffice* 

• •• ■ .1. 
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§. 6. JDlfferences between this and the original 
t^ditions of Radical Reform. \ 

So much £br obsohUi views : now for a comparative 
ope. 

In the above explained list of principal arrange^ 
il^nts — laking ten for the nomber — I find in the ori* 
g^nal editions of Radical Reform these following: via. 
1. Applying to the situation of Elector these threes 
viz. I. Comprehension of all interests. 2. Firtualufuyersa^ 
lity of suffrage. 3. Practical equality of suffrage :-7-the8f 
^ree; unless the first and second should be regsi^ded 
as thes^pie object under two different names. » 

.But, in these same original plans, neither secrecy of 
suffn^e, nor therefore (as it seems to me) freedom of 
suffrage, are included. 

(11. Applying to the situation of RepresetUative^ 
these three, viz* 1. Operating in the character of afl 
tnstnmunial security, impermanence of the situation, 
viz. by means of annuality ; and, — in so Tar as thi« 
suffices, — the two principal securities, viz. due depend* 
ence^ and, to the extent of its operation, due indepumd* 
ence.. 2. Due dependence as towards Electors. S* Duq 
independence as towards G ^r-General and Co. 

But, referable to this last head, in this same original 
plan two other securities which I do not find, — but 
tvhicfa, in tlie character of instrumental securities, with 
reference to those principal ones, have presented 
themselves to my view as indispensable, — arer-rl. £x^ 
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clufibn of Placemen from the right of voting. «t U«- 
versal constancy of attendance. 
. Here then areyiwr additioiml securitiw: two of 
them applying to the one 8itu^ton> two of them to 
the other, — four addlitional securities, in respect of 
which I hold myself more particularly responsible. 

Taking tlie mher eailion/t)^, \n cise 6f dlfiference, 
those other editions^ of radical reform for the origitisti 
edition or editions»-^he edlit^on cotftp^sedoflhest *ame 
secoritJe* with the additlbil of thfc fotft othets, which, in 
the character of inttiHttiefltAl, and indeed indispensa- 
ble, iecttrities,! hhve thus ventured to ptopose, tn^yhd 
dtsCfttgttished by tW? name of my edition of ftadtcal 
Parliamcntai'y Reform, by any <Widy that pleases.* 

ArraiigemMt«, faf the sitn^lifid2ktidt< of th^ process 
of Electian,--and thef Ay for the diminilhilon of de- 
lay, vexjAion, expense, drnnkennew, and disturbance, 
—ate to be fbarid not only in the R^dic^l Refomr 
system, but moreover, in principle at leait, in some 
of the Moderate Reform plans : in so far as tbey arc 
in th}s case, they belbng not to the present head. 

Of the Ila*eal Reform Plan^— so far as conctrtiB 
inmiaRty &f elaitim^-^ihe unknown member of the 
House of (3otntoons,---at whose instance the rest of the 
House joined in (hat />rA'A'cm— (such in thdse days *ratf 
thefolto)h^to which Editard the Third tmce, tn the 



* SinteiM-iUngrthe aQo?^, I tisve beo^me suffidieptly aaauredj 
tkat long before the time when the ensuing Plan of mine was drawn 
up, the expedient of the ballot had, in more publications than one, 
been advocated by Major Cariwrtght : but none of these publications 
bemg been seen by tne, more than this I am not enabled to sajr. 
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•hape of a tor, gave kis Banaion»~*may l>e considered 
as the origiual inreoton In the laie reigo, viz. as aboye«> 
mentioned, in 1744) it found in Thomas Carew a par*- 
liamentary reviver, and in him and Sir John Phillipps 
(not to mention others) two most powerful advocates r 
on which occasion, as hath been seen,, it did not want 
much of being carried. Within the compass of the 
present reign, has this same airangement found in. the 
Lords an advocate in the person of the lati Duke of 
Richmond;* and, since his death, viz. anno 1809, in 
the Clommpns,i* in the person .of iSir fVoik^ti. ^lir- 
deti : but, of the degree of extension insisted upon 
by the Duke of Richmond no inconsiderable part ap- 
pears to have been given .up by Sir Francis Burde;t. 

Finding that limitation already proposed, and from 
a quarter so respectable; finding it already propopied, 
and regarding it as promising — at any rate in a degree 
sufficient for a first proposal; — to be effectually con« 
ducive to the purpose,— finding it already thus pro- 
posed, — and preferring, on every occasion in which a 
regard for the end in view will admit of such prefer- 
ence, union to dissension, — hence it was that, in the 
annex t PtaUj drawn up anno 18og — and word for 
word as it stands at present — I adopted this same 
limitation. With the arrangement in that same state, 
I should, after the closer consideration recently be* 
stowed updp the subject be to a considerable degree sa- 
tisfied. At the same time, after maturer consideration^ 
on the one hand not seeing in it any source of danger, 
even though it were in a state of extension still more 



* See Appendix^ p. 4. . f IWd. p. 14. 
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fonple than tHat ittwljicH it was prescribed by the Diikc 
of Richmond :»^bn the' other hand, beholdiDJg in ali- 
tuitaiion which I have ventured to propose a spiecific 
one — and ihat in my eyes a very important one, which 
will be brought to view under the appropriate head^— 
hence it is, that,, to give a general intimation of the 
difference, the name which, in this my edition, is givea 
to universal suffrage^ is virtually universal suffirage^ 



§7. VirtualUniversality of Suffrage further 
considered. 

Now as to universal suffrage. Subject to defalca- 
tions, each for special reason,— -in all eyes but those to 
which tyranny, is the only endurable form of govern- 
ment, — what principle can be more impregnable? 

1. Who is there that is not susceptible of discomfort 
and comfort — ?of pain and pleasure ? 

2. Of what is human happiness^ Jelicity^ well-beings 
welfare— Q2i\\ it what you please — composed, but com* 
fort, and absence of discomfort^ — pleasure and exemp- 
tion from pain.* 

3- The happiness and unhappiness of any one 
member of the community — high or low, rich or poor 
— what greater or less part is it of the universal hap- 
piness and unhappiness than that of any other? 

4. Who is there by whom unhappiness h not 
avoided — happiness pursued ? 

'^ See Table of Springs of Action^ by tbe Autbor. 
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*^;ft. Who fe^^iereybywlioiii dnhftppiness ought hoi 
to be avoided — ^happine^s^ oug^fat not to be pursued ? ; 
' 6. Who is there that, in the avoidance ofunbappt^ 
tiess, and pursuit of happiness, has not a course ''of 
conc^uct to maintain — which, in soii^e way pr pthef, he^ 
does inain6iin,-^thrpughovit liHp. . 
I ?• Who is there, whose conduct does not in its 
'course take, on each occasion, its direction from a 
judgment of the one kind or the other ;— from a self^ 
fprrned or a derivativfi one? 

* S.- Who is there, whose conduct is never, on any. 
occasion,' directed by any. other than a self-formed 
judgment? Who is there that, in relation to thtf 
most momentous of the private concerns of his hTe^* 
does not frequently find hin^self uqder the obtigatioq^ 
pf taking for his guidance a judgment of the deriyative 
khid ? — ^a judgment of no firmer texture ? 

9. How many are there, in whose instance the part* 
taken by a man, in relation to his own private aflatrs 
considered all together, is not of greater importance to 
himself, (not to speak of the whole commuoity) than any 
part could be, which in relation to the whole number of 
public afiairti taken tojgether, could, even under a system 
(>f universal suffrage, ever come under his cognizance ? 

20. In so far as between the interests of thp sj^ij^cl 
manjf^ and those of the ruling few^ any such relation 
M that of incompaiibility has place,^-suppose, on the 
part pf the ruUngfeWy the prevaUnl—rOr though it w^rc 
the <x^/wiV^— posscf^sion of ajfjpropriate intelUcfudl apr 
iiituUf suited to the nature of the ca8e,««-*in what way 
or degree would the in/zr^^tr— would tlie welfare^^ol 
the subjtcMncm^ be beoe^ed^ do. long .aa in those 

f 
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fuling bosoms, imio^d qI apprcpriaie/pr^ 

poBite, improbity^ had place?* • . . t 

* Ii\ respect of general utility and {Aropriety. heboid what wem 
the B^ntimeots of Sir WiUiam Jones, on the subject, of virtttal tmw 
Tersality of suffrage : from the authorities to which h^ refers, judge 
whether, in the best of those old times, such was not the ancient 
Qsage : behold moreover how frivolous were the pretences on which 
were grounded the still existing defalcations made in the time ef 
Henry VI, 

Works of Sir WiUiam Jones, by Lord Teignmouth^ ^oL viii. 
p. 507. — *' Speech on the Reformation of Parliament, anno 1783/ 
^' iVIay S8th.*'— Speaking of the feudal system, " Narrow and base,'' 
(he says), *' as it was, and confined exclusively to landed property;* 
«' it admitted the fwe^ Jreeholden to the due enjoyment of tlw| 
*y inestimable right, without which it is a banter to call a m^xkfixt^ 
** the right of voting in the choice of deputies to assist in making 
'' those laws, which may affect not his property only^ but his life, 
^ and, what is dearer, his liberty ; and which mtt not laws, bui iy» 
** rannous ordinances, if imposed on him wAoui his suffirage, givm m 
*' person or h^ deputation. This I conceive to hare been Urn right qf 
'• every freeholder, even by the feudal polity, .^w» //le earliest time; 
** and the statute of Henry IV. I believe to have, beep mereij de- 
** claratory : an act which passed in the seventh year of that 
^ prince, near four hundred years ago, ordains that, ' aW ihey who 
^ are present at the county, court, as well suitors dgJ^ssmmomiSa^ 
" the same cause^ as others, shall proceed to the election of theiic 
" knighu for the parliament/ All suitors, you see, .had the righ^ 
" and all freeholders were suitors in the court, however low the value 
" of their freefaolds.-^Observe all along that one pound in tbofle 
** days was equal to <»i at least in the present time.f Here then it 
«' a plain declaration^ .that minuteness of real property creat/^ o^t 
'' harsh suspicion of a dependant mind, for a harsh suspicion it \^ 
'* aW, by proving too milch, proves nothing.'' Thus far 5ir. William 
Jones. Behold now the words of the statute, 7 H. IV. c. 15. 
After reciting the grievous complaint of the Commons (in the nrienclr 

* Reasons fbr doubting of thtolinllatlon win be Ssen below. ' '^ 
t Um, thsu to JfMMM» a^ <te pf sse at tine, a»a liin 
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€ecurity~gfcieral 8€cttrity«---sigain«t misrule — in tfail 
acre we to behold the only use and advantage resulting 

origiod Ommundhi) of the undoe Election of the Knights of 
Coontiei • • • sometime made of affection of the Sherifft, and other* 
wise againat the form of the Writs, to the great slander of th6 
Coantiea^ and hindrance [retardation] of the bosineaS of the Com- 
monalty in [of] the said county, — ^it enacts that, at the County 
Court, after proclamation, " all ikey thai he there pretent, as well 
*' suitors duly summoned a# others, shall attend to the Election of 
^ the KnighU for the Parliament, and then in the full County'^ 
[Court] 'Hhey shall proceed to the Election, freely and indifferently^ 
'' ixotwithstanding any request or commandment to the contrary/' 

And, a little after, it adds :— And in the Writs of the Parliament 
to be made hereafter, this clause shall l»e put ;^^*' £t Electionem tuam 
^ in pleno comitatu tuo lactam distincte et aperte sub sigillo tuo el 
** $igiUu eofwn qui ekctUmi UH intetfiierhu nobis in Cancellaria nos** 
^^ tra ad diem et locum in brevi content, certifices indilate/' Note^ 
thal^ without any distinction made, what is here required is— ^ 
Aat the seals to be affixed shall be the seals of those-*-!, e. of aii 
ihoBe^^-^^sho shall have taken part in the Election. Ft7feirw,-«-compo« 
sing still no inconsiderable part of the population, though it i« 
inapossible to say exactly what part, being (it may be supposed) 
plainly out of the question, — who were the persons thus admitted 
to the exercise of this franchise ? Who but all who were not Vil- 
fenis. With the exception of a class of persons happily no longer 
in existence, if this be not virtually universal suffrage-— suffrage 
more extensive than in the case of the *' hotuekolder$!* — ^by Charles 
JPbuc and iMr. Givy (as will soon be seen) proposed to be admitted-— 
by the said Mr. Grey, now Earl Orey, proposed not to be admitted 
—if thi$ be not, what else can be ? 

Even as to ViUeins, — were they, after all, really excluded ? Look 
to the XDordt, clearly nott who were the persons by whom .the 
Electioos were to be made ? — Suitors summoned as such, •and they 
alone?— No: but " aU they that he there present !' Well but (says 
gomebody) in the state of villenage, no will of his own could any 
jperson he said to bave» So much for mgrmim; and, but for parti- 
cular Ui<)wy« sot an unnatural one. Well now aa to the facu 
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lojthecoQimuhity from \he utmost ampiitade of ix- 
t^nt; which, subjiect to the necessary defalcationt, ctt 



Etght-ahd-twenty years before the time in quesition, viz. anno 1377, 
was passed the sUtute, 1 R. 11. of which c, 6. — a chapter of const' 
derabk length — is i» tbeoM French — and, in theviei^artf edition»not 
translated. From thitf statate it appears, that already, even at that 
tiiDey viUenage wab a eian^tionr very different from riavery. — Bent 
dvd they pay :• and* though, instead of liioney, it was In the shape of 
services, yet these services were certain. In this statute What is as- 
iumed as a general fact, is — that they were abk to pay a fint to the 
Xsng/ besides making saiitfacHm to their Lords, The main ofience 
imputed to them is— obtaining liberation irom those servkes by 
forged deeds; • 

/ The existing Cdff holders m the posterity of the ancient Til- 
leins. Tejioftfip— the Villeins weie — ^the Copyholders are^-«o wen 
they and are they styled — by Copy qf Court Roll. Deriving from the 
Records of the Court the title to the lands they occupied, wtnat can 
be more natural', than- that to Mar same Court they should lie under 
an obUgation, — ^under which it included the liberfy,^'^f access and 
resort to it. But, supposing any of ihempresent at any such €o<iTt» 
bow is it possible that they should not have been included, in the 
issemblage designated as above by the word *' others f' 
' PreseifUy, in the *' ^excessivc" multitude of the persons resorting 
to those Courts, we sball'Me ^fact, and the onfyfact, employed in 
another reign, twenty-five years afterwards, as a pieteoce fof li- 
miting in those same Courts the right of voting to those who pos- 
sessed, \n freehold, an estate equal in value to 40/. a year, money of 
present time. But, untess Qapyholders be supposed to have, even 
at that time, made a part of it, where shall we find matter enough 
out of which to compose any such excessive multitude ? 
: True it is, ^aclcstone (see his «f Considerations on the Questioo 
eoni^ming Copyholders," &c, London, 1758, p. 7) applies a limi- 
tation to the import of the word other; (it should be — the French 
is — amires, others;) confining it to suitors. For this surmise how- 
ler, no grodnd does he give : nor of any such or other 4imitation 
can I find kny intiinlition given, in or by any word or words of 
the Statute^—'' Communalte du dit Countee,'' vays Ae old French. 
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be gWen to the right of suffrage ? • Answer. The main 
use- and advantage? y^s, but assuredly not the only 
•QJttfi.. „ 

fXhrntes ilH qid dediom OH ntterfiioint/' says the' Latin inclosed 
fa it. . . ■ ... 

•. So. nmeh for the strong and prosperous rtigtk >of -Henry the 
Foorth; in wbicfa virtually universal suffrage was then established. 
CoBies now the wealL and idisastrous reign of his idiot -grandson, 
under, which^ underthesort of pretences ihat will 'be seen, it was 
curtailed. • • . ^ • . * • 

- ' Status 8 H. Vi. e; 7.*-^'' What sort of men shallbe chosen, and 
" who shall be chosen Knights of the Parliament.*' Followsthe wJ- 
gaietx^iitiatkm: the original, which is in the old French, would fill 
up toomuefa ipom here. Of the transbtion, esdept ashere corrected; 
|. halve by examination assiifcd myself of the'correotness. 
V ; Ar Item, Whereas, the Elections of Knights of £hirtt4o come to 
^ the BarikunenU of our Lord the Klng» ^ many 'Counties of the 
f^:realm of England, h^ire nowof late he^ qiade hy very gnati^mt* 
i* rageaui, md ejcemve number * of people dweUk^ vriikm ike same 
i*':Caimt9€s of the realm of En^and, of the which, most part waf 
f* of People of mMUi Subeimiee, and" {or} J* qfno w^ue, [i. e. worthy 
l^'twbcreof every one {of tbem*] pretended a voice eqmwUem, as to 
'^'sueh' Elections to be made> with- ike moU wortkf Sjiighis and 
n Et^et dwelling within the: same Coanties, wherehy Man* 
'** shuigfafeers, RioU, Batteries, %nd Divisions anoong ^ gentlemea 
^' and other people of the same Counties, shall xery likefy rise and 
'^ be; unless convenient und due Remedy be presided in this 
^ (Behalf. (3^ Onr Lord* the King, considering the Premises, hadi 
f* .provided, ordained, and stabHsbed, by authority of this present 
^< Paiiiament, That tbe KnighU of the Shire^ to be chosen within 
f* the said realm of Z&igland, to eome to the Parliaments of our 
'' Lord the King, hereafter to be holden, shall be chosen in every 
f .County of the realm of England, hj people dweUnig and resident 

V *ffi ifte same Counties, whereof every one of them shall have free 

V iMdor Tenement to the value of Forty Shilhngs by the Year at 
f the least, above all Charges;" ;. 

* As to the ^otmds.— First, as to any supposed deficiencY in rp- 
qpect of appropriau inielleciml latitude. Amoifg those who, in tho 
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Another is — (for is it not?) — the extent giveti ttf 
\be pleasure — the pleasure of power* — deravable from 



shape of landed pn>periy« bad not ao much ai 40ff. a year of that 
day — agoing as far — say aa 40/. mooey of the present day, small 
indeed probably was the number of those who were able to read: 
how much larger among those who had their 40f. and more ? Fr0*> 
bably enongb^ very little. As for the "Knights and EsqniRS^" 
some few of them not improbably were in those days abk to remdi 
but by not one of them, most certainly, was any bode to be fotimd, 
from which any information, tending to the increase of appmpHaie 
uUefkchud aptitude, couM be extracted. 

So much for intelkctual aptitude : now as to freedom qf m^/iragt. 
5' Manslaughters,'' &c.?. • . What ? at that time, in any one insUnoe^ 
had any of these mischieft really taken place ?-^No : no such thing 
is so much as pretended. What then ? — Oh, they xuUl very l&tcfy 
lake, place, unfeas due remedy be provided. Aristocracy thit-*all 
over. But was ever pretence more plainly groondlets f «-J3f the 
Alteration of the value of money, the efficiency of the arisfeocnttfcal 
principle has, in tim part of the field of Election, though no thiikiks 
t6 Parliament, been somewhat diminished— extent of the right 
of suffrage somewhat increased. But — such, as will be seen; has 
been the influence of other caiises,«-*that from this extension no 
real advantage has resulted. See what in a foDowing seetioo will 
be said on the sul^ect of vote-^xmipeUing and cou^Mithrn'Oxekiding 
terroriem. 

. On the ground of general utility and propriety,-4>ehold» nMare* 
over, the sentimenu <^ CharUi For.— Woodfall's ]>ebates. A"* 1T97> 
Pp 3SU *' There is one position in which we shall all agree, Aat 
*' map haa a right tp be well governed. Now it is ohriotts, that no 
" pt^ople can be satisfied with a government fbom the cooatiltatt 
f' parts of which they are excluded.*' 

tq regard to wiverMal mirage, even under that onliliuted name; 



* For the place of thu pteMiM in the list of pUaauixe, #ee Spring 
i^dctimi Table, pablished at the sluAe time with the present tract 
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4kt^hl^ttUe<^f it. fty the first English Monarch of 
^ttlart net, the plesiiure af scratching where it itoh^ 



we shall find him acceding to it and advocating it upon principle 
.refliting it no otherwise than upon the groofid of a supposed matter 
4^- fcctf itt reiation to whidi it has been seen, and wiH further be 
aeeOi the truth is exactly opposite. Not adverting to the effect of 
'9^^ 9f»fffta^, the notion oo which he here grounds himself is--^ 
that in this case of nos-Aomri^pfrs in general^ freedom of suffrage is 
fKit to be looked for. 

Antecedently to the above passage^ behold what he says in p. 927. 
** My opinion is* that the best plan of representation is that which 
/' shall britug into activity the greatest number of independent 
'' voters :'' tliereupon it is that immediately he goes on and says»«x 
^' ahd that that is defective which would bring forth those whose 
f* alUifttionand condition takes from them the power of deliberm- 
** tion.'.' In this I heartily concur with him: but in the next 
•^otio^ U will be seen to what this observation leads : an observa- 
tion by which it may be seen (ib.*p- 326.) he was led to the disap«> 
pyobaftkm of giving any ar^nMson to the system of Cotm^ Repre* 
aeiitailion. 

. A little earlier in the same page, '' I have always/' (says he), 
'< deprecated universal suflBrage, not so much on account of the 
** coi^ytMii to whicb it would lead, but because I think that we 
^f should in reality lose the very object we desire to obtain :— it 
** would in its nature embarrass and prevent the deliberative voice 
<'. of tbe country from being \heard." Thus far Charles Fte s 
meaning by reason of the supposed want of fireedom,. as above* 
Ai to coi|/iMMMir-opon any thing like the Plan here proposed, 
aU danger of this sort will be seen to be most completely excluded. 
Cbatks Fox sat for Westminster. In the Westminster Election what 
confusion do we see ? Yet, in the Westminster Election, there re-^ 
iQjftih in abundaace natural causes, of confusion, all which would, 
on the plan in question^ be completely excluded. 
• So mucb as to what might be and itFould be. But now, look at 
what actually has been. A" 1807 Sir Francis Burdett was, for the 
im time, elected saocmor ta Cbaries Fox, Since tben» near tea 
years have elapsed, and in all that time no more om^jmmik tbap if 
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ivaipronDtanG^d too gneat* a pfea^iirci for a .ftu)ij$ek 
.Oh the same principlei in the (syes of many an aria- 
locrat of ihe present day, so. will the pleasurje, at- 
.tached to the exercise of a power, so fqriously. and 
jndjgnantiy grasped by the monopolizing haqd« — 
Yest in the eyes of the aristocrat, fiut so will it be 

♦— i p-i— ■ f ■ ■ . ■ I * . ■; . • 

-Westminster had been a pocket borough. See the History of the 
Westminster RepreaeDtation from that time in Hone's Beformist^s 
Register^ No. 3: a most interesting picture^ of the state of parity 
and good order* into which Election proceedings not only m^ be 
brought, but have been brought, and in it have already for ten years 
been continued, under a degree of extetision so little short of that 
'of universal suffrage. ' 

In the same sentiments,— both Ss to the general principle and the 
ill-grounded reason for putting it aside, — already had he tpoheo^ 
^and even still more explicitly, in the year 1798.* 
' Almon'a Pirl. Register, Anno 1793, p. 497. " His" (Fox's) *'ob* 
'^ jection to universal suffrage, wss not distrust of the decision .of 
" Che m^ority, but because there was no practical mode of collect* 
" ing such suffrage ; and that by attempting it, what from the 
f< ^iperation of hope on some, fear on othiersi and all the sinister 
'f tn^ans of influence* that would so certainly be exerted, fewer in* 
•f dividual opinions would be collected than by an appeal tomlimited 
f number. Therefore, holding fast to the right of the majority to 
" decide, and to the' natural rights of 'man> as taught by the 
«/ French) but Moeh abused by their practice, he woold resist imi*' 
V versal suffrage.''' 

At that same time^ Mr. Gr^, ,now Eqri- Grig, thoagfa he did not 
approve of. universal suffrage a^M>/«<e^, approved of it^ — ^yea, and 
moreover of annuarParliaments>-H-coinparar>eefy, viz. in comparison 
of the existing system^ 

. Woodfiill's JDebates, Anno 1793> p. 383.4-.<<He" (Mr. Or^} 
" did not approve of the Duke of Richn^ond't plan .of refbrsa^ 
••^ tboughiie thought it better than the present «ystem.''— The Diike 
ef Richmond's plan ?— -Well, what was it ;— Suffrage univensl. Par* 
liamenla snmial : this, but without secrery, and ^e^ce without 
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iQtbe^yerof > lovtfr of his country^ or of a lover of 
iqankiod ? .\ 

So nuch for the comfort of the Elector, Cpme 
poilr the social rirttiiS'-'^oHty^enevQlence^T^ienifUenCi 
'-^QDwi^red as not beiog wholly without hope of 
findiiig place one day in the breast of the Repnsenr 
tat^e: in ihh MeMt, virtue s thence in both breasts, 

€^P5/br/,.for its fruit, :> 

t ; A tbifd ujie and advantage attendant on the maxiinif 
»tio«i of the extent given to this right, will it Hot 
aoofprdiogly be to be found in the proportionable ex? 
teqt. which, will ao naturally be given to the demand^ 
and thence, to the supply^ of thoM. precious .vixtues^-*^ 
QOasidered as.cxercisable by men of high^ on the oct 
casio9 of (heir intercoatse with men qf le^ degree B 
(See on this head the Plan itself^ pp* 50, 5 1*) * 

\ The.art.and habit of iaffordiog, in tb/e cJbape.suited 
to c^ch occasion, in the general: intercwrse of life; 
|9iMwiv,r^in which is necessarily included the n<^afiV|r 
ariandfaahii of avoiding to produce dispkasure-^curte^y^ 
JO a word — the word as:well as the thing derived from 
Qmrt — in common accounj(,,the diffusion of virtue in 
this sbape, has Jt not.beeo regsirded as'a use and advan'*. 
lege atucfaed to Monarchy?^— Y^%i — nor surely with-. 
Qttt reason. But, when for its head<*quarters it has the 
pakue, in what way does it propagate itself? — :To the. 
level of the lowest ranks it descends not, but. as ii 
weie by accident; by slow degrees, and through an 
indefinite number and variety of channels. But, in. 
the case here in/jueation, reaching the lowest level 
at one. step» it fijLU the whole atmosphere of society 
with its balmy infliitpoe> . ; . > 
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i '3* lliird'CoIhtBi'al u&e-^ecurity afforded tt^ihisi 
Vice in all its shapes^ and /or Firttie in all its shapes. 
V 4.' ^By the sam^ /tV by which in this ease the Candi- 
date is restrained from giving the r^insto mitaonduot 
in the particular shape above-mentioned, viz. inso* 
lenoe towards individuals in the particular tituation 
in question,-^by this same tie, with more or less good 
effect, is he restrained from misconduct in all other 
ahapes in general-^^puUic as well as privat€ : by the 
tame 5j^r by which he ii urged to tb^ making of th« 
comparatively small sacrifices, necessary to the ftttain«> 
ment ef the reputation of urianiiy within the limited 
circle in question, by this same i/mr is he continually 
urged to the making of those greater sacrifices — those 
^KOntitraaliy recurring and perseveringly reiterated sa- 
crifices, by which; throughout the whole field of a man's 
Influence, in public as in private life, pre-eminence 
in virtue is attained :*^-«acrifiGes of smaller /r/^mf to 
gveater future interest ; sacr^ces of setf-r^garding to 
social interest; sacrifices of social interest on a. Uss 
extensive to social interest on a more extensive scaJe. 
' Hi. 'Now as to defalcations. — So far as concerns ex* 
tension^ the tiiain object being conipreh$nsi<m of oil 
interests^ — suppose the defalcation in question capable 
of having place without prej'udice to that objeot, 
riight may be the advantage that will suffice to war* 
rant it. 

First <iome9 the principFe, by which (saving always 
liie rightful supremacy of the unmrsatHnfereshcam* 
ppekension principle), intimation is given of the pro- 
pptfty jof defalcation^ considered as applied to the 
extent capable of being given to the figlQ of iufli-age^ 
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^ft-Cali this, ibr thorbiasst the Ug^inuai-d$jfMMan 
principle. ' ) 

. Next come an 0xc$ption or ixceptiam^ that may 
befdand to present themselves as pnoptr to be made 
to the application of thit principle* ^ 
* . This principle is — that if, in the instance of any 
class of persons, it be sufficiently clear, that they 
neither are, nor can be, in sqch a stale of toind as t* 
be, in a sufficient degree, endowed with the appro^ 
priate intellectual aptitude,-«-^then so it is tbati^ in the 
instance of such particular class of persons, a defaU 
cation may be made: made, viz« without prejudice to 
any thing that is useful in the tnterest-cpmffrekmsian 
principle* ... 

The consideration, by which the principle is itself 
suggested, and. the application of it directed, is the 
regard dtie to the quality of appropriat$ imblUetud 
mpHmde. In the case of this or that class of personsi 
suppose it clear,' that no such aptitjude can, in atty 
degree sufficient for practice, be reasonably expected 
to" be found,->-^lKit follows is---tfaat, from the extent 
ghren to the right in question, a deJklcaiUiir may be 
made, correspondent to the extent occupied 4n tlM 
Geld of population by this class.: and thns, witttOttC 
prejudice to the extent given to the U9riii4rsal^mUnst* 
^ampukension principle. 

Take now a few examples* 

I. MinorM. By the word mn&rs \% immediately 
hcought to view one vast class of persons, to whicby 
without prqudice to the tntirsstHomp^ihinsi&h priilr' 
dple, the i^;iViimi//*^£^i^^ principle proffli<c8 4<^ 
be found applicable^ . . i i .; 
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I On thn ocoakioD^ fon forming a limit to the extent 
to be given to this class, what is evident is — ^that witl; 
full assurancei w age may be taken, such, as that 
from the extent belonging ^o the dominion of the 
universd'intirest'Cinnfirehensioh principle, no de&Ica^ 
tion shall be made by the application of the legiiimale- 
iUfalcaiiau principle : and, even let the age fixed upon 
for this purpose be supposed to be too early an age, 
atill ope great advantage remains untouched; — ^vrhich 
jis<r-.thait, in its application to individuals, the defalca: 
lion is .not permahmt; not permanent, but temporary 
pply, and the utmost duration of it limited. As to the 
ffge cpost proper to be fixed upon for this purpose, — in 
this may be seen a topic neither unsusceptibje noi; 
undeservjAgofa sq>arate consideration: bat, for any 
ihing like.a full consideration of it, neither time nor 
space an. h^.MAwed here. Under British law, in re* 
}adon to private concerns at large, viz. in respect of 
ibe. solf and separate management of those concerns 
taken; in the aggregate, one-and'ttyenly is the age at 
^hicb the right commences. But, at a much earlier 
age. does:. this and that particular right commence: 
iubh;a(i jthe right of making sl last mil; and, what is 
mpr^.totbe put'pose, the right of cAoasitig a guardian. 
And.nQt^,^ihat .though the concerns here in question 
are, in respect of extent ^ the public and universal con- 
cerns, and the importance of them proportioned to 
t|fS(K.c;j^.tent, yet, otkthe other hand— ^instead of being, 
8|8 ill' the present case, integraly^-rthe right here in 
qt^eAtion is but a .minute., fraction of the integral ot 
efitire right of choosing the fraption of a guardian^ fof 
the management of those great common copcernit 
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For wliat reimins, «ee iht next head; ^t 

II. Females. As to persons of this sex, the se^ in 
which the half, more or less, of the whole species m 
contained — usually, if not constantly, have they on 
this occasion been passed over without notice: aii 
omission which, under a Mahometan government, 
might have place with rather less prejudice %o coh«- 
sistency than under a Christian one. ' y 

The great leading considerations above brought t6 . 
view — viz. the universaUiritiresl-comprehmsion prin^ 
ciple, tlie quality of appropriate probity and appri^ 
priate intelUciual aptitude — these guides to decision, if 
they apply not with propriety to both sexes, it seems 
tiol easy to ftay with what propriety they can be appl^ 
cable to either. 

As to the interest' comprehension principle,-— a task 
which, to the purpose of making application of it 
on competent grounds, presents itself as indispens^ 
able, is — the taking a survey of the state of the lailysi^ 
by which at present the shape between the two sexes 
is determined. ... ... 

Thereupon, a sort of preliminary question preiehts 
itself as likely enough to be put:<~Suppose-^forar^ 
gument sake suppose-— the result to be, that oh this 
part of the field of law, due justice has not hith^to 
been done to the Weaker sex : on this supposition, can 
any such expectation exist, as that iii the formation 
of a plan in relation to suffrage, any better justice 
will be done?— The answer is— that, barring the in- 
tervention of this or that special obstacle^ there seemf 
tio sufficient reason why any such justice should be 
despaired of. For, upon a spurt, upon the spur pf 
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the occasion, cfreo^against (he geneial bmtcf pertoa- 
aenc interest,^— aire; now and then aeen lo b« vtiiAe^ 
•aivb sacrifices as, under the permanent, and habitual 
and tranquil operation ^f particular interest are never 
aoen to be made. 

/ As to a^Qpriate intellectual aptitude — ^in the caAC 
QiMomarthy — in the case of integral possession of su- 
preme and all-comprehensive power«-by no man, per* 
faps unless it be by John Knox^ has physical weakness 
beien brought forward in the character of an objection to 
tfie practice of vesting political power in^he softer sex : 
by no man, even in the case of the Electoral funciion, 
where, as in the instance of the £ast India Direction^ 
the (active or self-acHng^ including the imperaiire 
power, is in the hands of an Aristocracy: an Aristo** 
^racy, itself in England tobject to the mixt Monarchy, 
but exercising the EUctoral function, in relation to 
the sort of local Monarchy, by which, under the guise 
of a Councils under the Presidence of la Gwemor^ m 
British India so many millions are ruled.* 

Although, in all these several instances, the pro* 
priety of the arrangement were confessedly estabiish- 
ed,«^yet in the case of the democratic species of Elec^- 
tidn in question, the propriety of it could not be stated 
as presenting itself in any such character as that of a 
necessary opnsequence. As to any thing approach** 
ing to a decided opinion, — ^any thing of that sort — any 



* In the County of York^ if my information be correct^ may be 
foun4 a Borougb, to which belong two seats, in relation to which 
the Electoral function is virtualiy performed by a single pers^ of 
fliefem^Mx. ' 
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^Oleaipt t^y^fa^Bii-^wnxld/ifiihisplf^op l;»e altogether 
premature. ;Qf the few observations. here haK^rdedi 
what then, jt rn^iy he a^ked, is the use ? The me (I 
answer) — the de^gn at legist is — tp shew, in ?rk^t. w!ay» 
and with a degree of attention suited to its impor^nce^ 
the subject, is capable of being treated, in respect t^ 
principU : of two modes of treatment, which ipay bf 
the more proper one— «on the one hand the mode herf 
exemplified, or on the other, this or a Aor^<-lafigh| ^ 
sneer, an expression of scorn, or a common-place witt 
ticism, the reader will determine.* 

* Woodfall's Bepoita, Anno 1797, p. 537.— Clarify F(ur.—<'>hopi 
^^ gentkmen will not 8inil« if I endeavour^' — After sayipg as ab^fcv 
he .addf, '* My opinion is, that the best plan of representatiQn i|^ 
*' thai which shall bring into activity the greatest number of inde- 
^ pendent voters, and that that )s defective which would bring 
*^ forth thoee whose situation and condition takes ftom thedn ponder 
** of deliberation. J can have no conception of that being a/ good 
«' plan of Election, which should enable individuals to bring regl" 
^ ments to the poll, I hope gentlemen wiD not smile if I endeavour 
" to illustrate my position by referring to the example of the other 
'' sex. In sdl the theories and projects of the most absurd specula* 
''' tion, it has never been suggested that it would be advisable tp 
*^ extend the elective suffrage to the female sex ; and yet, justly 
" respecting, as we must do, the mental powers, the acquirements^ 
*' the discrimination, and the ta)ents of the women of England, iii 
'' the present improved state of society ; knowing the opportunities 
*^ which they have for acquiring knowledge ^ that they have idtc; 
'* rests as dear and as important as our own ; it must be the genuine 
" feeling of every gentleman who hears me» that all the fepMor 
^ €lM^s«f the female sex of England most be mon eapaUeof ex- 
«« eroising theeketive suffiri^ with delibeitttioa and propriety, thaii 
'' t!h<e uninfimned indiriduals of the lowest class of men, to whon^ 
«« Uie advocates of universal suffrage would extend it; and yet, wjiy 
'' has it ne?er heea imagi9ed that tbci ri^ht of electioQ diould be 
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'^ ill. Soldiers and Sailors. . If of these clasW mm* 
tion must here be made, scarcely can it he for any 
other purpose than to shew that they have not been 
out of mind. From participating in the exercise of 
this franchise, all those who are out on foreign 6er- 
Vice, stand excluded by physical, by' absolutely un* 
surmodntable obstacles : this being constantly and 
tinavoidably the case with many, and incidentally with 
all, — those, in whose instance the bar is not applied 
by physical obstacles, need the less repine, should the 
necessity arise of excluding them by legal ones. Indi- 
vidualljf considered, no tenable objection could surety 
be opposed to the suffrage of any individual of 
this so extensive and eminently meritorious a class of 
public servants. But, collected in a mass, under the 
command ofC r General and Co. — they might. 

In any part of the country, or in many parts of the 
country at once, be set a rolling like an ara/oncA^, 



** extended Iq women ? Why, bi|t because of the Ulmo qfNatums,* 
** and perhaps^ ako by the lat^ Offuuurc,l that sex is dependant oi| 
ff ours ] and because, therefor^, their voices would be governed bj 
^ the relation \n which they stand in society. Therefore it is, Sii> 
^ that with the exception of companies, in which the right of 
^' votiqg merely affects property, it has never been in the conteni- 
^ plation of the mopt absurd th^rists to extend the electivie (nnr 
>' ichise to the sex/' 



' * A law wliieh has no eaistenee. 

.: f Tirk^ A petemptoiy exclaiiooyliy which one half of the speetosh 
|S«d«ded ftom that secarity for a regard to Iheir faiUrests, whkh In the tmm of 
the other h«lf is pronoonced indispntable. Ground of diis exclosio n — or at 
lesst a principal part of that gronndy a perktft I 

% Law of Natore— aoodier noo-entity. A too commoii phraie : in tha prer 
seat histaaeai fMr< what is at the bottom of itr 
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pverwhejimiog as they rolled the settled population qf 
. (who can say how many ?) Electoral districts. Here 
is a mischief; but a mischief, to which, by a few regu- 
lations, no less obvious than the mischief, there could 
be no difficulty in opposing an effectual bar. 

To the above perfectly obvious grounds qf defalca- 
.tion, add, for consideration, th^is one more, which wiU 
perhaps be found not quite so.obvigus. 

IV. JVon-readers — for. shortness, let this be the 
name of the class \ alsq, for shortness, take ^the fol- 
.Iqwing compressed, intimation of the ground .of the 
.thus, proposed defalcation, with the political and 
.moral institution attached to it, and of the mode pro- 
j>osed for fixing the termination of it. Principle^ not 
at variance with the universal'interest' comprehension 
principle: duration of the exclusion —not only tem« 
porary, — ^but, to an, indefinite degree, capable of being 
^liortenedby thie exertions of the individual excluded. 
^ Proofs of the cessation of the cause of exclusion, pubr 
lie: matter^ taken for the subject of the proof,— in th^ 
first place the law by which the Elections in question 
shall, in the here supposed state of things, have been 
r^ulated ; to which might be added (regard being had 
to matter and applicable space] this or that portion of 
o/A^ appropriate matter : — but for any such details 
ibe present is no (place. . <, 

For the collatejral effects^ moral and intellectual-^ 
of such an institution, inquire of the Mational $o^ 
ciety : — inquire of any body — those excepted whos^ 
wish — :(ror alas !-<;8ome such are there not ?). whose unr 
dissembled wish has been, to keep us of the swinish 

g 
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muUitude*— to keep us for ever in our state of swine. 

Defeasible as it is at all times at the pleasure of the 
excluded party, — ^if by this exclusion the exercise of 
the right may, in the instance of some person of full 
age be suspended, — in the instance of minors^ might 
not, on proof given as above of possession obtained 
of appropriate intellectual aptitude — might not the 
acquisition of it be accelerated ? 

So much for defalcation^ considered as applicable 
to the extent to be given to this franchise* Behold 
now a principle of exception^ operating as a bar to a 
little swarm of other defalcations, — such as, but for 
this consideration, would, on grounds more or less 
cogent, be apt to present a call — some of them a pe- 
remptory call — for acceptance. 

This principle is the simplification principU. On 
the ground of deficiency, in one or other, or both, of 
the elements of the appropriate aptitude in question 
' — ^viz. appropriate probity and appropriate intellectual 
aptitude^ — various are the classes that might be pro- 
posed for exclusion: foreigners in amity, foreigners 
in enmity but at large, outlaws^ convicts^ vagrants^ in- 
solvents^ bankrupts^ lunatics — these may serve as ex* 
amples. 

O rare Simplicity! — Hand-maid of beauty, wisdom, 
virtue, — of every thing that is excellent — Simplicity ! 
: — ^applied to every subject, to which, without prepon- 
derant inconvenience, it can be applied — ^simplicity, 
though but a sort of negative good, is not the less a 
good. To the exclusion of sensible (which are the 
^nly real) evils, may it without scruple be applied, 
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where the only evils that dan rerak from the appiica- 
tion, are but as it were no^^m^ zrA ins^nsiUe : evils, 
for example, which,— though if they existed in a cer^ 
taiD quafitity, they might or even would^ be felt,— yet, 
m the greatest quantity in question, cannot be felt ;*-« 
e^ils, in a word, which)*^though but for the operation 
of Goonter causes^ they would or might be productive 
of actual sensible sufferance or loss of comfort) — 
yet, by the operation of such counter causes, will be 
prevented from carrying that capacity into act. 

filo much for principle; now for application. Even 
at the place of Election, much more in a judicatory 
of appeal constituted for the purpose, — among the 
accompaniments of every such investigation are the 
kitimately connected mischiefs, with which all judi« 
cature is so liable to be infested, viz. d4lay^ vexation^ 
^Mad 4Hfensi. In all tbese may be seen real and sen- 
aible^^acuCely sensible evils. But, in the case of a 
rights which, how important soever, when taken in its 
integrality, is to all really effective purposes, such as 
Uie establishment of laws, and the execution of mea- 
sures of administration, itself but the fraction of a 
Jractioni^-^suppo^e that by the exceptionable classeSi 
all of them taken together — that is, by the admis^Q 
givend to tbem> be they ever so exceptionable, no sett* 
sible change ibr the worse can ever, in all human 
prohabiliiy, be made in the conduct of public affairs; 
•i-^-the consequence is — that the supposed inconve* 
nience is ideal and theoretical oaerely, not actual and 
practical. 

' The sitiipl^imitn principle, fhos expSktiaed^^ajyply 
it to the question as between the extebt indicated by 
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the word housiholdersj and the extent here inark^ 
out as designated by the words virtually universal suf- 
frage. In the Plan itself, on the occasion of which, 
the attention* wati confined to householders, an expe-, 
dient may be seen proposed, having for its object the 
maximization of simplicity ; — the mnimization. of the 
triple yoke of kiconvenience— the trinoda mcessitas^^. 
composed of delay, vexation, and expense, which, by 
Mature in a certain proportion, by sinister Art com- 
monly fn a much greater proportion, has been made 
U> press upon the. neck of so many sorts oIl public, 
but most intolerably of all upon the neck of almost 
all yuJtVta/, proceedings* ^ .> 

* Look at what is said in Mr. Cobbett's Letter on this 
subject to Earl Grosvenor [Cobbett's Register, Feb. 22/ 
1817), and, in respect of simplicity, and its conse-. 
quinces as above explained, judge whether, compared 
with the householder plan, even with the befiefit of th^ 
above proposed instrument of simplification! the Ifirn 
tualfy universal plan has not the advantage. 

Itk (,bis same view, note a principle of precaution,* 
having regard to relative time. The evidence, on the 
ground of which a claimant's title to the franchise is 
provisionally, to be allowed^ — let it be — not.of the.ar^i 
but, as proposed in the Plan, of the written kind-r-a 
document^ suppose a card — suppose a ticket — ^penned, 
and authenticated, and allowed, at a time anterior Xo 
that of the Election. By this means all discussion is 
excluded from that time : in the instance of each votefy 
the operation of voting may, as in the case of holding 
up of hands, be instantaneous. Forgery and fraudu- 
lent ^rr^ono/tan are the only causes of deceit left pps- 
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Aible : and, forasmuch as by small numbers no promise 
of effect would be afforded, while among large num- 
bers, the larger the number the fuller the assurance 
of detection, — no probability can this possibility have 
for its accompaniment. 



} 8. Virtual Universality of Suffragt-^ts Un- 
dangerousness. 

: On the topic of supposed or imputed dangerous^ 
oess, after what has been seen already, accept the 
ibllowing observations, compresised to that degree of 
/compression which /tift^ and jft^^^ necessitates. 

Objection. — Universal suffrage, universal hostility 
and anarchy. — Answer. No, not the smallest ap* 
proach to any such evils. i 

. .Hostility? under what provocation, and against 
what object? Provocation now, alas! but too abun-^ 
dant : in that case, absolutely none. Provocation, say 
-you?— say, instead of it, its exact. opposite. Yes : in 
place of provocation, and that inveterate,--fresh.acid 
never before experienced beneficence. Provocation 
—where should it find its object? In a branch of 
government, now for the first time, at the instance of 
the people themselves, repaired and improved tor 
their benefit, and then placed in their own hands ? 
^ Suppose mischievous activity, on what occasion or 
in. what shape should it exert. itself ? The sort of 
power which they would be called upon to exercise, 
what is it ? Is it,-— as in legislation^ and command^ as well 
civil as mi/t/ary,-^irectly, immediately, imperatively. 
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impressively, add coercivcly actingi^ir^?— No.btila 
mere exercise of the unicnperative faculty of depuUtion 
— an exercise performed under the veil of the most tr^a* 
quil and silent, and absolutely impenetrable and im« 
perturbable secrecy, — performed by a mere turn of (be 
hand, — and, in the instance of each individual, in the 
same moment begun and ended : — a power which, if 
such it must be caUed, is hut the fraction «f a iricti^o: 
the power of makiqg one of a va^t multitude, the ma- 
jority of which must join, ere they can seat so much as 
one man in an Assembly, — one man, with whom 
another large majority must join, and with that large 
majority, the majority of another Assembly, ere he 
can give effect lo any power by which command U 
issued, and okedima produced. 

Be the mischief what it may, — suppose the people, 
in any considerable number, inclined to effect it. fo 
their eyes, or in any eyes, what sort of prospect of 
accomplishing the supposed obnoxious purpose cbnld 
the nature of the case afford ? How deep, as weH as 
at the same time how hollow, must not the scheme of 
speculation be supposed to be, that is thus supposed 
to be entertained by the supposed precipitate and un«^ 
thinking multitude? Of himself not one of them 
could, so much as in expectation, have any the least 
part in it : if accomplished, the persons by whoo& tt is 
accomplished must be the majority ot a set of persons^ 
all different from these voters; yet this majority, com* 
posed of individuals, all of them without exception 
bent upon the execution of this same perntciouk 
$cheme: — aikl what could they hope 10 get by it? 
When, by the passions of a populace^ mischief has 
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beiQii porpetnted or aimed at» is it by any gud& te}e* 
scopic and deep-laid schemes that it has ever beea 
aimed at ? 

No: it is not in the dangerousness and mischievous* 
ness — it is in the undangerousness and beneficialness 
of this and the other elements of reform, that in the^ 
minds of the nUiug and it^umlialfew the oppositioa 
made to it has its real ground* Not in the want» 
of light — pure and instructive lighten the poli- 
tical hemisphere — not in the want of it, but in the 
abundance of it, look for the true object of their fears. 
The increase of light — were that any part of tl>eir ob* 
ject, how to compass that object is no secret to them.< 
Confined to the quarter in which when it is of use to 
tbem — applied to the accomplishment of the grwd 
object — the openly avowed object— -*the ^^prostration 
V of understanding and wiir at the feet of a Priesthood^ 
itself by original institution prostrate— and so lately 
sp much more profoundly prostrated*-— at the feet of a 
Prelacy, itself in a state of everlasting prostration at 
ihf foot of the throne — applied to this object never 
can, there b^ any wa,nt of anxiously directed activity* 
-p*-In regard iq appropriate intellectual aptitude^ what is 
the real, the everlasting fear ? — ^lest it be deficient ?-m 
No: but lest it be abuudant. Yes: on the hemisphere 
of religion^ to delude tbem with false and political 
lights — on the political hemisphere, to keep tbem 
plunged in the thickest darkness — such in their " high 
*« Situation'' is the policy of ^^ great characters ;" suehi 



* See the Reverend Mr, BeUbam's Observations on tbe Bisbop of 
London's Charge^ Anno 1814. 
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in the very nature of things, it is^ever dertined to be, 
ivhen vouchsafing to determine the lot of the smnish 
multihide. 

' Of this supposed dangerous and mischievous right, 
by what mode and form of instruction would the exer- 
cise be prefaced and prepared? On the one part, 
would it be, as now, by karanguing-^y^ haranguin^^ 
loudi and, till the present state of things be replaced* 
by a better, how can it be other tlian impassicnedfj — 
on the other part by thronging : by thronging, if riot 
actually tumultuous, continually, by the naturally 
and incessantly increasing tyranny expected, or pre* 
tended to be expected to be found, — and for the sake 
of the thus manufactured pretext, always wished to 
be found, tumultuous? Oh no: — on the one part by 
a course erf writings on the other part by a correspond' 
dent course of reading. Oh yes : — the pen in hxmd. — 
behold in this the true organ for administering sound, 
dispassionate, and undefusive information : — in the eye 
— in the stillness and leisure of the closet, applied to the 
silent paper, behold in this the true organ for the re* 
ception of the matchless blessing. — Lips on the one 
part, ears on the other part— behold in these the scr 
imperfectly adapted — the only originally employable 
brgans ; — in the fugitive, the ever questionable, the 
ever delusive information — the only information ca-> 
pable of being communicated and received by such 
organs, — the sole and sadly imperfect resource, of im- 
mature, unlettered, and unenlightened times.* 



' t By Mr, Cobbett, this topic I observe just now mentioned by 
bimaelf as baying been frequently worked :-«and if so, doubtless 
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As to speechHying and writing — and the compara- 
tive beneficial dess and innoxiousness of the sort of 
information to be respectively looked for to the two 
sburces-^by speeches, many an assembly has been 
driven into precipitate and mischievous resolves ; by 
writings, much fewer, not to say none. By speechies, 
followed on the spot by resolutions taken on the spot, 
falsehoods are asserted — ^meaos of detection excluded: 
in writings, scarce can falsehood be brought forward 
on one side, but time for detecting and Refuting it has 
place on the other : — ^by speeches, imaginatiod is fas- 
cinated, — ^passion in excess excited, — time for com- 
prehensive conception and cool judgment denied :rr-^ 
substitute writings no advantage can in any of theise 
shapes be gained by any side to the injury of aoy 
other. When tongues and ears are the organs of 
converse ; — in an assembly, congregated under the no- 
tion of hearing speeches^ — by its own clamours, (and 
with what unhappy frequency is not this mischief 
exemplified !) by its own clamours — that is, by the 
clamours of a few impatient tongues, — on both sides 
of the question — or, what is so much worse, on one 
side only, — may not only all documenis^ but all argu^ 
ment be excluded ? whereas, in so far aspens and iyes 
are the organs, — by no power but that of a tyrant — of 
a tyrant about the throne, or on a bench— can any 



with that force and acuteness, which might be expected at hbhands^ 
SB well as with that copiousness and difiuseness^ which is so well 
adapted to the situation of the bulk of those among whom he has to 
look for readers. 
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miads be deprived of the knowledge of whatsoever has 
been said, or f€fn be said, on both sides. 

Thus, not only in the first instance, but so long 
as the subject continued to be viewed no otherwise 
than at a di9tance,«-*that, in thb state of mind, by 
the vastoess and indeterminateness of the compound 
idea, produced by the combination of annuality of 
iUctian with univirsalUy of suffrage^ — conception 
should be at first bewildered, and the passion oi fear 
k^pt in a state of excitation, — in this there is nothing 
strange : the strange thing would rather be, if the case 
were otherwise.* 



* Such, at any rate in iny owa view, it cannot fail to be : for in 
thb state, for a long course of years, was my own mind :«— the 
clqect a.dark, and thence a hideous pbantoip, until, elicited bj. 
severe and external pressure, the light of reason — or, if this word 
be too assuming, the light of ratiocinoHon — ^was brought to bear 
upon it. In the Plan itself may be seen at what period (viz. anno 
1809), fearful of going further— «iiibracing the occasion of finding, 
in derivdtive judgment, an exterior support— I was not only eootent, 
but glad, to stop at the degree of extension indicated by the word 
ftoi«c^oWer«;— taking at the same time for conclusive evidence of 
hoiaeJioldership, the fact of having paid direct taxes. But, the more 
frequently my mind h^ returned itself upon the subject — ^the more 
^ose the application made to it— the more minute the anxiety with 
vhM^ twery njclie and cmny has been pryed into — the stroDg<r 
er has been the persuasion produced,— that, eren from an extent 
as unbounded as that which would have been given to the prin- 
clple by the vigorous, and laborious, and experienced mind 
of the Duke qfEichmond (always with the proviso, that, by that 
secpecy^^which, somehow or othc^r he could not bear to look in the 
face,— freedom should be secured) no mischief, no danger, in any 
Mich ghape as that which is denoted by the words anarefy or equaU* 
taiian, i. e. detirucHm of property, would ensue : in a word, not 
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Note liore a little operation ! — an operation <whick 
may be perfornied by any body who has leisure^ 

any the smallest defalcation from any rigbts, but those whicj|ii are 
universally acknowledged to be mere irust-rights — rights the exercise 
of which ought to be directed to the advancement — not of the sepa- 
rate interests of him to whom they are intrusted, but of the joint 
and universal interest. 

TranquilliEcd, on the other hand, by the persuasion-*that, al- 
though, by defalcation after defalcation, very considerable reduction 
were made in respect of extent, stiU no very determinate and dis^ 
tinguishable defalcation might be made from the beneficent influ* 
ence of the tmiversaUinterest'CompreheMion principle, — and that, by 
every extension obtained, the way could be smoothed to any such 
ulterior extension,* the demand for which should, in the continued 
applieation of that principle, guided by the experience of security, 
under the experienced degree of extension, have found its due 
suppOTt, — with little regret, considering the subject in a theoretical 
point of view, and altogether without regret, considering it with a 
view to conciliation, and in that sense in a practical point of viewj-«r 
thus it was that without difficulty I found I could accede to the ex* 
tent indicated by the words householders, or direcMax-paying houses- 
holders : due regard being at the same time paid to the arrange* . 
ments prescribed by the simpUfication principle, as above. 

Representation co-extensive with taxation? — ^with taxation in 
every shape ? — Oh yes, with all my heart : no danger to property 
any more than to person should I apprehend from it : for, under 
another description, what would this be but the Duke qf BichmomPs 
universal suffrage t But the principle — in the principle behold the 
defect : — a principle which is but the product of imagination— of 
imagination with nothing but itself for its support : — a principle 
not looking to unvtfcrsal interest — not looking to interest in any 
shape or to any extent — to human feelings in any shape or to any 
extent — to general utility — to utility in any shape or to any extent x 
-^a principle deaf, unyielding, and inflexible :— a principle which 

* Sopposiog this a speech spoken,— iUir Hm I hear km I would it not at this 
plaee be the cry from the opposite benches ?^-profbond the discovery of th* 
•apposed confession— proportionably trioniphaat the esnltatta ! 
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Turn to the History of Boroughs: pick out the most I 
open ones : those in which the right has the extension | 

viU hear of no modification — ^will look at no calculation : — a princi- I 
pie, which, like that of the rights qfman, is in its ^ffmpcf a principle I 
of despotism, howsoever, in its application, applied to puirpoaes so 
diametrically and beneficently opposite. 

Co'cxtensive xvith taxation? — Why this reference, this adjust- 
ment ? — ^If, instead of imagination, reason be consulted, the answer 
is — ^that by extent coinciding with that of taxation, so it happens 
that in this country all interests are comprehended : — deference is 
paid to, practice would accordingly be guided by, the principle 
by which the comprehension of all interests is prescribed. Good : 
but if; in the principle which prescribes the giving admission at 
once to all interests, you were to have *a principle which nobody 
but yourself would listen to, what would you be the better for it? 
and if, with a principle which, in numbers sufficient to carry the 
question, men would listen to and be governed by, you were to get 
a constitution, under and by virtue of which, for want either of 
tppropriaie probity or appropriate intellectual aptitude, or both, pro- 
perty and liberty would be destroyed, — what in this case would you 
be the better for your principle ? — would not your condition be still 
worse — yea, much worse — than even at present? 

Behold here — (for it is well worth beholding) — the relation — the 
instructive relation— between theory and practice : — of the goodness 
of theory, the test is— iti every instance — its applicability to pmc- 
iice I'-^ood' in theory, had in practice: — ^behold in this fallacy — this 
vulgar fallacy — a contradiction in terms. 

But, if theory be recurred to, it suffices not that a proposed 
measure be good in itself; — ^the theory employed in support of it 
should also be a good one : a theory capable of being — and without 
practical mischief— applied to practice. But capable of being, 
without mischief, applied to practice, it cannot be, — if no reference 
being made by it — ^no regard paid by it — to human interests or to 
human feelings — ^to feelings of pcun — to feelings of pleasure, — it ad- 
mit^ of no modification— -no yielding of interest to intere8t"-4iiid 
thereby of no means of conciliation: — of no means of convertitm, 
but overbeadDg despotism. 

The 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CIX 



indicated by the word householders^ or by the word 
poUwobblers, — go back aa far as recollection — recollec- 



The horror and terror with which, by the words universal sitf" 
fi'oge and annual elections, so many uncorrupted breasts are filled, 
(for I speak not here of the case of those in whose instance language 
and deportment are necessarily prescribed and fashioned by the 
predominance of sinister interest) — these self-disturbing and dissocial 
passions — ^to which object shall we look for the cause of the application 
thus made of them ? Shall it not be to the weakness^alas ! the too 
natural, and, in a greater or less degree, the universal weakness— 
of yielding too readily to first ioipressions ?— of giving the reins to 
t'mqgtiuKion, and at the same time to that loroe qfease, which spares 
itself the labour necea^ry to close inspection, and carefully compre- 
hensive analysis? Oh yes: in the combination of all these co« 
operating causes may be found power but too sufficient for the 
production of these and so many other undesirable efiects. 

In my own instance, well do I remember* the time when the prin- 
ciple of universal suffrage, howsoever modified, presented itself to me 
as being in a general view inadmissible. Yes : but what time ? any 
time subsequent to that attentive consideration and scrutiny, which 
the importance of the question now so imperiously calls for ? — Oh 
no : it was a time, at which, as yet, no purposed attention had on 
my part ever directed itself to the subject. No : the closer the at- 
tention bestowed, the firmer has all along been my conviction— on 
the one hand of the undangerousness of the principle, taken in the 
utmost extent to which the application of it can ^ver reach,— on ihie 
other hand, of the facility and consistency, with which, for the sake 
of union and concord, defalcation after defalcation might, — provi- 
sionally at any rate, and for the sake of experience— -quiet and gra* 
dual experience, — be applied to it. 

As to what concerns the influence of understanding as under- 
standing — in the case here in question the only beneficent— the only 
endurable influence, — my own persuasion is — ^that under the mdst 
unbounded universality of suffrage, — instead of being annihilated,* 
the influence o( aristocracy would still be but too great : too great, I 
mean, with relation to appropriate intellectual apH*ude: too great 
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tion about individual cbaracter'-^^an carry you :-*-«ay, 
to the comroencenient of the present reign. Under 



not to give admissioD to many an idle and comparatively unfur* 
nished, to the exclusion of a laborious and better furnished, mind. 

As far as I have been able to collect it — and I have not been unso- 
Ucitous in tny endeavours to collect it — the whole stream of expe« 
rience runs that way. 

In proof, or at any rate in illustration of this position->-one parti* 
eular incident, which has place in my own remembrance, has just 
been confirmed by cotemporary recollections. In the days of 
Witkes and Liberty / among Wilkes's supporters — and, indeed, for 
activity and extent of influence, at the head of them — ^was Churchill, 
the Apothecary, brother to Poet Churchill. Election time approach- 
ing, Wilkes himself being* for the moment, by some incident or 
other, put out of the question, — ^Apothecary Churchill was proposed. 
An Apothecary Member for Westminster! by a loud and general 
damour to this effect was the proposition immediately crushed : — 
yet, besides that extraordinary personal popularity, by which he 
had been enabled to render such commanding service to the fine 
Gentleman, his prot6g6, was this Apothecary of the number of those 
who kept their coaches. 

As to Apothecaryship and Gentlemanship, for my own part, if, of two 
^andidatesj knowing nothing of either, but that one was an Apothe^ 
cary, the other a Gentleman of 10,000/. a year, the question were 
to be asked of me, for which will you give your vote? my answer 
would be at once — the Apothecary — the Apothecary for me / — ^Why ? 
even because in the mind of the Apothecary— the Apothecary being 
to a certain degree known as such — I should be assured of finding 
intellectual aptitude ^intellectual aptitude in the shape and degree 
corresponding to the exigencies of that eminently useful and respect- 
fible profession, including the branches of art and science that be- 
long to it: — in the first place, intellectual aptitude at large: and 
•carcdy can it happen, but that, so it be considerable in degree, 
mtellectual aptitude aj)propriatf,—- appropriate, if not with reference 
to any subject without exception, at any rate with reference to the 
iubject here in question,-«-may with inore or less facility be acquir- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



GXi 

the he^d of each such Borough, look over the list of 
the Represmtativesy who from that time to this hare 
sat for it : — this done, then it is that you may be in a 
condition to pronounce — whether, when compared 
with the seats, filled in the most generally approved 
and lauded mode, viz. the County Seats, (of which in 
the next section), any distinctly-marked deficiency, in 
respect of any one of the three elements of appropriate 
aptitude — be to be (bund : appropriate aptitude, as di* 
vided into its never to be forgotten three branches, 
viz. appropriate probity , appropriate intellectual apti* 
iude, and appropriate active talent. 

Aptitude f Elements? (cries a voice from Bond 

Street) d you and your three elements.^ No, no ; 

Property! Property / that's our sort! that's the only 
element we know of— worth all your's, and a .hundred 
such put together. 

Oh no, d € ! (cries another from a four-in-hand, 

interrupting himself while in the establishment of a 



ed : tbe already acquired stock or capital, beings with more or lest 
advantage, capable of being transferred and applied to the newly 
•adopted branch of kidustry. 

Ilras miich for the Apoiheoofy. Now as to the QetiUeman.. This 
Gentleman, with hia ten thousand a year— he having been bred up 
in the expectation of it-<-on what assignable or maintainable ground 
could I build any equal or nearly equal expectation, of his poasegsing 
the requisite intellectual aptitude, in any tolerably competent de- 
gree, in any«hape? at any rate in any sh^pe in whidi it wooM, 
any part of \U posieu a tolerable chanee of being i ran f fiened to Oiis 
purpioae ? InteHectual aptitude — to whatever subject applied;*7i8 it 
not the fruit of h^four ?— 4s it to be had wiihout labour ? How then 
should he have come by it ? — ^by the force of what moHva shall that 
of tbe pain attached to the labour have been overcome ? 
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-Oh no, you' ye forgot one: and that's blood, 
look therif (pointiog to the horse's shoulder) 

look thire^^^here you have ity d e. To be sure, to 

sit comfortably, a man should have both : — no doubt of 
that; but habere one faUs, t'other must serve instead of 
it. ' Jfter all, bloods our surest card : vingt-un runs ojf 
with property now and then — blood it carCt r%m off 
with : that sticks by us. Come, if you must have three 
elements, here's an ametulment for you, — Blood, Pro- 
perty, Connexion : these are our three elements : Blood 
jand Property in ourselves; Connexion in the good fellow 
we put in to think and speak for us. — There now, you 
old fellow ! off with your three elements — off with them 
to Utopia, Uwas there you got 'em from, d el 

Weill good gentlemen, look over the list I am 
speaking about : — look it well over — look at the seijAs 
— look at the sitting-parts they have been filled byr— 
look at them well — and as little will you find any/de- 
ficiency in the stock of your own legitimate elenients— 
man and horse elements together — as of my swinish 
ones. 

Look to the most populous of all populous ' Bo* 
roughs! look to Westminster !— Number of Electors, 
even many years back, not fewer than 17,000: swine 
nbt all of them indeed — ^the Dean and Chapter being 
of the number — not to speak of Right Honourable^ 
and Honourables ;t— swine's flesh, however, predomi- 
nant-^rabundajntly predominant: swinish the character, 
of the vast majority of that vast multitude. 

Well then, look to Westminster — look first to time 
present— see now what you have there. See you not 
Lord Cochrane ? What do you see there ? See you 
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aoi blood aofll {MToperty in one ? — ^biood frocn aikfes' 
tor8H*-property from the aource foost prized — the 
loiiroe from whence all yotir oldest property 8|>rohg-^ 
enemies* blood, with plunder for the fruit of it?— See 
yoo not Sir Frapcw Burdett f — ^have not yon there 
blood enou^ and property enough f Loolc now ^a 
little back :-~before yon had eitbep Cochrane or Bur* 
dctt, had not you Charles Fok? had /ou faim not ai^ 
long4it the country had htm ? 

Oren within this twelvemonth , when a Tacancy was 
apprehended, what sort of man was it that was looked 
to for the filling of it f Was it a man of and Jrom 
the people? Was it the Ccbbett with his penmanship ? 
bis 60^000 purchasers, and his ten thn^s 60,000 rea- 
ders? Was fit the Henry Hunt with his oratory ? Wad 
it not C^te^^Aif/of the Carhmgkts of JYorthampton- 
Mr$y Wa6 it hot jBrowgAom, of Brougham ?-^%tiA 
hosrsoever by these' hien the plea of Ulysses might 
be put in-^** Neve mihi noceat qood vobis semper 
iUfaivi |MPofuit ingenium^''^ not the less were there 



* Tlvis innersfalgr dBatcd^ Dryden and Co. (Chalmers'^ Englitb 
PoeU,voLzx.jPiAS»): — i 



-^or I m^y loie the pme. 



By hafiDg sense wbicfa lieaven to him denies ; 
Since great or small the talent 1 enjoy'd^ 
Was ever in the common cause employed; 
Nor let my wit and wonted eloqiience. 
Which often has been used in your defence^ 
And in my 6wn, this only time be brought 
To bear against myself and deemed a fault. 
h 
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the gmtis Qt proapi*^-^nd whether sitting lor West- 
tninster, oi* looked to for Westminster, the case of 
a man who bad neither the blood element nor the 
property element, remains still withont example. 
. Look^at BristQ^ the next most populous city ?—^ 
when a man was looked for, who should, if possibly 
stem the tide of corruption — that tide which so na- 
turally flows .so strong in maritime and commercial 
cities — who is it that was looked for? Was it the Spat 
Fields Orator ? — did he not try and fall there ? Was 
knot Sir Samuel Rpmilly ?*-^and though, — (fronir ani 
irregularity, for which, by some country gentlemen or 
other, whose aptitude was in his acres^ — a. Mr. £yrii 
or a Mn Frankland^ which was it? — he was vS0;C0QBis-% 
tently called to order, — ^the bloofl. he hstd* catbe fcoob 
(he wrong side of the channel, wd with « something 
in it too nearly allied to Puritanism to be retished b)r 
Ugitimuy)^— yet (not to speak of the ii^xif A elem«ntft> 
which are of no value but in UtcpiaJ — blood, sudh as 
it was, there was in him — Hood? — y!^%i znA firoperty^ 
too, — though, whether then as now savouring of the 
realty^ let others, who know, say, — to sanction it. 

Look to the most populous among Boroughs : look 
to Liverpool. When the same pestilential tide was 
hoped to be stemmed at Liverpool, who is it that 
great commercial port and borough called in to stem 



♦ The deeds of long-descended ancestors 
Are but by grace of imputation ours,— 
Theirs in effect 
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it ? Was it the Cobbelt .^— Was it the Spa Fields' Ora- 
tor? Hei*e too, was it not Brougham^ oX Brougham? 

Propensity to look wide of the true mark — to look 
to and to accept, in Iteu of the only true and direct 
elements of appropriate aptitude* tho^e supposed cir- 
cinnstantially but decepttously evidentiary ones — 
bldod-^roperty — add, if you please, connexion — :this 
is not peculiar to English^ it is common to human na* 
ture: yes,' to human nature; and, till that nature be 
transformed, never will the propensity — ^be it usefuli 
betitmictchievdus — ^be rooted out of it. 

Look to andenty look to Republican Rome. To pro* 
tect them against the Aristocracy, the people ob- 
tained a Representative^^^, single Representative — a 
RepresejUatiye whose style and title was, Triburu of the 
People : in the breast of this one individual was con- 
tained thiir Commons House. , Well — this man — 
'wbo to them was a host^' ^nd their oply host*^from 
what men, from what cast of men dic| they take him ? 
From among themselves ? — ^Not they indeed. From 
whence then?*— Even from their oppressors— their 
very oppressors themselves — from the Patricians. Such 
(it has been observed by somebody, was it not Montes- 
quieu ?) such was their choice, for hundreds of years 
together. 

Well ^-^in thus advocating virtually universal suf-^ 
frage — and, as to absolutely universal suffrage, though^ 
preferably to the other, I do not, nor ever should ad- 
vocate it — 1 should nevertheless, as Earl Grey did 
once, ** prefer it to the present syMem.*' Ifi* thus 
advocating virtuMy, or though it were absolutely^ uni- 
versal suffrage^ — whnt is g^ven as above, is it* all mere 

h2 
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theory ? — is it not practice to boot i-^praclics, r some^ 
what not very easily distinguifihable from it ?— !s it not 
experience? 

Oh but (says somebody) this which you coil pi ictice— 
this^ in support of which you are calling in eofperience-^^ 
this is not any universal-suffrage p/aji^^Aii is not ewen 
your own virixxMy-universalTSuffirage phn>^this is but 
the householder /^n. 

Yes, to be sure, in name it is but the h/msehoUer 
plan; though where a pot constitutes ^ hmsse^ how 
much narrower soever the ground of the right is^ the 
right itself must be admitted to be a little more exten- 
sive. But, be that as it may, if so it be that wiiat yon 
insist on is, that, in the field of poKticnl arrange^ 
ment, nothing should ever be tried, but whu in |^e 
^elf'same shape has been tried already, then so it is 
that, on this part of the question, «iy pen is titoppedi 
But, upon this principle, here or any wiiere-^at t&is 
time or at any other time — well or iil'^can or could 
government ever be carried on ? 

On your side, for the future (not io speak of the 
past), for the future, will you take it up and iteadily, 
and to the last, adhere to it ?-^ Vast as it is, and poi* 
sonous as it is vast, will you «o much as pledge your* 
selves to be content with your existing stocks pana^ 
ceasf — with your universal-personal-seconty'-destroy- 
ing Acts? — with your universal gagging Acte? — 
with your liberty'Of'the''presS'dtAroym% Statutes, and 
yjd^-rodidt^ex'post^facto laws ?~»with your uniyersat- 
poptdar-conrnunication-desttoyithg Acts ?r--with your 
Acta for stopping up the ^ars of sfMiersy and for en* 
gaging them in the diaraoter of inform*i9) to embrue 
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Ibeir baiicb in ibe UckhI of their brothers, their sis- 
'tere» ibeir fathers, und their mothers? — with ypiir 
pitUion-r€J€€ting and hape-sj^inguishmg Decisions and 
Orders and Resolutions? — n^hb your Resolves for re- 
jecting petiiknu ukheirdj because, in aid of the pen^ the 
press had been employisd : in giving the circulation to 
the matter of thein?— with ytour sham precedents^ 
brought forward for a colour to such liberticide Re- 
solves? 

Well: if you slirtnk at 4hi6, remains stilla pos- 
sibility of your forbearing to insist here u|K>n ill- 
dhndual identity— of your listening to identity in 
ffrineipk and specie. 

But, if identity of principle will satisfy you, how, 
to long As you admit the householder plan, how can 
you beat a loss for principle in support of virtually 
tiniversal suffrage ? Take ill hand the fellowship of 
housekolders : take in hand the fellowship of universal- 
suffre^e men: apply to each of the two fellowships the 
two tests of appropriate aptitude :— the testt of ^^ipro- 
)»riate aptitude, in tliose tWo of its three branches 
which apply to the case. in question — the ease of elec- 
tors. Apply to them the appropriate probity test ; say, 
have you a sulBeiency of it in your householders? Well 
then, on whM groonds can you. look for atty want of 
euch sufiieiency in ny uniyersal*suffragemen?r-of uni- 
▼ersal-^suffrage men, althoughy instead of being, as here 
proposed, virtual^ the universality were ahsdlute. Your 
householders — ^is it their interest to possess, to retain, and 
upon occasion acquire property ?-^-to acquire it (which 
ko db I0ould not, unless tbey epuld retain it, be of any 
great use td Chem). Well tbeo-^among my unirerstU" 
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sujfrage fnen/how many will you find, who would fail 
in any respect of beirig partakers in that same interest? 
— Apply to them next the appropriate inteUseiualHMpli- 
ifide test. Your hoiisehoUers-'-^he interest, which they 
possess in regard to property — the interest they have 
in possessing, acquiring, and retaining, of it:— *that 
source — that sole and indispensable source— of sub- 
sisteoce, and continuation of existence, are they in a 
sufficient degree sensible of its existence ? — then in 
what less degree think you would my tmversal-suf- 
frage men be sensible to a matter of fact, to which 
(infants in arms and persons insane excepted), no 
human being sensible to any thing ever failed of being 
sensible ? . 

In your eyes| and with reference to your habits and 
your means, the all of the sort d[ men to which the 
great majority of them belong is as nothing. Think 
you that, therefore, in their eyes it is no more ? The 
all of A, how much less is it in the eye of A, t\$zn the 
all of B in the eye of B ? When you have solved 
this problem,-^then, and not before, say that universal 
confusion and universal destructionof property would 
be the results of universal suffrage. 

For its success, true it is, that this reasoning sup«* 
poses, with reference to the formation of a judgment 
on the subject of it, the existence of a competent qua- 
lification in the shape of appropriate intellectual ap- 
titude. Unfortunately, just at this moment — such of 
ybu as are honest— *you have no such aptitude* Spec-^ 
tres have stalked in and planted terror and confusioa 
in your minds. Cobbett^ in the chars^cter of ^o^03tt 
the Destroyer : — Cobbett, with a uniyersal levelling nut- 
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eAiwinhis hand :-^Cobbett, with tbe SpaFields Orator 
at his heels : — these are yoar bugbears. From the con- 
teiDphitiOB of these hobgoblins comes the spirit of 
wisdom with which you are inspired. 

Well then, take them up — to give your theory its 
feiishy ta^e them up, and plauit them in the House of 
Commons. Chosen by the swinish multitude, behold 
fk^m seated on the Treasury Bench : — in that situation 
in which any thing may be done, there is nothing they 
would not be ready to do, so long as in any shape they 
saw any thing they could get by it. Yes : of course 
Ihey would. Yes : but, according to this theory of 
yours, they are to level all property, and, of course, 
by levelling it, destroy it. Now, by so doik^, what 
is it they could get, either of them ? Some property 
they have, each of them : that one of them that basi 
least, some number of times the amoolit of the ut« 
most that could he expected to be put into his pocket 
byihe operation of the universal levelling machine. 
' Ohf bui these men^ even these^ are not the worst. The 
W9rst^ to he sure^ they are that we as yet know of. But 
fl4iat you perhaps don't jff, and we do see is — the mob 
which is still behind them. This mob, which woidd begin 
with pushing thenfon^ do you think it would end there? 
Oh no* J{o sooner were they seated, than after them it 
would be continually pouring in others that . would be 
zfforse and worse. For, with the exception of us and 
ours, this is the way with all men. Their object — their 
constant object is — to do, in every imaginable shape, as 
much mischief as they can continually contrive to do: 
"-Such is their end : and for their means and their in<» 
struments^ how can they do otherwise than take up and 
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em^oy^ mdhepetpihuMyi^mihihok^ui/arfthiwM 
mischmous agents that are, to be found. 'Su€h heiatg Aebr 
cansiant stuefy and endeaerour — the cmisiant stme^iedttbm- 
deavour of this mod ofyours-^thismdbi thatyouiuad aU^ 
that think mthyou want to sei upon us awd destroy ns — 
ffhat mU he the consequence .^ The men^ they unU htfiml- 
mg out and pouring into the Hause^ will be-^-eaeh ^them 
worse than every other: men, the .least mixdeienmaf 
whom wilt be mischievous enough io out^Hu«fc JFAaU^ and 
to out-Cobbett CoUett, 

Tbe uDiTertal-sufira^e plan.bebg cdnndieted in tAie 
character of a cause — 'foe iht ejjfket, on tke motmrchico^ 
artstocsatical theory, bcfaqld, m the abare acfaeme of 
uoiversal mischief and ils ccMaacqcieoce/uoiversaldc*^ 
stmctioQr given — ^giveD|iiOt merely as uprobaUetSect^ 
bat as one that, in a practical sensei ought to: be re-^ 
garded as certain. And, for the etcctm^jdishment — not 
tt^ speak of the commetweflunt^^^ this sanoe sdieHCy 
what are the sort of beii^s thatahe to haiire existeoce? 
-i^Human beings ? Oh no: safar from rt).a'8et>of 
creatures, such as na mto ever saw: mset^of behigSi 
ici respect of^ the feaiares essentially vieqtiiaite Ibria 
much as the commenceiheut of any such scheme, as 
opposite 10 aii kndiKn' homan beings as can be 000^ 
ceived. Without one of the moiWes thai b iuio wa oi^ 
and against the bent of all the itaottves Chat^ is knowa 
of-^such is to be therr cotirse of action. Of no suck 
motive as social interest are th*y to faaKve any the £ma&* 
lest spark. As little are they t» have of. thdit Mst of 
motive, self-regarding interest^ on which the humas: 
apecies is in a more especial and necessairy manner de- 
pendent for its. existence. On (his cat eer bf .theira ate 
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tbey to tetODt, bent upon deatruction— vpdn dettruci 
tioB of all jm^rtyr-^md with it, or beror€ it, of all 
diat deiiye support from it, ending or beginning with 
iheouelTes. 

In ihe wosds mid and wiUness seems to be con- 
denied the tafaetance of all the Udk (to call ft reason ot 
argwrnitit wmAd be miarepresentation)^ say then .the 
iaA«*-^-by which uniTersal anffi-age has been.oppoaed* 
Wildneaa? O yea: and but too much of it. Bert in 
what place is it that it will be found ? — ^In the vnipersal- 
suffrage plan, with the practice and experience on 
which it iMrgnmndBdf or in the tAsoiy with whi^, 
i^aiiiat all practice and experience, it has been op^ 
posed? 

True it ia^^but too troe-*^8 matters atand atpresent^ 
they have not, all ofthem^ means ao sufficient as could 
he wiahed, tb inform and qualify themaelres. They 
have not^-Hio much as the majarily ofthem^any such 
aufficient meana to inform and qualify themselvea: 
they fa*? e not^--the majority of rtiem-^-^-m^^m^ so auffi- 
cient aa could be wiahed to inform themselves aright aa 
to wlistt good government is, or what the value of it: 
tbey^harvenot-*-«fhe iXKijority olthem — auficient means 
of aeceaa to^the documents on which theac(|QisitiM of 
tfaia«iec^sary knowledge depends: they ha.ve n^^iny 
auoh auficient means in any regular way to fvatf the 
uM^spupers : they have not~«any of them — nay even 
the majority of them — they have not aa yet bo muth 
aa the requisite skill in the elementary art of reading. 

ftXit* But these their deficiencies — whatsoever the^ 
may be-^^ it in these deficiencies that we av e Idr loojk 
for f^ dOmideratio&— the sole, the chiefly, prevu^^ 
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lent consideration, or so mucb as any pak^t of the co&« 
sideration, — ^by which your anxiety, and yoiir detenni* 
nation, to exclnde them from the right of suiBrage is 
produced? — Alas! alas! no« — ^These deficiencies--* 
there is not any one of them, that it'woald not be 
little less difficult to you actually to supply, than to 
will or wish to do so: there is not any one of tfaem^ 
which they could not supply without anyasaistance 
of yours; which they would not supply to them- 
selves, of themselves, if left to themselves : which they 
could not to themselves supply, — ^if, instead of aiding 
them in, your wishes and endeavours were not employ^ 
ed in the preventing them from, the receiving of sixch 
supplies: — of these same supplies, there is not one of 
diem that, in the American states, is not actually and 
abundantly received. Received ? Yes r^^-^arrd of the 
supply thus received, what is the fruit? What? is 
it anarchy ? No : but instead of it, the best government 
that is or ever has been : — that, with which yours 
forma so strong, not to say so complete a contract. 

Look on this occasion — if by any means you can 
endure to look that way — look once more to the Ame-* 
rican United States. Behold there democracy : — be^ 
hold there pure representative democracy.-r*In the 
alutpe in question, any more than in any other shape, 
what mischief do you see there : In th6 American 
United Sutes is there no property ? Has it ever been 
destroyed since the establishment of independence ? 
Has it ever been destroyed there, as it was here, in 
- 1780» by your Anti^Popery mob; and — (not to speak 
of LuddiisSf and so many other non*religious) — in 
n98i by your Chmcb-oi-EnginA Jnti^sictarian mobs 
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with orthodox and loyal Justices of the Peace (see 
HuUon's Life) to encourage them ? In any one .of 
these commonwealths has any, sq much as theslightest^ 
shock been ever given to it ? All this while) sincf) 
that auspicious day — these supposed destroyers. of all 
property and all government — the great body of the 
people, has there ever been any where that day,, in 
which they have not had full swing i Has theire even 
been that sday, on which, for the keeping of them 
quiet, any one of your panacsas has been applied ;-^ 
applied, or so much as thought of ?-r- Yet has ther^ ^t 
atiy'time been that day, in which the door of that ip^ 
mense country has not stood wide open to. the scumjof 
the earthy as you would call it? and amongst Qth^r^ 
to your own wild Irish — to those wild Irish, who by 
your misrule, and by the fear of your torture-mongirs^ 
have been driven into banishment ? r 

OA, but (says somebody), what they have inAmetia^ 
is'^^not ike universal-suffrage /r^n ; it is more like thi 
householder fdan; only still less popular: — it is ac* 
tualfy the property plan. 

True : in individuality^ as above, it is not the tim- 
versal-suffrage plan: but, in principle ^ look once more, 
and say once more — where, and in what, if in any 
thing, consists the difference? The property — the 
income there required from landed property — there, 
evefi as,here— consider, even where largest, how «maU 
It i3, compared with the least amount of what i» ne« 
cessary for, and actually expended on, the means o£ 
sustenance. 

Well but — will you then give us the housihvldef 
plan ?'«— -will you give us the American plan ? — ^with 
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•kher of those plansi we for our parts — I, for one — I, 
for my part at least, should be contented. Oh no : 
for opposition indeed-^for refusal — this or any thing 
may serve : but for agreefHent — for consent — that's 
quite a different affair :< — ^No: in the way of conces- 
sion^ nothing. 

After all, what need can there be for lodcing to any 
such distance? — ^Intellectual aptitude? Sufficiency 
of appropriate intellectual ftpthude T^-^is Aiat the 
question ? Look at home. Once more look at home. 
Turn your eyes to Westminster. By the hand of 
Virtuci in that great metropolis of Reform^ behold 
Democracy— already for these ten years past — though 
with the mass of Ciorruption, as it were a mill-stonei 
still overhanging and threatening, yet still seated on 
her throne: — ^Westminster, afield of contention, on 
which, till that auspicious moment. Monarchy and 
Aristocracy — the everlastingly leagoed, yet everlast- 
ingly bickering, adversaries of good government — ^had, 
from the commencement of the dynasty, been tearin|; one 
another and the country to pieces :-*-impoverishing one 
another; poisoning the morals of the people. Instead 
of this system of abuse, behold freedom of Election — 
perfect and unexampled freedom :'^yetf, freedom : and 
with it sobriety, temperance, tranquiUity, security. 
And this under what system of representation ? even 
under the Householder Plan — the same which Mr. 
Grey proposed — which Earl Grey is so much afraid 
of: — ^the Householder plan — the almost equivalent of 
virtually universal suffrage.^ 

* For the passages quoted^ see Hone's Reformist's Register^ Feb 
15, IS17, No. X On reading them, a suspicion may possibly arise 
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No exaggeration here: nothing but trimple troth. 
In proof, take, in the most compressed state possible^ 
the following fa-cts: — within a certain circle— were 
that a very small one — ^all of them notorious — all of 
theni every where uncoritrovertibfe* * 



■i 'J iiiB ui ^h^ktk V ditu ^w k 



of their lia?ing been penned bj Uie author of this tract.— rin rea^ct 
^^P^!V^^}^J'f^^P^r ^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^ unkuowq to him >— the fu«r 
tore here givea of them was e^juaK^ fla» iVl several dsif^ afteii it 
nras 19 jiriiiU. ^ . . , . • . . .. -i 



I,— C9MMENCEMENT. 



Or^in qfthe Sysiem qf uncorruption andjrec Election tmaUitlki ii9 

fw^tStfMIUtBf* 

L Object proposed. Indvcbmehts — ** Tfb teturn Sir Prancia 
" Burdett free from expense^ or peiional trouble, attd-irtthYMit^eten 
" makidg him a Cmdiiati : Sir Fraacid Burdett the oolf man who 
'< had the Bcfnge and the courage to fight the peopl^i battle. He had 
*' proved hhoBelf a friend to tery extended guffirage, and to Annual 
" Parliambnts." • 

II. StANA'6BRs, «*». • •' Few in number, of no political' import- 
^ moe^hatever-^wMiduMnfluenee'*— *«ten flieir name§ unknown 
«' to the Eleetonr. tlie filettors, from the h>ng disuse of the elec- 
« tive francM9e,*^in the way in whieli done it should ever be uae4 
"' had no confidence in eich othei'. iBachmanwas indeed ready 
" to do 'his dilty, yet few reckoned Upon the same disposition in 
'• thdr neighbours..." . - • ' • 

III. MJkNAGaRS--lA«^ m'Mf (2f ' <r4ii»a«i£^. Managers to the 
people-^" We hav^ undertaksn your cause ; the way is open — it is 
" before you ; do your duty. Electors may receive letters of thanks 
" from the Candidateaw^ane i^iRg for t^iemsslybs, but you will 



* 9y uffbimi tmt smlj have here baeo mea^t— not ioflaenee of $mi€tm 
jtaniMf Ml «Mf«r«f«idti4^-the infiaence exercised by acknowledged wisdiwi 
00 aaej^erienced probity^t>at the vile histnuiient commonly called and mi- 
derstood hy this name-^vic. the infloence ^ w&l on tofll— the faifiaeiiee exer- 
cised hy Ihe doabMie«ledlMaBty wliosc nune fo Tmwta 
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. The AoMricaas— they impose no tax upon Ithe 
meant of political informatioa ; you impose an air 



'' not expect to receive them from the Committee who are acting 
^ for YOU, and hyifdwr meam,** 

^4V, BB6ULT 09 to SUCCESS. ** For SicFmicu Buidett,.aie ob<B 
*^ ject of their choice, (himself not soticiting any man), single votes 
^ as many within seven as all the Candidates, four in namber, had 
" received among them ; and nearly two-thirds of the whole num« 
«' her of Electors polled voted for him.* 

V. Result as to EXPENSE.— c' From the commencement of 
" the Election to the close,'' sum total 780/. 14f. M. :~to the person 
thus chosen for reprewn/o^'vc'— himself not so much as a caniidatt^ 
not k farthing. 

VI. Result as to MORALSi^-^'' No drunkenness — ^no rioting — 
" no murders — ^no bludgeon-men— no sailors— no Irish chairmen— > 
•* no obstruction at the place of polling — ^no hired voters— no false 
'' swearing — no puffing and lying in the newspapers*-no assassin* 
'' like attempt to destroy reputation — no attempt to mislead :— -to 
" the people was the business left : nobly and effectudly did they 
'* perform it*' 

Vn. Opposition vanquished : MEANS in vain employed- by it : 
Terrorism, Bribery, Falsehood — ^the Holy, Triple AUiance^^impotent^ 
— ''.Threats, promises, persuasions^ cakmny, misrepresentation; 
" frauds of all kinds ; letters written for those who could not refuse 
'' their signatures, to induce others to ^procure votes; licences 
'' threatened ; tradesmen to have their customers taken away/' 
— N. B. From what I know of the source from whence the inGor* 
mation came, — I should, upon occasion, stand assured of fiodiDf 
these general assertions made good by proof of individual facU. 

tt-^CONTINUANCE. 

Vin. On the part of the Managers, Persevebakce : 6n the part 
of the system of uncorruption. Permanence. 

^' It is now nearly ten years ago ;, and from that time to this the 
«' Eleqtora of Westminster have kq>t their steady coune, whi}e 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CXXVlt 



most prohibitory one. Why impose so enormousaa 
one ? Is it for the sake of the money ? In some de*^ 



*' CorruptioD bas been obliged to hide its head, and to draw in its 
" claws.** 

" The Electors of Westminster have, since that time, re-elected 
*' Sir Francis Burdett once, and Lord Cochrane twice,- on the same 
" exceUeot plan. They have had to contend three times in Courts of 
** Law; they have held upwards of thxrty pubUc meetings, all at 
^' their own expense, all too at an expense scarcely exceeding 
" 4,00W." - 

' In ten years, four thousand pounds — scarcely more — even with 
the drain from the Great BaU ! But for the cramming of Giants^ 
erer rtfreshe'd, still insatiate — to how much more moderate a sunk 
would not (hat so astonishingly moderate sum have been reduc^ ? 

IX. PBiNciPALrriBs and Powbrs contended with and vanquished^— 
" in Westminster are the Courts of Law — the Houses of Parliaiment 
" -ithe Palaces— the Admiralty— the Pay Office— the War and 
*' Oi'dnahce Offices — the Treasury— the In&a Board— the great 
'* Army Agents— the Barrack Office— the Navy Offide— the Vic-* 
«• tualling Office— the Tax Office— the Theatres-^thc Opera H6use* 
*' and many other offices and public establishments. All of them« 
" from their very nature, opposed to free election; yet in this pkce 
^' — abounding beyond all others in tGe means and the love of cor- 
•^ Tuption— in this place power was impotent against the people.* 

X. Sophistry ikta co^flited by fact. ^ Westminster has replied,* 
** by its acts, to the calumny of the enemies of reform, that the' 
'' House of Commons was corrupt, because the Psorts were cor- 
" rupt." 

The people Corrupt forsooth ? This was the plea of the Alarmist,' 
muddle-headed, joke-spinner, metaphor-hunter, and laborious 
would-be deceiver, now no more : in whose head no one idea was 
ever clear, nor any two Ideas consistent The people corrvpt for- 
sooth? Corruption, why thus charge it upon the people ? Even 
because, among the men he was addressing, he saw — and upon each 
occasion felt — an eagerness Co catch at every pretence for shrouding, 
afider a covering of contempt cast on the ^ibjeci tnar^, the system 
^f depred«ti<m and oppression, continually carried on* at their ex* 
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gree of course, yes : for where mooey is to be had, in 

what place and at what price is it not raked for? It is 

• 

pense, by tlius rulipg few. E^sea b^use^ supposing the pretended 
corruption to be regarded as having its source in that quarter, it 
could not but be regarded as being below the reaph^ ipf.reiB^yr-^T^nd 
rtform, in eyery sh^pe and every situationi hopneless^ — ^The um<>f this 
man was to extinguish hope. 

XI. Contrast between this getmnc rrfoi:m 4md Ooperfimau thorn'- 
iXform«*-'f Talk of rrfornuuioi^ aod ectmai^ indeed!, Heipe are 
*' examples of both, worthy the contemplation of every jnan^. 
" Here is no petty retrenchment from unlimited extravagance; 
'« here is a radical reform in management and in morab, at once 
«' demonstrating thai the people, and the people alone, are witting 
" and able to do their own busiqciss in the best and th^ least 
'* expensive manner." 

XIL £xAMPi«B set, Lbsson given, JPeacticabiutt jprooed: 4Sr 
SV9ANCE qf like success eveiy where.^^" Westminster, at this mor 
" ment, exhibits a fair sample of what the whole people would be; 
<' if the plan of reform pn^osed by Sir Francis Burdett were adofH- 
*' ed. Corruption and profligacy wou]4 speedily disappear from 
'^ amoflig them ; and the profligate and th^ corrupt would no longer 
^' dare to ofier themselves as Candidates to misrepresent and abuse 
" them. Then must a man have a character for wisdom and inte* 
'' 'grtty, who Mpired to the hij^ honour of representing a virtnouw 
'' a free^ an intelligent^mnd brave people; apd then would the wise 
'' and the virtuous, whose more eprr^t notions of faonoor ke^p thent 
''out of sights come forward, proud to receive real honours fipom 
" their countrymen. And what is there, after all, in the conduct 
" of Westminster, which would noC instantly be put in practice by 
«« the whole people, if they possessed even the right of voting en- 
" joyed by the people of Westminster V 

N. B. Freedom of suffrage bore— freedonit to an extent sufficient. 
forihe purpose — and yet, (it may be observed), without the protec- 
tion o{ secrecy. True :^but though, in every other particular, a fit 
example for the whole kingdom, in this one it could not be^ — ^Why f 
because in the circumstances in which the population is p1aoed»< 
freedom^ even without the aid of secrecy^ finds i^ protection* «icb 



1^ 
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mked for in the Courts that should be Courts of Jus- 
tice, to the destruction of justice* It is raked for in the. 
stoines of medicine, to the destruction of health and life. 
Y«s, surely, in some degree forthe money, but in a still 
greater degree for the sake of ihe darkness: the same 
transparent cunning which, in the teeth of all argu- 
ment, and without the shadow of a pretence, has so re- 
cently, yet repeatedly engaged you todeprivd them of 
the use of the press for giving expression to their de- 
sires, engages you, in relation to all these affairs, which 
while they are yours, are at the same time so mucti 
their own, to keep them in the stale of the profoundest 
ignohince possible, that in the existence of that igno- 
radceyou may have a plea for the perpetuation of it. 
Oh, but tkt mformation they gety itis^ allofit^ from 



as> UDkss it be in 'the adjoining metropolis^ it wo!ul4 in Ys^in look. 
for any where else. Though by the particularly independent con- 
dition of the miyofity of the inhabitants^ Terrorism was vanquished,, 
it was not till it had struggled and done its utmost. ' Terrorism, 
notwithstanding, the majority being so great/ how much greater 
might 'it not hare been, had Terrorism been disarmed by seciscy I 

Of Democracy it is among the peculiar excellencies, that to good 
gt^vemment in this form nothing of mftue, in so far ZA.9c\f -^denial is 
an ingredient in virtue, is necessary. Such is the case, where th^ 
precious plant stands alone : no Upas tree, no clump of Manchinecl 
trees to overhang it. But, in the spot in question, sttil live and^<ki- 
ri^h in eonjnnctioh both theso emblems of misrule. Here tben wai^ 
^iid still is, and wiU continue to be, &real demand for virtue: .imd 
l^^re has the demand proved, as Adam Smith would say, an ejgpectual 
one. X ' ^ 

Shade of Hampden! look down, and in a host of Tradesmen and' 
Sbopke^n, behold thy yet living and altogether worthy ^c^ 
• oeasocal :;■,••'•- 
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Cobbett : — misinforfnatiani all of it ; — mischuvous inform 
motion :— a greai deal worse than none. 

Well: be it so: what of that? The informatioB 
you could give— -yes, and would give too, if you gave 
any-^Aa/ is good infonnation, is it not ? Well then, 
what is it that hinders you from giving it ? Have you 
not money enough ?-— enough at any rate for such a 
purpose? Know you not of writers enough, who — 
all of them, as touching righteousness and piety, in- 
ferior to nobody but yourselves, would — ^though none 
of them, any more than yourselves, for the sake of 
^ money, have any objection to the taking of k? 
Have you not your champions, with and without 
names, and with names worse than none P'-Hiames witli 
which paper such as this ought not to be defiled? 
The same hands which circulate your substitutes to 
the Bible, would they not serve, yea and suffice, to 
circulate whatsoever writings it might seem good' to 
you to circulate, for the purpose of serving as antu 
*doteSj and by divine blessing as substitutes^ to all such 
others, by the influence of which good government 
might, in the fulnesft of time, be substituted to mis-^ 
rule. 

OA, hut to contend with Jacobins and Atheists I — with 
Jacobins who would substitute the Habeas Corpus Actio 
the abolition of it — Atheists^ who would substitute the 
Bible to Greieds and Catechisms ! to think of contending 
with such wretches on any thing like equal terms! — to 
think of arguing with miscreants^ for whom annihilation 
would be too mild a destiny ! 

Aye^thcre's the rub! — ^Ever under a Monarchy 
-^whether pure and absolutei or mixt and corr^ipt— 
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Vftv under a Monarchy— -every where but in that seat 
of licentiouftness, a RepresenlatiTe Democracy, does 
0X€€ss in force employ itself in the filling up of all 
dificUncieSj in the articles of reason and argument : and, 
the more palpable the deficiency, the more excessive, 
the more erioding, the more prostrative, the more ir- 
resistible the force. 

So much for us of the swinish multitude : so much 
for us and oar ignorance. But you — Honourables and 
Right Honourables — how is it with you ? 

You tolerate publication of debates. But is it for the 
sake of general information and the diffusion of it? 
Oh nO| it is (or individual vanity, and the gratificatioa 
of it He who is at the head of you-^he ablest head 
you ever had<— after he had fired offhis speech against 
corruption — his furious speech, with the double^ 
headed shot in it from top to bottom — ^his speech, in 
which all that is least mischievous in corrupt infiuence 
is fired upon with red hot shot, while all that is most 
QEuschievous in it is spared, did he not send it him* 
self to Gobbett, to the Gobbett whom you would all 
crush? 

What they are in want of is not so much the time 
as the liberty to inform themselves. What you are in 
want of-^you who have time as much as you chooseto 
have—- you who, so many of you, have time, so much 
more of it than you know- what to do with — ^what you 
want, what you want, is inclination-^iht inclination 
to inform yourselves* 

Thus deficiency — ^the evil of it, be it what it may, 
ifl A. removable ane: from you it came, by syou it is 
kept up : at your pleasure it lies to remove k^ Leave 
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them but the liberty : by their knowledge will your 
ignorance be put to shame. 

' Your deficiency — the evil of your deficiency — v^ 
that evil a removable ope? — ^Yes: establish reform, 
and that a radical one, you will then— and I will pre- 
sently shew you how — ^have removed it* But upon 
any other terms it is absolutely without remedy. It 
is fixt to your freehold: it sticks to property: to your 
only element of aptitude: the only element you 
either possess or acknowledge. From property-^ 
from that plethory of the good things of this world 
in all their shapes, under which the man who is 
gorged with property is condemned to suffer — from 
th^t surfeit comes love of ease: love of ease— 4hat'ap« 
petite which, existing in excess — in that degree of ex- 
cess, in which in your situation it does so generally 
and so necessarily exist — is indolence* Biit be the field 
of action what it may, indolence and information are 
exclusive of each, other. Labour of the body— labour 
of the mind — in his spare time will the man, who being 
used to labour, loves labour — in his spare time — be it 
ever so small — will he do more, than will the man, 
who, being unused to labour, hates labour, do in his 
whole time. 

Opulence^ indolence^ intellectual weakness, cowardice^ 
tyranny — oh yes, these five are naturally in one. From 
opulence proceeds indolence — ^from indoIence,intellec- 
tual weakness — from intellectual weakness, cowardice 
— from cowardice, tyranny. A phantom of danger pre- 
sents itself: could he but fix his attention upon it, and 
look steadily at it, the phantom would vanish ; but, 
being unexercised, his mind is weak : he has no such' 
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command over It, The phantom haunts him : it con* 
tinues terrify ing him : it plants an ague in his mind t 
iii his deliriuni he catches at every straw that present^ 
to his eyes the image of a chance for stopping his fall 
into' the gulf which he sees yawning for him : his 
bowelsi if amidst his entrails he ever had any, wither:, 
to his sick mind no feelings, but his own, present any 
tokens of existence : no barbarity, no wickedness — > 
so it but afford the glimmering of an addition to the 
stock of accumulated securities with which he haa 
overlaid himself, comes amiss to him. Frantic at 
the thoughts of the danger to himself, with or with- 
out thinking of any exterior objects, he gives his Jint 
to the cluster of tyrannies by which the security of the 
whole people — his own along with it — is destroyed. 
Trembling with terror, and terror-sprung rage, he 
lends his hand to the opening of the Pandora's box, 
isind pours forth the contents of it upon the heads of 
Che whole pieople. And thus it is, and by this course 
^-tind even without the aid of sinister interest in any 
other shape — thus it is that, by the very fear — the 
groundless fear — ^of its destruction, security may be 
destroyed. May be ? Yes : and, by that, and sinister 
interest in all its shapes together, if it be not already, 
is, while this pen is moving, on the very point of 
being destroyed. 

* Yes: — you pillage them: you oppress them : you 
leave them nothing that you can help leaving them : 
you grant them nothing, not even the semblance of 
sympathy : you scorn them : you insult them : for the 
transgression of scores, or dozens, or units, you punish 
them by millions ; you trample on them, you defame 
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them, you libel them : having, by all you cant do or 
say, wound up to its highest pitch of tension the 
springs of provocation and irritation, you make but 
of that imputed,— and, where in any degree real, al- 
ways exaggerated — irritation, a ground, and the only- 
ground you can make, for the assumption, that, sup* 
posing then} treated with kindness — all their griev- 
ances redressed — relief substituted to oppression, they 
would Qnd in the very relief so experienced, an in- 
pitemenf-^an incitement to insurrection, to outrage, 
^o antrchy, to. the destruction of the supposed new 
and never yet experienced blessing, together with 
every other which they ever possessed or fancied. 

Levelling^ destruction of all property? Whence- 
is it they are to learn it? What is there they can get 
by it ? Who is there that ever taught it them i whose 
interest is it, whose ever can it be, to teach it them ? 
How many of them are there, who would, each oC 
them, be so eager to lose his all ? The all of a peasant 
-—to the proprietor how much less is it, than the all 
of a prince — the all, of him whose means of livelihood 
are in his labour, than the all of him whose means of 
livelihood are^in his land? Who again is it, that, in 
your notion at least, they are at this moment so abun- 
dantly looking to for instruction ? Is it not Gobbett ? 
With all his eccentricities, his variations, and his in- 
consistencies, did he ever attempt to teach them any 

such lesson as that of equal division of property ^ia 

other words, annihilation of it? In the whole mast 
of the now existing and suffering multitude, think ye 
that one in a score, or in a hundred, not to say a thou- 
sand, could be found, so stupid, so foolish, as either 
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of himself or from others, to fancy that, if without other 
meaus of living, he had his equal share in the whole 
of the land to-day, he would not, twenty to ^ne, be 
starved upon it before the month were out ? Oh ! if the 
men, in whom — truly or erroneously — they behold 
their friends, were not better instructors as well as 
better friends to them than you are, or than it is in 
your nature to be, long ere this would the imputation 
you are thus so eager to cast on them, have been as 
substantially grounded as it now is frivolous. 

No, no: — it is not anarcAy ye are afraid of: what 
ye are afraid of is good government. More and more 
uncontrovertibly shall this fear be proved upon you ;-*- 
proved upon you, from the sequel of these pages, even 
to the very end. 



^ 9. Freedom of suffrage further explained — Se^ 
4uctive influencer^Us forms, instruments^ drq. 

Sub-topics 'proposed to be brought to vjew undep 
this h^. Opposite of freedom of suffrs^e, spurious^ 
fUss : — efidentjc^t^f by which — motives^ by which — iii* 
ftuentialpersons, by whom — modes^ in which — situatumsy 
in and by which — instruments by or with which — it ia 
produced \-r\n respect of nuschievousness^ difierenc^ 
w between inurnment and instrument; — Seat-trqffick 
me between proprietor and purchaser, how far mis- 
chievous ; peruU laws for prevention of spuriousnessi 
how far useful. 

For the more eifectual explanation of these several 
paurticulars,— distinctions, and points of agreeikient, not 
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iiU of them (it is believed] as yet suflSiciently noticed, — 
and for giving expression to these distinctions, here 
iind there a word or phrase not as yet in general use, — 
must unavoidably be brought to view. 
\ I. Efficient cause. As in the case of election at large; 
so in the case of parliamentary election in particular, — 
<he efficient cause, by the operation of which free- 
dim of suffrage is or may be excluded — sfmriousness 
tovthat same extent Ju&j/iVxi/^ef, — may, with reference to 
th^ person operated upon, be termed, seductive in- 
Jhience: — it being understood that the sort of influence 
here in question is — ^according to a distinction already 
noted, the influence — not of understanding on under- 
standing, but of will on will. 

II. Motives. — As to the sort of motive, through 
which seductive influence operates, it may be either of 
the nature of hope^ or of the nature of /ifar: — in the 
first case it may be termed pteasumbty-opercUing; ori 
in -oic : word, pledsiiraUe or alluring : — in the other, 
painfully-operaiing^ painful^ terrific; or, in so far as 
it operates with eficct, coercive. 
' In general, when seduction is the word employed, the 
pleasurable is the sort most apt to be brought to view 
by it: but, of the two, as every body feels, tht painful 
— the terrific^— iSf in its general nature, the sort by 
much the more powerful in its operation ; and, in the 
particular case here in question, it is by that that by 
far the greatest part of the mischief (it will be seen) is 
produced.* 

' * Gratitude may perhaps here present itiielf, as a motive, — which, 
though Dot of the nature of either terror or bribery, may not un- 
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III. Modis.'^hy seductive influence, — ^in which- 
soever of the above two shapes it operates,— freedom 



frequently be capable of being productiTe of the same effect : and, 
io 80 far a» ibis case is considered as exemplified, ieniimaiuU may 
be the adjunct employed for the purpose of giving expression to it : 
say, saUimenial teductum, or tentimaUal seductive u^luence. 

But, id the instances in which, at bottom, no motive but of the 
9tif'-regarding kind, and that looking to tfaeytclKre, viz. either hope or 
fear, or a mixture of both has place,-<-gra/tliMle, the social motive, is 
a cloaks which, in so far as any tolerably plausible pretence can be 
found — (and whensoever a favour has been received, or supposed to 
be received, it always may be found)— is sure to be employed as a 
covering for the self-regarding motive : and, even when favours to 
any amount have been received, a self'regarding fear— fear of the 
reproach qf ingratiif^de — is frequently the cause, by which, if not the 
whole, a part more or less considerable of the effect is produced. 

On the occasion oi election bribery, such as in this last case is the 
mode, in which the seductive influence is commonly applied and 
operates : in this way, if at all, must it operate, when the bribe is 
given brfore hand: and in this case, to the reproach of ingratitude^ 
will, in common apprehension, be added the stronger reproach of 
improbity, viz. in the shape of petfidy. See l^ring^qf-action table, as 
above. 

From, die sHuaiion of Elector, turn now to that of Bepresentative. 

In the motive of hope, with or without >car, and with a covering 
of gratitude more or less sincere, may be seen the seductive influence, 
by which in this case, under the dominion of C- -r-General, 

the conduct of members of parliament, both houses included, is, to 
^ vast an extent, determined. To this case may be referred, in a 
more especial manner, the gratitude which has place under the sorjt 
of robe, the sleeves of which are of iaum. " When I forsake my SSng 
** may my God forsake me /" was the once famed speech of a high-seated 
and notorious profligate, to whom for once it seemed good to play 
the hypocrite. But in this case lavm was not the material of the 
sleeves. 

Hope, fear, gratitude,— in iuch.titiiations, generally speaking. 
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of election may be excluded — spuriousness of suffrage 
in that same proportion produced and introduced: — 



who but the Searcher of Heartt cao distioguiih the proportion* in 
which those afiectiont contribute to the productioo of the efEsct? 
•till greater is the difficulty, as between gratitude and fear of the re- 
proach of ingratitude. When in such a situation the profession of 
gratitude has any thing of sincerity at the bottom of it» the stronger 
the sincerity the more mischievous the gratitude is apt to be*— 
Why? even because the stronger it i«« the more strenuoos the 
exertions with which it will operate towards the mpport of the se« 
parate and sinister intereat. 

As between indtvidMol and Mmduai, — ^if in so far as it exercises 
itself to the bei^/U of one individual who is the olgectof it, gratitude 
is a virtue, — ^yet, in so far as, when exercisibg itself to the benefit of the 
one, it exercises itself to the infury of any other, in so for instead of 
being a virtue, can it be any thing better than a vice ? much more, 
if, as between an individual and the whole community, exercised to 
the still greater injury of the universal interest Gratitude, by 
which, at the expense of the universal interest; the private interest 

of the C r-General is served^is this a virtue ? Yes : if steal* 

ing money out of the Exchequer or the Hanl^ to slip it into the 
Privy Purse would be a virtue ; — not otherwise. 

Behold a man eight«and-thirty years in Parliament, three-and* 
thirty of those years in office : in all those three-and-thirty years, 
not to speak of the other five, though the measures of the 
monarch were ever so mischievous, never in any instance failing to 
give his vote {not to speak of his speeches) in support of them : 
and, in a life of him, written in lawn sleeves, by a brother of die 
Right Honourable person in question, this habit, as will be seen, 
placed to the account of vinuef In respect of extent, aa wail aa 
malignity, see the character €f this mischief admirably displayed 
in an Edinburgh Review of the last year, or last but one. Bui is 
this place the matter is too apposite, as well as too impressive^ to he 
sufficiently put to use by a mere reference. Lord Fucouni Barrit^ 
iar^t Life, by ki$ hrother, the Bitkop of Durham, p. 169 to l^SL 
Time, that of the American war. In October, I775« Letter to ttie 
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introduced, vii. in either of two modes; the one direct^ 
the other imUrect : — dirsctj in bo far as the situation, of 



Kmg, desiring leave to resign : no notice taken. June 7tb, 1776, 
ibr tbe fint time, oonwnation on the subject with the King in bi» 
doset. Year at Lord Barrington's age, the sixtieth : — of his offi«- 
cial service, the thirty-first. Hear Lord Barrington : this from his 
oi^ manuscript :— " Many difficulties,'' (I answered) (p. 174) " in 
" respect to the House of Common^ were of the most serious kind, 
" as thty t^tcted niy conacience and my character. I have, said h 
^ my own opinions in respect to the disputes with America : I give 
'' them, such as they are, to Ministers in conversation as in writing. 
" I am summoned to meetings, where / sometimes lAmA it n^ duty 
" to dtelare them cpenfy, brfore perhaps tumUy or thirty pawm ; and 
'^ the next day / am forced either to vote eonUrary to them, or to vote 
'' wkh o» Oppoekian which I abhor :'' vijs. not that particular Oppo-^ 
sition alone, but every Opposition whatsoever, in whatsoever case^ 
and on whatsoever ground acting. 

Judge whether this be not true : view him in the year of his age 
the twenty-ninth ; of his parliamentary service, the fifth or sixth, 
(p. 19, anno 1745.) Then it is that, to his perfect astonishmenl^ 
he discovers, that, in that one instance, opposition in Parliament 
had given a certain degree of encouragement to rebellion : as if 
it were possible, that, where rebellion is in contemplation, opposi- 
tioD could in that place by any possibility be made, without contri- 
buting more or less to that e&ct Thus made, the discovery, pron 
found as we see it, suffices of itself to produce, on his part, a 
determination never to be in opposition in any case whatsoever a 
and, to this determi^iation, for such a number of years together— 
the whole time against hb most decided judgment — to the support 
of one of the most tyrannical and disastrous measures — (disastrous^ 
^-to the would-be»enslaring country, yes : but to the country in^ 
tended to be enslaved, how felicitous !)— ever contemplated, he 
most heroically adheres. Speaking of the rebellion in 1745, '' ho 
^' had seen,'' (says his Right Reverend biographer and panegyrist), 
«* he had seen, with some degree of remorse, bow much the conduct 
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the persons to whom the force applies itself ih the 
first instance, is that of the electors themselves ; in- 

*' of Opposition had encouraged that enterprise* He perceiFcd'* 
(continues he) ** that appeals to the people against the Pkrliament 
^ and the Government contribute towards anarchy ; and that Mi* 
*' nisters are more frequently deterred from right than fipom wrong- 
** measures^ by the apprehension of oppiisition. Possibly^ (coiiti* 
nues he) «' some may think, that his having an employment in 
*' administration might have contributed to his adopting these sen^.* 
** timents: being once, however, offered to his mind, the force and 
** truth of them became irresistible/' Yes— •«' the inah of thm,** 
says the good Lord Bishop. 

Behold then the scrupulous Viscount, with his tender conscience. 
Thus; according to his own shewing, was this man, and 'for *so 
many years together, in the unvaried habit of voting against his 
own conscience, contributing in one of the most influential situa- 
tions to the commission of legally dismnrdered murders (to speak 
according to his opinion) committed in the wholesale way : atid 
why ?— only because, had his votes been given accof^ng to his con- 
science, and against these murders, he would have seen other votes 
operating in aid of his, and contributing to the efficiency of bis,' by 
being given in favour of the only system his conscience ebuld ap* 
prove of. After this comes the determination expressed t6 the King, 
over and over, and over again, the determination thus to continue 
voting, and at the head of the War Department as wefl as in Par- 
liament, acting to this efiect against his conscience : and this to the 
end of his days, unless and until it should please his Majesty to 
consent to his ceasing so to do. P. 179, June 1st, 1777. " Your 
'' Majesty knows the very bottom of my mind*: if, qfier that, you 
" order tne to remain as I am, I will obey you, I find I cannot force 
*♦ myself from you ; and, whenetter I go, your Majesty must vohmta-' 
" nly tell me thai I may leaioe you.*' After, as well as before this, 
ficom p. 167 to 169, see passages* reporting conversations or letters 
out of number, all to this efiect. " The King thanked me toarmfy,'' 
(viz. for continuing to operate towards the perpetration of the dKa- 
murderised murders, against the declared dictates of his consciencej. 
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direct, iii so far as the situ^tioD thus applied to is 
that of persons at large, considered in the capacity 
of Candidates : — Candidates actual or proposable. 

" and said^' (continues his Lordship) *' it was impossible to act a 
" more handsome part than I bad done throughout/' Thus it went 
on, the King still refusing dismission — ^permission to act according 
to conscience ; the War Secretary still obsequious ; till almost three 
years after the date of the letter, by which, for the cause in ques^ 
tion, the desire to resign was made known : the 16th December, 
1778, on which day, with this lesson before his eyes, Mr, Jenkinson, 
father to the present Earl qf Liverpool, to whom his paternal care could 
not but have transmitted it, kissed hands as successor to the present 
Earl, who, on the 15th June, 1809, (Cobbett's Debates, p. 1033*), 
" from long, deliberate, and mature consideration,'' said, " I am con< 
" vinced, that the disfranchisement of the smallest borough • • • • 

" would eventually destroy the constitution/' N. B* On this 

same 1st June, 1776 (p. 179), King to Lord Barringtgn: — " I will 
" give you a mark of my favour at parting : but I wish much to 
" ]^p you at present," &c. : and, during all this conflict betwixt 
gratitude and loyalty on the one side, and conscience on the other, 
the quantum of this mark of favour remained to be determined ^ 
it was settled at 3,000/. a year pension, (King's Letter to Lord Bar- 
rington, in terminis, p. 191), " until" (says the letter) " he shall be 
" appointed to some other employment." 

Thus much for King and Ministers. Now for Bishop: — 
*' Perhaps," (says he, p. 169) '' the reader may be disposed to in- 
" terrupt my narrative, by observing, that, if Lord Barrington 
" objected to the general system, which administration had adopted, 
" and which they continued to act upon, notwithstanding his re^^ 
'' monstrances, it was bis duty to have resigned his appointment, 
•* and not to have taken any further part in measures which he dii- 
" approved. The ansfwer is in itseff complete. Ab soon as Lord Bar- 
" rington found these measures would be persevered in, he ten* 
'' dcred his resignation : but he did it in thai candid and consistent 
" fnstaner whi§h became Lord Barrington. He did not make. bit dif« 
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PropriMor, prdprieTmy seat^ proprietoifship; salt 
proprietor, sO'proprisi0r; land'hoUmg proprietory 



" fereDce of sentiment the subject of appeal to the public* faTonr, 
'' or the means of thwarting national efforts^ and embarrassing the 
*' King and his Ministers : but he submitted it in a priyave letter to 
^ his Majesty^ as early as with propriety he could^ in the beginning 
" of October^ 1775 ; and he renewed his instances, until bis retire- 
«' ment from public life could be permitted, without inconyenience 
'' to his Migesty or to the interest of the public." 

Behold in this one frame three portraits— the ISSn^s, the Aftni- 
»ta^% and the BuAop's— drawn by the pious hand of the original of 
one of them. In these three behold, moreoFer, a family picture of 
inatchless Constitution : — Monarchy and Aristocracy aboFe : shan 
l)emocracy beneath— a slaFC crouching under both. But the sample 
afforded by this triad is a favourable sample : the King, a better- 
most kind of King ; the Peer and War-Minister, a bettermost kind 
of Peer and Minister ; the Bishop, a bettermost kind of Bishop : all 
agreeing in this, viz. that when a King is pleased to express a wish, 
be it even ever so faint a one, no part but obedience can be kft 
to conscience. — Note well, this from among the hettermast sort: 
what would be to be expected from the ordinary sort? — Jnmocr^ 
Exactly what we are now experiencing.— These portraits from a 
partial pencil, — what if from an impartial one ? 

Walk in and see Church and King! — Walk in and see Cburi^h 
and State ! — ^After this, what need can there be of libels? — ^Thig^ if 
it were not the work of a Bishop, would it not in itself be the quin- 
tessence of all libels ?— a libel on every thing that is most excelknt T 
^-a libel accompanied with the most flagitious of all aggravations-^ 
the matters of fact unquestionably true ? 

Behold legitimacy in puris naturalilms. Behdd not only passive 

• Learn hence, that, in the opinkm.'of both brothersi puMie fpiaiaa the whole 
fiirce of seductive inflaence notwIthstandiDg— was really a^dtist the AmcriraB 
war. N.B. PaMic/svtMr would not have given Um the f^OOOi. a year, or any 
part of it 
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qffiu-hidring jproprietdr.*— 7>rrom/, terrorism ; vote- 
€ompeUingj^ terrorist; Competitionrepellihg^ competi- 
iion-quelling or subduing^ compeixxiov^excluding ter* 
rorist ; land^bestriding^ purse*.brandishmg terrorist : — 
Brih-offiring^ bribe-giving^ seducer or seduciiaiiist, cor^ 
nuptor or corruptionist ; — bribe, in tbe pecuniary or 
mon^ shape ; bribe, in the quasi-pecuniary shape ; or« 
dinary bribe, drifo-roya/ 4 — reference being had to the 



obedience and noQ-refii8tance« but active obedience — active ob« 
dience to tbe monarcb, wbatsoever be bis measures— profeMed and 
preacbed without reserve. If, — ^by any form given to language^ 
thus speaking in generals, — it be possible, that any more profligate 
servility should be inculcated, any more profligate despotism in- 
vited, one should be curious to see it. And, while tbe pen is writ- 
ing thia, comes from Durham tbe intelligence, by which a practical 
comment on this theory is brought to view. 

Turn back now to Section 8,— one more glance at Westminster 
Bectien management. Behold there Democracy — representative 
Democracy— in its lowest stage, not, as in America, erect and in- 
dependent; but as in Britain, ever threatened and ready to be 
cruabed. Say now whether properly is probity: say whether King* 
$hq> is probity: say whether Peersh^ is probity: say whether 
Bishapship is probity : s&y whether, — if every one of tbese is pro- 
bity, — ThsdesmanMp probity, as exemplified for these ten yeara 
past in Westminster, is not worth all such other probities pot 
together. 

* Ofiice-bearer — ^the term in common use in Scotland hr th^ 
possessor of an office. 

f In Popc^s Homer, tbe God Jupiter is chud'CompcUing 
Jave» 

X Pcm^-tcyah ts wdl as other rc^foU, is already inthe language, 
Bribc'Toyal, a term that may be employed to signify all and singular 

the good things, applicable at tbe pleasure of C r General, ia 

revMtrd for pariiasmiuarjf setvicc, certain or contingent, past or fu- 
ttae: good tbingsi some iroiitfcraife, as offices and contrscls; 
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operating motiv€^ viz. fear or hope^ and to the situa- 
tion operated upon, — of the objects meanttobe respec* 
tively presented to view by these terms-^of these ob- 
jects, together with their mental relations--*-a general 
conception will, it is believed, present itself at the 
first mention ; and, by the occasions on which they 
will come to be employed, whatsoever may be want- 
ing to clearness or correctness will presently, it is 
hoped, be supplied. 

IV. Insirumenls. — Free suffrage^ proprielorshipy 
terrorism^ bribery, — behold in these the instruments 
by one or other of which every vote given by an Elec- 
tor is produced: by which, taken all tc^ether, the 
658 seats in the House, taken altogether, are filled. 

As to the vofes^ — the number of those which, on 
the occasion of each election, are rezlly free, is the 
residuum of the, number of those which, by any one 
or other of the above three instruments or modifica- 
tions of the efficient cause of spuriousness, have been 
rendered spurious. Small indeed will probably ap- 
pear to be the proportion, of those in the filling of 
which free suffrage performs commonly the greater 
part ; scarce one perhaps in ^rhich it constantly per« 
forms the whole. 

As to free suffrage, of this instrument the nature is 
sufficiently explained, by its being said to be the re* 
suit of the absence or non-operation of the several 
other instruments. 

In regard to votes and the seats filled by them, the 



umran^fierakle, as lniifbfthood> ribboos, baronetcies, peerages-: thie 
iwlutdeKiiiMU. 
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Itavprtetbr itf already: in possession df that Wtiicli, 
mntecedently to siKcete, the terrorist and the corrup- 
tionist does hvk aim at; Proprietorship bias for its 
effect « the efiect of terrorism or corruption consum- 
mated and perpetuated : freedom of suffrage excluded 
hi perpetuity. 

' In relation to any seat or pair. of seats^ suppose 
amongst co-proprietors a disagreement as to the 
choice. In this case i cbmpetiiion inay hare place :^ 
and room iS'made>for employment to be given to the 
two remaining instruments, either or both of them, 
Viz. terrorism and hriBiry. 

So much as to the instruments themselves : no^ zi 
id the JieUf and Ib'e different parts of the £eld, iti 
vrhich they respectively operate. 

As to proprietorship, the field of its operation is 
composed of and confined to the proprietary sedts: 
that being said, all is said. 

. As t6 terrorism^ the County seats present themselves 
as constituting that part of the field, in which its ope- 
ration is at the same time most conspicuous and most' 
extensive: subjects of the oppression exercised by it, 
in the i/ir^^i^ mode, Electors alone ; in the indirect mode 
as above, Candidates j actual and proposable : — Candi* 
dates,— and through them Electors again, vi2. by th6' 
exclusion put upon the countless multitude of those^ 
persons j the worthiest' df. whom might otherwise have 
been taken for the objects of their choice. The shapes 
in which in this case it operates in preference, is that 
ef the ldnd'4festriding terrorism. Iii this shape and* 
t&ii alone, it dperaies) where there is no competition r* 
Electors being driven to the Polling Booth by the vots^'^ 

k 
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compelling ioAuQiice of die opjicwiive it 
Ei^sil Candidates driven /r<F«i it by its c6mpefettk» 
e:i^ludiBg influence* Comes a competi^on, — then it is 
tb9t» in aid of Umdrbestriding terrorism, bribery and 
pwse-brandisking terrorism are called in: the self* 
same money, while operating on Electors ki the shape 
of ^ri^fry^cf^erates upon rtral Candidates in the shape 
of terrorism. 

Thus stAAds the matter, in the case whese the vole^ 
compelling power of the instrument is, or is deemed 
to be, strong enough to operate upon the situaiioa of 
Candidate with such a degree of efficiency, as gbeait 
(he chai!acter, not merely of a competitien-sepelling, 
hut of a compeUtion-excluding instrumefiL. By tke 
opposite case, a demand is presented £cir a supple* 
mental one in the bribery shape : in this case, while it 
i^ in th^oflbrtN^ shape that the influence operates od 
the situation of Elector, it is in the terrific ^ape thiit 
it operates on the situatioii of Candidate. In trutk^ it 
is only by the prospect of the quantity of force likely 
to be exerted by the instrument in its aSluving abaptt 
upon the situation of Elector in the erent of a com* 
petitipn, that it can operate upon the situation of 
Candidate with any such force as that which it tiida'^ 
cated by the appellation of competition-exduding tti> 
roedm* 

bi the caee of these County Seats^ if we look Sec 
(he persons, on whom, \m the character otEledorr^ it 
ifj in At, shape i^.terrorism that the seductive influeaoci 
i^perate^i we shall find them-^iq: the first pbce^ T^ 
noMi: iatheneHtpiace, TraJsmeniSk^p^efers^Art^ 
Mr«tandIekheripBraQf» ofaM aorti^ io wkoaeiinsUMei bfL 
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Bdpe «r ctiiitmfdt ^o6i<i\f ItSktMii tir by /ujfpe Fro^ 
any other source, or by a ffitttive Of i rndtd itteBiH\h\6 
n*6rt frbm' ihi Aibfe ioui^s, fiz.fdaroT Ibgs^(ftar, 
ha'iilig tat it« t^ett Ibif^ df^Ay stfch {>t-6S( at banefif, 
as fh thos« Or ihy oih^t' ^biipef^ h^d alr^kdy been iti 
mi to ha dttheA frdW thd rtdh tn^n's expendittirt-^ 
no^ f6 aptak of nAy itHir&iX which h6 may havd, 6t 
hi strpposttf to bdVtf, n^KH^ tBe sti{Sdnar givers of gooil 
g}{\8,^ £6nsidW th^thSfeMs Hi Mate 6y Itiss dep^tiddbt 
oil his gdod mil, kbS t'h'6^ godd offices wilicfa in^y bd' 
ambiig tht expict^d" fi'trit^ of it. 

Itt^'dtst, ttiii fdstrtdtlent of fdi-cd By wtiich th^ 
vatiit » dom^II'^ atttf the vdte ext^t^dy is, dti the 
part of the dependant Elfectdf, iHfe ftar of givirig 
ofi^<r6'to, itti (hetdby Ibifitig th«» gad A offices, dhd 
^hkps SAfferio^^ dtid^ i))^ t// offices, of tlid teifror-iii. 
^^ns ChtAtdM^e. f n stir ftff ks,— cofatfidersttioii had of 
tbe sttnotttH^of the a^|ft;^litik(ed Io«», ^(rd of the Efec- 
tti^ViiBflify, hi retspect df IxH pecuniary circtttosteiicei',' 
td i^fdMi've ItiiKsfilf ^dto it,— the foree i^ ^ufficielht it 
e^ga^ d^e Etedor to take upon himMlf the ekpkm^ 
dP lotttiMfi W isA f^M, tthd ^kaSmtfzge at, the Eleci-;' 
tidn iifWttt^ih w hi!, M-i'di^-^ii beihg a fotctf, which iA 
tWsi ^se cost* rfotftlh^lltf tKA person by yfhatti it ii zp^ 
^^Hed^Wthett&h&fi'i'iiOttt tilled intd afction: iH ^'' 
far as, in respect of its quantity, the foirde v/Hich in tfafiV 
shape is at the disposal of the Candidate,, is regarded 
l:^lriitf a» trot ««ffid«ffitr-^«eidutti7e ififiuence i^'the 
</^|iibBit{i. sfa'aiiej ^£ btiyHi/ — seductive influence in 
this accefitabfe and dlturirig shape — is called io and 
emplbyedj in aid of thut whiolr operater ia the ttrr^' 

ki 
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jourrwfs znd demurrage, is the cloalr in whiclr in Ai» 
case the bribery is enveloped. 

Thus much as to the situation of Elector. Look up- 
wards— look to the situation of Candidate, and the in: 
Btrument which you have just been seeing^operate upon 
Electors, In the shape of an instrument of a//urmg seduc- 
tive influence — viz. the money spent in hribery — this 
same instrument vou may now see in the shape of an in* 
atJClUPent of terror^ operating — and this too of itself and 
without need of any hand to work it— operating upon 
the situation of Candidate : operating, according to the 
degree of its efficiency, with the effect of a competition- 
encounter-repelling, a competitton-quelling, or a cam^ 
petition-excluding instrument. 

In the Election Tonm itself, — and within that circle, 
within which, by reason of vicinity to the Town, all 
demand for expense of journey and demurrage, and 
consequently all cause and pretence for indemnifica-. 
tion on that score, stands excluded, — the Terrorism, in; 
the above, viz. the purse brandishing shape, finds not 
any placie in which it can operate : and, as to Rival 
Candidates, actual and proposable, — the greater the 
disUnces between this central spot and the abodes of 
the respective voters thus purchasable, the more 
strongly coercive will be the force of the rival and 
terror-inspiring purse.** 

* .By various persons — and even by persons by no means partial 
in their aflections ta the Gentleman in question^ it has happened ' 
to me, more than once, to hear spoken of as a matter of fact, ncit 
regarded as open to dispute, that in the instance of Mr, WUbeifoirec 
in the character of a veteran Member of Pftriiament, might be seen 
spenoDt from whoie dedar^ judgiiient«--fidf*fi9irined or derivatiTe— 
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Of Urrorism^ considered in respect of both the situa- 



9 gmt 



deriystiye judgments, in gmter numbers than from any ofther^ 
IWd; as it teemed to them, b^ for a long time in use to be de- 
rived^^WeU : not many years ago, by the mere force of terrorism 
^-competition-excluding terrorism'-^in the hands of an as yet un- 
tried oompeikor, was this man driren from the seat : that' seat 
whieb, with the effect just mentioned, he had so long filled. And 
*ttiis seat, what was it ?*-It was one of the two seaU filled by the 
County of Yorks|iire : a County, by the ^exorbitant amplitude of 
which, the joint power of land- holding and purse-irandishing ter- 
yofisBi are swelled to a maximum : — 190,000^. I have heard men- 
•tioiied as the sum, which on the occasion of one Election wasexpend- 
td, by one only of the two victorious competitors for the two seats : 
bat the victory had conquest — complete conquest-^for its fruit 
•The' condition of a propruiaty Borough — a propHetary Borough 
beid in jomi'ttnaiicy — such is the condition to which that vast 
Ck>unty, inelosing In its bosom three large Counties called Sidinpif 
is reduced. 

This is not aft. For, by the same instrument by which the dis- 
\ b produced and fixt, is all remedy barred out. Petition — ^if il 
I at any thing better than the continuance of the disease ; by this 
same instrument is Petition nipped in the bud. And thus it is that 
80 long as, between the two high allies, peace and union shail con- 
lidue to flourish, the peace of the County, (for such is the appro- 
priaui phrase), remains seeorei the peaee of Yorkshire secured^ 
mad by the same instrument, which, under the auspices of the new- 
invcBted'ChnsUanity, is with such irresistible efiect occupying ft- 
•elf in the giving security to the peace of Europe. 

In the DthaUii moreover, traces are not altogether wanting, of the 
impression made by the experience of terrorism : and that in its se« 
vera! shapes of voiC'^ompdUng influence, contpetiticn-repcUing-and' 
txehMtg ii^luence, in the hands of Peers ; and competition'repelHng' 
m^d^'CXckidiMg influence in the hands of the Crown : with which are 
asuoef), indications of the existence and degree of the undue depen^ 
imoe, in which nominee$ are held hy proprietary and other possessors 
of seats under the name of patrons, more particularly Peers, con- 
irasted with the aisoicc qfduc dependanct as towards Electors; in the 
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^opuplejeljr free ^r^ i^ aiyr pr^pprtio^ fa ^ ^9<}* . 

hrf : |. By ^riCrQu ft ibsA tinw #r, (i^, a peev»9^ ftfil 9» yfl(t 
^ any ffefnr pixvqp^t^ t^^fLiajkeft^ ^i^^nmrn i(f9ogt^\HA fPdL in 
fo far M ei^^cifi^. IV ?<^44 n<)^ 9Wi'«M #f :t-9- Sy 
gart borne by <«rrwii9!i in Ib^S^iilg of tfiQ QwtQi AwH iMPOfmtdl 
1 (/itfx^s^^ i^e c;r«fK«Km of tb^ fft«w^ pf ibo«e s^atafi^i «pi«oiiaA 
flf ;-r-|» Bjr fiiariip* P^ tl|e eflfefit <^f t;j?franinA. m Ibft for^wiiMin of 
fmv«fdr9^ cqmppiied of cfir??Hs(^ «^9*M(t %P,4 ib^ir wpwivw* b«to4 

^^ tfcjp^r n^mlM^tk W they fU>od at tbM tM»r, ||ii}8fem4. 
f^VR^€,a^D9i79|.p..9ll9. ^.C^H^^J^/idii^ l/'¥r. 

'4 Me||bg9 i9 ^ «M94 Hi tb^ (^wMlfB^ b^40))i4 ml cfurrj hia 
" motion : and yet be had contrived to procure the nominatiM ff 
•^. ^ Veinbcra ^ \94ir^ »«»«? i % b? b.^ ad^rf to tbp Wiqae 

,1* 9f ?^T8i?ip ^m¥^ Fb<i#bcfi»w\w«cA4w%*air>»*i^ 
^' f «f^fc «ft*?v^t tbrt wiwb^if qf Membm Qf tb« ^p^m^ Gmmr 
y v^9P^$ ^ apipfare^ Ok^m M^ B^li^M ibfQ on tbia table, wdc 
", wA^Wb t^* Bf ti»W»«% Wr<^ T4%d» to RWWe. - • 

" fobi^it, howey^r^ a^ tba gop^ 9ffan «ii4 tQ dH/^ paraf^n«l«iipemMf 
" of g^i^t^roen wb« b^r «^, if i(| b« Q<«l H iMMfe^l tr«ih» ll|»^ «ir 
"Jbeace depends aloftoul aa qii^b upm wha( ibey hAiR tainaaiw^ 
'' as upon what tb^y ha^ve to pfi^; if b«tbf r i| do^a nol p^ooMd aa 
'' nvuch from t^e nfkmiufpf^ of ^ ^p«fs^rW vbothaa^ dablto pay, 
*• as o^ t\^€^gra^ude of t)^ p^rso^ ^bf99if. at^%Qba)e«it lb^ iMNurd} 

*' «^f4 more 90 if, i^ trnei^ ojf Gmfi^^inHmK wbft» both hi tlM^ rep^ifl 
'*. ^d e3ypen4ifc«^of ibis^ « i^no^^^ n^fipm^ i|9e #«lMltd bjr »«« 

• ;? ^. bjr n^W.of prqgrietorriiift of saqu^D^if^SirM^ 1«l*|^ 
t ^•«* hjrfifjrmm;^ with or without ai^ljdni^or^ of bpfa^ 
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$nA dfinetkni In wfcich k o]^f«tes,'-^4Mt mate piati-' 

'* inTariaUe principle, that of extending or withholding favour in 
** exact proportion to the aubmiwion or resistance to their measures 
" which the individuals make ^^ 

Woodflsirs Debates, antio 1797, p. S8d.— (%ar(«« Pox. S. ^ A 
** noble Lord says that the County f«|yreietit)itldd must be good, that 
'^ must be approved of; be St s» ; this {yropotes to tea^e the County 
** fepreientatlon where tt ts : t wish so to leave it, ! thitik, that re- 
** presentation ought to be of a c&inp(ntnd tiatUfe; the counties may 
** he cmdiartd oi tetrttorial fepfeaetOiaioni as c&rtffa-disihiguished 
^Jhm popular ; UU in order to embrace all that I think iiecessary, / 
'' ^sertaiinfy tomiU not appffnt t:f C»y fitrthct ettendm o/ihU hranchqf 
** the r^esmtaiimi'^ 

3. WoodflOl's Debates, anno 1797, p. S29.—C/Mir/e«i'bx. ''liere 
^ ia one class of constituents, whose ifidtilictiOns it is considered as 
'v die implicit duty of members lo obey. When gentlemen represent 
^popular towns and dties, than it is ditputahle v^hether they ought to 
" 6bey their voice, or follow the dictate of their own conscience ; but ' 
'« if they happen to represent a noble Lord or a noble Duke, then it 
" becomes no longer a question of doubt ; he is not considered as a man 
•^ (fktmottr wh6 doet WA impUcitfy obey the orders qfhis single constituent. 
^ He is to have no conscience, no liberty, no discretion of his owri ; 
" he is Sent here by my Lord this, or the Duke of that, and if he 
'^•does not obey (he instructions that he receives, he is not to be 
" considtered U a ttilM of honour and a gentleman ; such is the mode 
** qf reatomng that prei^ails in this house. Is this fair ? ts there any 
" reciprocity in this Conduct t ts a gentleman to be permitted, 
'' without dishonour, to act in opposition to the sentiments of the 
"^city of London, of the city of Westminster, or of Bristol; but if 
'''he dares to disagree with the Duke, or Lord, or Baronet, whose 
*^ representative he is, then he must be considered as unfit for the 
'^ todety ct men of honour ? This, Sir, is the chicatu dnd tyramy <^ 
'' camqftioH, and this, at the same time, is called represehtdiUm. In a 
'' very great degree the Onm^ members are held in the same tmrt qf 
'' tkrMumi a number of peers possess an over-weening interest m 
" the country^ aoA a gonUemus is no longer permtttecl to^ hoM W 
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cuUrly in respect of the campetUion-ixdudmg mo^^V^ 
effect seems as yet, in comparisoD of it« miscfaievouft* 



'* situation, than as he acts agreeably to the dictates of those power- 
*' fi^l &milies. Let us see how the whoU qf this stream <tf ctnruptian 
** has been dvpertedfrom the tide qf the people to that qfthe crown, xxnih 
" whut la constant persevering art, every man who is possessed qfti^ttetteic 
'' in counties, corporations, or boroughs, thai will yield to the soUciiOr, 
** turns of the court, is drawn aoer to that phalanx, which is opposed tCL 
''the small remnant of popular election. I have looked. Sir, to the 
'' macbioatioDs of the present minister in that way , and I find, that 
'' iociuding the number of additional titles, the right honourable gen^ 
*' tleman has made no fewer than one ItundredandJifteenpeerf, in ibsi 
" course of his administration ; that is to say, he has bestowed no 
" fewer than one hundred and fifteen titles, including new cr^tiona 
*' and elevations from one rank to another ;* how moMf qf these are 
'* tQ he ascribed to national services, qnd how nuu^ to pariiamenlaiy 
" ir^erests, I leave the house to enquire. The cquaUfy is not Uind to the 
*' art's qf influence, and it is impossible that we can expect men to cou*^ 
" (inue to endure thepi" 

In the Statesman, for February 21, 1817, authenticated by the 
signature of Major Cartwright, may be seen a statement in these 
words :^-" The writer has seen a very numerous troop of tenants, 
" holding under a placeman and sinecurist, conducted to a county 
f' election as swine are conducted to market, one steward in the fronts ^ 
'' and another in the rear, as one hog-driver goes before the herd« 
''and another fpllows after, to regulate the drifts and prevent. 
** straggling." 

. Thus far the worthy father of radical reform. From the nature 
of the two corri^sponding situations, coupled with the circumstance 
of the two stewards, one behind as well as another before, let any one 
|udge whether the surmise is likdy to have been unfounded, or 
the parallel inapposite. 

* Vis. In the coiripais of about tbirteea years, fit>m 1784 Id 179r: io tha 
salMeqnent twenty yean down to this timey what may have been the additioB? . 
Baqo^^aMreportr-yegoodnea Old tra»-wU6 hate laisitfe. . 
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aesB, to liave attracted but little notice.* In brief) so 
far as regards the campetitian-exchuting mode, it may be 
thus expressed : — the reducing the quantity of appro* 
priate official aptitude in the Honourable House, from 
that maximum to which a regard for the welfare of the 
community would seek to raise it, to that slender (alasj 
how slender !) scantling, which experience has brought 
to view : — a proprietorship in land, or a mass of property 
sufficient to operate with eSect either in the way of 
terrorism or in the way of bribery ; — in the latter case, 
a surplus of ready money, to the amount of from^ 
4000/. to 5000/. over and above what is necessary for 
babitual expenditure, and ready to be employed in 
the purchase of power in this shape 7— an appropriate 
connexion with some person, who is himself in pos* 
sesffiLon of an appropriate qualification, in one or other 

^ The only instance within my knowledge, in which in any 
published work, any indication has been g^ven of this circumstance, 
in the character of an imperfection attached to the constitution in 
its present state, is that which is afforded by a passage in Mr, Woke^ 
ficlePs Account of Ireland, vol ii. p. 921. In it, after mention made 
of two names, think (says he) what must be the character and 
complexion of the constitution of this country, in so far as concerns 
^e Commons House of Parliament, when for such a length (Kftime at 
they have been in existence, neither of those oan^ hps ever been, 
found in the list of the members of this House. Of those personq,^ 
one was Mr. Arthur Young; the other was a person with whom, 
otherwise than by reputation, Mr. Wakefield had not any acquain- 
tance : and of whom it is sufficient to say, that from early youth, - 
throughout the whole course of bis life (even at that time (anno 1613), 
not a short onej^his time had been almost exclusively devoted to the 
endeavour to meliorate the condition of his fellow-creatures ip all 
countries, but more particularly his own, by labour as unremitted 
as it c<Nild Bot>ut be tbanUess^ applied to tfacikM of l^idaUon, 
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of ihoiBtt shapes ;*^ia these behdU die conditiaks^ one et 
oiher of which ta indiipemably necessary; and at the 
eame time altogether sofficient, to the purpose of a 
man's being chosen to fill this most important of all 
oflices.M-«So as the ^ur;^ be but /k/^ enough, no matter 
how empty the hMd. 

Note well the persons f to whom in this instance th$ 
exclusionary force is in an immediate way applied^ 
note well, that they are not the electors themselyes, 
but persons at large, coiifidered in the character of 
jffoposMe candidates : note well the band by which 
that same force is applied : note well, that it U sot 
the liand of any iadividnal human beings but the hand 
of the iDTisible nature of things .*^^^lie offspring of the* 
election system taken in its whole eompages. Now^ 
tkeoi all these circumstances considered, pregnant m 
is this state ei things with a mass of mischief so im* 
men^ but at the same lime so incalculable and. in- 
scrutable, great need not be the wonder at its having 
in so great a degree escaped notice. 

The case of the county seats being thus explained^ 
no further details can (it is supposed) be necesiary 
for conveying » correspondent conception of the case 
of the ior^ygh sals, lo so far as, by terrorism applieil 
to the electors, the effect can be produced, — In this 
shape of course, as bein^ free of expense to the se- 
ductiouiflt — ^in this shape it is that the seductive iap 
fli^nce is a^ppUed. At the sanK tanie,~in so fkr u 
the nuBsber of those, to whom in this nnex p ensi v e 
shape seduction can be applied with effect, being re- 
garded as insuflEkient to caurcy the electionit the asr 
sistaoce of bribsiy ie n 
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i# thf »b»pe jn wbicb it U Mcordingty appllidl; tnd 
here ;t9Pi in to jtr as Mk^rjf is the forqe appUtd i» 
the 8itu»tJcw of eUftor^^^-^rji^Tbranii^hingMd cra^ 
tit\9n-f*4¥ding tfrrQsf \% ibft instrinnept ivbicb, m 
a}>9y«)SI>pMit<^lf (9 tbt iit^^tipn of nV«lmn4tdil5 
APtHS)! ppd propoA^blff. 

$ 10- Bribery and Terrorism compared. 

..Bribexy and i#rrori5iii,<^misohief8 con pared. Fii 
bolb instances, ivbat is it that forms the oharaeter of 
the case ? Is it not the spwiotun^ss of the will to 
wbich the effect is given ? In bqth oases is it nol'that 
the wiii, to which the eflTect is given, is tlie will-^not 
of the person whose wilt, it appears to be, and in pre<^ 
tttaco is intended to be, and |d reality said to be,-*-4>ut 
that of fome cthfr person, whose will it dees not ap* 
peiur lOi he, and in pretence is intended not to be, and 
aoecM)dingly is not said tp be 9 

\¥eU: so much for the general nature and eharac** 
tor of the 6ffef:t produced, supposing i« produced; 
Now as to the degree of ^reloM^ as a mathematician 
leituld aay,-r^]e the degree oicerimmty^ as other men say^i 
^*-4hnt beiengft tothia important and mischievons effect. 

The fiumtity af iMht^st at stake^**for co'nception 
s;ftlsfe^r«4ie it money or money'^s wprth, for it comes to 
llw eafio thinf^say the smmi at stake this snm — being 
in^tha tvob.cases the sape;^r^»)^ for example, 5'-;-*-for 
onf-Jnfttaoee in which yon would find it producing 
t^aitk nffi^ in (be w^y ei bribery^ in ten instances per-^ 
haps you would find it producing that same nSkct in 
the yj^^et Jton eryie> ' 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



fetvi 

: Situations m which the effect depends, two: thtt 
of the Elector to be operated upon, and that of the 
proposed Representative, by whom or to whose use 
the other is to-i>e operated upon. Look, in the first 
place, to the first : for, unless it be with a prospect of 
accomplishment, an object is not aimed at. Here, if 
bribery is to be the instrument employed, behold the 
obstacles — ^^the opposing motives — rwhich the seduc- 
tionist— the proposed Representative or his suppor- 
ters — ^have to overcome : fear of punishment at the 
hand of the law — fear of reproach from withaui — and, 
in so fjar as conscience may be regarded as concerned in 
the matter, fear of reproach from within. In this same 
pase, if terrorism is the instrument — and the only sinis- 
ter instrument in the way to operate — by no one of the 
above obstacles does the power of tbe instrument find 
itself opposed. In the case of bribery^ the operatkdi 
has an external tangible instrument, viz. the money, 
Or money's worth ; and the application of the instru* 
ment is rendered determinate by the circumstances of 
place ^nd time, and by the necessary acts of inter-* 
course betwixt man and man for the purpose. To the 
case of terrorism belongs not any one of all these ex- 
terior and determinate accompaniments: — ^no such 
tangible instrument does it admit of: of no such in- 
tercourse is there any need in it :^^hio external and de- 
terminate object does it present, to which any sach 
inward sentiment ^x^ fear of reproach can attach. In 
this stjate of things, the two first of tbe three restraia- 
ii^ motives cannot, and the other (generally speaking) 
willDot, operate* 
JLrook now to the situation of thd penon-t-the pro** 
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pMed Representattve-^by whom^ or to whbse use, fhe 
effect is to be produced. To the production of if 
fay bribery^ special appKcation is on every occasioxi 
necessary : special application, and that attended wiib 
hazard in various shapes to him by whom, or to whose 
use, it is made: — hazard of scorn and reproach, in-« 
stead of acceptance, at the time ; in case of engage* 
ment, hazard of non-fulfilment ; in either case, hazard 
of disclosure, fpUowed or not followed by prqaecti'* 
tion. — ^To the production of the effect by terrorismi 
iio special application is, with any such constancy^ 
necessary: in many instances, it assuredly has place: 
perhaps in most: but there is no saying to what 
extent it may be produced, by the mere notoriety of 
the wishes of the person, in whose power is the sQuix^e 
of terror : — by this general indication, with or without 
tiM assistance of any of those particular indications^ 
of which, in infinite variety, the case is susceptible. 

To (he application and operation of the matter of 
seduOion in the shape of bribery y the matter of wealth 
in the shape of ready money is necessary: and, in 
proportion as the desired effect is produced, — or ra- 
ther as the endeavour, successful or unsuccessful, to 
produce the effect is exerted, — loss equal in amount 
to the expenditure is sustained. In the case where it 
is in the shape of terrorism that this same naturally 
useful, but accidentally misapplied and pernicjious, 
matter operates, — though in this case, as in the other^ 
the quantity of matter capable of operating towards 
the effect has its limits, — still, without loss iu any 
shape to him by whom the profit is reaped, does it 
perform its seductive office. 
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' InflrWdrd, t<s fyfiS htibitfin th« ifiitruttteftt, \Mi 
k ^ertMAt^y pt^ ptetsttious: sot^tni Urr6rhth ?9tii6 
iftdtrtMMtal, lots Mde ; etkct, if a^)S j^ofii tvUlioerf 

- Id tb^ d«s€ ofbYibery, (he danger df pudfisbn^cfht ^i 
tbtt b^cidtf of toWf^-Hogelber with tb6 (ess u^cirtahi, 
Hio«igk l^tfs h^fen^^^afyrhigatthe hands of genei^l 
4ivi%fiui«,-<^lfeft<5 tdgefhet mtty be deen cotHj^osiug ho 
stigln olbslttcle td tb« pfbdui^entenr of agents^ such as* 
tribe reqcHri^ dij^&AHdri shzM add the ability^ neees- 
%ttf to Ike t>i^tfduc(!k>ii 6f the.effect de^ed. On thcf 
4^r hftud, in (be case of i^rrafism, operafiog' in tfii? 
#»y in 4uefi!rioAi»— %hflev *tf above, what ffiay vity W^ 
itt}>t^n i«-^thtft 66 apjirtcrfCkm of iny kiiitf, wbAhtfi^ 
tfMde 00 the pait of (be tettorist himself, or on ebe^ 
^tt of atiy pefiotai iii the cliayadtei' of ah agini\ shalf 
WnecM^kty.-^yet in that saibe chai^cter 8<iirtrely wif F 
ther« exiM that wetl-wrsHer (ofai^ cause, iW Whtf^ id* 
^Meaiiy aierrton to the eaa* of cont^ying thtf ap- 
jiw^jpt^re^iMittMrtton wMt l«^ 

T4m» mttch atfr between *f ^^rjr anrf Uffdfim r-i*W)if, 
a#ld»(he two cJdtt(iras(e*eases, in both ^Mfeh'fhe fbfcJei 
it 8ii)i)^09ed to^ be appfifed h^ tfce sbsrpe of t^onAri,-*^ 
int^mtie^iMfy tbrpmlr^ of the kW; hi tb^Otb^l^ 
aM'fi4^(Hif tb<f power df the law. Siyppoftf An Aei^ 
p a i sHsWl ' 'f nttWya worW# fal*- W been pAwed, i^ pks^ 
siifg) Mdifilt be iM«sed)^^stippt>se an Act pimediim^ 
pMitig »peitelty»of 5/. ow e+iery marr, who, Being te- 
notucfftbe BtAw, JIfefqnfH dr £«rl of lllfidlltftend'/ 
vim trf hi* estaKef at Feaifftamj in the cctotfty the#ehi- 
lieaifametf ,^>i.*gild ha¥fag: ii i te^e tf yft » l rf^hl o^ v^if^ Ab' 
all elections in and for the sftidf cottttty,-^HjWilJ ^t^iPf 
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ckctioA of a^Kaiglit to serve in ParUdmeot in and for 
the Mud coMity,n-refi»se or ouit to give such, his vote 
in faVottP of 9af such person whom for that purpose 
it shall pAease such his Grace^. or such bis Lotd* 
sh^ to aooafoate. Soppote for this ptrrpose a Bill 
noved for : — here would be aa occasion for Whig 
eloqiMDce ! — bete would be fretting, and fuming^ a«d 
vodferatioo ! £ven now,, supposing any sitcb BUi 
norad for— -(not that---€onsidering tbe m(H» ceuvd* 
nient shape in which the same effect is produced fMthd 
benefit of both pacties^-not that in either there enists 
any the soialtest intetest exciting any one to move ii^^ 
highly <|tteationab}e it mi^ht be,~-nay even n^w, while 
every tliioi^ that is aiosi atrocious, and most fiual4)t 
dieitructivt of what Iktilt remains good in die donstir 
Mitipo is passing every day^— qoesCionaUe it inightliei 
whether a Bill to any dach effect would make its Way 
thro«ft|^ the two Uoaaes« 

Well:^— but^ in a laiv to such an effect, in poiilt «f 
eflScieacy and thence of mischievofisoest, would 
there be any thing. GOflaporaUi& tp. vrbal has place in 
thiabefaeli; in the existing and; evevhistiiigl^ laaickd 
state of tbingf^? SuBia the same^ of the t3uM HfgUmutted 
iafltteace of iiiri^/y,.wQnld thefoNt be eqnaLlO'tlbe 
s^beady ^' UgkimaU i^0um£^^ posaeascd by that ssnto 
re^eseoiative oi; and sobstilute to^ piobky ackk inlel^ 
lectual ^tude^ in the present state of thuigi 2 Nod 
a dead letter, or^ not much atrong^r, .would be the Jiv0 
pcwid ponally. By the profit. e£ it, e¥e» if levioA 
andseceived^w^uldheceveredibiit a*$iMU{iaflK>C ti» 
mxftMu^. lostAd of the IcawMyipdasi^ bandit h^ 
tfua or tha^ £mtid^ and oowmssioMd handt (sMch'Msf 
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the powers of appropriate legal arrangements) ikif^t 
the profit be received : by an appropriate microscope, ai 
flaw — such as all law proceedings are hpi exposed to^ 
might peradventure be discovered : but, before this, 
by the very attempt, as indicated by the purthaseof 
the first piece of parchment by which the proceedings 
were commenced, might such a storm of odium be 
raised, as the nerves of his Grace, or his' Lordshij>— 
though he had been a Sir James Lowther — ^would not 
be able to stand. 

So much for the case, in which, — ^neither by him 
whose endeavour it is to impose it, nor by him whose 
endeavour it is to avoid it, — the loss is any otherwise to 
be looked for, than through the ever-wavering and per- 
petually-delusive hand of the man of law. Contrast it 
now with the case, in which the source from which it 
is looked for, is a force, which without need of any 
such treacherous and inadequate instrument may bcf 
applied at pleasure. In the former case, odium max- 
imized; vexation and expense, certain; execution dis- 
tant and uncertain : — in this case, execution at plea- 
sure ; odium covered up ; no vexation, ho expense. 

In the instance of vote'CompeUing terrorism, the es- 
tablishing it by law is, as above, as yet but a supposi- 
tion. In the instance of campeUtidn-exduding terror- 
ism, it has, as every body knows, now, for above this 
century past, been matter of fact: (year, 17 10: Act, 
9 Ann. c. 5* § i*) 300^ landed property — ^and that 
too in'a particular shape — the minimum: 300I. ayear^ 
going as far as a thousand a year at least, money of 
the present time* At that time the moneyed interest 
being parUcularly strong among the Whigs, the landed 
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>iQtereit amoag tb^ Toriesi — Tories strqag in the 
House of Commons, — so it was, that,. on the occasion 

; of tb^ exclusion thus endeavoured to be. put upon the 
genuine elements of appropriate aptitude in favour 
of the spurious ones^ Monarchy and Aristocracy acted 
with conjunct force. In both creeds, property U probity ^ 

, was then a fundamental article. Well :-^after. s^U, 

.triumphing over sinister theory, experience forced 
upon men the conviction, that, with the Birmingham 
article, employed to the exclusion of the genuine one, 

rfatiMoess could not go on. . So completely had the 
absurdity of the idea been demonstrated, — anno 17 84 

.and. thenceforward, of the two great leaders of the 
opposite, parties, Pitt the second add Charles Fox-^ 

rdiqh in bis day a minister— ra situation in which/ if 
anyv the. demand for appropriate probity should have 

.been at the highest pitch — the one had from the first 

•ho.: more than a minimum ; — and that to ' the last 

, drowned in debt : the other, not even that minitriuin. 

iW^t: ndithec of them having on principle, — one of 
them not having even by law,^ — a right so much as to 
sit in the House, how comeithey to be there ?. Answer. 
Ob!— by the usual instruments — House-of-Cammons* 

.crq/if >aod lawyer-craft — the difficulty had been re- 
moved. . Lawyers had been to work, and set up a 

'naiiufact^y of sham qualification. Lawyers got thei^ 

Toes; ifisqualified men, their seats; — the work, which 
shoiild hive been performed by sincerity , was bungled 

^bt by the more aciceptable hand of fraud: — ^and thus, 
in the Blackslone phrase, eyery thing was as it should be* 
, : Thus much for the coitiparison, between the casf? of 
ihe atttt^tiontst whose instrument is bribiry^ andthat 

1 
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of him whose instrument is Hrror: the sit 
in botli cases being that of an individuaL The i 
representative of the source of the power bdng-in this 
ease, as in the two former, stili the same. 

Compare now the situation, of the indiTidQal ojp*- 
tating in the character of Hrrorist^ with that of the 
UHtJWsal seductimist : the seductiooist, by whose hand, 
thoogh by no means unpractised in the use (rf* terror, 
the instrument of seduction most extensiTely and 
conspicuously employed, is~^he instrument moetljr 
known by the name of bribery^ or cem^t#ii>-4hir 
instrument of atturing influeaoe. 

By both seductionists— the individual terrorist Maud 
the universal seductionist-^in which soever of his two 
shapes the latter may, on the oocasiop in questios^ be 
found operating — ^the saipe PHghty mass of advaolige 
is possessed : — in the one case, as in the other, without 
personal application — without application so mui& 
aehy agents — ^yet, with the sure assistance of agents^ 
and these unpaid — in abundanoe-wnay the deamd 
iefiect be purchased. No expense — ^not so much as of 
thought : no exposure to rebuff and scorn s-^no expo- 
sure to thtf sort of disappointment, which, 19 ease of 
engagement, is produced by the breaph of it on fhe 
other side2*-«-no exposure to legjal puni8hmeBt««4o 
public reproach — nor so much as to reproach of 
conscience ^ — all these so many mill«*stooeB hai^^g 
0v^r the head of the venal, and, comparatively at leaslb 
innoxious sinner, whose sin has. taken upon ilself l)» 
nature of bribery. 

But in all these cases the less efficient the restraint. 
In these aod all other ima^nable ■bapei> opposed 4# 
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ikt pernicioM effect, ^^the^reater^ in eachinstance, the 
pMbtbilfty of it« lakidg place ; the greater, in ea^h 
inttatice, the:prvtabilUy of it9 takiog place, the greater 
the sxtMt to which upon the whole k will take plaooi 
mud' fhence, upon the whole, the greater the mi^ 
€kiepauiM4fs of It: in each inetance, in which it is effi^ 
cieiit,-^--lfae I'eHik being, in both caset, ef one and the 
'•tasMe nalare, rit. the giving eSect to the will of soine 
other man, Instead of that of the voter, by whom the 
▼o|e in giiren as the eatpression of his own free will,«^ 
4lie comparative aggregate mischievousness of the two 
jpmctices i§ great in proportion to the extent in which 
4bey reepeecively have pbce. 

Yes : compared with the system of tsrt^rism^ the 
fasten! of hilmry is virtue. Under the system of br> 
1^ both partiee are pldased: the^iV^rof the bribe 
igetjs what A# most desires; the ttctiifir of it what k$ 
most desires : both parties art gratified ; both partial 
•re'coateoled; in both situations yon see smiling 
fcow, indexds of cooteftted hearts. Under the sys<- 
ten of tnt^rnm^ whatsoever feeling of satisfactioi 
can hnve phce, look for it on one side only: and eveo 
«i thitt tide scarcely eaik it have place, withool hay** 
ing for its alloy the apprehensiori of odium, and tbut 
osUom jnet:«-*-froWii8 above; gloom below :'^Hiynipa^ 
dify, aalisfactiM^ no where. 

Tom bade now to what is said on the txtuM of ttu 
t^ht €f a^agfi: iKMe once more the colkUeral^uM€B^ 
ittacbed to the amplitnde of that exteal: : apply f htae 
fiODeidentiohs to the present case. In compal^isto if 
lUut baa place under tefrorism,-*^rftartsV^, though 
wsder the sysltmof Mieiy not so much cbenlshed as 

li? 
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onder the system kJl freedom^ finds a door natanliy 
open to receive it : not so, under /CTTorwm. Whence 
the difference? — the answer has been already given: 
of the benefit that may be acquired by the rectify of a 
hriht^ a man has no need, equal to what he has of 
ihaJt^ of which*— behaving already the habitual posses* 
sion, or fixed expectation of it, — terrorism threatens 
him with the loss. Whatsoever he the magnitude of 
his bribes, yet, suppose him to a certain degree ob- 
noxious, whether it be in public or in private life— 
and in particular if it be, for instance, the man whose 
sole trust is in those means of sinister influence, may^ 
to an extent more or less considerable, experience the 
mortification of seeing them refused. Repression of 
insolence is therefore in his situation prescribed by 
considerations, and urged by motives, which, in the 
case of the secure terrorist^ or the possessor of a pr<h 
prUtary seat^ have no place. 

Thus it is that — each being considered separately'-*- 
bribery, if not absoluiely^ compared with terrorism at 
least, is a useful practice. Terrorism having place oa 
ra^vide, place bribery on the other, — the lesser evil) 
if ml it be now to be called, becomes positively 7is€^ 
fulj by the check it is capable of giving to the greater 
evil. By the terrors inspired by a full purse brandished 
on the other side, the vote-compelling terrorist may 
himself be either driven out of his seat, or so wrought 
upon as, in respect of it, to bear his faculties more 
meekly than he would otherwise. Himself inct^foci'^ 
toted — by peerage for example— ^or disinclined^ — the 
nominee^ to whom, under the influence of thid check, 
he has reaourse, may (it may thus happen) be a persoo 
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kss'Hiipojmlar-^ifi any, or every respect, les0 anapt— 
than the person who, biit for this fi(alutary restraint, 
would have been the object of his choice. 

Of dne mischief, with which terrorism is. pf egnant^ 
wiiile brihtry is altogether pure from it, no more than 
a atight hint can in this place be ajBorded. Prdduding 
with so much more disafstrous an efficiency the same 
common disease^ viz. spwriousiuss of svffrage^—^t 
force ' of terrorism epierates at the same time towards 
the suppression of the only remedy. By the sam#' 
tyranoy, by which the demand for reform is created*; 
the petition sj/stem^ in which alone it can originate, is. 
endeavoured to be* crushed, Desperateness is thus, 
another symptom added to the malignity of the dii«* 
ease : and to this symptom the influence of bribery is 
happily inapplicable. By mere situation, — ^no ex- 
pense in any shape, not so much as in the shape of 
thotight, — docs the bare* image of the frowning ter- 
rorist repel from the paper — ^repel in countlesa num- 
bers — ^the hands by which, if free, it would have been 
signed : while, strong as is the interest, by which, in 
BO many places, the disbursement of the money neces- 
sary to the purchase of T'of^j is produced, — on no occa-^' 
non is any interest strong enough to produce any such 
disbursement in the quantity necessary to the pur- 
chase of signatures to petitions^ to be fouod. 

Interested alike in the preservation and increase of 
abuse and misrule in all its forms, — Monarchy, and the 
Aristocracy that crouches under it& feet, operate — ^with 
united force operate — ^as in case of votes'-^ven with- 
out exertion, still mpre powerfully of course if with, 
exertion— towaida the keeping the door as clpsely shut 
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as poMfbte tgatmt the onlj remedy* The sHmtkMt 
m thi^ case operated upon b that of the aggrieiwi sxkk 
ject, who — but for the frown of inexorable tyraany^^ 
#Di]ld have become a petitioner, bot who, by. die 
spectacle of the united thnnderbolts sntpended ovcv 
hM head, finds bis hand arrested, and the complaimng^ 
papttr prevented from receiving fats «ignatute« 

Not satisfied with operating in the qaiet and mgt^ 
Hv$ form (Xtistrainl^ — coercion is at thi^ moment* busy* 
ing itself in the positive and more gallttig form of 
ioniirainf, — under the guise of dedanUiMs of hyatty, 
ekculating or stationing dsclarations of abhomnce aa^ 
towards the only remecfjr: — under the G ■' . .g as 
under the Stuarts, woe be to petiti0nirs; fsmet utut 
hvonr to aikorrers. 



f 1 1. Purchase ofseats-^n what cases misckkv*^ 
ous — in what beneficial. 

In comparison of purely ^roftizVous, — nomination for 
what in law language is called valuable considkriUion-^ 
iis it upon the whole a pernicious, a beneficiat practke,' 
or a matter of indiSerence ? 

Answer.— In each instance, which of the three qua- 
lities belongs to it will, in this, as in ill other ca^es, de^ 
pend upon the manner in which the universal interest 
IS affected by it. 

In comparison of the person, who but for the sal^ 
wbuld have been seated in the way of gratuitous nomt^ 
natioti, — the course taken by the possessor by purchast^ 
will it be mortf beneficial, /^j^benefidat, or neitffaet^ 
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aioreoor Ifisi beodkial^ to tho public interest ^--I9 
diis.43iieatioii may be seen ilie answer to the last pre- 
oedung one. 

For this lest question, frcttn no other source cms 
toy answer be deduced than froip the consideration of 
die quality and qumtUy of the effective influence exer^- 
^sed by the individual in question, in all shafies taken 
together, during bis continuance in the seat. 

Individuals lying unknown, as to the qiwniiljf no** 
Ihingoanherebe said. Quantity being supposed the 
eame, as to the fualUy^ which depends on the dire^^ 
Hon taken by it, thus much, and thus much pnly caa 
he Buidf^YiE. that for ascertaining it, in so far as it is 
^tqfiahle of beii^ ascertained, the only w'^ienwhieh 
Ihe nature of the Csite affords is — the coDsiderHtion of 
the situation occupied by hiin with reference to pariy^ 
Tori$s^ Whigs^ Peoples men^ neutrals — taking him dur^ 
log clie whole of his career together, with which 
of all the several classes thus detiominated has he 
acted? 

in the course of this inquiry, the persuasion which 
the author has all along found pressing upon his mind 
frith irresistibld force, is — that, to the disposiiiim, the 
Tvriis or Jdng'smmuM already not only \ht power ^ but 
ihit pradUe^ of driving the country down headlong in 
the descent that lenmuates in the gulf of pure des- 
potism :*—4hitr^uGb is the state of interests— the 
Whigs^ whether in or' out of office, are driving, and 
tyanld continue to drive on in that same course ; though 
in both situations with a degree of force and velocity 
nion (M kis ioferior, to that which belongs to the na^ 
ta«e of their mtlurally and almrt)tt constantly successful 
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irivals : that, if it be among the decrees of destiny, thA 
in its way to that abyss the country, shall at any point 
be stopped, — it can only be by the energy ofthe people^ 
headed and led by the few People's nun by whom any 
place shall have been found in the House, re-inforced 
by such of the Whigs, if any, in whose vie.w, as the 
prospect of perdition cotnes nearer and nearer, the 
shares they respectively possess in the umpersat in* 
terest, may come to present itself as exceeding in value 
their respective shares in the pariicuJar and separate 
interests, possessed by them in virtue of their con- 
nexion with the party to which they belong. 

In this view of the matter— barring the application 
of the only remedy as above— ^the arrival 'of unintti* 
gated despotism being, sooner or later, a result alto^ 
gether certain, — the only effect, of which, in this re^ 
spect, the practice in question, or any other, caabe 
productive, is that which respects the predicament of 
Hme: the Causing it* to take place a little sooner or 9 
little later than it would otherwise. 

Of the practice of renal^ contrasted with that of 
gratuitous nominations, is the aeoeleroHon or the r^* 
tardation of this catastrophe most likely to be the 
effect? I answer*-the acceleration: and. for these 
reasons. 

It being the property of money and money's worthi 
when applied to the accomplishment of any: object; 
to apply to the minds on which thataocomplishinent 
depends, a quantity of influencing force; over and 
above whatsoever would otherwise be acting on those 
same subjects in that same direction,'**-the effect of 
the venality^ i. e. of i\kt purchases made by means ofJCi 
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will in this case be«— to give to the party, whichsoever 
it be, by whom they are made, an accession of strength 
beyond what it would possess otherwise. 

The accession of strength, whatever it be, which 
may be derivable from this source,— 4>y which of the 
several denominations is it likely to be derived in the 
greatest quantity ? — Answer — by the Tories : — by that 
party, headed as they are and supported by C— — — r- 
General, and their interest and their affections iden- 
tified withliis. 

As it is, the number of Members belonging to this 
denomination — ^not to speak of persons without-doors 
— corrupiionreaiers, and corrupiion-hwiters, and Uindi^ 
custom-led men, and indifferentists taken together, — 
seems at present to be far greater than that of all the 
other denominations put together: and, as despotism 
advances, — and while this sentence is writing, it is 
advancing in seven-leagued boots, — the number will 
be receiving continual increase. Proportioned to their 
number will be the aggregate amount of the quantity 
of ready money in their hands, applicable to this 
convenient purpose: and, quantity of money in hand 
the same, of him whose prospect of appropriate return 
is nearest, the biddings will naturally be higher than 
of him whose prospect is more distant. 

Thus much as to the general tendency of the prac- 
tice. But, from this general tendency, supposing it 
admitted^ does any such proposition follow, as that to 
the character of a true People's man it belongs to lay 
down to himself any suth rule, as that of abstaining 
from it? No, surely: but exactly the reverse; The 
•g^reater the velocity of the disastrous descent, the 
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more strenuous are the exertion by which it should 
be endeivoured to be retarded. 

For my own part, had I some ten or twenty mil* 
lions of money at my disposal,— I would, though to an 
opposite purpose, effect the very monopoly, the mis- 
chievousness of which, reference being made to the 
jit present established practice, had just been repre* 
seated as being in the direct ratio of tlie extent of it. 
Instead of buying land with the money for my own kin* 
dred, I would buy liberty with it for the people* With 
that money, not only should 1 bty up all the existing 
venal Borough seais and County stats^ as they Came to 
market, but I shbuld raise to the rank of venal ones 
many others which now are not so. With that money 
in hand, I could and would open Honourable eyes, in 
snffioient abundance: i would enable them even to see 
•—(oh the astonishing sight I) — that liberty is better thaa 
slavery, sincerity than imposture, good government 
tbab misrule, the absence of waste and corruption 
(ban the presence, dependance on the people thaa 
dependanoe on an essentially insatiable shark with 
his sub-sharks — the love and respect of the people, 
ithan their merited abhorrence.^ 



* The pace at wfatobr iQ nitoe of 0ucb » terieB of ant^edeot ink- 
jpolflM^ they saw the chariot of the State descending towards the 
Aulpb, was not yet rapid enough to satisfy the impatience of the 
Phaetons, from whom it receives its guidance. Behold one instance 
in which, on the spur of the occasion, to gire redoubled energy to 
tbe indefatigabK? trm, the swioia ^f common dectoey was cast o£ 
aa being a neediest hicumbraxkce. ^ 

A Bill Jbr thcfnorfi effectually jnr/svmting the sale qf maisfor mmi^» 
0914 for promoting the mohapofy thereqf to the Treasury, by the mans 
i^^Porrono^e— such was the title moved for by Lord Folkatcne tet 
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§ 12» Secrecy of suffrage — its impori(ince further 
developed.^ 

In the situation of Election vMers,-^in the chanc« 
tcr of a security /or freedom of suffrage and against 

Ae Act 49 Q. HI. c« l\B. Out of 161, 28 voted for ihig amende 
■lent. (CobbeU'a Debates, June 13, .1809.)— To daiomce to the 
people, and in language so expressive, the true character of this 
measure, required the generous bdldness of a Lord Folkestone. To 
reaA this character in it belongs to any man, to whom the words of 
II art! not unreadablt. 

Woi^d yoQ form an adequate eonception of the anxiety by wUdl 
on tbia occasion that Honourable House was agitated } Read it ii^ 
the anxiety expressed— not to say betrayed— by the Right Honour- 
able Gentleman who is the head of it Bursting the bond of thosi 
Aellcacics, which, but six days before, {June Ist), had produced 
the wdl-«ontldered and daborate dfeclaratico, of the reluotanoe by 
wUcfaf down to that time^ be had been restrained from 'f misiqg 
in the debates,'' — twice in one day — ^viz. on the 7th of that same 
month^iid he stand up and insist, that the word express — {th(4 
being^the word employed for the grant of the licence included itl 
the monopoly), shoyld be inserted. — ^Inserted? and upon wbai 
grounds ?«<^0n grounds \fi which the absence of all gromids would 
sorely have been in no small degree ap advantageous substitute. 

In the determination of Honourable House to etiablish the monof 
poly at that time — in that determination which he |vas thus labou^K 
ing to produce — be saw an earnest of their determination to f^bolis^ 
it aaaoon aa the «6oasioii •beiild reqvife : add, ia an imagined rule 
af CbiKfMMi Law already franl^Mig the praetiee with an adequate 
punishment in both cases, he saw a sufficient reason for addmg t 
regulation of Siatute Law for punishing it in the oii^, and for ftfusing 
to add it in the other, of those same /casesp* 

* Cobbetn Debates, Jaiia 7 ttS09,xif.9M.-^TlM SpadEtrttatad fab wM 
m ikeJkntfPiemto extend the provbkms af Itais BiH to tlifr potvhMa af sesfs fi 
Attllisiieiit, as irtrell by «fke as fay money, thm arest nde waH-ta sliike at 
fteptoariaeat tasdawsta^gtMitpairtsof t ^hmer . Amaaftst Ifaase, a^stMw 
taialy^wastkiaproof afanci^^rwtcoMaet. Itatf be wariri saitc^ tfwafs 
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spuriousness of suQragf, not only the utility but to a 
great extetit the necessity of sccreiiy;— in the character 
of a security against all seductive influence operating 
from tyitkoutf whether in the shape of terrorism or in 
the shape of bribery (that is, in every shape whatever, 
gmtitude of the purely social kind excepted) \t»ne€es^ 
sity — in a preceding section (§5)» and in the Plan 
itself, all these tutelary properties have been brought 
to view. 

Turn back to section 10 — behold once more the 
troop of dependants driven to the Poll-bootb, nfith 
Stewards in front and rear,' to prevent desertion. By 
the protecting veil 6i secrecy^ suppose now the 'direc- 
tion given to the voter completely hidden — hidden 
from all tyrant eyes— say, would any such trouble 
ever be given to Stewards P-^By terroi" may a man be 
driven to the place of Election, — true : — ^but, under 
the shield of secriecy, it is not by terror that, when 
be is there, the direction given to his vote can be de- 
termined. 

But, in this same case, secrecy, as it excludes ter- 



impressed him with the conyiction, that this species of traffic, whether carried 
on by ianfXi^ mr txpreti ewenaOa, was an offence against the law of Parlia- 
ment, and, fn his opixdxm^ punUh^le as a misdemeanonr a^ Mmaioa lav. It was 
fiilly Within the power of the Hbose to provide any JjOmrt aiactauafomgainst 
mt^fiMm^tucit, whicbin thecomeof theoper^onof this meaBore might 
mbsa^aemly, arise/' 

'' Mr. Ponsonby, with considerable diffidence in his own opinion, when op- 
posed to die very high anthority of tlie Speaker, still contended that the ioaer- 
tion of the term ** exptm^ in a declaratory Act of P^Iiament, conveyed the 
Intedrpretaiiopi, tibat the penalty attached to express agr^enentsy and that all of 
Mtadircvlnatiura came iiP^wilhia Its operation.'' ... 
* '^TIie9pealKWC00Bl4w^» t^t.lh^Resplpitioasofthat^^ 1779 Inm 
IttUir^M^op a traffic casried on by^an ««|»liiri contract, and ^iUi^m heiawno 
reMon to opppie the propi»ed clause, :f» now, worded." 
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rorisociy so does it exclude bribery: for, though by gra^ 
iUude and'sympathy alone what may happen is — that a 
bribe shall in this case he productive of Ihe desired 
efiect,-^yet such is the feebleness of the chance, as to 
exclude (it should seem) all probability ; — all prac- 
tical probabi(ily, and thence all adequate expectation, 
of effecting by this means the desired purposiQ. 
Where the engagement is of such a nature, that the 
act of contracting it is a transgression against the laws 
of morality and political probity, who is there that 
can fail to acknowledge that the fulfilling of that same 
engagement is — not an cUonenunt for that first sin, but 
a repetUian of it ? If this doctrine be just and tru.e,-^* 
nay, whether it be so or not,<^n a case such as that in 
question, endeavours to idstil this antidote, into the 
mind to which in the way in question the matter 
of corruption has been applied, seem little in danger 
of being either deficient or ineffectual* 

Now, suppose uhirersal suffrage established, or suf- 
frage to such an extent as not to exclude ^au^/ri. Let 
but thi^ direction given to the vote be completely un- 
known to all but him who gives it, — ^a pauper — shaving 
no prospect of gain in the event of his giving it ip 
favour of the less fit candidate — nor of loss in the 
event of his giving it in favour of the more fit candi- 
date,— would, if the delivery of his vote seemed to 
him worth the trouble — would naturally, if in his own 
conception unable to form a judgment of his own — 
would, of course, among such persons as he beheld 
within his reach — look out for those, whose reputation 
in respeot of the joint qualities of appropriate probity 
and iippropriate intellectual aptitude, stood highest, — 
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from ifam endMTOinr to kara which of aH the pro- 
posed candidates was, io their opibioo, the fitte«i«*<* 
aod give his vote aocordmgly. ' Such wouhl be the 
case under the system of secrecy. How wottkl it be 
under Ihe system of publicity f His subsiltence*— his 
rery existence^— depends npon the (Measure of the local 
magistracy: his vote would be as absolutely at their 
command as the voting ticket at the command of the 
hand by which it ie chropped kito the box. Think of 
tiie proportion home by those who l^tready «re Id a 
state of pauperism, to those who are not yet fallen 
tnto that disastrous state. This vast pari of the de- 
mocracy would be eomptetely m the hands of %he re* 
movable nominees of the Grown. Yes :— *m the handi 
of titled Country Terrorists^ and corruptioa-eating 
and corruf>tion*hu6ti!ig Go^rt Divines^ ready to jota 
band in hand with faubble»bobble City CorruptionistSi 
for the protection of a commissioned associate, ht the 
habit of exercising to his own use, on condition of 
exercisfng other arts to the use of Court and Treasury, 
Ae ^^ useful"* art of ^ p&isoning,"' so long ae it ^ete 
upon such aod such albne of his Majesty V sii(i|eets, 
as it should please them to consign to conttmpc smi 
torment by the appellation of *• ate-^rinkers.*^ 

And thus l^ the new instrumentality of univer- 
sality of suffrage, if uoprotected by the necessary 
shield of 8ecrecy-*-thu9, without commotion or drop 
of blood shed, the constiiution would be changed; 
changed from its present state, of an ianpurc but not 
yet to » certainty altogether unpurffiaible mfatture, 
into a pore and ercr ufiaulendable despotism. 

In correspondent obefKence to one of those soltmn 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ordtnancei, which have been so often p&tsed for shew, 

— with the exception of the metropolis, at which it is 

kept collected in greatest quantity, all military force 

is, at all Parliamentary Election times, ordered at a 

distance from the place : as if for a troop of dragooqs, 

by whose sabres the mask would be so effectually cut 

off, and by any the smallest movement of which, io. 

this line of parliamentary service, the whole country, 

if fay any thing il could be, would be thrown into a 

flame^-^^-as if for any such imtruments of terror then 

could Yk- any the slightest demand, when, without th« 

stiiring so much as of a finger or a tongue, the object 

can be and is so effectually accomplished by the invi« 

sible and motionless spectre of terrorism. Thus aM 

guats strained oot» that camek may be swallowed. 

Such being the afeate of things, by what strange aeci^ 
dMlH^4}y what strange delusion — can it be that, i« th€ 
situation, in which so. vast a proportion of the whole 
body <tf the pec^e are held down by the indissoluble 
bondft of civilized aociety,-^the necessity of secrecy m 
the character of a shield to freedom^ in the charactet 
of a oecurity against spuriousmss of suffrage — ^at aivy 
rate under the joint yoke of Monarchy and Aristocracy^ 
-»«-caD have been made to conceal itself from «ny 
eye ?*^^Ia such a case, how is it that a man can itvoid 
sceinf^ that by piiWt^tljr terror is armed, by secrecy dist. 

A xnao ongAf^^very man Mg&^^^to sacrifice in 
every cas^^to sacrifice in this case in particular**-hie 
ewa f^ersoeaL interest to the universal interest.**^ 
G<K>d :*>^tii«ti we have aii antecedent. £i^, so he 
wiU.: thcare.we have the coAsequmL Well ; if ip the 
(MMqiwut th^re be any trntb, here are we already in 
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Utopia : no need of penal U»¥s ; no, nor so moch u of 
pennons. 

Call a man names — ^hard to any degree of hard- 
iness — slare^ coward^ or if there be any thing harder »— 
by any such insult will he in any degree be<tispo8ed to 
practise the self-denying lesson, thus preached to him 
by a censor> who himself is all the while skting upon 
velvet? 

On this occasion, as on any.other^^f, in any imagi^ 
nable way, without determinate and preponderant mis* 
chief, means can be found for reconciling prty;ate with 
public interest, and thus saving both from sacrifice, — 
can any valid reason be given why such -means should 
not be employed ? 

Suppose that, by any such expression of scorn, 
ninety-nine men out of a hundred, or though it were 
hut one out of the hundred,' could thus be engaged to 
devote themselves to ruin, — to rain, or though it were 
but any the slightest inconvenience, — how is it that, 
while the useful and desired effect might as completely 
and surely be produced without inconvenielice in acny 
shape, — how is it that by any such discipline the sum 
of happiness would.be increased ? 
' This shield) without which all pretence to freedom 
is imposture, — in what sort of situation could toy ob- 
jection to the use of it have found either origin or ac- 
ceptance? Only in one or other of these two: xXx^one is 
—that of a man who-^his whole dependance being in 
terrorism, in bribery, or in a mixtulre of both-^beheld 
in the freedom secured bysecrecy a bar to hi« desigtis; 
the other ^ that of a man to whom^^hat same situation 
exempting him from all such .sensatioii as that bf iear 
on ai3y such score^«-*iio UIm of atiy suich sensation had 
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tfver presentecf Itself a9 Hkety to have phcis, among tlie 
multihide whom he saw at his feet ; or, if it had, had 
btver dfheirwise presented itsetf ^han as a maHer of 
indifterence. 

In -eonversation^ eren, and that a confikientiai one, 
with Tk man now no more, ballot being mentioned by 
Boe as a causa sine qua nan of freedom, he made wry 
fbc^s, mutfered out the word nasty ^ and turned off the 
discoorsei Re was a patron of seats ; hif votes waver* 
ill^-;^ he wab a great landholder; and not the most 
p<lpHl«r atoefng kmdholders. 

Cairardfydogs t saidan eicpert swimmer, who having 
crossed a deep river at his ease, looked back and be- 
hdkl his companions, some of whom could swim, 
Kiagtfittg on the other side ; — cowardfy dogs / are nol^ 
yi^ aifaamed of yourselves? 

As ta any supposed difficulty with regard to the ac- 
conplisbment of the purpose, altogether groundless 
vrould be any objection on that score. With notori- 
otttf and iHidi^uted constancy is the effect accom- 
plished, fop example, at the India Hfmst^ In the sort 
of skuadoii here in question, should any inconvenience 
hm loond' t^atltend^ the mode there employed, others 
Bdlght arn4 Woikld be devised in plenty, every one of 
I exempt from inconvenience. 

Mo^^'no^ in^ the Invention of a mode by which the 



#, Yfi^^ b^.<%artelar» sa hath heta teen, eouM Uie rappMed im<^ 
practicability, of imititig freedom with ubiversality of suffiiagt , be 
urged in the character of ap objection— amd that, though the only 
one^ a conclusive one— against the giving any luch extent to the 

m 
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purpose shall be accomplished,— but ia the devUing of a 
mode, by which—to remotely situated as well as to con- 
niving eyes, the purpose shall be made to appear to be 
intended and accomplished, while in effect as well as 
design the opposite purpose is accomplished^ — ^in (his 
lay the only difficulty. Turn now to Honourable 
House, and in that seat of self-proclaimed honour^ 
behold this difficulty, after having, during a course of 
ages, been constantly surmounted, at last by miracle ren- 
dered for ever unsurmountable. Turn to Morning 
Chronicle Debates, and therein you nwiy see that, on 
the 6th of February, 1817, — the time of Honourable 
House having already for a whole hour been occupied 
in the organization of a ballot for a Committee of Se- 
crecy, — up, from the opposite side of the house, starta 
Mr. Brougham, and with the exception of one out of 
one and twenty, reads the names of the members, the 
choice of whom was to be the result of all this se- 
crecy. 

Gomes the next day, (7th February, 1817,) and, 
in speaking of the ballot, the noble Lord at whose 
motion this time-consuming process has been car- 
rying on, admits it to be open to the insinuations 
♦' that had been conveyed^ still however, (says the 
report) *' he did not think that the House would 

'* join in reprobating a practice established 

'* by the usage of ages'' No imposture which, for 
the delusion of the public. Honourable House had 
been in use to practise — of no such imposture would 
even the most public detection afford to Honour- 
able House any inducement, strong enough to en- 
gage honourable Gentlemen to cease practising it* In 







clxxix 

and to Honourable House itself, such is the portrai- 
ture given of the said Honourable House by a noble 
Lord, who, at that same moment, is seen occupied in 
the giving direction to it, and the intimacy of whose 
acquaintance with its true character could npt without 
injustice and folly be contested. 

Not the less pertinaciously maintaining by argu- 
ment the excellence of this " tuage of ages" — even 
the principle of universal suffrage^ ^* (it had been coa« 
" tended,*V be observed, •* by many) would not be 
'* productive of a fair representation of the people 
*< without it." True : but between the many and the 
07te there was one difference : the ballot thus advo* 
cated by the many was a real one ; the ballot advocated 
by the otU was a sham one. ^* High^'' in the tone of 
scorn and sarcasm, was the epithet thereupon given 
to the ** authority ^'^ by which the use of the instru- 
ment of freedom is thereupon stated as recommended : 
" high^'' as who should say contemptible. Now if con-- 
tempt there must be, where will be the fittest object 
for it to be found ? In the titled would-be impostor'i 
who knowing a practice to be a sham^ attempts to pass 
It off as genuine^ — or the untitled good man and true, 
who holds up to view as sham that which he sees to 
be sham, and as genuine that which he aees to be 
genuine ? 

For illustration, — the effect of ballot, as applied to 
other situations, presents some claim to notice. What- 
soever be the situation, and the tdtimate effect^ — the 
effect which secrecy has for its proximate result is-** 
the enabling the voter to give effect to his own mll^ 
to the exclusion of every other. This being true in 
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every case,— *in the sitwiioii cS a public traatee^ Goa- 
^der it in the character of a secority foe appropiiite 
probity :— a security for the faitiiful execttiaan o£ hit 
trust, in this situation', whMsoever be the nature of 
fehis public trusty and of the public interest^ for the sup- 
port of which the trust has been instituted, — in so &r as, 
in his own view of it, his own individual interest 
ioincides with such public interest, secrecy is the 
mode and the only mode, that afifiMrds aa adesyimte 
assurance of the fulfilment 6S the intended purpose. 
On the other hand, when (the situation in wliick he 
h acting being here likewise that of the holder ef a 
pnblic trust,) the dai^er is — that, in his own view of it^ 
the tendency of his individual interest % on the petnt 
in question, oppmte to the pnUic iiiterest*-^to. that 
pnblie interest for which he is in trnst-^, in %o maxAk 
that he thereby stands exposed ta the tamptal&oiB 
of sacrificing such public to his own private iibh 
terest) — ^in any snch situation^ the greater the puldi* 
eity is that is given to his proceedings, the atrong^ 
is the check, such as it is, the tendency of which is 
to restrain him from joining in such sacrifice: con* 
sequently, on the other hand^ the more entire and as-* 
snred the sectecy, — the stronger the tempts^on^ and 
the greater the facility aflbrded to such sacarifice*^ 



* In thid case, what may'perhaps be observed is — ^that, under the 
check thus applied^ the vottl to which he gives eflfect is noikuawH 
will, any moref than under the check applied by individual t eiro tf i s m . 
Thte: boti^rrthoiighitbnoihisowTkwin, itis theonlypn^^ wil; 
whidi is still better. To give effect to that will the efiectuation ef 
which is in the highest d^;ree subservient to the jmiiic interest in 
question— this is the cmly uUmate end : in relation to this iMmate 
txA, the giving effect to his owaptiome and individual wiO^ as govern* 
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Viom Imifer ia idea tlic 4>3iUot to HonowtUs 
Home ^^^jourmd nipfme ip Utopia, Jbr the parpoflB 
oif ib otderiDg mitlmnB 4hat on this one -occaaioii tbe 
pmctice of Honowrable House shall npt be taioted with 
imposture. Suppose at the same time a member, in 
whose instance dependance and independence pre- 
senre both of them the customary relations : inde* 
ftondoit as towards the swine who dare 10 style tten|p 
if Ires his oonstituc^itsi lie isdcipfendsifit— H:enstitiitv)n- 
ally dependant — as towards the JSmohwI of Jwige 
Blackstone. First, let the case be one, in which, — 
whether in his mdm^ial capacity merely, or as hiaxa- 
padtf of partner in the uniyersal interest^ or in both 
capacities together, — he would, in his own view of tb^ 
matter, bea sufferer by the proposed measure if carried i 
say a bad or needless tax:^^-^ the same time, were lie 
to oppose it, he would, from the resentment of th^ 
said Emanuel, in his own view of the matter be io 
danger of becoming a sufierer to ?i greater amount : jpi 
this isase, secrecy will in his instance operate — ^and 
that with indisputable effect — as a shield to appro- 
priate /irofo'/y. Now, let the case be one, in which, ip 
the same capacities, and ij\ the same eyes as before, he 
would be a gainer : say that of any one of the swarm 
of bills for the extirpation of. English liberties : apy 
bill, in a word, for the fastening, in a manner stii] 

edby his own private and individual huertsU ^ sopposed interest, is 
bot a means. Be tbe means what it may, that which the pubh'c ser^ 
vkc, in respect of the public mtemt in question requires, is — that when 
the means in question^ i. e. that which is proposed in the characteiF of 
a mescui, is really aabservient to the end, then it should be employed 
—when it is noe thus sabservient, then it should not be empli^ed. 
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more excruciatiag if possible, the joint yoke of Mo- 
narchy and Aristocracy upon the neck of the swinish 
multitude ; — in this case, instead of being a shield 
to appropriate probity^ secrecy would be a shield to 
the opposite improbity. 



$ 13. Exclusion of Placemen^ &c. from the right 
of voting — Mischievousness and profligacy of 
the opposite arrangement. 

On the topic here brought to view, something has 
been said already, in a preceding Section (§ 5.) ; some- 
thing also in the Plan itself: in each of these places 
something: and surely in either of them enough to 
satisfy any reasonable and unprejudiced mind : in a 
word any mind whatever, that were not led blindfold, 
either by sinister interest or interest-begotten preju- 
dice,; or by an undiscriminating regard to custom: 
custom^ that blind guide, to the guidance of which, if 
to the rejection of reason^ none but the blind submit 
themselves. 

Placemen seated by the King, with right of speech, 
and even right of motion.^-Placemen from all the de- 
partments of government, from which a demand for 
information can present itself— each of them n^r^A right 
of speech and motion — ^but in every case mtkout vote:-^ 
this is what is there proposed.* 



* Say, in a number equal to the average df the number of those* 
jsrbo since the Irish Union have bad seats in the House, — Artf^ and 
Navy OiBcen, nominated of course by the Monarch : Oficcra — 



cr 
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. Decompose thus in idea the existing practice^ 
though as yet it never has been decomposed in prac^ 
tice. Perform this operation, for yourself, gentle 
reader, if so it be that your habits and faculties are 
suited to the task: — suited to the performance of the 
operation ; or, at any rate to the conception and re- 
membrance of the result of it : — if not, turn at any 
rate from this section ; else, nothing that you will set 
in it can be otherwise than misconceived. 

Let there be no mistake. By nothing that has here 
been said, or will be said, is any such foolish insinua* 
tion meant to be conveyed, — as^ that to the possession 
of an office under the crown — ^accompanied with any 
such mass of profit as shall be found adapted to the 



notj as now> engaged in active service, thence in a line of duty, witb 
the folfilment of which, the fulfilment of that of a Member of the 
Commons House, would, if constancy of attendance, as hereinafter 
proposed were effectually enforced, be incompatible, — ^but veteraru, 
who, their service in their respective lines being at an end, would, 
. — to a body of professional experience superior to that whiclv 
at present, under the dispensations of blind chance, is afibrded by 
the average of all characters and all ages, — add a degree of leisure^ 
such as would not present a demand for any abatement from the 
most perfect constancy of attendance. 

These, attending^ of course in their respective uniforms ^— other 
official persons, in official uniforms, expressive of their respective 
official situations, and thus at one view presenting the sort of infoi^- 
mation which they were respectively regarded as being in a peculiar 
degree qualified to afford. Choice of these uniforms^-behold here 
«i exercise — nor thai it is humbly supposed, altogether an unaccept- 
able one — for the taste and talents of the Prince Regent* In the situa- 
tion here proposed, the use of an appropriate uniform seems jrather 
more obvious, than in those situations of a non-military nature, in 
which uniforms, it is said, are already in use. 
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nature of k^^-to the posseisloQ of any such sUioatibnt 
when 'Considered by iuelfi ivr^ nark of rejird^aUflO 
ought to be annexed. To the otsein /whioh U aperata 
with the efiect of a bribe— a regularly r<{>eaiexi brihft--^ 
to this case, and to tb:H alone, is every tbing vrbiob ha« 
been, or wil I be^ said of ojfficts in the charade^ of maws 
of the matter of ^c^mi^'pn, meant from first to last; tofae 
applied: No: — considered in its own jnaliiure: — condr 
dered even iq any connexion, other than that of the sort 
here in question, — €^e is no more a bad thing than 
»m^ is a bad thing. Closure pasaed on office Jthits 
connected, is no more a censure pasaed on office at 
large, than censure pasaed on a morder commiitcd fnr 
the sake of money with a knife, would be a cemureon 
the use of money or on the use of knives. Considered 
in this point of view, — ^and independently of the par- 
ticular tonnexion here pleaded against, — ^as it is with 
any one office, so is it with every other; — to no pac^ 
of the official establishment-^wbether among iboft 
parts in which the office is in the gift of the Mooarcb^ 
or among those of which the patronage is in any other 
bands ; — neither to any such part, nor to the whole 
taken in the aggregate; — has any thing which is her^e 
said been ever mieant to have any application. 

If theaitting in perpetual judgment over the con- 
duct of the several fonctionariea, possessors of officei 
in all the several departments of government — if this 
be not of the number of the functions properly belongr 
ing to, and, in shew at Least, exercised by the Gom- 
mons House; — what other functions are there that cam 
be said to belong to that same House? if, in «o far as 
exercised with propriety and effect, this function oF 
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tJbe Houseihasnot its use, — to whatgpod uoe^ ^ith what 
good efieot,^ can its otfaM* AiflctioD^^ali or any of 
tkam— 4)6 exerciMd ? 

la the titnatioo of those fonctioqaries, who, under 
the official nsime of JndgeSf are J'Udges aad nothing 
morey'^^an incident which of necessity has sometimes 
happened, is — ihat, of a suiti in which one of these 
Judges has been a party, instituted and carried 
on, in a jsdicatory in which his seat on the bench 
was situated* Of coarse, When the cause has come 
to be heard, he has been any where but upon that 
bench. What would his brethren, — ^what would the 
bar, — what would the audiencei<-:-what would the pub* 
li o ■ h ave thought and said, had he staid and voted 
ther^? If, inaword,thejiM<2^-/tfi^j«iiiprinciple~the 
principle brought to view by Bladcstone, for the purr 
pose of condenuiaiaoDr--and illustrated by the. story of 
the sinntuig and repentant Pope, who, in virtue of a 
sentence, passed by himself upon himself, was burnt 
alive,-^wcre on any of those seats, which are called 
bmcbts^ realized ? 

In the situation of any one of the tweb^e^ say rather of 
thtjiftetn superior Judges, — on the occasion, though it 
were of but one single cause, and that between indivi- 
dual and individual, suppose a man convicted of havii:^ 
received a6rift^:-*-by beuch,bar,audience, public — what 
^vould be thought and said of him, as above ? By the 
very height of its improbability ^r assuredly few po- 
litical suppositions can be more improbable) the case 
serves but the better in the character of a case put in 
the way of supposition, for the purpose of argument. 

Well — ^here, in the Commons House — in the in- 
stance of every member by whom a political situation 
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of any other kind, under the patronage of the Grofwo, 
is at the same time holden, thisjudica'teipsum principle, 
as above explained, is it not exemplified and realized? 
In any such instance — on any occasion, in whicb^ by 
any such member, in case of a division, a vote is given 
*-~the other situation having either money or money's 
worth attached to it — the taint oi bribery^ is it in any de- 
gree Uss strong upon the case of such member, than if 
a bank note — say of a hundred pound — ^had but just be- 
fore been received by him? received, under an engage- 
ment ^* iwjAied^' or (if Mr. Speaker pleases) ^^txpress"'^ — 
that such or such should be the direction given to his 
vote ? Oh no — it is abundantly mc^r^ strong: for, in the 
Section in which the comparison has been made be- 
tween bribery and terrorism^ this has been shewn al- 
ready. At anytime, at which a quarter's salary is 
put into his hand, — the effect of it in the way of se- 
ductive influence, is it in any degree less than that 
which would be produced by money Co the same 
amount put into his hand, (suppose him not in that 
or any other office) under a stipulation— nrvi^iVi 
or express as before — that during the next ensuing 
quarter, on every occasion on which a vote that should 
come to be given by the Cabinet Ministers, such of 
them as were in the House, his vote should be on the 
same side with theirs ? — Less^ did I say ? not it in- 
deed; but much greater. Why? — Answer. Be- 
cause, in the case of a bribe so called, — the amount of 
it, being on each occasion jfEx/, is on each occasion 
limited : whereas in the case of the bribe not so called — 
of the bribe received under the name oX salary attached 
to an office^ — though that one office and no other h in 
the man's possession^ yet in proipect^^^hy the side of it, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



. clxxxvU 

beneath it| and above it,— ^each with its emoluments, is 
a cluster of other offices— -a cluster boundless in num* 
ber and vaIue^*-for self and friends. 

In the highest — ^in the most comprehensive— ^in the 
in every way the most important seat of judicature in 
existence, — in the judicatory in which the lives and 
fortunes — the every thing — not of A and fi only, but 
of all the inhabitants of the whole empire — ^not to 
speak of those of almost all other countries on this 
globe — ^are, day by day, if not actually at stake, liable 
to be at stake, in the exercise given to its powers, — do 
the men in question,— in a number, on almost every 
occasion, capable of deciding the part taken by the 
whole House, and thence by the whole government, — 
as often as the conduct of the partnership to which they 
belong is called in question, sit and act, each man as 
judge in. his own cause : each of them, in respect of 
«very vote he gives, (I speak of those who to their seats 
add offices of emolument, from which they are remov- 
able at the pleasure of the Grown), each of them tainted 
with the matter of corruption; and thaij as hath been 
shewn, in a form, in comparison of which bribiry is 

purity. 

Suppose this told of a foreign country : — with what 

horror would not the state of government in that 

country be regarded ! with what; commiseration that 

of the wretched people ! 

Think then of the American United States ! think 

of the sentiments, with which, on so many accounts 

— and on none more particularly than on this account 

— the condition, to which we are doomed, cannot but 

be regarded, by a Citizen of those happy States ; 
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Slorm A£ udigialM in the famiit t£ Hs»iiowible 
<ieiitlciiMm:— at ihb page, AoM Us patience hai« 
lasted him thus laagr^amm, B#t ittiptolinbty, :go« 
the i>2tge oo the floor, «iid (Chen ibi loot upon it 
N©i!«r but of one ooaiple»]o»*-4uid that the pnrMt~- 
are his conduct^ his m/m*JMJ, or his motiims. Sdf- 
ngarding interest-^tfae metnie coneBpondkig to that 
interest — the sort of motive, on the general predo- 
ffiiQance of whidi over every other the wJhole species 
is continually dependant lor its very exastenoe^ — never 
for «iy such sordid motive can any plaoe he ever 
found in so Honourable a breast. 

A hundred to one,— ^'fbr want of the Indbit of exami • 
Dation, no tolerably clear conception has he, an any 
occasion, of the filings iffaetiM. by which his own 
condttct is determined: no tolerably dear conception 
of any thing that is passing in his own nind. 

On the present occasioni^-^supposing him able to 
*eodore any sudh task, as that of formiog a coropam>- 
tive estimate of the degrees of mischievous efficiency:, 
OS between cchrruption in the shape of brikery com- 
monly so called on the one part, and cQrrupihn in 
the shape of place-holding and place-hunHng on the 
other, — ^iD the following queries he may perhaps find 
some* assistance, while occupied in tint more inritmc*- 
tive than pleasant process. 

1. Whether, if on any occasion, in efiect or in in- 
tention, the measure brought upon the carpet by the 
Minister be vnscfua^uSi or the measure opposed by 
him benefidalj-^in which xase bis opposition in so 
far as effectual ts mischievous,' — whether, in any such 
case, — for securing, as ftr as dependisi uponvtrtes in Chat 
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House,, the produdioa of the mkcUefr-^aiiy means 
more efiirctoal Ibaa the sort of arrangomsBl ia qjnes^ 
tio« cookl be demised ? 

3. Whether^ ia the cms of pwashable bribery,*-*4he 
bribe being either in poasession oc ia profpecty^^-^^the 
rimntfMon, betireen the desired, md and the cfimittsi 
and punishable meam, cslUt in any degree^ be dbser 
t&aapi— or crea so doseBSr^-^ik the present case ? 

S* Whether^ ky the trnfinimiyi wfaidk ia the btibeiy 
case. lias not flece, aad ia this case has place^ the. 
strmiglh of the temptatioii^ or tlie praMiliiy of its 
being yielded to, is dnunished? 

4* The lifcg ysislionss witk. reg^sd toi the fgaoMy 
and reproackf irhich, ki the case of ; the brUtfy l»ve 
place,~^aad which in the present case findi their^phrce 
occnpied by haw&ur aad rsspict i^-^^t any rate ia t3ie 
breasts of the custonsrled aodiynreflectiog nmltitadej 

5b Whether, in thacaseof the bfibury^ this quantity 
of the matter if g04N{,w^peraiing, whether ia tltt: 
shape of money, money's woctht^ or any okher sheps^ 
ia the character of natter of corn^Aion,— *is not Jixtf 
and by being fii^ii'iHtfd? and whether)*— to the quauf^ 
tily of that sanwprecsooB nmtter, in the shape of of- 
Jicn^ and so forth, cafaUeof being held by himseli^ 
ar by connexions of hisaf ail sorts and siaes— ^relai^ 
tions, friends, dependant8~*in couatlesB multitudes- 
held by the aide oE>hini) underneath hinit and above 
Urn — his. own litnation being, at the sane time, com* 
pared with the momeat at which a bribe in the ordt*. 
nary form is received, a pemmunt one, and| aalem 
it should please him whole place is abofe all a pei^ 
tual one*-whetfaer» to the qwintity of this sane sednc^ 
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tive matter there be aoy determinate limits? ^be« 
ther, compared with that of a mass of the matter of 
corruption, applied and received in the shape of a 
bribe commonly so called, the seductive power of a 
mass of that same matter, in the shape here in ques- 
tion, — in the eye of imagination, inflamed as it is by 
desire, — ^be not as infinity to one P 

6. Whether, in the connexion, which thas by posi-* 
tive institution has been established, between the public 
mischief md the pripoie benefit, there be any the smallest 
public use?— the smallest public use,— -or, except the 
creation, preservation, or increase of the public mis* 
chief, any other assignable, intended use or effect 
than the production of the private benefit ? 

7. Whether if, in any of the imputations here at- 
tached to the monstrous conjunction in question — 
the conjunction of the perpetually accountable situa- 
tion with the situation to which account is perpetually 
rendered — whether if, in any of these imputsitiona, 
there be any thing really grievous to the feelings of 
any one to whom they apply, there has ever been a 
time, at which it has not been in his power to rid faim<- 
self of it ? and whether there has ever been a time, 
at which it has not been in the power of the majority 
of those who find their profit in the monstrosity, to 
rid the country of it ? 

8. Whether when, in a case of imputed delin*- 
quency, all other evidence, and that sufficient, is 
against a man,— *any other resource be left to him than 
the vehemence of the .protestations by which he 
makes assertion of his own innoceuce ? and whether, 
from any such vehemenMy the probative force of 
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such his evidence receives in the eye of reason any 
increase P*^ 

Suppose a prize offered, for him> by the fertility 

* Like queries, in the case of a Chancellor, supreme Juc^e in a 
judicatory, in which, immediately or through the channel of pa« 
tronage, he pays himself hjfees, the aggregate amount increasing 
with the aggregate of individual hankruptcy and public misery pro- 
duced or increaaed by xoar — in the case of the Judge of a Ptite 
Qmrt paying himself and Co. in like manner*-the aggregate amount 
of the fees depending altogether upon i(Mir— "Chancellor and Judge 
strenuous from first to last in the support given to war, by votet 
eloquence, and influence. Think of this, and then say — whether 
under a goyemment so formed, in looking for th^ causes of war*^ 
coBamencemeot and continuance — ^the eye need to Goni«y itself to 
any unmeasurable distance* 

Like queries in the case of a Judge, sitting in a superior situa* 
tiou, to judge of the propriety, in each individual case and in the 
aggregate, of fees received to his own use in a subordinate situa- 
tion ;•— and m anoth^^ place, with transparent yet ever prevailing^ 
fallacies on his lips» and flame and fury in his eyes, slapping the 
door in the face of every measure, in which the vast minority of the 
people behold the only possibility left to them, of obtaining so much 
as a chance for justice! — See Scotch Reform: 9^nd Protest against 
Law Taxes. 

TMnk as often as war— -and the causes and die profit and loss by 
it come in question — think whether in any company — ^private, or 
even mixt — it be a frequent occurrence, to meet with an officer, ia 
any branch of the military serrice, who makes any scruple of declar- 
ing his wishes to see war commence, or if already 'm existence, con- 
tinned : — ^and, unless it be in the article of frankness, whether there 
be any reason, for sopposing human nature to be in this respect dtf« 
fcrent id the ^ne of thoee situations, from what it is, in the other. 

If, on any such occasion, from general rules the inquiry should 
descend to individual cases, then would naturally come the questioni, 
whether in the individual instance or instances in question, there be 
any such known contempt of money, «s, in such instances rtgpee^ 
tively, to tfdne the individoat/case out of the geQeralnde». 
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of wiiose imagniatitmi that political arrangement 
should be proposed, which, with a view to justice 
and public utility, shoold be most flagrantly flagi- 
tious ; — to any purpose but that of corruption and' 
misrule the most grossly and palpably absurd ;— could 
any other be found capable of making a match for 
this^ Oh no: — not although every man who ever 
ggivc himself to pqlitica were to empby his whole life 
in tfae Maeaech. Suppose such a priae offered: wouid 
all the poetry, added to atl the oratory of the Right 
Honourable the Pt*esident of the Board of Gontroul, 
suffice IMm to wim it? — No,, not even though the 
QuaOetly Review and British India were left to then- 
selves, and the whole mass of his powers coocentratecf 
upon this one object 

A constitution, with this po'ison-r-slow, but not the. 
leas surer-in the bowels of it ! — ^Rotten» even Cromt 
the ikf» that this poiaon was iiq*ected into i^ mnfi* 
have been the matchless constitution, — ^rotten at the 
core — ^and, of such rottenness^ what we are now suf- 
fering is among the fruits* 

Asa^makcbfoff Utoj^^. suppose a CacBtdfMk disoo- 
veEtd and deserifaedr-^wotiid not filth iathts shape be 
a '^fimdttmentaljiature^' in it? 

For fear of the influence of the Grown in a relatively 
suboirdinate sphere, — ^Judges forsQojkh in certain GottKt«: 
•-^tboiig^ in oertaio Couffts ooJy—Judgesi in GQuitS' 
where yiMir of them sit together, though not in the 
Court in which the powers of all four are condensed 
into one breast-^Judges, in these relatively subordi-. 
nate stttHitUinfsi fi^^ ^firmly w^ tbek hMchesi^-rwliiis' 
on the beaohes asi» wfaidi Ifae^iiile of those aiea attd all 
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others depends, — ^the Judges, on whom the whole of 
the business depends, are thus kept — kept for ever — 
in a state — not only of dependency, but corrupted- 
ness .' Behold here another gnat strained out, while 
Camels and Gamelopards are swallowed. 

Search the whole fabric through, where will an end 
be found to this tissue of hypocrisy: — to this mixture . 
of sham securities and real mischiefs-^— of sham secu- 
rities provided, and real mischiefs fostered? — efficiency 
to bad purpostSj coupled with inefficiency to good 
ones? 

Hypocrisy ? — Yes : over and over. Gan any hy- 
pocrisy be more shameless — more transparent — than 
that which is manifested in marking Bribe-taking with 
punishment^ and, as far as may be, with infamy^ while 
in the person of a so styled representative of the 
people, Place-holding under the Grown is held in 
honour? The Place-holding held in honour? — Why? 
— -Even because the corruptors and the corrupted — 
the bestowers and the receivers of the matter of cor- 
ruption — ^have need that so it should be. Bribe taking 
marked with 'punishment and with infamy? — Why? 
— Even because the corruptionists,^— by whom the 
matter of corruption, together with the impunity and 
the honour, is given and received in that other — in 
that wholesale and so much more profitable shape, — 
have no need of it in any such petty and retail shape. 
By vituperating it in the shape in which it is of no use 
to tbem, men think to earn — and, if they do earn, it is 
without expense — the praise of virtue : of that virtue, 
the vice opposite to which has taken such full and 

n 
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never-disturbed possession of their practice and thteir 
hearts. 

LimU the mimber oi those pretended representatives 
of the peopled of these real representatives of the 
Monarch ? Limit the number of those public traaCees 
into whose hands, as sure as quarter«Kiay comes, the 
bribe hy which they are hired shall be paid f Limit 
the number of those men who, on the bench of Justite, 
as ofieci as they become malefactors, shall «it in judg- 
ment on their own conduct and that of their accom* 
plices ? Well : when, for the purpose of this limka- 
-tion, a Bill is ready for passing, tack on^hen to it a 
ridevy limiting the number of street-prostituteii, that 
shall be employed as Teachers in any Boardiiig*Schooi 
for Young Ladies. 

Once upon a time, and once only, — ^into one of the 
plans ot moderate reform, . peeped (it will^be seeoV— 
and with congenial modesty— a proposition for a 
limitation to this effect. Once and once only: nor 
does it appear, that on that one occasion, a propod- 
tion so daring — so innovational — so Utopian — so near 
to Jacobinical — found any one to second it* 

Oh, blessed Constitution ! that in which (for of this 
you will find men ready to assure you) business could 
not go 0% unless, in this way, deiinquentff — andthc»e 
upon the largest scale — were judges in their own cause! 
And thus it is that, in the mind of every aum w4io 
thinks, hnpeackment — the sole legal remedy s^tnst 
misrule— has been blotted out of the list of Temedies. 

* See section 16. Moderate Reform, &c. 
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Gjiye me a place — give me a peerage — giv^ me 
Court favour — I will pocket 10,000/. of the public 
moDey«— I will confer I have done so — and with ho- 
nour on their lips — proclaiming each man his own 
honour — ^Noble Lords shaU declare me innocent. 

Oh^ matchless Constitution ! — And so, in this 
matchless constitQtion — such is the nature and virtue 
of it-— business coold not go on^^^-unless^ besides being 
judges, each one of them in his own cause, those by 
whom every thing is done, were not,-*^very one of 
ibem, — tfar4>ughout the whole course of his service — 
corropled : corrupted in a mode of corruption, beyond 
comji^rison more effectual and more mitehievous than 
that of bribery! 

JLook now to the United States ! Look to the Gene* 
ral Congress ! see whether in that head seat of demo- 
cratic government, corruption in any such shape is in 
any instance to be found. What? does not business 
then go on in Congress ?-^In Congress, where, in the 
very last yeav that was, there was a surplus to the 
amount of zftnirthof the year's income, instead of, 
a de/idi, as A^r^, to the amount of a sixth?^ 

Take the heir apparent of a Duke (alas! poor 
Duke!) — take him, and, having seated him in the 
House of Commons, put him into a coloured sinecure, 
to serve as a substitute to aa automaton for signing 
papers: his hand to the papers, the will by which it is 
directed, together with the judgmmt.mch s(s it is, 
that belongs to that will, safe lodged all the while 
in another place. In this one picture behold the 



^ See above, section 4, p. kIv. 
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Anti-jacobin Triad — Waste^ Corruption^ and Opptis^ 
sion : Waste made of the salary ; Corruption, the pur* 
pose it is applied to: — Oppression^tht channel through 
^hich for such purposes it is extracted. Behold the 
lauded preparatory seminary for the training of young 
nobility to business. Behold a training school for 
young nobility, in the true Anti-jacobin style. Behold 
in the triiad the true and everlasti^ng object of Jnit-- 
jacobin worship. — Behold now the Regius Professor of 
Piety in the Honourable House — ^behold him — should 
any such blasphemy as this assault his eyes — behold 
him rending his heart — ^^not at the sight of the waste — 
not at the sight of the corruption — ^not at the sight of 
the oppression — but at the allusion which| with the 
help of Mr. Attorney-general, he will have descried: 
the allusion made to a something more sacred than the 
Bible: — to a substitute, which, with all-embracing, and 
blessedly efficient, orthodoxy, is put into the place of 
that old fashioned miscellany : — a substitute which, in 
the Established Church of Scotland^ a man would no 
more rend his heart about, than in the Established 
Church of Morocco. 

Reader, is the language here too warm for you ? 
Turn to the Plan itself, pages I4 and 15i there may 
you find the substance of it in as cool a state as the 
coldest heart can desire. 

In any language, warm or cold, let him who thinks 
he can, produce an answer to it* 

Look once more to the United States ; see whether 
in that seat of democracy— of representative demo- 
cracy — where swinish rulers are chosen by swinish 
multitudes — see whether, in that seat of illegitimate 
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incorruption and good government — any such monster 
ifl to be found, as a man constituted judge— perpetual 
judge — in his own cause ? 

O blessed constitution ! a constitution in which it is 
become a fundamental principle — became I say — for 
for centuries it was otherwise* — that, among those 
who rule, there shall not be a man who is not judge in 
his own cause! Can it be matter of wonder, that 
among men thus self-qualified for the function of ren- 
dering justice — men, — in whose instance the sacrifice 
of urdyersal interest to particular^ of social interest 
upon the largest scale to self-regarding interest upon 
lis own narrow scale — of duty, in a word, to interest, 
]m matter of constant and universal practice, — should 
not be to be numbered among those who are given to 
change ? 

And in this state is the constitution, which, in this 
▼ery state, on pain that shall follow, we are called 
upon and forced to love ! 

Say, Mr. Wilberforcc, how long shall a state of 
things like this be looked upon with no other than a 
smiling and admiring countenance ? How long shall 
reform, and not abuse, be the object of all fears? 
When immorality is thus operating— operating upon 
the largest scale — say what ia this world is religion 
good for, if, instead of ^ check, immorality Bnds in it 
a support? if, instead of a support, moro/iVy finds in 
it a substitute. 
. The man who, with open eyes, lauds the constitu- 



* Sec Section 15.— Bepreseiitotivei— Impermanence, &c. 
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tibn with these BIDS in it— 4ins circulating in every yein, 
and tainting every fibre-^the maa who, with open eyes, 
(and your eyes, have they not had time to open them- 
selves ?) — lauds and cherishes all these bids, say where 
is the sin among them all, of which the guilt does not 
lie upon his head ? 

. Sad— -O sad condition of human nature i Goh**' 
ceive, if you can, the enormity so atrocious, that, so 
as this one circumstance tie but superadded to it, vtz« 
that of its having been habitually practised — practised 
with impunity by men in power, and under^the protec* 
tion of the law — will not, if, by any strange accident, 
exposed and complained of, find in that quarter a host 
of inexorable and indignant supporters and defenders 
^n that of thie suffering multitude, alas ! with how 
few exceptions! — so many indifferent and incuriong 
observers, if not prostrate venerators. !«^Presented at 
first io its true colours, and by its proper phrase, it 
would not perhaps have gained acceptance r presented 
in an improper phras^ — dressed iip io false ccrfours 
— it passes without objectibnj«>-and j for ages after 
ages, the country is tormented by it * 

Ah! when wi lithe yoke oLCustom-^Onttomfthe, 
blind tyrant, of which all other tyrants make 'their 
slave-rah! when will that misery^perpetuating yoke 
be shaken off? — When, when ^ill Reason be seated 
on her throne ? 
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$ 14. Universal Constancy of Attendance — its 
Importance. 

I. Plan of this Section. 

Actual Btate of things in respect of attendance — 
Mischiefs from non-attendance, viz. 1. In respect of 
mocal aptitude: S. In respect of intellectual aptitude : 
$• Mischief by securing jgrealer attendance on the 
corrupt side. — Interests, by the play of i^vhich, the 
numbers in attendance are determined. — Inconsistency 
as heti^eea the licentiousness as to this point in this si- 
tuation, and the comparative strictness in other pub- 
lic situations. — ^Remedy from any exertions of indi* 
vlduala impossibie-^ut by reform the disorder incu- 
rable; the constitution already subverted by it.-— 
Abdication, whether not more truly predicable of 
Honourable House than of James the Second. — The 
incqrableness of the disorder, and the consequently 
incurable corruptness of Honourable House, declared 
by Hatsd, Chief Clerk of the House. 

Su/ch are the sub-topics, under which the matter of 
this section wilt. be found. 

Mischiefs indrridually seated — mischiefs collectively 
seated. — Tq one or either of the two heads thus dis- 
tinguished will be found referable whatsoever mis- 
chiefs can be seen flowing from this source: — ^mis- 
chiefs imUf^iduaUy seated^ those of which the seat of 
them being in the character of the individual indivi- 
dually considered, the nature may be understood from 
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and exemplified in the effect produced by them, in 
Che case of any one such individual : — ^mischiefs col- 
lectively seatedy those of which th^ seat cannot be found 
in the state and condition of any individual, indivi- 
dually considered ; but of which the sQurcey as well as 
the seaty will be found in the state and condition, into 
which the whole House, taken in the aggregate, will 
be seen to be put: — put by the use made of the habit o£ 
individual delinquency in this shape, in the cl)iaracter 
of an instrument of public mischief in a variety oF 
shapes : — an instrument of packings employed in the 
art and mystery of political j^dcAmg, as applied — to the 
securing, on each particular occasion, out of the mixt 
mass, a predominant proportion of corrupt matter in 
the composition of the assembly — and to the use made 
of corrupt measures — not only of each of them, indi- 
vidually taken, considered as applied to its own par- 
ticular corrupt purpose,-:r-but of all of them, collec- 
tively or separately, considered as employed in serv- 
ing as instruments of extension^ for the keeping out of 
uncorrupt ones. 

Confined to the individually seated part of the 
3gg*'cga^e mass of mischief flowing from this source, 
may be seen to be the slight view of it given in the 
Plan itself, as well as in the geiferal sketch given of 
the system of Radical Reform in Section 5* In the 
present Section, that more complex part, here styled 
the coUeciivefy'seated pari, will, according to the inti- 
mation above given, be taken up and laid open to 
view. 
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JL Actual State of Things in respect of Attendance. 

Instead of being what it is pretended to be — a cheek 
upon the power of the Monarch — the power of the 
Commons House an instrnment of misrule in his 
hands — an instrument by which he has been ena-^ 
bled to sacrifice, and accordingly has sacrificed, the 
universal interest to a cluster of particular interests, of 
which his own personal interest is at the head. Behold, 
in this state of things, the mass of abuse to which it is 
the object of parliamentary reform to devise and to 
apply a remedy :*T^an appropriate and adequate remedy. 
Among the requisites for the accomplishment of this 
object, is the detecting and holding up to view in its 
true colours, every particular abuse which shall have 
been found to enter into the composition of the aggre- 
gate mass : — every arrangement^ every custom^ which, 
in the character of a co-operating cause, may be found 
contributing to the production of the disastrous efiect. 
In the instance of such of the component abuses as 
have ^s yet been brought to view, notorious in general 
has been not only the existence and the nature of the 
abuse, but, to a considerable degree, the extent in which 
it has place. In the instance hfsre in question, the 
existence^ yes; and in some measure the nature of it. 
Not, however, even this entirely :-:-not, assuredly, in 
all their magnitude and variety, the evil consequences ; 
and, as to the extent to which it has place, infor- 
mation on this head^nformation in any tolerable 
degree adequate — is ^ treasure that remains yet to be 
dived for, in the ocean in which it lies drowned. 

For the taking and presenting pf a ^clear, a comect, 
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and complete view of the state of the House in this 
respect, during a given periocf— ^ay frdm the cpm- 
mencement of the present reign — the foUot^ing pre- 
sent themselves as the heads under which mattec 
should be collected. Sources of informatioD, the 
Journals of the House, the Votes of the House, and 
such accounts as are extaot of the Debates : accounts, 
of the meorrectmss of which, supposing them in this 
or that instance incorrect,— raoyt more than of their in* 
eompieienessf supposing them incomplete, as, unless 
by accident, they always are — no Member can have 
any moral right to make complaint, until be has 
done whatsoever may be in his power towards the 
removing^ in the one only way, the inconvenience 
in those its two distingqishable shapes. 

1. Number of dtgfSf on which, in the oourse of each 
ysary the House was sitting, and,, in it and by it, busi-^ 
wssy in some shape or other, accordingly done. 

a. Number of di^s^ in which the Speaker took the 
Chair; but, for want of the requisite number of members, 
(viz. forty) business could not be begun upon : — where- 
upon, the hour being arrived, adjournment took place 
of course. 

3. Number of d^s, in which business having been 
begun upon — the requisite number of members. pre« 
sent therefore complete — so i( was, that by the de« 
partare of Members, a deficiency in the number pre- 
sent, as compared with the numbea that should be 
present, having been produced, and notice publicly 
taken of it, — the business was stopped, and an adjourn- 
ment thereupon took plabe of course. 

4» Number x^ dtiys^ in wbioh, a deficiency having 
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M above taken places the buinest ifrent on notwith*^ 
standing; the Speaker sitting ail the while and be* 
holding the tleficiency^ bat no other Member standing 
up to notice it. 

5* Numbers of the Members on both sides, on the 
occasion of the several dmsians^ which on the several 
days took place. The list of these divisions, with the 
nnmbers, being rendered as complete as may be,— ^ 
then will come to be made a selection of two conttasted 
classes of cases : — one, in which, the importance of the 
question being in a remarkable degree high, the mtm'^ 
bers were in a remarkable degree low; the other, in 
which, the importance of the question being in a re- 
markable degree low^ the numbers were in a remark- 
able degree high. 

£• CaUs of the Howe — numbers of them in each year: 
with the numbers in the respective dirislons^ if any, 
which took place on the days respectively appointed.* 



* Of tbii body of evidence taken in the aggregate, the importance 
win, it ii belieredybe seen in a light continually clearer and stronger, in 
pn>JK>ition as thiff inquiry advances. To complete any such' task as that 
of collecting it, would require abundantly more time, not only thaa 
at the present coiyuncture, but moreover than at any future time, 
out of the small expectable remnant of my life it would be possible 
for me to spare. If, to any person who has sufficient leisure, it 
^ould appear, that, in regard to the whole, or any part of this 
maaft of information, the search would afford a sufficient promise of 
being produclSve of adequate use,— the consciousness of rendering to 
tbe public that service will be his reward : and if, for the purpose 
of enabling me to give to*the stock so collected, such useful appli- 
cation as may be in my power, he will have the goodness to com* 
mutiicale it to me by letter, — ^he will be the object of ah inward sen* 
timent of esteem and gratitude, in the breast of a aian, from 
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Remain two other topicsy in relation to ^ch^ 
any information, supposing it attainable, could not 
fail to aflbrd additional instruction ; but of which/ so 
far at least as regards time past ^ihe attaiiunent presents 
itself as hopeless, unless possibly in a very small 
number of instances. 

7. On the occasion of each, division, numbers abso- 
lute and comparative of place-holders and non-place-- 
holders. From a document of this sort, what would 
be shewn with certainty is— the number of the indivi- 
duals belonging to one species of the genus corn^ 



w)ionn no exterior demonstrations of it can, in the vulgar significa- 
tion of the word, he'qfuse to any one. 

Under such beads as the above, with the addition of kny such 
#theri, as may suggest themselves as promisiDg to be conducive to 
the desired. purpo^»-^be matter, . though it were but of a single See- 
titn^, 9)ight; \n the way of AQmpy, be of no sm^U u^e. SuppoM it 
were the last Session : and from thence the research might be pur- 
sued, according to opportunity, from year to year. Sopposnig the 
research carried through more years than one^ in this case, for exhi- 
biting such differences as^ in respect of ipeQibeni present apd other 
particulars, canQOjL but haye heen made by t)ie Irish Vnioa, it Is 
ipanifes^ how much the utility of such a procjsss pannot but be in«^ 
creased, hy talking for one of them a year anterior, and for another 
a year po^erior to that event. 

So long fis it may be my fortune to escape the doom with which, 
in pnoportion U> hi/s activity in the service of his country in this 
laborious and melancholy line, every man who dares to maoifeit his 
love for it, and for what remains undestroyed of the usefiil parts of 
its constitution, is at this time threatened— so long, in a word, as it 
shall be my lot to remain ajive, unkiQed, and unbastilled-— so k>i^ 
win every such coQtfibutioa ^d, in Ihe quarter to which it is con- 
signed, the sincere endeayour to make the most and the best of it in 
the way of i^« 
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Honist^ viz. corruptionriiUers : but, under the species 
corrvption-huntersj no precise number of individuals 
could ever be distinguished : under the influence of 
the ever attracting, and scarcely resistible, cocagne 
above spoken of, — the difficulty would be, among the 
whole remainder of the numbers voting on this side, 
to find so much as the single individual, who did not 
appertain to this latter species, and thence to the genus 
in which it is included. 

8. Number of members present at the time of the 
dirisioni compared with the numbers present at dif- 
ferent portions of the length of time employed in the 
debate. In ordinary tribunals, the two operations — 
oyer and terminer — being expressly included in the 
same commission, — ^and^^y^r being regarded as forming 
a useful, not to say a necessary, preparative to terminer^ 
— he who performs either of them performs both : in> 
this extraordinary tribunal, not inconsiderable (as every 
body knows) is the proportion of those distinguishing 
more than distinguished Honourables, who, regarding 
oyer as a useless formality, come to the terminer at 
once: by which principle of dispatch, a proportion-' 
able saving of time is effected. Quere^ on the occa-* 
sion of each division^ the number of these economists, 
and the quantity of the saving effected by each? 

III. Mischief s from Jfon-attendance : — Mischief 1. 
Mischief in respect of Moral Aptitude. 

Only by regard for regularity is produced the men- 
tion made of this topic in this place. - In the Plan it- 
self, pp. 21, SS, may be seen how, in the license- 
given to dereliction of duty in this shape, is contained 
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a stjhlicenscy — by which, wilhout daoger of shame or 
reproach in any shape, every man is empowendv 
wkhin any given space of time, to produce exaccty 
half the eflPect, which, within that same space of 
timci could have been produced by au uninterruptecl 
faeries of voles, given by him in stifiport of' a series of 
measures, not only corrupt but scandalous >-«i^o scan- 
dalous, and that to ^ such a degree as that,^^what<o- 
ever had been his wishes, — had he been present, be 
could not have prevailed with himself to abstain frona 
vodog in opposition to them id eveity instance. 

IV. Mischief l.^InielUctml Mischifif-^Defifiiemy m 
respect of appropriate IntelleUiud Aptitudfi and etf^ 
propriate Active Talent. 

. Probity being supposed not deficient, principally 
upon appropriate inuUeciual aptitude depends the pro- 
priety of the direction, givenf on the several occasions, 
to a man's vote: in the case^ where it is not with him- 
self that the measure has originated, principally tipoa 
appropriate active taiaU the aptness of the diatter of 
which his speeches are composed: in thii case certain 
it is. with himself that, singly or in conjanction with 
others, the measure has originated, on mteltectuai 
aptitudi^ as evidenced by the choice made of that same 
measure, and of the more particular measures, if any, 
including the occasional penning of written instru- 
ments — for example. Motions, Resolutions, and Reports 
of CeifmtV/r^^*-nwhicb, as being subservient to it, are 
included in it: but upon appropriate active talent^ ia 
aucHher shape, depends the matter of those several 
initrumentB. 
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That) io respect of these two so intimately coa- 
necled elements of aptitude, a general and predoini<- 
nant state of tnaptituiU is amoi^ the natural and na- 
turally unavoidal>le. effects of the whole system taken 
iof^ther^ is a matter which, in some sort, has already 
been Jbrought to view. . On the Que hand, necessity of 
hard labour in both these elementary shape* to aptitude 
io the aggr^ate shape in question; on the other h^nd, 
exclusion put upon.th/^ hard labour j and thence upon 
tht aptitude^ viz«by ran/^ and opulence: — of rank and 
opuleoife together, the effect being to put a man alrea- 
dy, and even to a greater apount^ in possession of that 
jojt of cpnsideratioQi which, but for these unmerited 
^Hlvafttages, might, in the character of an adequate 
rewardi. have suffered to extract from him the exer- 
iA0M necessary to furnish his miodj and in sufficient 
quantity^ with those same endowments. By rank, opu- 
ience» or connexion, is a man put in possession of this 
oflice: by the pride joined to the indolence derived 
fcopta the same sources, — is. he, in respect of the endow- 
noentaherein question, more or less disqualified from 
tbe^xejrcisiog,with any benefit to the universal interest, 
the power attached to this most important of all offices. 
. Of these tliree modes of entrance into a seat, con- 
uenionM that by which the^reatest chance for any to* 
lerable stock, of these endowments is left. Why? 
Becawe, in t^ insUnce of a patron, rendered such 
hy proprietorship, or by terrorism, — ^what here and 
>there will happen is — that, on failure of all persons 
.connected with him by natural relationship, some per- 
eqnor other shall, by the possession, or reputed pof- 
sessiop, of the endowments in question, in a degree 
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more or lefts distrnguislied, have been recommended to 
his choice. 

In this state of things, — ^to nten seated by connexion^ 
with the addkion of men seated by profession^ but in 
a more particular degree to ihe latter, — ^of these two in- 
tellectual endowments will such stock as is to be 
found in Honourable House be, genera Hy^ speaking, 
almost confined : at any rate, small indeed, in pro- 
portion to the whole number {658), will be the number 
of those, in whose instance, otherwise than in com* 
pany with the one or the other of these two marks of 
distinction, any tolerable stock of these endowments 
is found discernible. In that House, the term Coun- 
try-gentleman is it not a sort of by-word ? — is it not 
commonly regarded as presenting, in one word, a sort 
of character, the idea of, compounded of mental indo- 
lence, mental vacuity, and mental weakness? 

' In those two quarters then — connexion and profes^ 
sion — in these two quarters are the two intellectual 
endowments in question almost exclusively looked for. 
Well; and in those same quarters suppose them 
found : — what is the consequence ? The universal 
interest, is it by this means benefited ? On the con* 
trary, much more probably is it injured. Only in sl> 
far as these two intellectual endowments are in the samre 
breast united to the one moral one — only in so far aist 
they are united to appropriate probity — will the unirer^ 
sal interest receive from them any net benefit: — only on 
the terms of this auspicious union, will it so much a^ 
escape the being sacrificed. But, the higher the de^ 
gree, in which by the individual in question they are 
possessed, the higher will be the price which, at tl>e 
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constantly wart market^ of which C ■■ . r-Gei>eral 
is^ CUrk^ t^j will TetdhMhe higher, the prip^, the 
higher the teni|>tatioo9 lind the less the probability of 
resistance. 

In this state of thii^gs — the promiscuous multitude 
being by intellectual weakness prepaf-ed. for the riscep* 
|ion of mental poison— the select few, by siuistrously 
derived strength, for the injecting^f it^^observe what 
will be the effect of the cluster of arguments, compre- 
htqdibk under the common appellation pf the argu^ 
nuntum^asupirficie od^supitficiemh-'^r^fMS^ 
face to surface — ^appositely employed. Gorged wilb 
pablic money, obtained on false pretences out of the 
taxes-^hehcdd a many whq«e whole poUiicai life has 
been employed in helping to .give increase tp waste, 
eorrliptaon^ and the consequent oppressions, — sum- 
madmg'up, when the time comes, all hi^i powers, to 
the duty of guarding this complication of disorders 
against the only remedy : and the history of any one 
snob indiiidnal is the history of a clasf. QfM^psii 
vecipiiw^ ruipitur ad modum recipierUis^-^Vf% % maxim 
of the 01d*School Logic :-^a inaxtm in which more 
instruction is contained than can often be obtained 
from any such musty source. Of whatsoever is re-* 
ceived, correspondent to the constitution pf that by 
whx^h, or him by whom it is received, will be the 
effiitt. On a mind prepared by sound and manly la- 
atmction for the resisting ^ it, poison such as that 
would have no effect: but those with which it has to 
deal,, are minds that, by want of instruction, or by 
such instruction as is worse than none, have been pre- 

o 
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pared for yielding to it: institictioni by which the 
whole duty of man is summed up in the/' prostratioa 
^^ of understanding and will" at the feet of a set of 
men, tied by every bond that corruption can devise^ 
to those habits of self-blinded partiality, with which 
all prudence and all justice are equally and utterly, 
incompatible. 

The more attentively the stock of evidence, which 
the nature of the case, and the existing state of things 
affords, is looked into, — ^the more clearly will the ope-*, 
ration of the above causes of inaptitude be seen exem* 
plified, and their eflSiciency demonstrated* 

Look at the Debates : yes, and if to such a degree 
your patience will suffer you to draw upon it, Jook 
inio these same Debates. 

To so prodigious an extent, not only no mark oE 
active talent, no mark of intellectual aptitude— but, 
on the contrary, proofs, and, how deplorably abun*. 
dant ! — and that on the most important occasions — that 
of no such part of man's frame as the inteUectualfi has 
any use been so ihuch as attempted or endeavoured to 
be made. In the volitional^ with the passions and af* 
factions by which it is put in motion, in the volitional 
and sensitive parts alone, are any maiics. of exercise 
discernible. Vituperation— ^in the strongest as well 
as most unqualified terms that passion can supply,— 
vituperation, altogether unaccompanied by indication 
made of any specific grounds, for the opinion, or pre* 
tended opinion thus involved in, and indirectly czp 
pressed by it — such, with the addition of more or less 
of the matter of trivial /of^^, in its several shapes. 
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of wbieb a lut might be made out,* — is the matter, of 
which in general — and in a more particular degree on 

■ -^^ ■ 

* By an ingenious cultivator of the physical branch of art 'and 
icience, the cUmdf have been endeavoured to be brought under th# 
dominion of the tactical branch <^f logic. With somewhat better 
profit, it is supposed, in the shape of practical use, might the Uk« 
useful operation be applied to the congeries of political fallacie9 — 
those clouds of the mental atmosphere. — ^Take for an example of 
the genera, or some of them, suppose the following : ^argttmenifiM 
ad verecwuUam — ad qitUtem — ad tocordiam, sive ignanam'^ad 8iq>er' 
stiiUmem-^'^dfvperlnamr'^admctumf she Hmorem — ad odium — ad ami'^ 
citiam — ad invidenHam : Of the Clastes, nnd/er which these genera 
might be arranged — argumenia ad affectus — to the affections and pas* 
•ions as above — ad imaginationem, to the imagination — ad judicium, 
to the judicial faculty. Example of a set of species under the genus 
Ml odium: 1. Bad^design-imputer^ii arguments — 9. Bad-moHve^im* 
putei^% diiio.^^Bad'^haracUr'impuier'A ditto. — Varieties under the 
JBiuZ-cAaraceer-impitfrr's argument.— Imputation d eeipeq^-d ioei<H^ 
d consemaneis'^d cognominibui. 

A characteristic, which would be found common to by far th« 
greater number of the articles in the 'system, is irrelevancy: irrele- 
vasey with reference to the SDbject in debate. This character will, 
fit a first glance, be seen to belong to the class* or order, or diuieion, 
commonly denominated />tfr#ona^'/if«; to which belong two genera— 
the^argumentum ad odium, as above particularized, and the argu- 
mentum ad amiciiiam. 

One day-^by the sun of Reason, will all these clouds oPthe 
«iind be dissipated. 

Conceive in vision Honourable House, or any other place of de* 
hate, if any such there he, in which debates are free— conceive 
Jtherein a complete list of these clouds of the mind, made out and 
digested in the form of a Table :^eonceive the Chairman, his hand 
provided with a wand, to be occasionally employed, like that of 
Don Pedro Rtmo, in the service of ridding. the science, in the most 
expeditious manner, <^ all intruding superfluities. By a touch of 
this wand, applied to ibis or that article in the Table, might any 
Orator, whose speech being, as at present, from begittning to end, 

OS 
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the occasion of the great topic here in qaestion**-^ 
qpeecfaeS) Honoiimble and Right Honourable^ may he 
seen to be composed. With a degree of energy, |Mro- 
portioned to the dangerousness of the disease, and 
the salutary eflSciency of the proposed remedy, wild^ 
fisianaty^ impracticable^ mischievons, and so forth, ^e 
the imputatibns cast upon it, — gross ignorance, con- 
joined with miscliieTOUs madness, the attributes 
ascribed to the authors and supporters of it 

By the barking of a dog~hy the screaming of a 
parrot — might as much light be seen tlirown upon 
the question, as by this or that speech (and by how 



9Q many sfMclieft arc» compoeedof ekmeDto no other thui snoh'm 
ilisae—ifpcedicpy by the wbole amoimt.of tiiem ao much wone than 
ikolhing— by one such silent motion^— ^d without need of any 
such cry as Order! Order,' — ^be put to silence* C^xitiauing the 
vision^ conceive in HonouraUe Hoose> a Table of tins sort, and in 
the hand of Mr. Speaker a wand, the uiefiilness of whidb would be 
jather BMwe obnovs than that 'of any of the waiid$ and ^rf^sftidhr 
which are seen in other places^^of such an instrument aptly and 
steadily applied, what might be the effect ?-^A Meeiingf <^ which, 
with the exception of the quantity of sound employed in the giving 
utterance to Motions, and other instruments meant to be cmaigDed 
to Vn^eB and .J(mrfiais,^t 9uaker/ Meeting of the silent sort might 
serve as a prototype. 

Awal^cning from these visions^— of the set of fallacies above .ex« 
cmplified conceive the list completed and systematized, — ^hpwuse- 
ful, as wdlashow abundant, might not the instruction be, — which, 
in the pubfobed Collections of Jkbafee, might he afibrded, by a few 
-words in the margin, indicative of the generm and ^pecte, to which 
ae several /aUocief, employed in the course of the several speeches, 
were fo«nd to belong L In the shape of logioal instructioqj^.what a 
value might not thus be given to matter in itsdif so much worse 
lbS0Vsl^3^dcis! 
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sad k pibpoition of the wiiole iramber of speeches !) 
reported — and for the most part to no small advantage 
•«H» having issued from the lips of Hononrable 
Gentlemen, Right Honourable Gentlemen, Noble 
Lords-*-not to speak of Noble and Learned ones. By 
the votes of those and other inferioi' animals, is indi- 
cation given of the state cf'the will and the Afftctums ^ 
by the speeches of so many unfeathered bipeds, by 
whom sooh large draughts are drawn upon us for 
our respect) and so much sufferance brandished over 
our heads in the character of punishment, for the 
purpose of extorting from us that sentiment, or at 
any rate the outward show of it by these speeches, is— ^ 
the state of that same faculty, and of those same affec* 
tions, expressed and indicated: afiections as pure from 
all adqdfixture of reason, in this case as in those others* 
Let not'what is thus saiB be misconceived. Not to 
any such e£Fect as that of weakness In argument does* 
the indication here afforded mean to point. No: it 
is merely to t^e utter absence of all argument :'^f 
every thing which, on the itidividual by whom it is 
ottered, coidd have passed for argument. Opinion, 
ungrounded opinion — this is what we have from them :. 
nor even that in its own shape, but disguised in the 
garb of a mere expression of wUl^ mixt with that of the 
passion which produced it. And this passion-^with 
what sort of expectation is it manifested ? Eyen with 
thjs^ And this only — such is the height and weight of 
the authority of the orator, that by the mere percepr 
tion of his supposed self -f armed ixxApsk^niy will the 
desired direction be given, to the irrii^a/tV^ jqdg- 
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ments, of all those by whom that perception has 6eea 
obtained.. 

From what cause then this expectation ?^-*-Oh, from 
this cause : not only probity but wisdom are among 
the appendages of rank and dpuUnci :^~to him are 
known to belong these primary and only essential re*- 
quisites, therefore so of course do those derirative 
appendagecf : from the very causes of his inaptitude 
does he derive the assurance of his aptitude* Idiosyii* 
cracies apart, a man of t$i^ewty thousand a year will 
accordingly speak with twice the persuasive forte of 
a man of but ten thousand a year : a man who is ever* 
lastingly Noble, with some number of times the force 
of one whp is but Honourable. Such is the ejtpecta* 
tion of the man himself: and unhappily — soch is the 
force of inveterate prejudice — neither is that expecta- 
tion by any means so groundless as it is to be wished 
it were* 

y. Misfihisf $• — Mischief iy securing gnaUr 
Attendance on the corrupt side* 

A matter, which henceforward should be never ont 
of mind, is — it is only on the supposition of the ex- 
istence of a number of Members, in whom, — in a de- 
gree adequate to the placing of their votes on the se* 
veral occasions on the proper side, — the several ele- 
ments of appropriate aptitude are combined, — and 
these on each occasion in a number sufficient X6 the 
outnumbering of such of the Members as, by sinister 
interest, by interest*begotten prejudice, by indigenous 
weakness, or by adoptive prejudice, are stationed 
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onder fhe dominion of C- r^caeral and Go« 

—only on this supposition can any such copious at- 
tendance be any thing better than an object of compa* 
rative indifference. 

On this soppositioa, here once for all brought to 
▼lew— on this supposition, as in the character of a 
necessary basu, must be considered as grounded every 
thing which in the course of the present section rer 
mains to be said. 

In the present state of things— and, in a word, under 
any other than what is looked for from the propoeed 
radical reform — ^the existence of any such majority 
on thenideofiincorraption, {unless it he on this or 
'that extraordiDary occasion, oa wliich,^n the minds 
'tf die smmrkl eorruptionists, in sufEcient numbers-^ 
whether c0rrupti(m*0alersy er but corruption' hunter s^^^ 
it happens either to some particular interests .of their 
own, or to their share in the universal interest, to 
operate with such a force as for the moment to over- 
balance the force of their partnership share in the cor- 
ruption concern) — ^any such superiority of numbers 
on the side of uncorruption, presents itself as being, 
-r-even on the supposition of the most perfect and 
universal constancy of attendance, — altogether hope- 
less. Thence, the demand for the other proposed ar- 
ticles in the system of reform : for^ supposing this 
single one adequate to the purpose of securing the 
effect desired, the advantages expectable from reform 
would, in so far as concerns virtual umversalily ofsuf- 
Jrage^ be reduced to those above distinguished by the 
appellation of collateral: and these and all the others 
put together might, upon a fair account taken, be 
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found scarcely iafficieot to compeMate for the Mik 
of change. 

But, when: the state of iiiterie«|b8. comes ti> have been 
fully seen intOj what amongst other ibings wJil be 
Men is-*^that scarcely would therepugqanceptodufced 
by all the other articles ^put together exceed that 
which this single one would of itself be su|G[ciefit4o 
produce: and that by kio instmmeotdf iess^sogeocir 
than that composed of the system of radical refcnm 
taken in all its] parts, cpiild abuse in the oiM shape 
kare in question be excluded. 

Another memento which in this place itma^ beef 
use to give, is-^-that the state of things, the existtace 
of which is, on the occasion, ^nd inith^cjouraeoftbe 
ensuing obgervations all along i^ssttaiiKl, k-^hatthe 
<:ourse of action, to »hiich, on the part of the ser- 
vants of the Crown, the particular mischief liere ik 
question^the established course of trahs^aaioa*-<^ 
rendered subseririent, is more or less miscbievmis. 
Why? JBecause the effect of it is.^to secure to Idieir 
measures, be they wjiat they may, an undue advpn. 
tage: an advantage, the property of which, on eaoii 
occasion, i«;t6beof nousebut tothewroi^sideas such; 
and not to be capable of bdng reaped, but through 
the instrumentality of that mass of seductire. jst- 
fluence, which has been shewn to be in their iiandk^ 

Follows now m indication of the colUcibufy'sefdid 
portion, of the mischief produced byithe iuibit of jnonr 
atteadapcc in ka present shape; and asi ifidicatioR 
of the sinister intetest, by whi<ih ^hat iiahit k put to 
use and fostensd. 
Too manifest to heed exf^lanation or comoient is 
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thetinister HIterett whidi the Ministerial ieadors have, 
in the absence of Members, whose votes, — togetheir 
vrkh th«ir speecbev, if any, — would have operated on 
the oppf98itC;6ide4 

Sinister interest qf the <by— sinister interest of tfu 
SfssUm-^^ the sinister {interest here in q^uestion, 
theie tw9 branches stay be distinguished. 

Tfaeeioiater interest of die day is that which re- 
gards the business of the day: the fewer the adversa- 
ries present, not only is the victory the more assurisd 
before hand, and the more signal afterwards, but the 
time i;pQStfined in making, hearing, and answering 
speeches^ Ind the labour in making and prompting 
speeches, is by so much the less. 

In respect of neither of these sinister interests 
would the habit of absentation be of use to G — ^-— *r- 
Gefteral^nd Co. if the number of absentees were as 
gFf]at ift prop(»rtton on his side ason the opposite side. 
Uttt.ot this there is never any fear: the means, viz. 
tbecsiftisler mftaence which they have in their handfs 
beipj|;ideqnate*— not only to the purpose of securing 
cpoforpnity in case of attetKdance,^-but, for the pur- 
pope. 9t such qenformity, . adequate moreover to the 
mjcire difficult purpose of sjscuinng attendance. 

TJTPe it is thsit, hai this :inst!^nce 9s in most qther% 
whatsne^i^er )he Miniaterii^l »l4^ fpr the time, being h^ 
in f4sse^sim^; the ; ^^^^f(ton ^ide has jtt .prpspect 
)}ut, ^in.this cMe, between ^o^s^mVm and prospect, ^o 
mighty is the differentiev-Htbat, coinpared with so subr 
sjtai^4 an iiBi«tmB|Qntvpf COD^ as that; which 

thft.Mm^tfyhvm m their hands,: that which the op^ 
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position leaders hare io theirs is but Uttle better than 
a phantasmagoric image of it 

In the sinister interest of the Sessimi.noie more- 
over two distinguishable branches: the ^ffUieni or 
effective \ viud the prereniivi or difensivs. 

First, as to the efficient or effecHve sinister interest : 
it consists in the increased /aci/i^ as well as anainiy^ 
given to the adoption of all such ineasores as it may 
be the wish of the Administration to see carried into 
effect. — As the Session^ and along with it the season 
advances, the attractions of the Town diminish, those 
of the Country increase. The motives or inducemenis^ 
by the force of which absentation is produced, gain 
in strength ; and the number of the individuals^ in 
whose instance they are preponderant, receives con- 
tinual increase. 

If the diminution of numerical strength produced by 
the operation of this cause were the same on both sides, 
no such sinister interest as that in question, would have 
place on the Ministerial, any more than on theOppo* 
fiition side. But, for a counterpoise to the force of this 
cause of absentation, the Ministerial side has a power, 
of which their adversaries are destitute. With the 
highest degree of efficiency, as above shewn, the 
Cabinet Ministers command the attendance of the re- 
movable corruption-eaters of the inferior classes, as 
also the corruption-hunters; and this with a degree 
of efficiency, proportioned to the estimated value of 
their respective possessions and prospects. 

Of the nature of the defensive or preventive interest^ 
some intimation is already given by the name thus em- 
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|4oyed for the ddsignation of it. By the sacte cause by 
which certainty and facility are given to their own en- 
terpriMs, certainty is given to 4he defeat of all adverse 
]Dieasures oh the other side. OfaU adverse measures ?^^ 
Good: (says somebody,) hu whaizre they, these mea- 
swresy whkh^ with reference to the side in question, come 
under the denomination of adverse measures ? Answer. 
-—All measures whatsoever: measures directly ^ or spe^ 
ciaUy adverse — measures indirectly^ in a general way 
adverse ; — by these two adjuncts stands expressed the 
only difference. By every measure carried into effect 
by the adversary,-~by every such measure, — ^be it 
what it may, if popular, reputation is gained; and 
whether popular or not, power displayed. ^< There 
must not be two Chancellors of the Exchequer^'* — is one 
of the few sayings remembered o^ Pitt the second. 
. But, whatsoever assurance of ultimate frustration 
may, in this way, be afforded, — the same periodical 
cause of flight adds a further assurance from a still 
moreadvanUgeous source, viz. preyentire anticipation^ 
or pre-occupation of the House. Partly in virtue of 
the established rules of proceeding, partly in virtue of 
the majorities, on the habitual existence of which their 
continuance in their situation depends,-— «the mem- 
bert of the Cabinet possessing at all times an all-com* 
prehensive command of the aggregate mass of the busi- 
ness of the House ;-^a command, by which are deter* 
mined<^not only the choice of the elementary parts to 
be admitted into that mass, but the order in which 
they shall respectively be admitted, — ^admittance for 
the whole mass of their own measures is at all times of 
course^secured; admittance to the measures^ and there- 
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fore command of the .qmndty of iim necessarf fbt 
that purpose. This portion benig Xhvts suris to them) 
whatever portion might otherwise' be ocoupted by 
business not originating in themselves, it^ie therefore 
their interest to minimize: 

For this purpose three ex^dients present' tbemsehres 
to their hands. 1. One (which beiMgs hot to this 
head) is the deferring the commencenieHt of the sesdiott 
to as late a point of time as possible, in which way 
moreover the interest of the piilow is served at ttie 
same time with the general interest of corruption: 
s^Yf starmg off sessions : 5. Another is— the inserting 
into the whole length of the alloUed period/ on aa 
many pretences as can be found, times of reedMs 9S 
many, and each of them as long ^ks possible: sa)r/M»tf« 
mizing recess : z third is-*-the rendering as large as pos- 
sible the number of the days, in which, by the origmal 
or iAcidental £xilure of the numberlB made<requimte to 
give validity to the proceedings, the carrying oo of the 
business is prevented i say, maximizing benrren deofs. 

Now then, on every day, oh iHiiet iC mku tibeir 
purpose, that the number ofmeHAess tieoesBary to 
gnre validity should be present,-^by means of their 
official Whippers^iny it is evidently in the power of the 
Treasury to secure, and by droulartflettetsandword 
of mouth applications they accordingly da aecare^ die 
presence of that necessary number: dus oligect thos 
secured, in the same hands being likewise the legal 
powers of giving to the whole Session wkatsdever 
length it may happen to their puiposes to rekpiirei — 
on every other day it is therefore their int^resl^ as 
above, that this condAtion to vffHdity should r|»naia 
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unfolBllad, in sach sort ibat nothing sliould be done. 
From no barren day, nor from any number of barren 
days, can the siniater interest of C- ■ "r-General 
be subjected to any loss: because for any day or num- 
ber of days thus lost at ^njmterier part of the session, 
it is^ in his power to add at the posterior part as many 
M he pleases :-*-at this posterior part ; that is at the 
party-ae which the ratio of the number on the opposite 
side to the number on his own side will be less and 
less* 

By a conspiracy! on the part of the opposition 
members, to flock into the scene of action, in numbers 
greater than usual, on this or that particular day, 
what might now and then happen is-^he Cabinet 
Junto's being taken by surprise : and, in this way it is, 
that this or that thing might happen to be done, which 
coutd aot by any succeeding majority be undone : evu 
demeiot example procured, and admission thus giyen 
U> lights, which could net afterwards be extinguished. 
To obviate any such inconvenience, a sort c£ rule of 
€4mrteay has, with the concurrence of both parties, 
been established : viz* that no motion of considerable 
importance shall be made wilhout previous notice. 
In this rule however it does not appear that motions 
liamng fov their object the procurement of vg^cial 
evidence have in general been considered as included: 
hence an accident which is said to have now and then 
happened, is-— that evidftnce/which, in case of an atten- 
dance sufficiently full, would with the most inexorable 
effirontery have been refosed, has fay surprise been 
extorted. One mode of denying justice, an(I by far 
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the taoBt effectual, b ihe denial of die evide'nde nedet* 
sary to the obtatiUDg of it : the most effectual^ — be* 
cause by the mere production of the evidence, justice, 
io so far as depends upon ike tiibunal of public opinion^ 
will frequently be done. — Rule — general^ not to say uitt- 
versaL — Whenever, to a motion for special evidence^ 
dental is opposed^-^that denial has self-confessed 
delinquency at the bottom of it. By the trilnmal 
qffvUic opinion it ought to be taken as and for confess 
sional evidence, and that evidence conclusive : takea 
as cimclusive evidence^ and judgnurU as for the utmost 
possible amount of the thus concealed guilt pro- 
nounced accordingly. 

In this w^Yi — of the useful iiieasurcs which- other* 
wise might have been brought to maturity, some are 
prevented from being brought forward so much as 
itt the way of moUon: and thus far even conception 
is prevented: others, in the instance of which cour 
ception hais not been prevented, are prevented from 
being '.productive of the desirable and desired efifect.; 
and in this case, and in this way, abortion is procured. 

To the quantity of effect, produced by those means of 
barrenness and ahortion^ of which, as above, with more 
or less fiicility ihe manufacturing is in the hands of th« 
Minister, — ^is added that of another set of means, nei* 
ther the existence nor. the efficiency of which de^ 
pend in any considerable degrte, in any direct way; 
upon any exertion of his^ but the existence of which, 
together with that of the system under which they are 
bred, will of course find on his part a degree of pro- 
tection proportioned to theserjripe derived from them 
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by his OWD sinister interest. To this he^d may be 
referred — 

I. The avocations produced by the separate^ and 
consequently with reference to the public sertice, the 
sinister interests appertaining to the several profes- 
sions : viz. those of — 1. Lawyers — practising Lawyers ; 
2. Army Officers; 3- Navy Officers; 4- Diploma- 
tists ; 5. Governors and other persons in Office, in 
any of the several distant dependencies. " 

IL The avocations, specially incident to the situa- 
tion, of the Members for Ireland taken in the agg^e* 
gate. 

Thus, to t9c\x particular interest is the wwersal in* 
terest made to give way : and, by these particular in^ 
t&cfMM not only is absentation produced on the part of 
the individuals, but, in many instances, and to a no in* 
considerable extent, not only for the accommodation 
of individuals, but for the accommodation of a whole 
fM'ofessional class, is this or that particular business, or 
class of business put off. Thus, by means of t0rms and 
arrests f it having been originally contrived, by and for 
the particular interest of the Lawyer-classy that during 
certain periodically-recurring portions of every year, 
denial of justice should have place,— so it is, that for 
the incidental accommodation of this or that individiu^ 
partner in that separate and sinister interest, the whole 
business of the nation is moreover incidentally put off. 
And, forasmuch as in their situation of corruption- 
^aterSf among Lawyers, the Grown Lawyers — essen- 
tially acting partners in the firm of G . r-Gcneral 
and Go.— are constantly in the number of the iQem* 
hers, — while corruption^hunters zre naturally more hu* 
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memm on the prosperous tliaii on the uoprosptrous 
side of the House, — ^here may be seen another advan-* 
tage, ifhieh the great sinister linterest* of G — •— — r- 
General and Go. draws to itself from the closter of 
lesser interests with which it is sfirFonnded. 

VL InteristSy by th pUof of which the nvmbers of 
Members present are determined. 

As in the physical, so io'this psirt of the pdUtieal 
world, by the- conflict and coniprfessore between the €€n- 
tripelal and r<?ttfn/ii;gar forces is at each instsuit, the 
locus of the several objects in question determined* 

L In the physical wotld havebeeik obeerred phytfcal 
oiirMctiofp ^nd repulsion; to whicfa,^ fay inference and 
supposition have been added ^prtmapdl impidsti 

In this pan of the politick worlds behdld as ana- 
logous counterparts, analogoiis to thiose of the piiy- 
sieal world, mor^il attraction' and repukioh.: imtrtav 
ment of moral attraction VinA desire^ pleasure /^ pten- 
ductive of a corresponding interest^ and operating in 
the character of a mOftW; iQslarument of moral rr/m^ 
sion^ pain;^ productive' als^ of a cbrresponding'^di'- 
tere^ and desire; and, though in a direction opposite 
to that just mentioned, operating also in the character 
of a motive, and capable of opersting with snnch 
greater force. 

First as to centrijugal interests : for, as ahoveisach 
- ■ - ■■ - ■ - — . ■ - - — ^^^^..^_^_^^^ 

* For correctness, include in the impdrtofthe wctrd^kamfep'ot 
raliher add thereto, its^quivilemt in a m^etioe Axfrn, m. mtw^in 

t Include in Ulce manner^ or add, its equivalent in a fugati»e 
ahape, viz. Iom ofpka$ure. See l^rings qfActiofi Tabled 
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for shortness may be the term employed for the desig- 
nation of that class ^f interests, the force of which, as 
applied to this part of the political world, operates in a 
fm/r(/ifgaf direction, as sdi>ove explained: interests, the 
tendency of which is constantly, and the effect but 
too frequently, to reduce to the state of an exhausted 
receiver the condition of Honourable House : to pro- 
dace a vacuum^ of which, in the case of any receptacle 
of the physical kmdf it might not be altogether easy to 
produce so perfect an example. On the one hand, mis^ 
^ellaneaus interests — on the other hand, ministerial in- 
terest— ^interest peculiar to the ministerial side of the 
Honse^ but more particularly to the case of such of the 
leading members whose station is on that side. Of the 
first operation by which the class of centrifugal in* 
terests requires to be diTided, behold, in the sub-classes 
thus distingoished, the two results* 

Among nnseellaneous interests may be distin^ 
gtitshed-— on the one hand interests of universal opera-* 
fiofr^nterests incident to all men as mm^-say for 
shortness, universaUy operating interests — on the other 
handy interests peculiar to profession or ojffiee — sayj^ro- 
fpssianal inlerests — ^interests of the professional purse; 
in some cases interests of the counting-house : and so, in 
the case of office, official interests ov interests of the offixe^ 

For the desi^tton of all or any of these particular 
interests, in so far as with reference to that portion of 
the risible business of which the House is the seat, it 
happens to them to operate in the character of avoca- 
tions, may be employed the appellation of centrifugal 
or house-charity intei^ts. - 

To the head of interests common to all men as men^ 
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may be referred — 1. taterest created by the aversioato 
lilbopr — say interest of the fdllaw: i. Interest inci* 
dtntally created by misoeUaneous private basiness^ 
say Interest of the closei : 3. Interest created by the 
love of pleasure taken in the aggregate: — ^the tendency 
of ihe sort of interest in question being in this case 
sinisUr^ say accordingly interest of the cup of Ciree^ 

IL Next and lastly, as to centripetal interests: — 
ho^se'fiUing interests they cannot be styled : for, so it 
is that on no one day was the House ever filled by 
them. 

. But for this or that particular interest, operating i» 
the character of a centripetal force — operating in a 
direction counter to that of the above*indicated ceft- 
tfifugal force— operating in a direction opposite to 
that in which ihe force of the above-mentioned con- 
federacy of sinister interests acts, as above— -operating^ 
in a word, in so far as they are eflrective,ia such sortas 
to produce attendance, — the House wonld of course 
constantly, as in fact and experience it is so fre- 
quently, be a deserts 

Miscellaneous interests, — ministerial interest, — ^ia ' 
this may be seen a division, which, as it has served for 
the cause of absentation tnay with like propriety and 
convenieqce be employed for the marshalling of those 
counter- causes by which a limit is set to the operation 
of the above repulsive cause. 

To the head of miscellaneous house-peopling causes^ 
may be referred — 1. the hope of strengthening a man's 
own interest : i. e. preserving or raising the man's sta* . 
tion in the scale of public repute : of public repute^ , 
wjbiether on the gi:ound of appropriate aplitttdey with 
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reftlreiice to the situation, or on the mere ground of 
the power aild nfmtatiim dependant on it.-^S. Hope 
of Sirring a friend: u e. rendering good offices to thd 
mdividual, or class of men in question ; whether 
through sympathy, or in hope of return in the like 
shape. — S* Hope of serving thepariy^ viz. to which, if 
to any, for the time being it happens to the individual 
JD question to have attached himself. 4* Hope of 
witnessing an interesting debate : say, in this case, in* 
terest of the amphitheatre. 

Well: — and in the whole list of the official causes of 
attendance — in the whole of the entire list thus professed 
io be made out — is no place to be found for that cause whick 
eonjists in a sense of duty? — Candour/ wfuU is become 
ef candour? — CharUyt what is become of Christian 
charity ? Answer. By neither of these virtues is mis- 
representation iti any degree or shape prescribed. 

If, in any degree capable of being taken into ac- 
count, any such virtuous motive had place,— 65S be* 
iDg the number of the members, in whose instance the 
right in effect, and in name the duty of attendance has 
place, — no such phenomenon as that of the House in 
the state of a desert would on any day have place. 
Unhappily, • in fact and experience, not a Session 
perhaps was ever seen, in which a number of such 
laiitversally assumed holidays Were not seen to have 
had place^ in that high school of self-lkensed truant- 
ism and indiscipline. 

Among the efficient causes of attendance, remain! 
diose interests, the operation of which is confined to 
the mimstarial side of the House : those interests, of 
the operation of wfaiph one part of the effedt ha^ 
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already been sera under .the head of Mischief $^ 
Misskief by securing greater attendanoe on, and g^reater 
effect tO| the corrupt side. 

By the subordinate, as well as the superior, official 
situations, may be seen shared the interest of the sceptre 
in its three distinguishable formsi viz. 1. Interest cor* 
responding to the present /itnimr^ of power — ^pleasure 
derived from the present possession and exercise of 
power* — 8. Fear of losii^ it, or seeing it decrease.— » 
3« Hope of giving increase, or at least stability to it 

In the instance of those, by which the superior si- 
tuations — say^ for greater distinctness^ Aq Cabinet situa- 
tions — ^are occupied, this interest of the sceptre suffices 
for the most part — suffices, without any such fear asi 
that of eventual puni3hment in the shape of dismissioa 
— to secure, in a state of tolerably hdiitual oon* 
stancy, the fulfilment of the duty of attendance^ 

In the inferior situations, — but for the wholesome 
fear last-mentioned, insufficient to secure the bearing, 
of this burthen with any tolerable degree of conatan- 
cy, would be all the sweets of office. Therefore it 
is, that, for securing the production of so indispedf* 
sably necessary an effect,-^to the general fear of being 
deprived of these sweets by casualties applying, to 
the whole party, is, and cannot but4>e added the spc-* 
ci^lfear, of being eventually deprived of them: de«« 
prived of them, even by the superior auid regularly pro- 
tecting hands, should any inexcusaUe degree of weak^ 
uess be manifested, in respect of those exertions ef self- 
denial, which are neceisary tothe opjlosing an effectual 
resistaiice to the attractions pnosented by the interest ei 
(iirfe's o^-^with or wilhoutthoseblhertnterestSiwhieh 
have been stated as operating in conjunction with it* 
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JBtttif, even in the case of actual corrupHon'^eafers 
— of those in whose instance those sweets are already 
in possession, thns faint and unsteady is the operation 
of those causesj by which a tendency to attendance is 
produced^ — judge how much fainter and fainter it can- 
not but be, in the several more and more remote situa- 
tions— -of corruptiim-hunters attached to corruptionr 
taUrs in possession, and oorroptionists who are such but 
in expectancy*— considered in their several continually 
receding situations, viz. of those imaginary corrupt 
Hcn^eaters in chief----of imaginary eorruptian-eaters in 
subordinate situations — ^and of those imaginary corrupt 
ttcnrhuviirs^ whose melancholy station is at the for* 
thest point of distance. 

In the plan in question, as in every other^ to the 
particular cluster of interests, which spring out of 
^M own particular situation, in the instance of every 
man is added the share be has in the universal interest. 
But, by this interest alone, unaided by any of these 
others, would the House, with any tolerable degree of 
regularity, be supplied with a number sufficient for 
the carrying on of the business ? for the carrying it on 
in any manner whatever, good or bad ? The answer 
is already given. Not even with the aid of all these 
separate particular interests is the effect produced, 
much less by the single power of the share thus 
possessed in the universal interest. 

Not that, in default of all these other interests, pro- 
duced as they are by the existing causes, — the machine 
of state would be in any great danger of falling to 
pieces : kept together in scAne way or other, no (bar but 
diat*in that case it would be. Kept togethtf ; but how? 
For its immediately operating cause or causes the 
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effect would have an interest, or cluster of idterntSi 
created for the purpose. 

Of such factitious ioteresti or cluster of interests, 
would you see an example ?— look to the House of 
Lords. For the giving exercise to that branch of the 
supreme power, — which is so useful, not only to the 
iiigh branch, by which it is exei'cised, but to one 
fitiil higher,-wArtf# is the number of persons that ha« 
been made neassary; — ^three, and no more the number 
that has been made sufficient Now, of what persons 
this triady is it composed ? Answer. Of the Lotd 
ChanceUor^oi the Noble Chairman of CotmiHees— 
and of a Prelaie-^-out of the thirty prelates. Right 
Reverend and Most Reverend, some one by whom the 
blessed comforts of religion have just been adminis* 
tered to the 4iongregation so composed. And, of the 
care, thus taken by each, of his own share in the uni* 
versal interest, what in these several cases is the im^ 
mediate cause? In the instance of the Lord Chan- 
ceUor^ his ofi^ce of Speaker, with the mass of emolu- 
ment in the shape of salary, fees, and patronage, 
attached to it:— in the instence of the Noble Ckair^ 
roan of Committees^ his salary with its et cateras. Re- 
maiijis the Prelate — the only person of the three, for 
whose benefit, to pay him for the care thus taken by 
hiipself of himself, no special immediate interest is 
created — created in manner as above at the expense of 
swinish multitude. Obvious h here the contrast, 
with the sort of injustice which it involves. In ex* 
cuse for such an irregplarity all that ican be pleaded is 
— that the number of the Right Reverend and Most 
Reverend, persons th9s loadedr-£6glish and IrUh 
together—being thirty, a thirtieth part of the.«im^ ^j 
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the whole Session measures the quantity of the load 
ihus imposed upon any one of them, without speelat 
recompense. 

From the example thus exhibited in a sphere of su- 
perior dignity » — learn, as above, the mode, in which in 
the similar, howsoever inferior, sphere in ^uestion^ the 
immediate interest, necessary to the preserving the 
fliachine from falling to pieces, would, in the hyjpo^ 
Chetical case in question, he created. Power withoul^ 
obligation in the regions above — obligation without 
power in the regions below — such is the scheme of 
division and distribution appointed and carried into 
effect To the Dives's, the good things ; to the Laza- 
rus^s the evil things. Propose that, in any such his 
high situation^ Noble Lord or Honourable Gentle- 
man ffhould stand engaged thus to take cars of his own 
interest without being paid for it, — ^Noble Lord or Ho*' 
nourable Gentleman would stand aghast at the in- 
justice* 

VI. Inconsistency of the JVon^attendance ad libitum in 
this^ in comparison with the inJUspmsqble Attendance 
in other Offices. 

This, unless thajt of the Monarch be excepted, beyood 
comparison, the most important of all offices — the very 
office, under the eye of which the business of every o.ther 
office, without exccption^is liable to b? brpught for pen- 
sure: this— of all offices in virtue of which auy business 
at aUis done — (for sinecures, acknowledged in that cha- 
racter — sineoires, whether /^q^n^ ot sacred, arc not 
here in question)— this, of all offices of butitiess, thd 
office in which neglect of duty is ^t the same time 
more extensive — ^more habitual — ^more constant-^— more 
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manifest^-xnore maoifestly aiiscbievous--^more scan- 
dalous than in any other? — A sort of riddle this: 
but the solution comes along with it. Power supreme : 
power unincumbered with obligation : — ^situation irre- 
^onsible : — in these few words and phrases behold the 
aolution of it. 

Look at the situation of the twelve Judges C'^-look 
at the situation of the eleven Masters in Chancery. 
Look at the situation of the Commissioners of the 
Customs : — look at the situation of the Commissioners 
of the Excise z-r-look at the situation of Commissioners 
of the Navy : — ^in all those offices, so comparatively 
narrow in respect of their field of action-^so inferior 
in respect of the extent and importance of their. bu* 
siness-^where will you see any thing like hi 

In the situation of Member of the House of Com- 
mons may a msui remain for a whole Parliament: aq 
efficient obligation for so much as a. single day*saltea« 
dance — sees M. P. written after his name, — sw^ggers^ 
and franks letters: — throws upon the shoulders of 
the swinish multitude the burthen of payment for his 
private correspondence. This and more is.. what in 
that public situation.a man may do for his private be- 
nefit, without rendering to the public, in any^hape 
whatever, an atom of service.* Gall of tf{e House : — 
yes: if so it be that he is within call, and grudges ^hc 
trouble of sending a false excuse. But more on this 
head a little further on. 

^ " . ' . 1 ' I » jj i 1 II 

* &»€ fifty or stxiy ytam ago/ sttt for Etet a Mr. Luther. Re- 
port of the tiaie> 3OJ0OOL the expease: staid out hit;ti« m •ev«ii 
years, and but once ip the whole time took his setO;. .Antbis caoDjO^ 
but be more particularly known to Mr. Conycrs. 
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In one point of view more flagrant k thiaafaMe^ tren 
thsiQ sinecurism- . By sinecurist^ at 8iicfa,.iiot)iiagatall 
is dooe : nothitig ift there that, so long as that title be^ 
longs to him, can be clone by him. But if not any 
thing at all, so neither can any mischief be done by 
him.— Thus as with sinecurist. — How is it with Ho- 
nourabh Gentkman f For no one ^o^if purpose Is he 
un4er any [obUgaiian whatever, to bestow a single mo- 
ment of aitendasice: while, for all ia<f ^purposes, be 
may attend as often as he pleases. 

Sinecures professed being thus disposed of^ look 
through the <whcile scale of oflBice :-*«4>egih at the hot* 
torn, end at the top; see whether at any one point in 
it any such monstrosity is to bt found* 

Look at ^eExcismMn* Were but a small part of 
that truantism which is committed by Honourable 
Gentleman manifested by the Exciseman, dismiraion-^ 
(unless he had good borough-(interest)-«-dismission 
would be his portion, nor that portion undeserved^ 

Sptak oftne m the same breath with a feli(w such as 
that ? (cries HonaunAle Gentleman^ swelling, strutting, 
and making up to the glass, to view himself) : — com- 
pare meio anEuiseman? — a man of my " propertv?^* 
— « inan of my " infliuence y' and that «* influence^'* aU 
qf it so legitimate? Chair! Chair! Look to the 
Chair ! Sir, is it not UgiHmate? JtloH yofa not ttM 
us so? 

Oh yeSf Sir! all of it legitimate y the influence of 
your property^ if so it be that your have any ^ and that 
property of iheright sort* But this property ofyiursi 
is ii^^. the righlt sortf^^s it of any sort?*^^4Vas'it 
roAlly 'iy prpperty that you forced your wty in-^^^^^wae 
. it not by conmsxion ihat you crept your wdy in.^^^ 
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und whaison^er it was that brought you in, art you 
now reaUy worth a groat f J^o : nor yet half a groat, 
if your name be Sheridan, or . . . . But for proPing the 
gpecies here, one name is enough. 

An Exciseman! Compare you to an Exciseman f 
Sir^ if your tUle to respect were as sure as that of an 
Exciseman^ much surer would it be than it is. Of an 
Exciseman two things are sure to be true: I. that in a 
shape a^opriaie with reference to the situation into 
which he has procured himself to be placed, hs possesses in 
some degree the connected qualifications of appropriate 
intellectual aptitude^ and appropriate active talent j for 
without them he could not be what he is : Si. that, by meisns 
of these same endowments, service to the public is— in a 
certain shape, and a certain quantity — actually rendered by 
him. In his instance, both these good things are sure to 
be true : — in yours, .which of them? — Sir, neither the 
one nor the other : no^ nor any other whatsoever. 

Up now to the opposite end of the scale. Life up 
your eyes to the Mron^? :-~behold the man that sits on 
it* In principle or practice, even in that situation, is 
any such monstrosity to be found ? In that situation, 
few, .assuredly, if any, who, if asked, would deny, 
diat in their ever legitimate situadon, the power be- 
longing to it is a trml. Here, in this country, by our 
^mn Mmarch, by our Prince Regent, in so many word»-« 
while Fox was the word of words — ^was it not declared 
to be ? 

So much for principle. But, here in this case — 
what unhappily is not true in every case — we have not 
only acknowledged principle, but in some degree even 
accordant practice. To papers upon paperp does the 
Afonarch give his signature: to papers, not for hi» 
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own benefit merely, but for the peopled likewise : to 
papers to which bit signature must be given, and is 
given, or the machine of the state would fall to pieces: 
to papers for every body's use : not like Honourable 
Gentleman's signature, for his own use, or that of 
his own connexions merely, and to save them the 
expense of postage. 

Let there be no misconception. Mark well the point 
that is here in question. Not the quality^ not the good* 
ness^ not the value^ of the Service performed — ^but the 
fact — the mere fact — that service ij performed: not 
the propriety of that, which, in cases of attendance is 
done, — but the fact — the mere fact— -of the attendance; 

VIII. Ivdividual Delin^punts blameless — who 
blameabU. 

Of the view thus given of the state — ^not of the 
represenioHoth'^fkoi even of the misrepreseniafion-^hut 
of the non-represetUation— the habitual and established 
non-refjresiniaiion — together with the causes by which 
k is produced, what is the practical object? On in- 
dividuals, — considered in the character of persons, in 
whose breasts, on each or any one of the particular 
days appointed for business, by sermons as from a 
pulpit, — to any such effixt as that*of producing a strict 
fulfilment of the duty here in question,— any such sense 
as what is called a sense of duly^ may, on any reason* 
able ground be expected to operate ? No, no, indeed: 
as well to the' deaf adder, — or to the congregation, to 
which no minister but Saint Anthony ever preached,*-^ 
might any such sermon be addressed. By any indivi^ 
dual, to whom any thing in the way of reproach, or 
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ao much as of exhortation, having for its object the 
increasing the frequency of his attendance, were ad- 
dres8ed,--the answer that would be given — nor that 
commonly an insuflSicient one — ^is altogether obvious. 
By no vote of mine— [vionXd he say)— ^ no vote of mine, 
unless accompanied by an adequate number of other votes 
on the same side, tuoidd any adequate effect be produced. 
But, with the exception of the Ministry, of no such requi- 
site number can any sufficiently grounded assurance be 
ever entertained. In their hands is seen and felt d mass 
qf power, of vfhichi to a certain extent, and that a 
mfficitnt extent, the efficiency stands assured :-'^^power 
exercisible at all times : — to the pack which they keep be- 
longs an establishment of whippers^in, to whose voice all 
such dogs as have a certain collar ^bout their necks are 
instinctively obedient : to them it does belong to compel 
them to come in : to them f yes : but to no one eke : in 
their hands is the already sensible and tangible whip : 
to the Opposition leaders, nothing btU the pharOasmagoric 
image of it : to no others so much as that image. 

Under circumstances such as these, where is the in* 
dividual ever to be found, on whom reproach can 
ever find room to attach itself with any decided force? 
'* Every body's business is nobody's business:" not 
]e(6 true than trivial is that familiar adage. 

One case indeed may be assignd[^-**in >which, on 
some better, ground than as, above, blame might find 
9t)0ts to fix upon. Suppose an adequsite remedy 
brought to view, and endeavmirs used for the giving 
effect (to it: on that suppositioui what it would be 
^^fficiult to find, would be-rrnot the person on 
wfaomhlaino---juit blame^-HEomiU' attachi but the per- 
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son on whom it Would not attach, in the event of 
his omitting to use any endeavour in his power to^ 
virards the accomplishment of that end. Just blame? 
Just reproach ? — Yes : — but to what effect any such 
reproach, whatsoever were its justice ? Answer. To 
no effect at all, supposing the stream of general and 
preponderant interest to run in opposition to it. Bat 
of this further, when the interests, which concur in 
shutting the door against every efficient system of 
reform, come to be brought to view. 

IX. Honourable Howe incorrigible: this Disorder in^ 
curable : the ConslittUion subverted fy it. 
Well now, note what has been seen ^— 1. the na« 
tore of the speoiet of delinquency in question:--^ 
S. the vast— -the undeniable mischievousoess of it: 
— 3, the impossibility of the mischief's ever finding 
a remedy in the exertions of individuals on inditidilal . 
occasions :«^4* the sinfulness of the sin, in the breatt 
of every individual who, after proof seen of ite'sin*^ 
fulness, shall forbear to contribute his best endear 
vours , by whatsoever sweeping measure may be most 
surely effectual to purge the Hoilse of it : to etetow 
the House from it, and if so it be that he bims^f is of 
the number of the sinners, thus to bring forth the enly^ 
fruits meet for repentance. All tbese thingr sedtti 
exists there that man, in whose eyes, the wish, ta be- 
hold the concurrence of the votes necessary to the 
substitution of apprc^riate probity m this fHaxfjit W 
the opposite^ improbity, brings with it any so nmeh 
SIS the minutest chance for its' aecompUslnMnt^^F 
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fOy too plain indeed will be, if it be not already, Idft 
mistake. 

On this McyiioOi as on all others, before you pot 
yourself to any expense in the article of argunanii 
look first to the state of interests: — think to overcome 
liie force of interest by the force of argument? think 
as well to take Lisle or Maniua^ by pease blown out of 
a pea-shooter. The man who hastened io Ranu^ to 
convert the Pope to Protestantism — ^never lettiim be 
out of mind. When the Pope has put on Protes* 
tantism, look then to Honourable House : — then it is 
that your eyes shall behold Honourable House, put- 
ting on uncorruption in the room of that corruption 
which sits now so easy on it. Think then whether 
there be that imaginable shape, in which uncorrup^ 
tion would sit upon Honourable House more galiingly^ 
than in jdut of universal constatuy of attendance J ^ 
a shape, under' the pressure of which, — unless they- 
respecdvdy gave up their seats, — ^the Land Officer^ x\» 
Sea Officer^ the Diplomatist^ would have to give up 
their commissians^'^the Goremor or other Office-bearer 
in the distant dependencies, his office^-^ihs Lawyer his 
pfWft^i-T^the Official Lawyer his i^ffice and bis practice^ 
~-the Fox-kunter^ for months together, his dogs and 
horses^— the Opera^fancier his Operas^ — the fiond^^street 
hunger his lounges^ 

Address yourself to the man who sits by proprietor- 
lA^^-^ddress yourself to the man who has come in 
by /^r4ir/sM-~addreas yourself to the man who has 
come in hy MAiyy-^-address yourself to the man who^ 
>hti2iisbi^«!pn#f«ri terrmift^ ot tribc-girerf has como^ 
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in by purchase: — ^with the exception of some half hnn* 
dred or thereabouts, address yourself to any one of 
the 65 S ; — tell him that his situation is a trusty that to 
fulfil that trust is a duty— itW him that the situation of 
Monarch is a trust — that the Prince Regent has de- 
clared it so to be — and that in the hands even of the 
Prince Regent it never has been, nor ever can be, a 
perfect sinecure; — talk to him in any such strain — so 
you may if you please, but first prepare yourself for 
ahorse-langh in your face. The Prince Regent in^ 
deed? yesy to him it is indeed a trust: it is notforhiM 
to do nothing but what he pleases. yes :— duty ^ and 
duty enough has he to do : papers upon papers must he 
Sign, when the time comes : it is for that that hs is where 
he is. — Sir, my case — be pleased to understand— is quite 
A differeiU one. At this time, and at aU times, Icon dOf 
^/r, and I will do, Sir, as I please. When it is man 
pleasant to me to go in than to stay out, I go in : when it. 
is more pleasant to me to stay out than to go in, I stay 
out. This, 4$tV, it is to be independent : this. Sir; is the^ 
duty of an independent Member of Parliament : this, Sir, 
is the use of a man's being a Member ofParUament. 

Well now, honest reader, what you are supposing 
all the while is — that principles such as these are but 
the principles of individuals: — principles which, in Sb 
far as they are really harboured and acted upon, aro 
but the accidental result of individual profligacy andi 
insolence: principles too, whieh, in the representor 
tion thus given of them, are in the heat of argumeol, 
more or less exaggerated. Alas! if such be really 
yottj; thoughts, in sad truth you are in an ernuL: ao* 
error which you will be but too deplorably Uabfe to 
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fall into, ihottld any snub expectation be eatcrtMHwi 
by yoa, as that od that seat of tfelf^roclaiined hon^mr 
any real regard for doty— even for acknowledged 
daty---iB to be found. Duty as to constituents ? Duty 
as towards swinish multitude f Oh. no: {cries Ho- 
nourable House) leave that duty to the swine. Duty 
to Honoorable House, yes : on this occasion at any 
rate, that duty, and no other, is the duty Honourable 
House knows of-— Now in all this is there any tlung 
of misrepiresentalion? any thing of exaggeratioa? — 
Read now, said judge. 

Honourable House has its rules and customs: be- 
hold now one of them. Unless forty Members or 
mcM^are present, business cannot be begun upon: — 
here you have a rule. But^ when Honourable Hon^e 
80 pleases, motioii having been made and secasdeA 
for that purpose, what is called a call of thi HiAtst n 
made* A day is named — always a more or less dts^^ 
tant one — and, on that one day, attendance on the part 
6f all and singular the Members is commanded. 
Look once more at this rule — at this custom: — whatso" 
ever be its name, constituted by this rule or cusiomy 
here you have a duty— an cbligation established. 
Established? Aye: and as often as Honourable 
House shall so please, enforced : for, not a Member is 
there who, should he fail of paying duty and homage 
to Honourable House,, either by attendance or ex- 
cuse, may not-^would not peradventure — by order 
of Honourable House, be imprisoned:* imprisoned 
and squeezed for patronage-swelling fees. Well 
then^-«^in the obligation either to attend or send 
esccuse-i^here you have not only ah obligation, but aa 
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obligsitiQn, at often as it shall please the Honotfrahldi 
House, m^ide perfect : here you have indeed 2i duty.-^ 
A duty? but towards whom ?^ even towards Honour^ 
able House, by whotn, and by whom alone it has been 
created, — ^by whom, and by whom alone, when en- 
forced, it is enforced. But in this very duty-^a duty 
thus created, and no otherwise enforced — in this very 
duty you have the abrogation of all duty as respecting 
the service at large : — of all duty as towards the people 
in the character of constituents. Obligation, confined 
to one particular occasion— which is but licence as ap- 
plied to all other occasions ? Thus it is that of Ho- 
nourable House it is the law— the will — the pleasure 
— the constantly entertained and frequently declared 
pleasure — that, in regard to attendance — except in 
obedience to command issued by Honourable House, 
— Honourable Members shall at all times do as they 
please. And this is what was to be proved. Noiv 
in this is there any thing misrepresented ? any thing 
exaggerated? As towards constituents, as towards 
swinish multitude, ' of * obligation not so much as the 
weight of a feather: not so much as that sort of obli- 
gation, the levity of which is recognized by moralists, 
distinguishing it as they do- by the name of an imper- 
fect one. 

I^roposiog at the same time that all other things 
shall remain as they are, and therefore as " they 
"'should be*' — in or out of the House, suppose then a 
man to stand up and propose; that on the part of 
Honourable Gentlemen who risk nothing by it, at- 
tendance-^z duty not occupying half the year — 
shouldi for and during so moderate a portion of ^ach 

q 
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man's timcv h^ i^eodered as constant and univ.0iaaU. ^. 
on the part of soldiers, who, the whole yestr» wdw 
every day in the year, risk their lives hy it:— To aijiy 
such effect^ any such proposal would it be endured? 
The whole House, would it not be in an uproar ? A 
voice crying, make a standi make a stand J aye, and 
with echoes too— echoes from both sides, would it not 
once more be heard, and from the reforming side of 
the House ? To the pious among Honourable Genn 
tiemen would not the preacher of this part of the 
VHtoU Duty of Man be as surely an Atheist — to the 
political, a Jacobin — as if his motion had been foe 
universal suffiragi ? Say, how should it be otherwise 
-<^when, by the one measure as hy the other, the best 
interests (as the phrase is) — the best interests on both 
sides — would alike be elbowed out, and made to give 
place (oh, intolerable thought !) to the universal: in- 
terest. 

No : assuredly not to Honoun^ble House are the^ 
arguments, or any part of themi addressed: their 
interest is to remain as they are and what they, are, ^o 
long as the injured people and their brave defenders 
shall behold (hem sitting there. No^ not to the deaf 
adder — not, to that deaf adder, whose deafness iias 
been produced by the charms of sinister interest^ Mtiii 
any such charms as can be contained in argument be 
ajddresied. The ears which by the voice of hope^. 
interest— of that interest, the voice of whjifh iaio^ 
unison with universal interest — ^are prepiired to li^en 
to arguments, pleadiiq; the cause of that interest-^ 
these, and these alone ate the ears, to wbipht with affjr 
the subtest expectation of their bei^g Mftfncf^.ftft 
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tllM« »fftiMvi»y boWM^y^r inf feltn, and by compu^ 
Mm addre8«^ to aiiy othtr quarter, ^re, or in sin^ 
cerlty addyealiby can be, >d<|reg9ef), 

IXf JbdrntiBn-^-^are truly pndieabk ef HmourabUi 
Jious^i ilfan o/JaaHslL-^Quer^^ as ia forJ$iture. 

Think now ofjitm0s ike Seconal' Hotr he governed i 
itvery body kn&ws. — THink how he fled from his trurt, 
and bow by Honourable Mouse he was declared to 
have abdicated n. Well then-^this trust of his — by 
what sort of conduet on his part was it that he abdi- 
ceUe4 it ?^«^TiU the moment when, for the purpose of 
the moment, it pleased Honourable House to change 
the eense of it, did not^^in every other instanpe ia 
which an office of any kind is mentioned, does not»«*the 
word abdicate mean givitig up inienii^nally and from' 
iCkdiceP And that tyrant—one of the most tenacious of 
all tyrants — ^wonld any thing short of the most unsur*- 
moiintable necessity have ever forped him to give up 
either the ollce, or so much as a single atom of the 
power belengihg to itf«--So much for him whose name 
Was Xing: turn now to him or thein whose name is 
jL^gion. See whether from that time to the present— r' 
rtr say for shortness since the Irish Unions— by this vast 
Aalority among the llembers of the House — ^the exer* 
fi^M 6f the whete ti^st belbnging to the House, has it 
Dot beei> f£pi^l^d:'-r9>deseited, tind if dfisertion be abdi^ 
(MieUi abdicated y 'If, spile of aH his lendeavours to 
continue in the exercise of the functions belonging to 
a ti«ufe^, a man may thus legally be s^id to hav^ abdii- 
icated^it— *aii^ be dealt wk)^ as \iht had abdicated it^--^: 
hiMv ftMiiAj^ «^e-^ iVulyH^inyw lauish more justty-^ 
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where the forbearance to exercise them is most wMx^ 
riously his own free — ^his own even licentiously free 
act ? and of any one man, to any number of men? 

If, for grounding a practical consequence in other 
places, the word abdicated — the great Parliamentary 
word, which, by the hand of ktwyer-crafi by which, 
thia sense was forced into it, Honourable House forced 
upon the other House — ^if this word be not of itself 
yet strong enough, take in hand the YfoxA forfeiture: — 
lake along with it the word non-user •'— consult Mr. 
Justice Blackstone : see whether — be the o&ce what it 
may — private or public — and if public^ " whether it 
«« concerns the administration of justice or the ^om- 
** monwealth!- — of two causes of forfeiture, nan-user 
be not one : — a cause, yea, and *< of itself a direct and 
'* immediate cause/' In all this is there any thing of 
svhversion? any thing of sedition? Be it so: but on 
whom shall fall the punishment ? On me ?. It is not 
I that have made the sedition: all that I have done it 
io find it: — to find it, even where myriads upon my- 
riads have found it before me. I am not the delin* 
quent — the seditionist — the enemy of government. I 
am the informer — the servant of government — ^the un- 
paid as well as spontaneous informer*— which is more 
than all informers are. — Judge Blackstone — if you want • 
the. seditionist — in him you have the seditionist: hit 
body let Lord Sidmouth take up, and .set to rot along 
with the living ones — unseen and unseenable — ^io one 
of h\B Bastilles. 

Yes: if Parliamentary doctrine is to «be taken for 
authority, and that authority decisive, who is there— 
what lawyer at leastia thcre^^at does not seei onhow 
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much better and truer ground, than the power of the 
Monarch in that day, may the power of Honourable 
JHoose in these our days be deemed and taken to have 
been forfeited — forfeited to and for the use and benefit 
of the people ? 

' Let me not be mistaken. What I mean here to say 
is — not that the Honourable House is, exactly speak-* 
ing, a Corporation : — notj that the instrument, in vir- 
tue of which it is what it is, is, exactly speaking, a 
charttr : not that to the King's Bench — ^the judicatory 
by which Corporations are purged, and persons wrong* 
fully acting as Members of them, ousted — it belongs 
to purge Honourable House. No: if to the lot of Ho* 
nourable House it should ever fall to bepurged^ the ju- 
dicatory by which the purge is administered must be of 
a constitution, and above all of a complexion, somewhat 
different from that of the Court of King's Bench. At 
present^ all I mean is — to point* the attention of the 
proper judicatory, whatever it be, to the description, 
as above, of the cascj by which, according to Mr. 
Justice Blackgtone, the demand for a purge of this 
sort is created. 

X. The Inairableness of the Disorder— and the conse- 
quently incurable corruptness of Honourable House — 
declared by Hatsell, Chief Clerk of the House. 

Is not this yet enough ? Of misrepresentation-^of 
exaggeration — of rash and ungrounded, or insuffi- 
ciently grounded inference— -of any such imputed re- 
sult of audacious hostility,— after what has already 
been seen, can any charge — any suspicion— still re- 
maiu? Well then— call in JohnHatselL Ci\\ in 
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tb^ mai^, who, while in l^ place the diicf BefvaDt, feoft 
long by his wprks, descripiivt of tfadpracitioe of the 
House, tod publi^lied for the use of the Metdbera, 
been looked up tb ^s ihe Oracle of HdnobnbleHottse^ 
To a man in his situation— will any thingof hostility 
— and if of partiality, partiality on. the adverse dde 
— ^be imputed ? 

Hear then what is said by Wmof Xh^J^Tm^Aftendr 
ance and its consequences. 

" It not being ctustomary of late years" (uaya.tfc^ 
vol- ii. p. 68 to 72), " to enforce the caUn of tlhe 
*V House, by taking Members who do oot attfod iAl0 
" the custody of the Serjeant: in the twenty years 
** that i have attended at the Table," (date oftbia M^ 
.cohd edition, 178,5]» '^ there has not occurred a ^^^^ 
" instance t although at the time of orde^'iag the calli 
*' there is always a resolution coitie to, * tba( ttftb 
*^ ^ Members as.shall^not attend at the tinpeappoifHedi 
^* * be taken into custody/ tt does tiot l^ectMPie am 
*' to determine, how far this lenity of theHotuei Ml 
" admitting every trifling exgose that is ofierfd^ coi^ 
^' duces to the end proposed — or whether i^j feouid 
" not be better not to order a call, than to make it nu- 
** gatory by not enforcing it." 8iicb,theto, ib A^bds 
hototestly published as well as dedlated x^itii(dti of^e 
most competent of 9IL judges, was at^hat tiftie ttve state 
of the disorder itself. J^ehold now what ini Uie.Mine 
opinion are among the (^<?e/j of it. . 

*' Th€ conlroul lyhioh the iKl>xFt£iip£j^T Mfn^s, 
" of the House ought to lme\ over tj^ Mm4u(t\^.th 
" MimsTER^ 4s'' (says he), " ENTiJtE^v, I5W?/! 

Welf— if this be n^t a sMbwrsioo 9f <ii«^ j^oaptftiip 
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%a9 best in the Gonstitutioii of this country was dis- 
tingt^isbed from what was worst in the worst of other 
governments, — by this, viz. that a body of men chosen 
by the peoptei— -so chosen and so circumstanced, as 
not t^ be in any state of dependance as towards th^ 
servants of the Monarch dhosen by the Monarch, — 
ibaft tibfs body of men, so chosen and so circumstanced, 
ptissti^sed^^acontrtml over'* those same servants of the 
Monarch^,— ^jy what else was it that this same Gonsti- 
totion Was ever thus distinguished ? Well then — in 
tbe thus idechred opinion, of this official and intel- 
ligent, ^8 well as assiduouS) observer of the conduct 
^tbe House, — already, at the time when this was 
writteti by Irim — already in the yeat 1785 — was ihii 
'^ coMtoijd....entirBly lost*^ This said — this disastrous 
Oruth prochiimfed — and this said — ^by whom? by an 
adversary — a hostilely partial adversary ? No : but by 
a most Ikithful, zealously attached, universally re- 
spected* a(nd not loo sparingly rewarded, howsoever 
ridiiy deserving — servant. — In what Way too? — -in 
the way of speech spoken — spoken in the heat of de- 
liate, and without time for reflection ? — No: but in a 
cool dtdactic and written treatise, the result of the 
viginti armorurk hicubrationes — the twenty yeartf lucu- 
brations h6 had just been speaking of: — and this, re* 
ptiblished without aitetation, in a second edition, afler 
th^ opportunity taken of receiving any objections, 
could any objections have been made, to what he had 
thus been saying in Hit first. 

If then, even at that time— even in I785 — even be- 
fore Ae Pandora's box was'opetied upon it, which was 
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opeued by Pitt the secondly and now j^n and with Jul* 
ditionsi re*opened upon it — if even then the ConsUto^ 
tion was " subverted^'", in what sort of plight is it now? 
But, if the subversion -r-so full of horror in the eyes of 
Mr. Speaker,* had, at the. very time when he wsia thus 
giving expression to these horrors, already taken placet 
— the subversion of such a subversion is it not restitU' 
Hon? Is it not among the objects, which by every safe 
and legal means every true lover of his country ought 
to contribute his utmost endeavours to the accomplish* 
ment of? When suby^sion is the calamity that has 
taken place, what better can happen to -it than to be 
suhferted? When captivity was the calamity that had 
taken place, what better could have happened to it 
than to be led captive? By a stronger, isuppose a 
weaker man set with his feet where his head should 
be : what better could happen to him than to find him* 
self set on his legs again ? 

Of the declaration made by Honouiable House of 
the forced abdication of Jams the Second^ the day is 
no secret. Of the declaration voluntarily made by 
the same Honourable House of Us onm voluntary ab- 
dication, as above, the day is not more dubictus: 
Thursday, the lOthof May, 17,44r-there itis*— C<>»- 
mons* Journals — Report that day from ^Committee 
*^ appointed to consider of the most proper methods 
^* to enforce a more early and constant attendance of 
** the Members upon the service of the House.'* ••• 
Resoluiions^ five in numbers whereof three, and three 
alone, on the subject oi constancy ^ — meaning of course 
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OB the part of every one as. well as of every other of 
the Members. Of .ahese three — ^all oC them together, 
had they been qirried into effect, inadeqtiate — tlie first 
and third put aside, the only one agreed to never 
acted upon: — never from that time till the present: 
viz. ** That no Member do absent himself from the 
" service of the House, without special leave of the 
" House."* 

Thus, in the opinion of this faithful servant, but 
not less intrepid and still unquestioned censpr of the 
House, — the constitution bad even then been subvert- 
ed, — ^and in the disorder mentioned by him — viz* mn^ 
atUndanci — in this free and generally prevailing abdi- 
cation — the subversion had its cause. Well theo — ^in 
this same opinion, this cause was it of the number of 
those which are capable of being removed?— Not it 
indeed: for with the following note do these Obses- 

* Commons' JonraaW Anno 1744, lOtb May, p. 685. 

" The Committee came to the Besolations following : — 

'' ResolTed, That it is the opinion of this Committee^ that the 
'* House he called over within fourteen days after the meeting of 
" every session of Parliament ; and that every Memher then absent 
*' be taken into the custody of the Serjeant at Arms attending this 
'' House, unless such Member be, employed in. the service of the 
" Crown abroad, or is incapable, to attend by reason of want of 
" health, or some other extraordinary occasion. 

5* Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that n# 
" Member do absent himself from the service of the House, witk- 
" out. the special le^ve of the ^House. ' 

'' Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee^, that every 
" Member who shall absent himself from the service of the House 
" for the space of two months, without the special leave of the 
" House, be taken into the custody of the Seijeant at Arms, attend* 
'" ing this House/' 
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** f»0r t df May) 1 7-44) ^^ tftadequate €very measure has 
^^ betii> that has been hitherto proposed, to prevent 
«* thd evil : notAing can correct it entirely ^ but a sincere 
^ desire in the Members tfaefirselves to attend to that 
•• duty, for whic^ they were elected and sent to Par- 
•• liainentv** hoiking (says he) can correct it, but — 
what? a sort oi desire^ the existence of which, to any 
Mdh esttent as would be necessary, ^ould be an effect 
Irkhoiit a cattse: for, in the situation in question, of 
xhy^ such desire, so long as man is man, the existence 
h^i been shewn to be impossible. 

Now of this dereliction of duty^-^this most delibe- 
rately determined — ^most perseveringly maiutiiined, 
and still maintained^^ereliction of duty — of aclcnow- 
kd^d duly— is either the existence or the cause, or 
the intended perpetuity open to dispute? The exist- 
ence, you see it in the Journals : — the cause of it, is it 
not invthe non-exiirttetice of due dependance, coupled 
with the existence of that undue dependance which is 
the efieet of it? thej)erpetuity, is it not secured to the 
disorder, by the nature of its cause ? This so deter* 
miaately fperpetual dereliction of acknowledged duty, 
does it not, of itself, aflford an indisputable demand 
ftnr a remedy from without, by which the determination 
shall be put an. end to? for a remedy by which the 
cause will be removed ?*— for the only remedy by 
whichi in the very nature of the case, it ever mm be 
«eaioved? 
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Situation — its Importance — Objections — their 
Groundlessness. 

Ou Cliis part of tbe fieldi into a domparatively small 
ONDpasa must be comprefised wbateyer can here be 
said : by tbe joint pressofe of fitne and space ^ no in- 
considerable quantity oF matter, that had been cbltected 
for the purpose of this section^ has, for the present 
at least, of necessity been extruded. 
' Utility and nsagii-^io one or other of these hndk 
taay be referred whatsoever matter can httt find ro6m 
for the reception of it. Utility^ as deducibte from 
the unquestionable principles of human nature, 
as manifested by unitersal experience; usdges^ t 
vource of argument, the defmaod for wbieh wiH be 
seen to arise-^partly, 6ut of the cronnexion it has with 
utility through the medium of experience; partly out 
of the means of defence it will be seen to uSoxA 
igatnst adverse prejudices aad fallacies.* 



* Skield-noH: a g«g far Scoraen. ' On three sersMil ielQcieti^ 
vi£. for SUandmg Armuw Mid ^bsmtrndfor Se^okahn,m well «t Ammdl 
PurtiammtB, twbdd the opiaiontof Dr. Ao^>JU)^ixmm xM Ibmrk 
wtoatheseddcB, ior a party piirpoie, or in HteiMtef delttte; 
fctt^ io a Kate of ivtmumit, after « ^mg cwne of expdtknkie iil tlic 
nrjarcma of politics, and a loag ooufie of mAtequmn ri^leciim»^ 
the Mriqect of that eaperKftioe>— pooled totih Imo liie bosoid ef k 
moit confidential friend. From Balfoor't edition of Pejk^g W<kii, 
BAiburgh^ 12et, toL vi. p. Ifl^ Frsdi fir. ft«^ to Mr. F&pe, 
Letter V. DubUn, Januaiy l<kky 47M-1. ^ Yim wit pcAapste fo* 
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I. First, as to utility. 

In the Plan itself, from impemumence in general, 
^r*and; in ^ tt^e .w^y,. of. example, Vfrom: annu^^ ia 



'' dined to thiDk« that a person so ill-treated as I have heen» must, 
" at some time or other, have discovered very dangerous opinions 
** in government : — in answer to which, I will tell you what my po- 
" litiqil principles were in the time of her late glorious Majesty, 
'' which I never contradicted by any action, writing, or discourse. 

** As to what is called a Revolution principle, my opinion wss 
'' this : — that whenever those evils, which usually attend and follow a 
" violent change of government, were not in probability so pernicious 
'' as the grievance we suffer under a present power, then the public 
f .good will justify such a Revolution ; and this I took to have been 
** the case in the Prince qf Oraai^^% expedition, although, in the 
'' consequences, it produced some very bad efiects, which are iHefy 
*' to stick long enough hy us, 

" I had likewise in those days a mortal ahtipathy against Sutnding 
*' Armies in times of Ihice: because i always took Standing Armies 
'' to be only servanu hired ky the Master qf tlte/amilyfor ketprnghis 
'' own children in Slavery; and because I conceived that a JPrmce who 
" could not think himseff secure without Mercenary Troops, must needs 
«• have a separate interest from that qf his subjects :^9\ihough I am not 
«€ ignorant of those artificial Necessities which a corned Ministry can 
** creatct for keeping up Forces to support a Faction against the.pMie 
" interest. 

'' As to Parliaments, I adored the wisdom qf that Gothic institution, 
ff which.makes them annual; and I was confident, cur Liberty could 
*! never be placed upon a frm foundation until that ancient Law were 
** restored.among us. I For, who sees wa, that,vMle such Assemblies are 
^'jtrm^tted .to have a longer d^ation, there grows up a commerce <f 
" comg^Uqn between the Ministry and the Deputies, wherein jhey both 
^'Jkdtl^ accounUf to the manifest danger qf Liberty f which tn^fie 
" wpuld neither answer the design nor expense, if Parliaments met once 

, yfli.oi>w,.wjb0was^»I^«^Wift^ .i^n *' ignorant, wild, visim^ 
** ftyEnti^ifii^f a Jacobia? an Atheist ?" 
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TpSLttxcahLri--^our adraniages — bentfidul cfmsequmces — 
nses^ in a word — ^are stated as resulting : whereof ihr€A 
having more particuls^r respect to appropriate j&ro^Vy;. 
the fourth to appropriate iBtellectual aptitude, and 
appropriate active talent. 

I. Consider, in the first place, the case of each 
Member, taken individually. 

1. In the first place, the shorter the term he has in 
his seat, — the nearer^ in cases of imputed misconduct, 
the term, at which, any mischief produced by such 
misconduct, may be made to cease; — ^and, in the way^ 
of example to others, the more impressive the sort of 
punishment, involved in a removal produced by such a 
cause.* 

S. In the next place, by lessening, by the amount- 
of the difierence in the length of the term in the two 
opposite cases, the inducement which a candidate 
could have to launch out into expenses too great for 
his circumstances, — lessening thereby the danger of hit 
coming into the House in a vejud state. 

S. Next, consider the case of the whole Howey takea 
in the aggregate. 

S* The smaller the length given to that service, ' 
the smaller the length of sinister service, which a cor« * 
ruptly disposed member will have to sell ; the smaller, ^ 
consequently, the length which it will be in the power 
of C~-— r-general and Co. to purchase. 

4. The greater the number of the parcels, into > 
which the present length of service is broken .down,— 
I ■ ■ ■ ■ . . i 

* For-^the diffisrence, in thig and all tylher particuUrs, as between 
trienniaUiy andannualityt 3ee Section* 16, Moderate Rtform, &c. 
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tbe i^raatw tke «iivfae# ef then Icogtht eC 
itkidi^ for tbe coiiliniianee of a gV9tft Iciigib of cw^ 
rupt service at the banda of a majority of tbe oMmbcrij ' 
CU^«<^^r»^r*geiieral and Coi wiU have to piaK:kise; and 
thence the greater the chance^that the aggregate nom^^ 
her of Jthe nasaea of the naotter of cormplkm at llis 
disposal will prove insufficient for that peraicknis 
pnrpofie. 

i. Of tfco Qtilfftyof liie pwpoeed IraBsitoriaesff, in 
the character of a aecorky for approprifllte inhtieettuU- 
0ftitud9 and appropriate iic(vr« ta(m#,^— the proof, k is 
inagiaedy Will oot be n«cb in dknger, either of expev 
riencing denial* or so much as escaping spoBtaneoua 
notice. By discourses indicative of ignorance or iotel- 
Isciual vail(rn^s*«^by constant silenqe and inactivity-^ 
b^ sJnentalBon or slacknesaof attendabc«»-4>y ^uy one 
ot BSOMaof tbeao features of unfitoeas^^^n the iaataiuse 
of every Mdmbev ip which they vespeoiivety faavw 
place, may his inapciAude, absolute or^ comparativo^ 
be betrayed, and indication given of it to his- consti^^ 
tnenitsi In this way, partly by opighui exck»ion, pro« 
duced by self-conscious inaptitude wkhoat trial,*-^ 
pgoftly by s^b$0tpmU' esclusion prnxluced aft^r andby 
trial^^-^prodnced, in a word, bythe light of lu^^rrM^r 
-I'^naytho Houso he cleared r^^-^eared^ net as now, 
of th>(Nie naturai, and nopid, and necessary^— yet alas ! 
how insufficient^^uariKans to its aptitnde in all 
shapes, and inore especially to its probity^-^heee 
constituents, in whose faces it so frequently, and always 
sa needlessly^ shuta ita door under the name of stxiuu 
gitn^-^^caA whom, as such, ifc «bari itself of, as tht 
phrase Is, in the diaracter of tncuaibraiices and ntii<^ 
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Qwciss ;«-^bat of thr mukitucffis pf thofe retl; ioqihii^ 
braiice$ and nui^ancoB, wilb w^bicbt jo the sUnaticiD <tf 
Members y it-is, under tine existing systeiOi ta 9P greH 
a degree infested: viz. ecnpty-^beaded idlers, who» in 
default of all other means of consuming tiB(ie» dropio 
now and then, — and, to flkave theinsely:e« from the tr^o* 
ble of thinking, throw themselves into the ever^extead-t 

cd arms of C — r-general and Co>— ^thus giving 

their support to misrule — saying, and perhaps fimcy*^ 
ing, they are supporting govemmmt : thus, ^nd ev^Q 
laritbottt need of being purchased, contributing to tbi^ 
formation of the waste-and*corruptipn-and-oppre&sion« 
producing majority ; and, at the same time, by t|M 
amount of what might have been their share of the spaily 
leaving undiminished* and by so much the larger, in 
the hands of the Arch^corruptionist, the mass of th« 
matter of corruption, — in readiness to be; employed itk 
the purchase of such other of ihe Members, in whoset 
inatance, on the one hand^ the dtpumd for tbe ipatt^. 
of corruption is more iniportimite ; w the other haj^dt' 
the return, they are capable of maUng for it ia th«: 
shape of pemicioua service* more valuable. 

Under the e^u^ting system, not only have G- y^. 

general and Co^ no iutere^t-r-no positive intereplH^ 
the largeness of the number of Members, endowed i 
with a more than ordinary share in these accompUpbr 
menu, — ^but* on the conUary,, he has a positive intexwt 
in the smoUms^ of that n,ui9b^r. In addition to tbo^e., 
measures which, for keeping t^f m^^chine from fallings 
to pi^esi mi;fst be p^ried intptC^ecta the object he h^Aj 
to accomplish is^--th& carrying into ^ptr-in^um^Tt : 
e«tf ot» 9Ad vf lue, Uf 4hp greatest ct^ti^t practica^hlft^ i 
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such othert, as shall in the highest degree be eui* 
docive fo the advancement of his separate interetf. 
N0W9 for this purpose true it is — ^that, in a limited 
number^ men provided in the highest degree With 
these endowments, — as well as at the same time pre- 
pared at all times to make the requisite sacrifice in 
the article of probity,-^are on the occasion of the use 
made of them, — necessary. At the same time, for 
speech, motion, and occasional penmanship, suppose 
this number, whatever it be, completed, — this done/ 
every individual above this number is a nuisance : the 
greater the value of his talents, the higher are his pre- 
tensions raised : the higher his pretensions raised,— 
and the greater the danger lest, by inadequacy of 
the quantity of the matter of corruption at command, 
he should be disappointed, and by discouragement 
driven to the other side : and moreover, the greater the ' 
number of these men of pretension, — the greater the 
danger, lest, by the quantity of time respectively em- 
ployed by them in the display of their respective pre- 
tensions, a greater quantity on the whole might bt 
consumed, than any demand he might have for dtlay^ ' 
on the score explained in the section on non-attendance^ 
could require: in which case they would be propor^^ 
tionable sufferers — ^sufferers, and to no use — in re* 
spect of the interest o/thepillom 

Annuaiity of Election forsooth a wild — a visionary 
arrangement? loild and visionary^ when, within the 
view of those by whom it is thus denominated, stands 
the vast metropolis^ — its population little less than the 
tenth part of all England — the great seat and example 
of representatiye democracy^n which| for so mafif ' 
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^ttDturies past, tbe vision has been realized ? realized^ 
and all the tiide with such illustrious good effect, and 
without the shadow of inconvenience ? . 

But here, perhaps, lest argument should be alto- 
gether wanting, comes a sudden turn to the opposite 
ade : and now, with an air of triumph, at the bot- 
tom of this potential impermanence is shewn even- 
tual permanitnce: permanence — which, should it ever 
Imi actual, will be excessive. 

^ Cases may be shewn (it has been said,) — cases in 
which, under annuality of election, the same person 
has been seated for life : here then, (it has been added) 
where mutalian has been the object thus aimed at,; not 
mulaiian but perpetuity has. been the result. 
' ^ Ifte it so: but, by this result what is it that is proved ? 
that the potential impermanence is a bad arrangement } . 
By no means : but rather that it is a good one. — Why } 
^-Because, under this instrument of good discipline, 
to g^X)d has been the behaviour of the functionary^ 
that no Aiuk has been to be found in him : no hope of 
•iipplanting him^ conceived by any body else. 
''•Add, after all,- ^in the' particular instance here in 
iq[isestibfl«-**in - the ^ Common Council^ chosen^ by the 
Umtrymeri of the City of iLondon^of this poteniiaUm- 
ttermanerwfi k^ii so' cte^'r, that any actual permanencei 
in si:^ch sort and clsgreeastp have become productive 
of. mischief in any a^ignat)!^ :sl)|ape, has frequently, 
if ever, been the result.^ ... .; -. » 

r. {n.whut chamcter is it that impertnaneiice is meant 
to be e8laUisbed?-^ia ihsit of ttn end7—znindependeta, 
tiidX-^Nd surely: If ut hi themere cbanracterof am«iw;-^ 
ft mcftns'leiiijfog; to an ulterior retultin the chanfcterof 
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90 end: leading ia a word to gMdte/uuHour^rrihx^ Vftmh 
of appropriate aptitude, in all shapes on the part.<^ 
the functionary, W^lithw* avppOse. the e»d fnlr 
filled, «rhat signifies it tiow matters tt^with rtgf^ 
to the means? 

What? — From the circiunstance c^f a wab!s.beiiig^ 
by the free suficage of the.uodisputedlf proper judgee 
of hiffcoQohict, repeatedly and uQ«atemiptediy-~cach 
time by the light of an additional body of experienoe-^ 
pronounced JU for his trust, — ^from this cirfiumstaoce, 
standing as it does alone, will you infer bin to be. i*i^ 
Jit ? Grant that, in some situation!, . ^O it mty be^ that 
by nothing better .than mere mgative.Mmt on Jba 
one part, and on the other part by the /ofC^^/'AoM^t*^ 
by the property which habit hn o£ svfiensediog.rr* 
JUttumr-^Q it might happen, thai;. a maa; of ioferior 
merit might, by his continuance intbi sitiMttion,. put 
an exclusion upon a man of f^sitioe and suffm^ 
merit; jstill, in a situation sucl^ as tbuB— a dituatiOA 
covered with a lustre, of Which, in its present saidid 
state, it is not in the nature of the.mpreseiitatiqiito 
afford an example — small surely is the. danger,. but 
Uiat by a swarm of competitocs-^no expenso hayifs 
plaoi, by the terror of. whicb any man cani be omIikI- 
ed—the attention of the electors will be anffi^uMtlyr 
called and pointed to the probidile d«gre« of confan^ 
tive aptitude, on the part of the proriaionally accepted 
object of their choice* 

But, should the case.prore otherwiie'-^^r even /or 
fe» the case should prove other w i s e h aw easy wnnld 
it be^ by a sl%ht ameMfanent, to provide dbafr afUt 
having without intermission «llle&; for snoh ot ssuh n 
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of ytfaniir a meiobcr •hpikld; fartke (pace of 
oiieyeW"-^r^ if 80 it must U^ Momei grfuiter number ofi 
yesirii^t^famse to be eligible ?. and u^ iMies qu6tits. . 

Tbe^aiguoienU wbieh! froia poteaUal ioiperiBiijieiioe 
infers probably exeeasive perantnence-rrin'whateircumr' 
staaeesball.viefind thesouredof it?s In great measurei 
not JiqprobiUy, in the sort ^fparadoxidality thai be<i 
bogata tt^ and the iBgeuuity and depth of thought, that 
present' thcknselveB as evidenced, by it. : Here, as else^ 
vheve, digalittldway,!yougetawparadQx; :dig a little 
fiifthar< you. get Ike sdlulion and isxpetsure oFifc. 

Crive: to the- obseryatioh the utmosH credit that can 
be di^ toit^-"— io.thft vay.of praotife nkHfamg more 
would result from it, than a suspension — such aa tha£ 
proppsedf Jk^s a acirtpf misconception, than which 
itathlng.ia.moi^e- common, is — the taking up an.ob^ 
aenvatiotii the c^ult of which,, suppeaing it ever soi 
w<stt» grbundedi is but tb& need of a corresponding 
MriendiMiitvto t)ie paoposckl pian,~-and then, withoni 
fuktJher thrDughl^ swelling it out into the sbsEpe ^ a 
p^iipiplory bbjeeticn, calling for the exclusion of the 
pbn altogether. 
II; . Next, is to the question of wag4. 
JSnpposing, Ifaatii^om Sufficient argument, t&e quea<» 
tioo of «rftit(y:haf received its answer — ahd that^tfn^ 
cieioa luifavi^uir of the proposed impe nlianenoe,*^thiii 
faBii^«iippQ8ed,: net impvopeily may it surely he ob^ 
8enp:fdt tbatt.to aisy such queotion zi that about usi^e^ 
anyicndsaviduf tot find an aliewer isihufe a woric of supiar^' 
erogation. That for centuries past no uicfar Impf rma* 
nooee J^ihad plte0y iflraU«geth4rnotorioui: towliat 
uai) thei>,[ it mki/ l|9%sked» Mog forward^rpvea anp- 

r a 
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posing it to' have Had place-^an amcimi utage, wlu«ftl 
has had for its opposite a mdre recent usage ? — a uaage* 
bearing date in times more remote from, and thence 
more dissimilar to, our own,-^having for its opposite a 
usage less remote, and less dtssiciiilar? 

To this question may be returned two answei:8 :**-^' 
1. One is-^^that, hownoever, in the eye of superior 
reason, (he argument grounded in utility may be more 
subslantially probativty^yti^ constituted as human na- 
ture js-^at any rate, at the stage, beyood whicb ihe 
public mind is not yet advanced in this country, — the 
argument from usage-^and in particular from ancient 
usage^-^affords a promise of being more efficienify.per» 
^suasire. 

S. Anojiher answer is — ^that, on the present oc^«. 
sion, the argument from usage may, when considered 
in a certain point of view, be seen to come under, and 
in that way to coincide with, and operate ia con- 
firmation of the argument from utility • Against ihe 
proposed impermanence, objections have been made 
on the ground of supposed canfusion and insttAUUy: 
and, from words such as these, proportioned to /the 
vagueness — to the confusedness— of the ideas attached 
to them in the minds of those by whom they have^been 
employed, hath, as usual, been the portentousness of 
the eventual publici;dbmilf/x, brpughtto view by heated 
passions and excited imaginations, hi: the character of 
comequhwes^-^zxid the intemity of the confideilcei with 
which the eventual arrivai^of these same calamitieS'has 
been predicted. 

^^M then--^as to these points, such (it will be seen)' 
as follows, is the state oifiuis. Age after ag^ — a de- 




grete qF kupcfriptiience Hiperior even lo iiaX wbich is 
|l$re proposed^ had place. Aod, during all xhzl 
tittle^ of ihis same impermanence what was the effect? 
r—jcdn^aion ?~*ia8tability ?r-siny thing, to the design 
nation of which any soch words could he employed ? — 
>l|>>-«4^ur, on thd contrary, the very resuU, which* in 
|he here pri^^qsed ^ten is proposed as the proper end 
4h ri^ff^^ or objeci to be aimed at : viz. on the part of M# 
Repteseniatives of tha peopAe^ Atpend^nct where due— r 
dependaace on thie peopje;ithence independence where 
due — ^independence as towards the Monarch: — on the 
part of the AiwArch^ dependance^ where due, depeur 
ida^ccf on the peopk-r-io a yKord^demBcralic aseendmey. 
Thus did matters cootiniie, until — by the eml watt 
f^ipodaced by ipopi^sted title as between the Houses of 
ITorh and Lanctjisiex* — ^hy the successive conquests^ and 
states of subjection — abject and universal ifM^Vcfti^it — to 
?if hH:h those twars gave birth — by the final triumph of 
Jtjienry the S/eventh, his almost unexampled rapacity, 
coupled with a degree of frugality altogether unexr 
jampted-4»y the vast and altogether unexampled mass 
of trieasure, precipitated fronx that source Jnto the 
xofliers of bis son and successor— hy the still more 
'Ctliormous mass of treasure, absorbed from the patri- 
mony of the Church — from a mass pf landed property, 
vvhich; so long before as the year 136S9 had beep 
computed to amount to one-third part of the whole 
•kingdom* — absorbed, in a word, principally from the 
4is6olved Monasteries, and at the same time, with a cor- 
.l*es|K>ndent profusion, scattered abroad by that furious 

- *■ r-- ' ■ ■ ■ ■ • ■■ ' ■' — I ■ '• 

'^^ ' t See BSmo|{tpn's ObterrstioBs op ihf Aneient Statutes. 
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and sanguinary tyrant,-^io it was that^ by the umled 
force of terrific and alluring inftu^nce, efery such 
sentiment, as that of indeplendence as towards the 
Monarch, wanted but little of being eradicated from 
every English breast. 

In regard to the duratioHf coupled with tfae'/V-^« 
ijuencj/ of Parliaments — the following are, ill genetal 
terms, the resultd already obtained, from a not as ytet 
quite completed search,— noW making by a (Vieifl'tly 
(On whose accuracy and judgment as well as catidour, 
1 have a well-ground^ confidence,) into the several 
authentic sources of information already published, 
With the addition of others, as yet unpublished, and 
IMie of them as yet untioticed. When the sealtrh has 
been completed, I h€f>e and believe it WHI be hid be* 
ifore the public m all ita amplitude. 

1. As'lojreqtuncyy. 

1; Thfat, from the year l«58v(42 -H. IH:) down tb 
tbfe year I640, (16 C. I. c. !.) the Monarch, in so Ar 
^ he could foe botind by an Act of Parliamt^nt, ttood 
boukid to hold a Parliament once a year far the least. — 
Thus far as tothe /aif . 

2. That, as to the nsage that had plade in pur- 
suance of the law, from the year 1265, (49 H. III.) 
down to the year 1484, (I R. III.) beyond wbkh date 
the search in question has not yet extended^^'-betng a 
period of upwards of two hundi^ed years-^malliffthe 
number of years, in which a Parliament does not from 
Dbe docmnents appear to have been suknmoned; iind 
in th^sie itivtances, supposing no racb isutamonft te 
have had place, the omission may with few or no ex- 
ceptiaos be aMPWted fof 1 either by the atMcnce of 
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the Monarch in a foreign country, (France or Scotlani^ 
or by the existence of a civil war in the heart of the 
kingdom. 

Thus much as io freq^ueruy. 

II. Now as to duration. 

S> Tliatin all that time there is but on^ instance, in 
which the same parliament appears to have continued 
for and during a portion of time so long as ^yeari and 
that in that one instance the duration was not so long 
as thirteen months. 

4« That in that time it appears that in a number of 
instances, within the compass of one and the same 
year, two^ three^ and even as many as four different 
Parliaments were held : so that the clause and ofterur 
ifmed hy was not a mere random anticipation, having 
no ground in experience. 

5. That, of what is now understood by aprorogation^ 
the earliest instance that has been found, is one which 
took place, anoo 1407 (8 H. IV.) ; tluU, in some few 
instances antericnr to that time, it appears as if, during 
the Christmas or the Easter Holidays, something of 
an adjournment took place : but that in some even of 
thesi instances, the Parliament that met was a fresh 
Parliament ; fresh writs of summons having in these 
instances been- ksued. 

6. That, however, in regard to the question of im- 
permanence — ing)ermanenee in any such degree as that 
indicate4 by the w(xd an»uality — ^none of these casep 
of prorogoHim 9xe material: inasmuch as whatsoever 
may have been the number of these prorogations^ in 
no histance does it appear that the same Parliament 
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conlinued in existence 8o long ^9 a whole year; tj^ 
one excepted, in which the. extra duration was not 
more than a few days.* 

Speaking of the Parliament that was held anno 
1407 (8 H. IV.). " This'' (ohscrve the authors of the 
Parliamentary History ^ vol. i. p. SO^^) *' is the hng^i 
*^ PdrlianuTU we have yet met mth: — it was continued 
*^ nearly a ^<ar, which wa$ an innovation on \bt 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ «'■■■■ ■ ■ I . . ■ ■ . ' I ■ » T y . .■ ■» . I »■■■»■ 

* Of Parliamentary acts ordaining the annaa), or oftener than 
annuaf, holding of ParliamentB, — by the refie|iirctie§ above mentioned 
three ot^ier instances have been founds over and above those wh|<^ 
are to be seen in the current edftions of the Statute Pook : these 
are — I. One in Henry the Third*^ reign, anno 1258, (42 H. III.) seven 
yean anterior to that (1265, 49 H. JIL) in which, for the first time, 
deputies from Bcrauf^ were summoned, viz, by Simon de JIMcmi^ 
fort. Reference for this is to Bymer'^ Fctdera and Afmaka Moruu^ 
terii Burtoneruis, 2. One in Edward the Secofid*s reign \ anno 1311, 
(5 £. II.}. [Lately published Statutes qf the Realm, i. 165. cap. 
29, 34.] These two anterior to those printed in the common Sutute 
Books, viz. among the Statutes of Edward the Third : 3. One ^post- 
erior to ditto; viz. in Riqhard the Second's reign; anno 1877 
(1. R. III.): for which see Brqdy, and the Monkish Historian, 
fVaUingham. 

. Anterior to the year 1265, (49 H. III.) in which deputies from' 
Baroughi were first summoned, viz. bj the Rebel, Simon de Mtmt-^ 
fort, cotoiep.a year (1264,) (4« H. III.) in whiffh Wtiii are, by the 
King, sent to the Sherifib of Counties, copmandi^g them U> return 
each of them four Knights, f^ BradjfT^JParHasneniary History — Rtfwi 
on the Public lUcords.'} 

In several of the instances in which Parliamentary Sessions, more 
than one, appair to have been held- hi the compass of the same 
year,— the evidence, by which the diversity cvf; the Piwliaaieotwill 
b^ made apparent, copisists, of (livers eztsUng list^ of Memlvers re* 
turned to serve in Parliament, in one andthe same year^ by an^ 
for one and the same County, City, or Borough. 
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^ ancient confititution, t(^m notice of by several his" 
" tofians as a great blot on this reign/' — ^There — Ho- 
nour4>le Geptlemen — behold in those grave and uni- 
versally respected Authors of the Parliamentary His- 
tory-r^ihe history so much lauded by the late Judge 
JSarringtonf brother of the abdve-mentioned existing 
Biifiop — behold in thtm another setofJacobins^ to be 
added by yon to Dean Swift^ — and to those predeces* 
SOTS' of your* s^ who, so lately as in the last reign, were 
so near making a majority in favour of annualUy. 
Where, in their view, was the innovation? 
; Of the body of proof thus promised, and already 
in part afforded, so small is the quantity that would 
suflice to repel — ^not to say to transfer — the imputation 
of ignorance and wildness — the charge which with 
such unfortunate and unfortunately groundless confi- 
dence, has, from so many quarters, beep thrown out* 

Now then, when thus it will have been se^ n, that 
no otherwise than by a course of unquestionable ty- 
ranny and misrule, was that so much more felicitouSi 
though earlier state of government subverted, — what is 
the consequence ? Even that, as for the benefit of a 
race of monarcbs, a reign of manifest usurpation is re- 
garded as if blotted out of the line of usage — so, and 
with no less propriety, (br the benefit of a nation, may 
a like usurpation, though committed by Monarcbs^ 
yet if committed to .the manifest violation of the rights 
of the nation, acknowledged as such by- unrepealed 
laws, in the formation of which JVfonarchs have can 
curred, — ^be considered as blotted out : — a felicitous--^' 
and, in that only rational sense, a legitimate — course 
pr line of government, — ^obscuredonly, but not blotte<| 
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e)ut by an infelldtous atkt thence aa illegitimate ^xtQ. 
fh this^way, if imagination be to be <»iHed in, (and why 
it may hot with a^ mtich propriety be called in and 
irairploytd in support of, instead of in opposition to, 
Uason ^nd utility, let any one say who thinks himself 
able), — ^if imagination be to be called iti-^ifHaginaticnj 
with its favotirite instrument, the word right, used in a 
SgoratiTe and moral sense, that insensnbly it may be 
taken and lemploy^d in a legal sense — why should not 
wage — usage so long contihued, so extensive, and so 
steady — ^be regarded as creative of right f and that 
right suspended only in its exercise — suspended and 
toot destroyed — by the intervening interval of wrong f 

If Eo^ and supposing the facts to be what they are 
here stated to be, — then so it is, that for the claim made 
tb the beni^fit of ihort Parliaments, to the ground of 
practical and manifest utility, — as bottomed upon the 
relations between interest and interest,^— may be added 
the gif'ound of constitutional right. Usage, — is it con* 
signed to disregard ? Utility remains sole arbiter, and 
annualily triumphant. Usage — is it regarded and con- 
Suited? Hight, is it considered as created by usage? 
Hfere then, to the ground of utility is superadded the 
ground 6t right. 

T5V6 or three centuries of right, followed by two or 
three centuries of palpable wrong ; — is it not thne — 
high time — ^that right should be restored — ^that suh^er^ 
sion should be siibvMed? Legitimacy — Monarch's 
legitimacy — ^does it stand upon ground so substantial 
Tn any case— las right — feople'sr right — in this case? 

In regard to njii^^, considered in the character of a 
fciWumsUnce by which, on the field of government, 
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it is propos<6d that ootldaot «hould be directed, or at 
any rate inflaenced^-^in what character, foi* the ptit- 
pose of any such applicati<»i, does it require to be con- 
sidered f-^in thstt of a^me&fjby Whd^e course dutcourse, 
as by one «heep that of other sheep, ought blincKlytd be 
determined f determiued— ^tid that with a degree of 
deference more and more implicit, the earlier the 
iiiMSi and thence the less experienced in themselves, 
as W!3U as the more dissimilar to our own, the times in 
which this usage had place ? 

' No assuredly : but in the character of a source of 
instruction: — of instruction, to be derived from an at« 
tentive scrutiny into the relations, of what nature so-^ 
ever, observable as between the circumstances of the 
pf»t tiime in question, and the circumstances of tht 
present time : as a store-house^ in which reason may 
find matter to woi^k upon ; not as apiUmuj on which, 
\iitiioot prejudice to security, indolence and imbeci- 
lity may sleep on and take their rest» 

A point which, supposing it true^ is to be proved^ 
i«r«^^-4llat, in the primaeval liitfes in question, not only 
was the degree of impermanence in question in a state 
of habitual exidrence,-^ut that it had for its cause^fot 
ii% accompaniment, and for its consequence^ tinA very 
state ef things — that very democratic ascendency, for 
the re-eBlabiishttient of "Wbrdhit is here proposed itt 
those latter times. 

Assuredly, in the developement of this prtoof, no 
gvttat difficulty will be found. For what purpose wak' 
it that 'tt 'jRir/itfyhM/^ndluding the assembly com- 
posed of Representatives deputed by the people— in 
a W4ird, a €onmons Housc-^htm wont to be eatlbd to* 
gptker by dhe Moiiarchf^:^«m-: to get monty- 
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Well: and if, without the trouble of calling togelktr 
and treating with these deputies,* he could, in his 
view of the matter, have got the money he wanted, 
would he at the same time have subjected himself to 
all that labour, and to the risk of finding it to be-^— 
what it is sometimes actually proved to be; — labour in 
vaip ? Not he ind£;ed. That he should have done 
so, is not in human nature. Well then: so ofteo, 
smd W long, as he was ^t all this pains to prevail upon 
the people to supply him with money, — so often and 
%f> U>ng did he feel himself as towards the people— as 
towards the great body of the people — in a state of de- 
pendancy; and, for centuries together, this state of 
dependancy was one uninterrupted state: — hastate of 
dependancy — not as now, as towards a comparatively 
amall confederacy of men, — the majority of them pre* 
tending, and falsely pretending, to be Representatives 
freely chosen by the great body of the people, and 
themselves acting in a state of corrupt dependancy 
under himself — Well : — this then, and nothing more, 
if what has been meant as above by democratic ascen^ 
dcncy : the sort and degree of democratic ascendency, 
for the establishment of which it is that the system, of 
arrangement here proposed, under the name of rcuiicai 
parliamentary reform^ is contended for ; the estaJUish^ 
ipen/,— for which the word re-esfaldishnunt will, it is 
hoped, be seen to be the no less apposite appellative*. 
With relation to these our tipaes, to both those other 
portions of time the appellation of old times belong 
with9ut dispute. The appellation of good old times 
-r-if to either, to which then shall it be given I Shall 
ithe^o those later times, when — ^SQmetimes for the gra- 
tificatiop of the everlastingly coojuact, and |Attl\l|llY 
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infiaDding and inflamed appetifes— -thirst for money and 
thirst for power— H>ppression was constant, Universal, 
and unchecked — waste always unchecked,. and, except 
in those reigns in which frugah'ty was* stained by op- 
pression, raging"^^— and corruption, ifiess abundant than 
at present, rendered so no otherwise than by its being, 
in respect of the demand for it, in so great a degree 
superseded by the more surely efficient and, .to a ty-* 
rant hand, the so much more pleasant instrnxnent-^ 
•viz. terrorism? — Shall it not rather be to those old 
times, in which due dependance was so firmly esta- 
blished in both its indispensable branches-^epen- 
dance of the Monarch on the people's Repres^nta- 
* lives — dependance of the people's Representatives, on 
the people their constituents : due dependance every 
where ; corruption no where ; unchecked wasle, no^ 
checked oppression, no where ? . 

fl6. Moderate Reform — its arrangements^^heir 
inadequacy. 

Comprised or comprisable under the denominatiOp 
of tnoderafe reform^ what the arrangements, which at 
different times have been proposed ? — 

* I ■■ ■ II I «■ II ^K..^— I l^— ^ ■ II in — ^— ^— — iW»— — HO^— — ^— ,^ 

. * Prosperous as it Was in all transactions with foreign pt>wer9» 
the long reign of Elizabeth (see NeakU History qf the Puritans, iy 
Toultnin) was a reign of grieToiis oppression, to all thoae who wwid 
not sacrifice to her thirst for power the reKgibus part of their con* 
sdences. Those who, with such undisturbed complacency, view ti^ 
majority so* long since established, Uttle think by how grievous a 
eoursjc of oppressijon it was obtained. The state of Scotland sbewa 
what, had it not been for that oppression^ would iu that reipect 
have been the state of England* ( . ^ 
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: Tiie inadeqv^icy^ aod liule lefii than 1^ 
(Aiein^ even on the suppo^itiooi oiT th^ir b^iog all of 
thevpirbrQQght forward together, and cpmpfJMd ip 
Qoe propQ$alf md carried into effect-^ 

JN^uch more the inadequacy of them, take^ siagly, 
or in any nvvober Uss |han the whok-^ 

Such arc^ the suiy^tppiGQ, destined for coiiisjderatipfi 
in tha pr09ept s^tiop. 

Supprqwpg trnderaU r^ftrmy in its ino^t perfect 
»bape, '^hm inad^qv^ei^^-rsupposing radioed xejomii^ 
luerj^Q.alMTe de^rib^^i th^ Qply ren^edy th^tpresenta 
apyj t^ieip^blq ch^mje of prpvipg adequ'^tf^f— wfafepce 
4iapp«9ii k^ ih^t by a set of men, profesaq^g thein- 
iftflve^ M Frimds afths PeopU^^' and as such, eneqURS 
t<>iqQrr»pttQP|-**THto corruptiop^thie r^ical di«pa*e, for 
ifUcb r€^m\m aU aloofibeen ^Oiolced tQ iq th^ Qh^- 
racter of the only reraedyjr-'Whience coipe^iti t|ia^by 
these men the adequate remedy has all along been re- 
JfS^^d ?rr^he ipad^cjuat^ on^, if ,^ny, ^ epabrff ed ijnd 
brought forward ? , . 

For a solution of ibis problem, the source or prin- 
cit>l6 rsferred to and employed-^ will be the s$^^ qfiri' 
Uresis* But, to shew in what partkuiar way, in the 
case here in question^ the s^te of interests tbua operates 
—-operates in such manner as to oppose an insuperable 
I?ar tp every proposition for adequate reform from such 
a quarter, will be the bu&ipess of th^ en^ming sei^tioo^ 

For a> ^aeiral conception of the aggregate man, of 
ithe distinguishable arrangements, capable of presenting 
a title, to a plape n\ the system distinguished by thfe 
.<appellatipp of The Modfrfff^ Mtform %^mt — take in 
the first place the following aaalytical 4abl$ of tb« Vr 
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veral proposals few Pjsirliamentajry Refornii brought 
forward in j^arliament since the comm^acempi^t of tI)Ci 
present reigp: — moderate apd radical takej;i togisfh^r** 

Total number of the occasions, on which Reform has 
been advocated in Parliament ....•• I5 

Deduct number of occasions, on which no specific 
proposition has been brought forward4. . . 3 

Remains the number of the occasions, in each ofwhi<^b> 
specific propositions, one or more, hate been brought 
forward ^ ^ ^ . > > 12 

Deduct number of the occasions, on which thciSp^qies 
of reform proposed has been radificAt • . • ' ^ 

Remains, lor the number of occasions on whiLqh the 
species of reform proposed has been of th< modsrati 
fseit . • • , . 10 

App. i. pp. 9,3, 6, 8, 9. 11, 1?, 13, 15, ,16-i . , _ 



. * For the imm^iaie sulsj^ct matter of this analysi^^ ^e Mr^ 
Meadly's paper, as reprinted in the Appendix to this work* 

t App. p. 5, Hon. W. Pitt, anno 178^; p; 7, Alderman Saw* 
Wdge^ anno 1784 ; p. 10,. Mr. (fipm Earl) Grey, wqo 17jKi* 

$ App. p. 4, Dake of Bichmoad, anno 1780. 

§ App. p. 9, Earl of Chatham, anno 1770; p. S, Alderman 
Wilkes, anno 1776; p. 5l Hon. W. PKt, anno 1785; pi. 8, ^ht 
Hon. W. Pitt, anno 178ft ; p. 9, Sight Hon. H. JTIoed, alina 1790; 
p. 11» Mr. (aomr Enrl) Grey» anno 1793; p, 1% Mr. (OQW £s^ 
Grey, anno 1797 ; p. 13, Mr. (now E^trl) Grey, anno.1800; p.ld^ 
Hon. T. Brand, anno 1810; p. 16^ Hon. T. Brand, anno 1813. 

Por this system, considered as a whole, the most determinate 
baris tbait can be faondttlay be seed m the. pap«r ^ri^inaliy prtsteJ 
anno 1793, by the Sofie^ formed «»no 1799, principally of Whig 
Members, under the name of Th£ Friends qf the People, and repdnt- 
ed (I understand) by Mr. Evans, in bis Parliamentary Reform pam- 
phlet, just published. 
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On these occasions, the following are the heads, 
to which the several proposed arrangements that haire 
been brought forward, have presented themselves as. 
ref(prable.' 

L — Proposed Arrangements applying to the Situation of 
Elector. 

I. Arrangements^ giving extension to , the £iectQrai 
franchise^ or right of suffrage^ and thus making 
adyatUes more or less considerable towards virtual 

vmifersal sujfrage. 

1. In the case of a County seat, admitting Copy- 

holders,* pp. li?, 15- 

iS. In the case of a County seat, admitting hestBC^ 

holders, p. 18^ 

3* In the case of the proposed number ofaddiiional 

Borough seats (or in Ahh Borough seals?) admittitig 

Hous^hoUUrs at large^ pp. 12, 1$. 

Ih— Proposed Arrangements applying to the Situaitim 
of Representative, 

II. — giving increase to the number of seats regarded eu 

not venal: viz. 
. , 4.. !•: County Seats, pp. 2, , 3i 8, IS, 16. 
,5* S. Cpunty-Divisipn, or Tjerciitortai District Sueats :, 
viz. — Seats formed by Division of Counties into aucb 
Districts, pp. 12, 14, 15. 

6. 3. Populous Town Seats, pp. 3, 8, 13, I5. 

III. — applying dminutian to the numker of Seats re^ 
garded as venal^ Viz. 

7. I. Suppression without compensation proposed, 
PP- 3, 7, IS, 15, 16. 
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- ^ 8. 9%^Suf>{H'emonitfthc6Mp^ati€^*pr^p69ed«p. 8^ 

IV. Eot'cHidingfrdm alt Seats apaH-^-^but a patf dnl^^ 
and that an indeterminale one-^of the Hutriber of the 

Members regarded as iold to the C ^-^r-Gerierat^ 

by the circumstance oftheit holding situations of pro- 
fit^ from which they are removable by him at pleasure. 

\2.Y. 1. To th^ at present established septennial 
duration of the power conferred by a Seat^^ubatituting 
triennial, p. J 2. 

III. Proposed Arrangements applying to both situations i 
or rather to that of £l£GT0R| cind that o/* Candi* 
DATE, ; - 

VI. Diminishing the expenses and other inconveniences 
. incident to Elections. 

1. By causing the Poll to be taken in Districts of 
«m^ll extent, carved out of the Electoral Districts; 
say Voting' Districts^ or Sub- Districts ^ pp. 12, 14, 1$,. 

a. By causing the Poll to b^ takien for (iff place f pn 
pn^ and the same, ^y, pp. 1SS> M. 

3.. By inhibiting every Elector frpm giving his 
Vote in more places th^n onet p- IStt 

These six clusters of arbiigemerits— consider them 
how in their respective bearings upon the state and 
condition of the two sUuatibds Jn question ; viz. tfiat 
of Elector and that of Representative : including in the 
latter case thit of CaHdidatei 6)c propostd Candidate, 
f.- Js to t/kU of Ehtcrous. '"^ • - * 

Ifithe accbiint given of radical 'reform, takeji ae-' 
iiordirig to the jjre^em editidn of it, (see §5,^6), foi^r^ 
expedients or arrangements w^re stated as ^ssemtiall/ ' 
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AC^^asarjTi and of the |jm4ii«h qS tb^ir title tPthtt 
character, some preflumption it is hoped aflbrde4» 
These are, 1. Virtual C^nii^^ja/i/y of suffrage. 2.Prac* 
kical Equality of suffrag^-^i* e. practical equality in 
respect of theqiiaatumof the influeuce exercised by 
the several Electors in virtue of their respective suf* 
fr^es.r-S- Frndam of suffrage. — 4. TJjence^ as an 
indispensable instrument of freedom, inviolable S0* 
crecif of suffrage. 

Consideration had of their mutual relation and re- 
lative importance, with a« much perbcips, if nft^ with 
greater, propriety— -this order miglbt h^^vi^been chang- 
ed, or even reversed. 

1. First then as to secrecy of sy^ffrage.. Upon the 
effect given to the principle here in question depends^ 
as hath been so often cA)isitxwtd^ freedom of suffirage : 
freedom, viz. in both its contrasted modes, — ^free- 
dom as against /^rroriim, and freedom as against brU 
hery. 

In no individual scheme oireform^ capable of being 
designated by the generic term, moderate reform, — ^is 
any such proposition in favour oX secrecy of suffrage to 
be found. 

S. Consequently, no such security aa is afforded, by 
that principle against nonfreedom^ alias spuriousiuss 
of suffrage, in whichsoever of those two modes it is 
considered. 

3. Asto nrtualunjaierfalUyqfs^firage. OirigfnalJy, 
by those advocates for refQrm> wh9» in li^ ancjl 1793» 
acted in a Society under the title of the Ftfiends^ of ike 
People^ — inlhe instances of what has herein above bcfu 
il«i»i|pated by the name of the houstiholiUr plan, np 19* 
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eofidid€rai|le winnise irte ttiade. Bot, to iht County 
Seats it wa» fiot proposed that tfaitf extcndion dhonld 
be applied: and of the existing County Seats it was 
propo^d (anno 1797)i that from 92 the number 
dbonld be hicreased to 1 19 :— tm^eased by ii5 : a little 
more than a fonrtb.* Moreover, the leader of that 
eminently usefol associatiod having since put froni 
liffn an arrangement so effe^ua),-^careely does it seem 
at present entitled to be numbered among the arrangef^ 
ments belonging to moderate reform: from the system 
of moderate reform it seems (o have been as it were 
expelled, and driven for refuge into that of radical 
reform. 

Be this as it may,— to the ^ting forccf and efieet to the 
universal interest^ in the stroggte which it ha« to main«f 
tain against all partial interests in general^ — and in par* 

* On turning to the document from which this article in Mr, 
titzit/s f^pet, here reprinted, was taken^ vi2. €bbbett'« Pari. Deb. 
iM. 1^ (DetMle of May 9l0t» 1810), I find, that in the Plan on that 
^ bnni^lit fimrafd by the Hon. T. Brand, one proposed arrange- 
ment was, that '^iUrif^ qf tfoHng ihculdbegiven, to Mh^fuehpldcn 
pigfing farochial and other taxes. The reason for the mention thus 
made of it in this place is — that, in that paper reprinted from Mr. 
MeacRy's; it wi& not be to be found. I hope not to find any other 
eecaiioQ tor vtgrctting my inability, (pressare of tidie considered), 
t^ 9^^!^ li)ce mfereace to the sources in e?ery one of the other, 
instancy, On the other hand, as to this modification of the kouK- 
»o/<fcr plan,— it appears not that it entered into Mr. Brand's design 
to make appFication of it, in any other instance than those of the 
p^alous and at present unrepresented Toums to which it was his 
dsrifn to.giite aeaU: to the CbwMie^ k seems pretty clear that it 
wqs. not ti^, design of this genjdeman, any more than it bad been . 
^^^ ^fjth t^At the advance thus made towards virtudly universal 
to£fragc should 1^ extended* 

S8 
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ticular against, the hiiherto irresUtible separate and 
sinister interest of C- r^General and Co., — the effi- 
ciency of virtual univeraality wouldi it haiB been shewn 
(§ 7, 8.) be altogether precarious, — without the as- 
sistance of freedomy and thence of secrecy of silfirage. 
Hence it is, that without that shield to fretdom^ — by 
whatsoever plan, whether the above-inentioned house- 
holder plan or any other, any advance were made to* 
wards virtual universality of suffrage,- — it would be 
matter of some uncertainty, whether, with reference 
to the universal interest, service or disservice would 
be the effect of it. 

4. Lastly, as to practical equality of suffrage. 

'Reference had to the existing state of things,— to- 
wards the sort of equality here in question, an ad- 
vance — nor that an inconsiderable one, — would, be 
made by viriual universality of suffrage^ — on the sup-, 
position, that full effect would be given to Wr/ua£iini- 
versality; even supposing that, were it possible, no 
separate attention to practical equality would be paid* 
Still, however, without such separate attention, the 
most eflfectuat provision that on that supposition could 
be made Tor practical equality ^ would remain in a state 
very far from complete. Take for example JVhySdrum 
and Gatton: by the application of the principle of 
virtual universality to those twp boroughs respectively 
— those same two boroughs still continuing to fill each 
of them a parliamentary seat — the contrast which the 
state of those two seats of snug proprietorship would, 
in respect of equality as between the effect of one right 
of suffrage and another — ^the contrast, which the state 
of those I wo seats of snug proprietorship would form 
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>nrith the state of Yorkshire, jbr example, — would be no 
less striking than at present. 

In any all-eomprehensive advance made towards 
this species of equalization, would (evidently be in^ 
eluded the breaking down of the several Counties, each 
into two or more less extensive Electoral districts. 
■ lii no edition oimoderaie reform have I been able to 
observe any such decomposition advocated; By Mr. 
"Brandy-— ffbo^e edition, together with that which was 
once iEarl Grey*s^ may be stated as being the two by 
which the advances made towards radical reform were 
most extensive, — this decomposition is mdeed dis- 
tinctly brought to ^iew, but no less distinctly is ao 
exclusion put upon it. ■- 

But, in the section (§ 10% in which bribery and (er- 
rorism are brought together and confronted, — it has 
been shewo how, as well by the vole-coinpeUing as by 
the competition-excluding opieratioii of it, the seductive 
force of terrorism is increased: increased by and in 
proportion to the geographical extent possessed by an 
Electoral district : — in proportion to remoteness from 
the Poil*book,--^J^/^^}u/ and conaumption of ^itn^ by 
jmtmeys and demurrage v/\ll have been seeo to be in- 
creased, thence to a proportionable extent exclusion 
put upon such Electors, in whose instance the r^^^/- 
ling force of those inconveniences is not overcome by. 
the compelling force of terrorism ; oppression and spu- 
riousnmss^ in the case of all those, in whose instance to 
^ pressure produced by the expense and labour erf 
the journey, is added the obligation of contributing 
^7 their sui^ages Jo Uie a^vapcen^cpt pf a flandidate,' 
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to whoM MlyanceiMfit they are^biolately or compara^ 
tively averse. 

Out of the six above stated clusters of propoped ar- 
xangemeats proposed by moderate refocmi Hich tk^n 
is the ioefficifocy of the thr^ifint: vix, I. tfaofe b^Fr 
ing for their object, or profes/ifd objept, tb? giviqgfx^ 
tmsion to the Eledoraifranff^se; 8. those having for 
their object, or professed object, the giviag infrgfiu^ to 
ftho number of seats regarded as wt V0ml: 3" those b^v^ 
* iog for their object, or professed object, tb^ (^tfuniUian 
in the number of seats regarded as venal: — and in these 
three groups will be found comprised all those which 
bavfi immediate relation to the siluatiop of Eleclor.* 

*— ^— — — I ■■ I ■ 11 ' ■■ ■>■ < <■ > ! >■ PM n i »»^w^ti» 

* Takiog tb* ftepreffeaitfttion upon its preseot footifigVTHope^ea- 
tare it potaefltes, which m the way hereja questipii if eminentlj 
pr^adicialy-^and in the instance of which, whatso^er use it may 
baire had, has for cebtdrles been in great measure, if not altogether, 
MMolete^ ■ i 

Ills is, al ^rer Snglaad^^in the eans of HmC^mti^ without mr 
cfptioii-«^nd in the case of the Borough^ with no more than fire 
exceptions — the hairing two seats, filled by one such territorial Ekf> 
toral district. To this sort of duplicity I know hot whether any ra- 
tibna! cause lias any where been assigned.. Was it ^ proristoo 
against s^Antfit f Was it that. In their negociaiioBb with tin €^io«3a» 
Hb^^fiMiiypf eMdx Agtilt mi(^ht find a ^^guard in that of tht 
other? Note^ that by the want o£ ih^prmf and even of the pen, 
the Aegociations in question were rendered comparatively aecn^ and 
unchecked* 

Suppose eaeh County di?ided,---llhougii ft w«re into no g^afer 
m number of districU than two, ^ith a seat attotled tio eadi^HrboT 
Wopid be sotnle advance mad« toward gracficul ^^^tdlihf of suffrage 
as above explaiped ; here would be sope advance, but that advance 
still far firom adequate^ 

Under moderaU r^m,^it appears not tfaat» even ibis first Mp 
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IL JVextf as to what regards the Situation of the Rep rk- 
8£KTATiv£ Body and its Members. 

la relation to this part of the Election system, tkr0€ 
m ouaber are the arrangeoi^iits which, in the present 



towards the equality in que8tion> has ever found favour among the 
advocates of these modes. 

By Jfr.Jir^md m piirtittiilsr>^--by Mr.Bnifid; whose efition of 
modowft refom aeeante Wei»ttienearttttofvtclic«/y«94hfeadea9f 
thus dividinff <{];^iiDties is broiiglit farw^ and iqecte^- 

But^ in the circumstance by the consideration of which this r^ec- 
tion is stated — stated as having been produced, — 1 cannot, relation 
had to the great end as above exphiined, discover any determinate 
nieoiivenieaeSfc 

The remit which, in the speech sseribei id that geifttleo9SD> is 
stated as the uhimate inconvenience, i»«-that^ on such a plan, s^e 
inhabitant of a Tovm comprised in the County, — ^in contradistinction 
to some inhabitant of the Counity part of that same Ckmnty, — would 
be generally returned. So far die Honourable. Gentleman. But, 
under a system of J¥ee suffrage, supposing the result to take place; 
110 iMoafenience can I ^wX in it, Neithet the inbsbit^t of .the 
conntry part* nor the inhabitant of the town partr would be chosen^ 
unless by the minority of the Electors he were deemed fitter than 
any other person they could choose : and, so long as they chose the 
fittest person that waft to be had, whether a town or the countr]^ 
were the scat of bia rtndenee^wonld, for any feason I can see, ho 
a «»stter of comply indifl^onee. 

In the next place, no cause can I discover adequate to the pro- 
duction of Chat same result. 

'' Tk$ freebMen qf the Taum,'' (says Mr* Brand), "woMtmi* 
*^ faanfi^ftemt a»€r the fttchoUhn qf the County, because they cqi^tf 
'f titmim a^MWifs oi^iiMiiiir Mssi o# on SifcHQ»»"-^Yeu, al pretm4» 
white the only tenkmal dktricte, vis. the Qnmtifii, ,wr€» oftiMrof 
tfawk» with refereaoe to this, not to speak of otbpr purp^Mi, 49 e^-* 
cetiiTcfy estonilve. Yes; under Ihs ssriffNy iUt« fof ^Hiigs*^ 
Scarcely, however^ it should acem ia tte staH pf Uwg« which bo 
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edition of radical reform, are proposed n» so mtay 
essential arrangetDentSi necessary to the establishing 
in that qaarter the union otdtie independence Vith due 
depindance : viz. 1. Exclusion of Placemen from: the 
right of voting; (leaving them always in possesion, of 
the right of speech and motion :) S. Measures, such as 
shall be necessary, for the securing on the part of 
each Member a constant and punctual attendance on the 
service of the House ; 5. Impermamnce of the situations 
respectively occupied by the ^Members in virtue of 
their respective seats: viz. that degree of 'imperma* 
iience which corresponds to and is produced by the 
annual recurrence of the Election process. 

Observe, on this occasion, the object and use of these 
several proposed afrangements. 

1. By the ^5r of them, a correspondent degree 
of independence J as towards C = — r-General, is pro- 
duced On the part of the Members individually coqr 
sidered. 

S. By the second of them^'^besides the addttional 
sureties afforded for intellectuai aptitude and active 
latent^— 2i remedy^ in the nature of a cheeky is provided : 
provided, against that disorder, which, in addition to 
the improbiCy it gives birth and Hssfstaiice to, on the 
part of Members individually considered, — gives birth 



himself proposes: MertfarMire, tot ar^utnerit sak^/ he siipposes'Co. 
be divided into four districts. But/ «o small id the estlent of that 
^^^^^nity^-^i^de it into fonr pHietieatty ^cmt diMfiioCs> aiid» in A 
icentrttl spot of each* 'place the l^/J*frooM,— small* indeed would be 
tile nmnber of tbeEteCtors that; by reftioteheto frona that spot, would 
(one should think) find themselves practitaUy ezohidfed from the ex* 
^rcise of th^lr ri|^ 6f iikffira^e« ' . - 
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ind support to the Tarious derwfs^ by wbicb C ' ■ ■ t * 
General and Go. contrive to give increase to the aggrd* 
gaie of the effect, produced by the aggregate ma»s of 
the matter of corruption in their hands : viz« by keep 
ing oat of the House, on the several particular occat 
sions, a number more, or less considerable of the Mem- 
bers, by whom, if present, a check more or less effica* 
ctous might be opposed to their particular measures. . 
: 3. The third has for its object — the giving the ne- 
cessary slrcogth^ to tbose ties by which the dependance 
of Representatives on their constituents is established. 
; Arrangements belonging to the general head, in 
question, Mr^^ : the tuwjirst {or dnt independencif the 
third iov dvt& dipindmce. 

' Observe now what appears to be the habitude of 
moderMi reform, as towards > these several last meur 
tinned proposed arrangements* 

* 1. In relation to the ;/(rj/, it seems rather difficult 
to say, whether, in what has been proposed, as above^ 
Moderate Reform, considered in its present stale, ought 
or ought not to be considered as taking any part: 

For the purpose of shutting the door of the House 
kgainst actual corruption-eaters — persons actually sit^ 
ting with the bread of corruption in their moutb8-*--a 
proposition, as above noticed (viz. in § I3), was indeed, 
ki one instance (anno IS 10), brought forward. But^ 
by the Honourable .Gentleman (Mr. Brand) by whom, 
on that occasion, it w^s brought forward, it was, on 
the next<iccasiou (vijc. anno 1812), abandoned- 

On this occasion, supposing its title to a pbce in 
the budget of Moderate Reform admitted, — ^a simple 
leference to what (in § 13) has been said on the subject 
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of kg iaade^ualeneds may here tuffieeb By the ptaioe 
il letY£s to the damim, among the oori-ui^liDo-etiterer-^ 
whUe the tckwmhsdffid funs are excliidtid,<^the prio* 
dple, iilstefld of biiog uprokUidi it apprared and 

S. As to iheaecond pointy via. Attendance. OF the 
disorder^ produced by the violation of tfaie duly—Hhe 
fulfilment of tvhich forms a necessary preliminary fo 
the performance of every othery^— in no one of all Ae 
several propoeals, included in the Moderate Reform 
system^ are any symptoms to be found, ittdtcative of 
any. the slightest glance, as having ever been direMed 
toirards thie object: to the disorder itself^ — ^nor ccmmo* 
qoently to any arrangement, considered as prsoeitCitig 
the prospect of a remedy. On this subject, Moderate 
B^efortn, ift every one of its editions, matnttiM tho 
most completely uninterrupted silence* 

9. As to the third point, vis. Impermdnencen .im- 
permanence of the sitaation of RJopreseotative^ase^B^ 
SCituted by ammatity of Election. 

As to this matter, for the purpose of redticing to 
ite nUnimum the length of the teirm, and thettpe rtis* 
iiig U a. oorreepoudi^ maximum the degree of due 
depead eme e k " of dependaooe, on ihe part of eifch Ha^ 
presentative, as toward bis CoBStitttlmts,--^aider r«h 
dkd/reibrm> the cfompai^tively short timeiqditfatml'by 
the ivpord annuaSiy £s inaisCed upon as ab^fe; vix; 
the jvdJuctigo, of the at present esbiUished Ipngt^rm 
indicated by the woni sipteweiali^y to the dimtosi^m 
eC tills fborl teras; 

' On: ilie ^thef hand , on tbe oeoasite of the redskCtioOi 
whichv ia some degree Or other, both editiom 9f 
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£»tm jmi^ al stopping ai tbe rtagc, ipdiqited by H»f 
^fffd inmmttUty'r^Trwuwfl PtiiianufUs it ^dpUs oC 
DDd ftaUafoT* ag^o«t «m|iia/ PwUaineoM U km^U m 
ihuttjps Idle doPT. 

: Tb»t, in c^napariion of apnoalitx, tl^e rein^y in- 
dicatf d 1^ trmaitt^ u inadequate,-— and in what re* 
fpet^to anddegrees Uio sO|-^re questMns, the aniirer* 
to which nay aiEPord vatterfor » separate lectioov 

lUfiiaio t«p proppaed arrangements, the utiility. of 
If|r^icb)asfar astheygo, is h^re admitted ; but, ii^reo 
lation to which, the doubt i»-^wb«ther having, as ht 
as appearsi be^n deserted by the men who at one time 
ifi^re tbe^r advQi^ties, and who still ^ntinue to belong 
to the depownatjon of re/armists-^viz, mQ4tratfintt 
(Q»:«i8tir-they can with propriety be . at pr^n^ofc re* 
garded as having a place in the. moderate reform sy*' 
tern : v^hether, firpm having in jbrmer days been sound, 
proftifoli and wtffwaiy, they nu^y not, in the eyes of 
existing modtrafiM, have become mfd and risumtny, 
Xh«ie are, 1. The jffnfstholder Pltm,, as above-men- 
tioned : — an article of the number of those which 
apply more esptciaUy to the situation of EUctoru 
This, as far as it goes, is an advance made towards 
ifirmaUy mwertal t!vffir<fg$ : and, in th>| character, has 
b«en mentipned, as an arr;tng<;ment, whi?h,--thoiigh 
»otfiMnpif^«ty adfq«atei-r««ight,hy r^w^Mreformislf , 
fw.tbe prieaent at ^x nte, be <?t<:pede|d tp witboui. 
i»i)«h.ftiw:tan«fl> .. ;.. ; 

But, by a radifii^ {osformist, it cpukji npt, befefused ta 
any Electoral Distr iet ; — to any part of the pecula- 
tion : whereas, by wt Modire^e Re/ormist,hy whpm it 
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bato tsrtt been advocated, '^oes it appear tb^t the a{^ 
plicatTon of it has been proposed*— any farther than ib 
such 7\)H^ Electoral I^istricls, as upon his plan mett 
proposed io be established : at any rate, to some of 
the Counties in their capacity of Electoral Districls. 
' Lastly, as to the plan for exclusion or reduction, of 
the expense; delay, vexation, and disorder, at present 
attendant on, or incident to, the Election-process: 
viz. 1. Voting by districts. 2. Carrying on the pro^ 
ces< in all places on the same day. 3. Arrangements 
to prevent the same person from giving his vote in 
or for places more than one* 

Neither of the second, nor of the third, of these pro* 
posed arrangements do I find any mention in my owii 
Plan (drawn up anno 1809) as herein printed. Regard- 
ing at that time their importance, as being,r — howsoever 
in an afoo/u^e view considerable, — inferior, in a compa-. 
rative sense, viz. as compared with the others herein 
brought to view,^t has never yet happened to me to. 
apply to either of them any considerable portion of 
attention: useful and unexceptionable, — in so far as 
practicable, — such is the character in which they have, 
on each occasion, presented themselves to a 4:ursory 
glance. 

In regard to voting by districts^ — in the ensuing Plan 
of Raclical Reform it may be «een presented in a shape 
rather more determinate, it is believed, than in any of 
the Moderate Reform plans^'— n6r, in any one of them, 
does it seem to present itself in a form soffieiently 
diierminate for contrast and discussion** 

^ For the sake of dUtinctioo aji4 f^emies^ of ponception^— for. 
any such diMricU 9lb, for the puipose of thft more commodious 
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5 17- Triennlalify inadequate ; — Annuality 
necessary. 

Comes now what remains to be said on the subject 
of impermanence. 

The conflict is between annualUy of Election and 
trienniality. 

I. Compare then the twodegrees of impermanence-^ 
in the first place with a view to appropriate /rr{7&z(y. 

1. In the event of misconduct, the remedy is by a 

collecting of the votes, may be proposed to be carved out of the 
Electoral Districts, I employ the appellation of Sub-districts : under^ 
standing^ all along, by Electoral Districts, those which correspond Co, 
aad.in number agree ivith, the number of the seai8:^^-^ot, in con- 
tradistinction to the Electoral District^, these Sfub-disiricts might be 
termed Voting Districts, 

To express what is here expressed by dividing the country into 
districts (some of lhem« in the ensuing Plan, Territorial, others Po^ 
piiation. Districts)^ — the phrase employed by an Honourable Gentle- 
man* isj " making the Returns by Districts t" to express what is hen. 
expressed by voting, or collecting the voles in Sub-districts, to bo 
called Voting Districts, he says, " taking the Votes by Districts.*' 
. The occasions, — for spewing of the Districts which, upon t^e Plan in 
question, would have to correspond with the number of the seats, 
presenting themselves so continually, — Whence the necessity of prori* 
ding a name to spe^ik of them by. As to the phrase employed by. 
the Honourable Gentleman,— though the propriety of it may be 
considered as unexceptionable, yet, as it affords not any name 
for the thing I had such frequent occasion to bring to view, it could , 
not, on every occasion, be rendered applicable ;to my purposes r 
nor indeed, till after some little expense in the way of attattumf wai. 
the state of things which it presents brought within my view. 

« Mr. Bniid-**Gobb. IM. xvii. l3l.-TAim 18110, May ft. 
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better choice. In the ctae of annuality, behold here 
promptitude maximized ; in the ca^ of trieDiiiality, 
degree of promptitude, uo more than btie-tbird of 
what it 18 in the other case. 

2. So, in respect of discontiDoance of choice, or, in 
one word, removal, considered in the character of ^- 
nishmenij operating in the way of exan^le to others. 

5. In respect of expense^ whence, in case of exctst 
and consequent pressure, temptation to ve'nality. In 
the case 6f annualiiy^ behold here the temptation to 
expense minimiud: in the case of triemtiality, the 
temptation thrice as great. 

N. B. By the secrecy of suffrage^ here proposed as 
an. arrangement essential to the utility of radical re- 
foimi, the temptation to expense being altogethor, it 
itt believed, taken awayy — ^if (his be admitted, the adU 
▼antage attached to annuatity on this score will, as to a 
considerable portion of itf be to be left out of the ac- 
count. 

Under annuidity, for the purpose of corruptioa- 
bvntiiig, scarcely would it he worib the while, df a 
man deficient in probity, to offer himself a second 
time to choice, thereby expoising his character to scru- 
tiny: at any rate, small, as above, is this price which 

C i r ^eneral would be at the same time able and 

willing to give lo him ; — prompt the time at whicli bis 
power of doing mischief might be put to an end. 

Under trienniality, three years is the term for which 
every opian may sell himself to anybody: — three year8« 
the term for which hia service laay be bought by 

C- ^r-general: — three years, die time given talrim' 

to remaisi in » cevplete state of M^m^imc^ as to- 
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waiiRds dhtsHtuents; Iheooe iii a state of complete d§^ 
fandance and mischievous obseqaionsfiess, as at pud- 
aent, as towards his purckasir. Trampling oa his 
duty— <loiDg the work of political lancleanmess with 
greediness, dufii^. the whole of ttie two first years, 
with A part teoce or less considerablf of the last^-^just 
at ihe close of the term-^(adequate active «laleQt being 
supposed to be in his possesion) — by aome dadiing 
and teotineatary display in the exercise of the ant of 
popularity-hunting, the corruption-huntej^ may have 
promised himself-— and perhaps not altogether with* 
out sneoess — the satisfaction of thi^s atoaiiag for his 
p«^t wsoQodncti in th^ eyes of a never-with^aoffidcat^. 
uAJversaKKy-^or-coostaiiey-atteotive, and theoqe Hot 
e^er ioo iodolgeott people 

Even under a system of mdiW reforan^iof reform 
in {^U other particulars BntA a&jheiie projposed-^in all 
olhftr particulars (sappoee) perfeet-Hiiich m hese^Mid 
th^re an instance may, in this partkular, be the residt 
of :2IQ ttftfortuoate choice QiM^emade^ Bot» in other 
partipttiwsr-for w»nt of this or thai other of the fe» 
ture^ essential to compl^^ly efficient reforaH-*whe«» 
ther it be virtxi^l miren^J^jf of aiitfiVager practical 
^pvHlj/ i9 respwt of the ^Eeot of the right of ^uf^ 
bfigfh pt Hcni4^f and thence fu^iom of attfifage,~» 
iMPpPM ^ system so constructed^ as that it riiall be 
ia the power of any individual to secuK to himself 
the pf&rp^ual comfosand of a s^au;— on this s^poyt 
tioo^rr^ )>y iodqleoce, by unpopularity, or b^^ any 
othei faiVMSi it ^lould t^^pp^n to him to have heoonie 
di^»i<ioUned tp oc(;9py the feat in his pwn person jsiuf 
loi^BWr^^ifre nm^W thf Sfatj whiiib be ip»y fiiiflhiia. 
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9il( in a eonditton to give or sell to this or that ether 
Honourable, by whom the like pernicious use may be 
made of it: and so — Parliament after Parliament — so 
long as the seat continues in his hands. 

Exactly in this case would the Representation con- 
tinue to be, — supposing that mode of moderate reform 
adopted, of which the reduction of septenniality to 
triedoiality is the principal, if not the only^ feature. 

II. Next as to appropriate inlelUcttuU apHtude aad 
active talent. 

In the case of annuality, — in the event of deficiency 
^i^absolute or comparative — ^in respect of these endow- 
ments — both or either of them, — in the case of an* 
nuality, behold here, as above, prornpliiude of the 
remedy maximiud : in the case of trienniality, promp- 
titude no more thztt ene^third. 

' ' Here then is a three years' term, — during Which a 
man, whose appropriate talents are, all of them, with 
oir without his probity, either in his aeres or bis purse^ 

may fill a seat with useless matter as at present: 

matter at belt useless, and naturally prone to become 
worse than useless: for, generally speaking — (though, 
alas t in one way, excerptions are not altogether want- 
rog)-^he more destitute a man is ot tutturdl dignity of 
character — of natural tide to esttolatioti^ and redpect 
«^the stronger his indutement to sell himself to 
C' ■ r-general; — purchasing in exchange^fiTfCttj 
dignity, in the shape of baronetcy or ribbon,— for self, 
or for^relative, friend, or dependant,' tn any one of those, 
or of some other more substantial shapes. And how* 
soever, for no more than a single vote, with whatso* 
ever coastancy and punctuality repeated, the least vs^ 
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lliable oF these implements may be deemed too great 
a ppioe^^^^yet/' if^ by: one such article . bestowed Upon 
one 'itidiMdaal) seats ioibre than one should be to be 
commanded^'tlie bargain may here and there be, by 
both parties, fouhda convenient one. 

• Referable to t^is head, comes now an objection 
iftscrib^d to Mr. Brand. Under annuality, the term 
not tong enough for gaining the requisite stock of ex-* 
perknce : under trienniality, the term long enough.* 

Answer: I. In this respect, during the whole of 
the first year, annualiiy and irimfualiiy are exactly 
upon a par. Under atmualityj — in the election of the 
SiconAytwCj every Representative, who has served the 
firvt year, will, in respect of presumable aptitude, 
have, in this redpect, the advantage of every candi« 
date or pi'oposed candidate, who has not as yet served. 
And l^y this- consideration, in default of determinate 
cOMiderations pleading on the other side, it seems 
aatoral that the choice of the Electors should be de« 
teraiined. 

* iS^t try the bye, in either case, of what avail is op* 
fforhmity «f acquiring aptitude, any further than as 
the opportunity is improved ? And, under the exist* 
IPS system, unless it be on the part of a dozen or two, 
where is the iiipf&^^.^ See above, in various places. 
— ^And what accordingly the disposition and the habit? 
See the Section on Attendance* 



♦ Cobbeti's Debates^ xwL ISl.-^MaySl, 1810;— " Annaal Aif i 
^ liaments would be found exoeptionabk, from the $taortii€» of the 
^ Iperiod, by le«iTlng the representative too little accustomed to bu« 
'^ siaest to be competent to bis duties in tktt House/' 

t 
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a. The idea of detaching jj^ecA and moHan\ on the; 
one band, from vole on the other; and by that means 
securing, even on the part of the ministerial side, a 
supply, so much more to be depended upon than at 
present, of appropriate aptitude in the shape of actir^ 
talent-^this ide2i not having entered into the design, 
nor perhaps into the conception, of the Honourable. 
Gentleman^^ — on this supposition, the comparative 
smaliness, of the quantum of intellectual aptitude 
possessed by such of the Members* as have vot«s, will 
not have presented itself to bis view. On the sup- 
position of radical reform, the men £br whose deci<* 
siou the arguments on both sides are presented, will 
be a set of men, who have no interest in a wrong de* 
cision : and, in default of se^-formed judgment, the 
dpmion from which dirivative judgment will, in their 
instance, be derived, will, in that state of things, 
wherever in the balance of reason and argument, 
the scales bang tolerably even; be most naturally 
the opinion delivered by the members of Adminis*-. 
tration: — by those members, to whom tiot.only speech 
but motion is proposed to be so extensively ^fld uni« 
fofmly secured.* 

* Cobbett's Debates, xvii. 15&— May 21, islo.— Him.' T. Brand. 
•^'f Other gentlemen migbt consider other objections to the exist- 
" ing state of the representation of the people of more iinportance, 
" and particularly that respecting the duration of Parliaments. 
'^ Upon Ibis question he had bestowed much and earnest attention, 
** iQid he 'found' it on< of enom!U>u$ dificu/^, but of actteme tn- 
^' fereat aqd et}ual impiM^tftO^e* Septennial Partfamenls had a ten« 
f dency, from the length of their term, to weaken the relation he* 
«' tween the Elector and the BepreaenUtive, and to shake the dc* 
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In the itfpDtaliofi meant to be conveyed by the 
words tW^ md visionary j sind do forth — (for by Ho- 

^ •_ - • - . - - . ^ - . ■ t ■ ■ ■ -■ ■ - - ■ -■ ^ - - - 

" pendance of tbie one upon the other; — while Annual Parliamentt 
" would be found not leas ejDceptionable, from the ihortness of the 
'' periodfby leaving the representative loo little accustomed to. 
'' busiuess to be competent to his duties in that House, and from^ 
** the too frequent recurrence to the troubles and contests of Par- 
^ liamentary Elections. The one term was too long to please the peo* 
**.ple; and the other too short to sat^fy the Members, He, for his 
*' own part, would be inclined to take n middle course between tha 
" ieztremes of Annual and Septennial Parliaments^ and to recom* 
" mend Triennial Parliaments ; which, without the evils of either* 
'' would possess all the advantages of both/' 

Advantage to the' Member^ — ^Yes: plain enough: advantage tot 
tile people still to seek. But mind this — MembersMnterest set in 
the balance againat the people's interest, aQd the scales, it should 
•eem, hang even. 

Consider, however, where' Ms was spoken. The supposition that, 
when set against the interests of those trustees of the people, the 
interest of the principals should suffice to make the scales hang 
^en'-'faazarded in that place, a supposition to any such efiect, was it 
not a daring one ? By the Honourable Gentleman '* the question" 
had iKen f ^ found" — thus frankly, he confesseS'^'f one of enomums 
" difficulty, hut qf extreme tntere^ and equal importance" Of enor- 
BKMt difflpttlty ? — ^ extreme interest? — Oyes: no doubt it had. 
But <he difficulty } where did it lie ?*— In the » interest.'^ And in 
what '^ interest ?'?— in the interest of the Members. 

All this while let it not be forgoUen, that--«to keep out improbity 
'-•^^dsrrufdionrkuritmgimprohiij^^is the capital object. 
• As tQ.apptopriale active talent, a case may be conceived, in which, 
taken in a certain degree of abundance, the effect of it may, upon 
the whole,, be iound-^iiot only not of a beneficial, but, in some re^^ 
apects, apd in a certain degree, of a positively prejudicial, naturer The 
deahreto take a share in the speaking jpart of the business, or even ia 
the writing part — suppose it to be to a certain degree extensive and 
intenae, an inconvenience of a sort above*no\ed <o|i another occaa 
^on, niz. useless and excessive consumption — wasu, in a word, of 99 

12 
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nouraUe Geotlemen iht charge ^oS &adiQ§ teiMe for 
their eloqueDce has, along ^ith so; many othw bur* 
theas, been left to us of the swinish multitude) — ia 
the number of these conjecturable imputations, on 
this occasion likewise, are we to place the charge of 
tendency to produce disorder ? But if td Parliamen- 
tary Elei^tions of any sort a charge of this sort at- 
tachesi it must assuredly be to Elections of that sort^ 
which would have place under the system of virtually 
universal suffrage. Under tl>at head (see §8.) the 
proof, it is hoped, will be found tolerably sufficient 



preeious aa article aa isaie—- disposable official tiiiie-Haaay be the 
refiidt. This considered— only for the sake of giving increase to 
tbe number of the indiTidnals duly qualified to beOome objects of 
choice, and thence increasing the probability of tbe he$t choiee-^ 
1/1 atHitudef in resp^ of tiM one of thettbriee dements^ an olQfct to 
be desired and aimed at. 

Not ad« in regard lo appropriate mfeihetttai aptUitdc, considered u 
distinct from appropriate active taknt; — in respect of this elementt 
inconrenience not be]i^» either in.thti ahape of viasuqftmt, orio 
a^y otber shape, liaUe to-be ^produced by anjf degree of abuii« 
Aau^t^^'-exde^i caoupi here by uny possibility find plaoe. . 

Qn the other bap<]# only In the event of its pwtailiiig torn cer> 
X^ixtsteat, wiH d^'ency^T-^ven in respect of this great;,-r-and to a 
. certainty innoxious endovmtot^-^-be prodiictive^f any practicali^ 
of l^ny thing more than a f /<«orersca^a ^^^Me^ite^Mti a wofd^ of 
any reo^inconTenknCe, On the part of a docid6i nisiiQifky'oC Ae 
population' of the House*-4ay on the part of tbe great mn^ority— 
suppose, for argument sake,, that, in every instanee^.the voles reqpec* 
tively given »re on the right 8ide,«-^n this sut>positioi> jt matteos 
not whether, the rectitude baa for its cause a ri^. UlMhrmed 
judgment^ a right ^icktftw judgment, or «Fea (auppchingitcoa* 
aealed from, public eye) the most perfect imbeciUi^of jfidfawDt ^«i^ 
imbecittity,--'kept, in thia kA ijMtance, inthepatbofircotittide by 
thebahdofCk^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 




ocxcUi 



that, in no instaiiGet under that syateia, or miaehief,— * 
io any of the shapes in which the term disorder iaeirer 
employed for giving expression to. it^-^would. there be 
any reasonable ground for apprehension. But, if not 
even on the supposition that ^e widest, possible 
extent were given to the right .of suScage,. still iess.on 
the supposition of any less harrow extent : and if not 
in any one year, then not in three. successive £Iec« 
tions for three successive years, any more than in one 
such Election having place in* the first of these same 
three years. 

If, indthercase, — \\z. in case of anni4^i/{(y, or in 
case of /mnma/iVy,-— under radical reform^^-or even, to 
go Bo farther, under virtually..universal suflrage,— ; 
tendency to disorder were worth a thought,*^ratheroD 
thet:ase of trienniality than in. Che case of annuality 
should the thought be bestowed.— Why ? — For this 
plain reason :-*-because, the longer the term in the seat, 
the greater the value of the seat; the greater the value; of 
the seat, the stronger the incitement Jn both situatiofis^ 
— ^that of Candidate and that of Elector ; the stronger 
the incitement, the greater the temptation to di^prder 
in every shape. 

On this occasion likewise, if it be worth while, look 
once more to experience. .During the ancient period 
above-mentioned — while Parliaments were changed, 
not merely every tycar, but oftener^— from imperma^ 
aence, even when carried to that degree,.~in any such 
shape as those which are inclndied -under ithe headof 
dUorderir^m what instances does incooYenience appear 
*to haVe ever liad place? ' •. . . 

. fisLYf but, it may be aaid^ no wonder. During >all 
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ttiat period, parliamentary service was a service of btii^ 
then:— not, as now, of profit: the object was not to 
get into it, but to keep oiit of it. 

Answer*. Yes, accidentally, but not uniformly : ed* 
pecially considering that in those days the servants 
were paid for the service, and that by the proper 
handfr-^their masters: and as to disinclinationi it was, 
unless by accident, disinclination — not on the part of 
servants, as toward the service — burthen and pay toge- 
ther — ^but on the part of the masters, as towards the 
expense of paying for it. As to the statute of Henry 
the Sixth, though by it great' concourse is proved*-^ 
great concourse the state of things, competition the 
probable cause of it — disorder^ instead of being proved, 
is disproved. 

Well, if this aitaVn/ experience will ncA suffice-*-* 
and small indeed to the present purpose must be con- 
fessed to be its value — look to ancient and modern 
experience combined in one-«— -linked together in a 
loog and uninterrupted chain, having for its last link, 
present time. Look to the Metropolis :-^look to the 
City of London:— lock to the Common Couficil :--*EleC' 
tors the whole body of the Liverymen, in number 
several thousands.: — ^Elections annual r-^Districts, in 
which the Votes are taken, Sulhdistricts* In * what 
shape was disorder ever seen heref 

JVay, but (says the adversary) this sample oj yours ir 
not a fair one. Tour uniyetsal'suffrage men-^-^or even, 
your Householders^^speak of them in the sdMu breath 
with the Lbndon Liverymen? men $yho are not only 
Householders, but such substantial Hpuseholders,f 

X answer — not in the poorest cfinsses^ any mb^^ ^^^ 
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in the ricnest, wiU disorder in any shape have place, 
where no cause of disorder in any shape has place : 
»Bd) by the means so often brought to view, every 
imaginable cause of disorder has been shewn to be re* 
moved. Even in the present disastrous times — under 
the pressure of such unexampled cause of irritation— 
in the vain hope of obtaining mercy and relief at the 
hands of their oppressors — ^what multitudes have we 
not seen collected together — rmultitudes in ten times 
the number that would ever be present at any such 
Elections as those here in question ; — and yet — to the 
sad disappointment of those tyrants, by whom dis- 
4^rder below is so eagerly looked for, as a pretence for, 
;and thenee an instrument of, tyranay above— not a 
spark of disorder visible- 
Will not that suffice ? Look thien to Westixiinster ; 
number of inhabitants, 162,085 : — number of Elect(M-s, 
at least 17,000. — Voters, not distributed among <Sti^- 
districts^ but driven all together — all into one and the 
same Poll-booth: compared with the case of onnioi- 
liiy^ existing interests rendered the more stiitiula*- 
ting by the superior value of the object of competi- 
tion, and by the rareness of its recurrence. Freer 
from disorder in every shape is it possible for Election 
to be, than (see p. cxxv.) in this great city, its popula- 
tion — 'parft and parcel of the contiguous population 
of more than a million^ — ^it has been for these ^^it years 
past? 

Well— ^to secure, and (or ever, the same undisr 
iurbed tranquillity all over the. three kingdoms, — 
nothing on the part of Honourable House but the 
jBuiU — so it be but sincere — is necessary. 
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Oil the ground of g^nerij principles, were .the ^di 
vantages on the side of annuaUty ever so slight— or 
even altogether wantidg^-respecially when it i$ coat 
sidered that under the original system not only was it 
actually established but the good effects of it wer^ 
even at that time so manifest and undeniable— *on this 
ground, ere with any colour of reason, or pretence, or 
any hope of the reputation of sincerity, iriamuUity 
can continue to be set up in preferehce^to it,' can it be 
Otherwise than that some gtounds-rr^some specific 
and determinate grounds-^must in. support of such 
alledged preference, be produced ? 

Towards the close 6f the reign of Charles the First, 
(16 C. I.c* L) at the opening of the L6ngParliament--r 
the so often repeated and so iodg observed engage* 
ment,tor the Annual holdic^ df fresh Fad Jaments^ hav- 
ing been so long. and sopantinnally violaled as to have 
bec\9me in: Inen's conceptions ofasoUteiy^tnnntfWiQf 
was^ for the^r^f time, established byla^r instead of it* 
TrimnMUyi am) not anriuality ? .Why ? Because at 
the commencement of the struggle Parlisutnent did not 
feel itself strong enough to exact any thing more: to 
exact the restoration of the original and so thoroughly 
approved but unhappily so long despaired ^ iftate of 
things.' 

In Charles the Second's tim«, (16 G. IL c l.).lhe 
legitimacy and despotism, which led to the Revolutaon, 
having for four years been reseated on the throne,^^r^e 
provisions, extorted from the piety of the father being 
found too efficient, were repealed: these .repealed, 
others^ the merit of which consisted in tfaeijr tnefiih 
ciency, substituted. 
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Id WiHiam's time, (6 W. and M. c. S.) the in- 
eQiciency of the provisions dictated by Charles the 
Second having been so fully and so superJBuously 
proved by experience, others less ineffiqenrt were snV* 
ptituted. Here too however, instead of being aimmli 
the duration was made triennial. Triennial ? Why ? 
becaDse by this time the value of a seat to the occupant 
was pretty fully understood : and, for the giving to it 
th^ utmost duration, and thence the utmost val up 
which at that time had ever presented itself as endura- 
ble, the two above-mentioned precedents furnished 
Honourable Gentlemen — the Honourable Gentlemen 
of those daytf— -with a pretence. 

Gomes the n^w dynasty of the Gwelfs, and now one 
of the first a^ts of the first of them ( 1 G*. L c. 38.) wap 
to poison the constitutipn of the country: of that 
country, the voice of which had called him to the 
throne. Most probably the sdie^ie was in the greater 
degree^ if not exclushrely, the scheme of the Honour- 
ables among his advisers : fhe b<neQt to them being 
as manifest, as to the ill advised Moparch it Was pro- 
btematicaU Their cansfituenfs had seated* them for 
three yeiirs ; they seiited themsehes for four years more . 
An analogous retaliation would have heen another 
Gunpowder plot ^ not contrived only. but executed. 
JHloW tcAig 4iaU j^rnric^/j' continue' bound by chains 
of iron, Itusteeshy n^tbiog but cobwebs? Accord^- 
iog; to these men, to such a degree was the nation ad- 
verse to the new King, — ^all the Official Establishment, 
added to all the Army and the majority of the Peerage, 
would not, without the continued service of these 
Honourablesy have sufficed for his siipport* Well 
then — if it was so^-'(not thit it was so)~^what was he 
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t^elter than an Hrarper, fenced about by this guard of 
petty tyrants? Tbe Monarch was no usurper: ht 
was fairly seated. Not so Honourable Gentlemen. 
What shaft I we say of their successors? successors 
seated by the original «in of their forefathers: seated 
by the same breach of trust. 

Remains one short observation, by which much sad 
matter is brought toview. "In the situation in.question, 
only in proportion as k contributefl to strengthen the 
ties of 4heir dependance, is impermanence, and thence 
annuality in comparison of trienniality, of any uset only 
therefore in the case, and to the extent, of that portion 
of the whole population of -Honourable House, who are 
in any degree dependant for their seats on the good 
opinion of the persons styled their constituents : and 
-how small that minority is, which is composed of the 
persons whose presence is not a nuisance and an insult 
/to the whole people of the United Empire, let them say 
to whose industry the melancholy secret has been re- 
<vealed. Before the Irish 'Union, anno 179Sf according 
to the Friends^f-thS'peopU Society, of the 55S Seats, by 
Patrons, I549 seats €Iled, 3^7 ; not known to be so fill- 
ed, 25 1 ; known majority of sham Representatives, 56* 
Since the -Union, anno 1812, according to Mr. Brandy 
of the 658 seats, by Patrons (i. e. single Patrons acting 
as such in severalty) 182, seats filled 3?6; add ditio» 
£lled by compromise between 40 pair of Terrorists, 
seats filled, 80 :* total 406 and more : Representatives 



* The paisaffe, ai reportecL not beiog altogether clear of am- 
.^igpit J, here follow the words : — ** above forty persons retained oh 
tiikcr^* (eaeh?).<f«td(, by that which was deiiomlnaled aompr^* 
.-QiWc*i'*I)fkrt«^adii, laSi Ma^S, 1618. 
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n>t known to be aliam^ 2&S| and no more: known mai^ 
jority of sham RepresentatiyesTy 1^4, and more. 



^18, Interests adverse to adequgie Meform-^ 
Support given by them to Moderate, to the ex^ 
elusion of Radical; Tories — WKi^s — People's^ 
men. 

A sorter paradox — ^a sort of riddle*-^hefe presenCt 
itself. Behold it in the following train of confiicting 
circumstances. 

Of the function of the Members of the Gommodi 
-House as sach^— Representatives sent, or supposed to 
be sent, hj the hody of the people, to officiate in the 
character of their Trustees and AgentSi sole use the se^ 
curing on the part of the servants of the Monarch a 
due dependance on the wi'll^^-on the supposition that 
the will will be governed by the interestr-^f the whole 
body of the people. Seductive influence of the Mo- 
narch and his servants, a^ bar to that use* ' Remofot of 
this bar the proper object of every change that under 
any such name as that of Parliamentary Reform can be 
proposed. The mode of Reform called Radiccd^ as above 
explained — this* the only change by which that removal 
can be effected, Moderate Reform a change altogether 
inadequate; Such the state of things which, (not to 
speak of other eyes) to the eyes of the set of men in 
question has been all along lying open. = 
- Now as to the line of conduct pursued by them 
under and in relation to this same state of things. 
Among the professed advocates for Parliamentary Re- 
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form, on; the pnrt of tbe cofifisderacy of Itiading smii^ 
styling tfaemseivefll (for, at the formatioa of the con* 
federacy thos they actually did style themselves) — 
styling themselves Friends of the People — and, at that 
lioie^ li^'one^l^cai? prelidiinRry. vervicd of i^n^akable 
ut«i,rl^Uy ^«lifig\^fc.u^-?nQA^thei part of^/^5#> men, 
add ia^t»ariicular;on.the,part;Of ^such of theiSr as are 
or have been in possession of seats in that same House, 
a declared hostility towards every adequate plan of 
reform— -an excl(isive preference |^tven to that al* 
together inadequate one. Under, the state of things 
thus described,— in the repugnancy between profesr 
sion and practioe^-^professions so universally kppt up 
by '9o vast a body, composed of men of the most re- 
S|iect^ble charaoters, in 4he highest walka of life-rriO 
this repugnancy — ^in this sort of inconsistency-^Jiep 
thsriddle. 

Hi^re then we have the riddle. In the \flaf^ of in- 
terests^ on the4>artof the body of men in question— in 
this sovrf;e aqdno otber^^will the solution \o( thif 
rid41/^,J0^ any person whose curiosity may hs^ppeq tQ 
hafve seat him in qu^st of it, be to be found. 

FoUqw now the sub-toprcs under which the matter 
of this section will be found. 
I. Sp)e qlue to political conduct, interest. 
IL Tories — Whigs— PeopleVnaenr-'-General coincir 
deqce of interests 9s between Whigs and Toriee... 
III. Particular points.of Radical and efficient Reform, 

by which the joint interests would be affected. 
JV. Reforms to which they would be equally irreeon- 
. tfileable, though contributing nothing to demor 
crutieasoendiQcy* 
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V. Country Gentlemen — Opposition of their par«^ 

tiqular intereiti to efficient Reform, »ad thereby 
to tho uQiYersal interests. 

VI. Optiansi-^ Gompronmes-*- Eit^riments — Post- 
ppnemeDts. 

VII. UsesiPf this exposure. 

I. So^e elite ta political condufty interisL 
In this puUtc situation^ or in any other, be the tWi* 
ridual who he may, haire yoo aay such wish.as that of 
possessing either adoe to his condnci in time past, or 
a ;meaiis of foreknoving-hia^ conduct in time future f 
Look to-the situation he is in, in r^pect of interest— ^ 
iJ^ve yOiiiiny siich )WiaK in regkrd to an aggregate 
body? . LoakjBtill to interests :«^ook to the situation 
which jthe* whole or the majorUy of that body are in, 
ii^. respect of interest.. J ^ 

In the cafieof an individual. itninoym it iayour onljf 
clue : in thd.case of a hody — ^Boeaaing the governing 
part^of it^— ^xce^t in so far. as, fay accident, the vieir 
taken fay it .of its interests may have been rendered 
erroneous by weakness,^t is a sure one. 

Yes : in this one short phrase, the state of interests — 
eterylmah has at hand a glass, ip which, — ^when set up 
iiiilhie>lield of r/i^ai>^and.more particularly in thai 
compkrElment of it i^hich ' embraces polities f-^^f. 
manymrbo is not afraid of seeing things as they are, 
may ai.ilL times see,, what it will not at all times 
be equally agreeable 4o hiAi. to. see. Where €fa# 
object or objects which it- presents to his vie4 hkve 
aoine;thiagonore'or«iess of unpleasantness in-^eoH-^ 
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where the effect of them is to check thevivMity of 
thslt swaggering and strutting pace, which when in 
their vibratipns before a, looking-glass^ pride and 
vanity are so apt to a88ume,-~aothing is more natural 
than that the eyes should have a tendency to close 
themselves. But, on this occasion, let a man's eyes 
be closed by him ever so fast, in those same eyes 
at which it began will the compression terminate r 
it will not communicate itself to any other. 
* In the case of a man, by whom a public situation 
ifl any way efficient is occupied,-H-the correctness 
of the conception which he himself has of what is^ 
passing and about to pass in his own mind, — and iu 
particular of the springs of action by which his own 
Qonduct has been and is in a way to be determined^ — 
is to the public at large,* a point as indifierent as it is 
unascertainable : but, to that same public, a conccp- 
tion as correct as can he fornied in regard to these 
same springs of action, — and the share they have re- 
spectively bad, and are in a way to have, in the pro* 
faction of the several effects, is frequently a matter 
of no inconsiderable importance. 

In the view of giving what facility it may be in my 
power to give to ah^ inquiry of this sort, in the handft 
9f tay:6uch persons oj may^ by whom the need of en-^ 
g|aging in it may happen to be felt, I will accordingly 
in 'this plaoe, notwithstanding the repetition involved 
in them^ venture tol submit two rules or directions : the 
sne positive, the other negative. 

h Positive, kule^ — To satisfy yourself befon 
kand^ H^iatyon a giym occasion^ will be the: course a mm 
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ff^iil takiy look to iht state of interests': look out for, and 
take note of, the several ioterests, to the operation of 
which the situation he occupies stands exposed. 

. St. Negative auLE. — In your endeavour to satisfy 
yourself what^ on the occasion in question^ is the course 
he will take^ pay no regard whatever to professions or 
protestations :-~to protestations, by whomsoever made^ 
whether by the inan himself or by his adherents :, never 
to professions and protestations, directly made and in 
that very shape : still less, to professions and protes* 
tations muffled up in any such disguise, as that of a. 
storm of indignation poured forth upon the malignant 
and audacious calumniator, by whom any such expecta- 
tion is held up to view, as that the conduct of the men^ 
in question will on that occasion Or any other, be in. 
any degree likely to receive its direction, from those 
springs of action^ oii the predanUriant force ^nd effi-. 
ciency of which the preservation of every individual i» 
every day of his life dependant. 

A case^ — in which, by the application of the above 
roles, it may here and there happen to a inan to be led 
into a conclusion, more or less erroneous^ — it that of 
an individuai. For, in the case of an indiVklual, the 
most correctly framed general rules will every noni 
and then find themselves put to a fault, by theuntion* 
jectiiraUe play of individual idiosyncraciea« 

Far otherwise is it in the case of a body of men ; 
more particularly in the case of a body, the motivet 
of which are in so great a degme open to untveinal, 
iphservation ar those (rf* a political party. The larger 
the body, the more unerring the indicationa aflbrdoA 
by those rules. 
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* Take for exsinple the case otiinwersalst^agi isA 
the^ laile Duke 6F Ridhmoiid* By what tolendUy ix^ 
telligenfc imrtid, knowing i^^thingaf him but thafhe 
was a Diike^ could any^uch ^xpectalioa have been ea- 
(intakied as thM of finding in this IXiire an advQcate^^r^ 
»£eiltous and perslAVei^ing advocate— for univciraalguf^. 
fit^ge.^ Yet, by this Or that incideirt in the iDterioirof 
his life — some temporary hearc-burniog for esample 
between this great Aristotrat and his Monarchical 
cottsin-Hthe apparent pystery' might perhaps . havte 
been^— may stiH perhaps one day be etplsdned^-^fhe 
paradox removed, the riddle solved. - 

* Accordingly, that there shall never. again be a 
DiUUi in whbse instance tmiversai suffrage shall find a 
zealous advocate— ^16 a predictioiii which the ohserva- 
cion bfthftt one case shdold ^office to prewnt a man 
from'bekigforwitfdtto utter r and so iareg;aKd to each 
df the several' features, essential to radital^ i. e. to ^^ 
eient — parliamentary refprm. But that .theris never 
will be a Kim&i sn:wh|qh \aU Dukes, or sa much as a 
ttiajority of. the fdUoK^ship^of Dukes, will under mvy 
ikbfer 'impulse than that of fear,, join in the advocating 
oChnyisUch arrangement^, may without Asisaj^t id error 
be prvBounied' with' unlieaitatiBg confidence. • 

* fe in^tbe%casel4if;the l^i^j,. considered wilb a view 
to radical PailiaaBefitaty Refcurmv Thati amctng thoae^ 
Membtoa of Farliteient^^ who at present, on the oeca* 
•ion of' a party*qhestiont ate in .the iohk of voting im 
Md with the paitty aotdehommated^ ^re are not ni^, 
«i4iOft ataaythdei will be fpand advbcating this only 
Mcieiitbulwail:f\agaBntt^l»joosan;of <ultiiri<^ mistry 
with which the country is threatened-^sapeediotioft 
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-liappily DO leas ipprobable tban it would ht uncoto- 
foTtable. But that by any other impulse than that ^ 
/ear-^by^ay impulse . other thaa tbat.hy which 4he 
conduct of their more prosperous antagpnistsi the 
Tories^ will he directed-^netther the cn^hok .body, nor 
«o much as the majority of ihe numbers of the party 
in question, will ever be engaged in any such self- 
denj^ing course, — is a prediction,. whicb» by a shout 
glance at the state of the interests bearing upon the 
situation in which they fitand, any man may feel himself 
compelled inwardly to join in, as well as warranted 
sn uttering, with an unhesitating, howsoever melan-» 
«holy, confidence. i 

That by an absolute MonaKh-^nnot only tmder 

him, but even in the place ^/ him — a representative 

democracy should he established — this, even this, is 

upon the cards. By no other mtaos, irould so . heroic 

an act of bem^ficence be exercised: — by no othc^ 

means, could so vast and unperishable a treasure of 

love and admiration bejcoUected and laid jup:~-hy no 

other means, could so novel and striking a manifesUir 

lion of talent and genius be^isplayed: — by no other 

-means, could jeven so vast a mass of power be eater* 

-cised : power exercised, and for ever, over posterity^ 

a pow^r, with reference to which, ihe vainest and most 

^selfish of despots— Lewis the EourteeDthr-^recogniKed, 

and foretold, what those who came immediaifeeLy after 

him experienced — his impotenoe. 

Of voluntary surrenders, of monarchy — surrenders 
made into the hands of expectant and Monarchical suo- 
cessors, there is no want of examples: notevtn jn mo^ 
dern;— not even in European history: Charks the Fiflh 
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«f Cgrmoffy^ Mooarck of so maiiy. vit^t Mbnar^hif a:-^ 
.Ghristioa, of Sweden ; — ^Victor Amaideas of Savoy ^-^ 
Pkilip the Fifth of Spain % — ^here, in so many differei\|( 
nations We bitve already foqr examples* But^ on the 
part; of an Ansiocraiical body ^ of the surrender' of 
ally the minutest particU of power which they were 
able lo wtatn, where is there as much as any one e&- 
sample to be found ? 

' II. T^fs-^WhigSr^P^t^k's-mn : — Gimralfoincidence 

oj mltttH$ as bUw^m Whigs and Tories. 
'' To this purpose at least, aU-*«and to every other 
purpose almost all — in whom in all its sevesal forms 
Farlian^dfitaty Reform finds o^posers^.may he con- 
'iridered asr|ieloaging to the chi^s 4i£ Tories. 
' ' To thisMme pnrtMse^aU by whomito the exdushn 
ofrBiivtd'teSatmjmcdgrate reform is advocated orsqp- 
porfed, ms(y be considered as belonging to the class 

o 

' ' In respect of all the several elements belonging to 
the system of radical vefbrm^ — and in paffticnlarao- 
cording to the edition here ventored to be giveft of it, 
-it has foieM seen what,«-^with the exception of a cetv 
-tain confederacy of particular and sinister inter- 
ests — are the exigences and demands of the mmiuirsal 
inHrest^^af the interest of the whole people. Those 
by wboAi that universal interest is advocated, may, 
for distinction sake, be termed PcopUs-mm^ 

Now then, so it ia that, in respect of Ibtse same 
matters, TVnW and Whigs — both parties (it will be 
seeti). aetiHg nnder ttie dominion of the same seductive 
and coi'ruptive influence^*->wilL be seen to possess the 
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lam^ separate and araister iaterest :*— an interest cobw 
pl^tely and uncbangeaUy opposite to that of tbe 
whole uncorrupt portion of the people.. 

That which the Tories hzye in possession— viz. the 
matter of good— ^the object of universal desire in all 
its shapes :--rthe matter of good — the whole of it, by 
the relative situation of C- — ^— r-Genenai ^nd Co# 
pn the one part, and the Members of both Houses on 
the other part, converted into matter of corruptive 
influence— rthe AYhigs have before them in prospect 
and expectancy. 

Lin the first place, as to ft^asie and corruption^ cgr^ 
rupHon and waste.-^-^i the Tories^ it ever has beeni 
^d «ver will be, the interest — to keep that portion of 
the substance of the people, which is expended in 
waste and corruption, as great ap possible : so of the 
Whigs likewise- Under non-refomh this quantity will 
^ left imtQ^ched : undeir moderate reform the r^duc^ 
tioninU* if siny, would he minimized: under radical 
reform,, it would be maximized. 

In the next pla^e, as to secUs. — Of the Tories it if 
the interest, that th^ power belonging to the seats 
which tbey have at their disposal — that therefoi^e in 
pumber as well as value the seats themselves — sho^ld 
{remain undiminished. On the part of the Whigv, fo 
far as concerns the aeats at thfir disppsal, behold, thq 
self-same interest. 

Partly to proprietorships parUy to terrorism— [not to 
speak of bribery) ; to terrorism, ;is well 9f the competi* 
lion-excluding aa of the rote-compelling species— are th^ 
Tories in the greater proportion, indebted f<Mr MmV 
seats. Ta the same instrument of subjection-^^ to. thf 
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»&tt)^ extinguisher of freedom — without any asdertaid' 
ilble difference in respect of proportions — ar« the 
Whigs indebted for their seats. 

Of the Tories^ in respect of their seats, it is the 
interest to be absentees dd libitum t absentees for the 
purpose of half the effect of corruption as above ex* 
plained: absentees — for the purpose of private in- 
terest, dissipation, and idleness. On the part of thci 
Whigs — with the exception of that corrupt purpose, 
in whidh none but those in power can be partakers — 
still the same sinister interest. 

Among the Tories^ it is the interest of all persons 
who have seats at command, to enjoy, clear of abtigd- 
tivn, the full private benefit of those situations, and of 
the^o^^ they confer.* clear of obli^adbn in every 
shape, and in particular, clear of all such oblfga- 
tionas that bf possessing any the smaliestgtath ofo^ 
propriate apiitudi. In respect of interest, the Whigs^ if 
taken individually, will be seen to be in that'satne case. 

Not having in possession, nor in any tol'efiibly pro^ 
bable and near expectancy, any share in the existing 
mass of the matter of corruption ; — no public money at 
their disposal — no peerages, no factitious dignities ; — 
hence so it is that,* — setting aside their respective masses 
of private property,— in the power attached to the seats 
they possess in the two Houses — but more particularly 
in the most efficient of the two-— they behold the sole 
efficient cause of whatever pre-eminence they Can 
hope, as a party, to possess in the scale of mfluence. 
In the eyes of the people at large the sort of corpo-> 
rate union they have been wont to maintain among 
themselves, presents itself to them as securing tQ 
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tlietii' a sort of , chance, of entering, once more, on 
•ome unknown occasion, be it for ever so short a time, 
into the possession of efficient and profitable power. 
In that auction, at which by greater and greater ma- 
nifestations of obsequiousness, the favour of C— — -r* 
General must, by all competitors, be at all times bid 
for, — impossible as it is for them — incompatible with 
iheir distinctive character — to outbid, orsp much as 
to come up to the present occupants, — it is not in tho 
nature of things, that any possession, which it may be 
supposed possible for them to attain, should be of any 
considierable continuance : of any continuance beyond 
that of the longest of those short-lived ones, which 
past experience has brought to view, 

But if ever, as a body, the Tories go out altogether, 
the Whigs as a body, being the only formed body in 
existence, must cpme in : come in — and, being a body, 
cotaie in together. Here then, such as it is, is a 
dbance : and the thing of which it is a chance being, so 
long as it lasts, — a mass of power never much less, 
and now not at all less, (ban absolute, — thus it is— ^ 
especially to those of them who elsewhere have no* 
thing but this chance-— thus it is that, being their every 
thing, were it even much Uss than it is, it could 
tiot be prized at any thing less than the full value, 
And, the smaller the portion which is thus left tq 
ihem, it being their all, the more rather than the less 
pertinacious, will be their deteripination tq preserve it 
undhninishedr 

Thus, without any need of concert — most probably 
therefore without any instance of acUial concert— has 
» sort of tacit ^(hpperation been kept up between the 
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two contending parties : Jin allfence ih^rm but defen- 
sive, but in effect but too offensive, a^ihst the peopi# 

and their interests. 

* 

IIL Particular points of Radical and efficient Refoi^m^ 
by which the joint interests wotUd be affected. 
In regard io seats ^ by the interest of the Tories it is 
required, that as well in respect of the number of seat^ 
in their possession, or within their gtasp^— -as ahd in 
respect of the value of tho6e several seats — taken iri 
all the elements of which iri such a case value is sus- 
ceptible — things, if in the sense of particular and 
sinister interest they cannot be itiade tetter, should at 
any rate continue as they are. Without any tli^ 
smallest difference, all this may it not bie predfcated 
t)f the interest t)f the Whigs? ^ 

.1. As to the number of these sejts. 
' Of the partictikrs above brought to view in the cha^ 
racter of arrangements inducted in the present edition 
of radical reform, the following will be seen te con- 
cur in lessening the number of the seats in the pos^ 
session of the present possessors ; meatitng hy ptestM 
possessors not merely the existing individuals, but 
moreover all others whose possessioti \vill be the re^ 
suit of the skme causes. — ^These are— 1. f^iftuai iMi-- 
versality of suffrage; 2. Practical equality of suffrage; 
i. e. practical equalization of tht quahtities of popu- 
lation and territory respectively comprised in the two 
proposed sorts of Electoral districts, viz. popvUctti&n 
knd territorial districts ; 3. Secrecy of suffrage; thence, 
4. Freedom i>f suffrage. 
'* A» to the .particular means by whicli this ^tter^} 
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e&ct will be produced^ they will not be far to sefck. 
By the yhhu^V vnitcrsaUty in conjunction with the 
praciic^l eqiuUity^ the presents possessors, together 
with thooe who would have iieen their successors, 
would be excluded from the proprietary seats: by th» 
same eanses, with the addition of the secrecy^ and its 
fruit, the freedom^ all those to whose possession either 
terrorism or bribery would be necessary, would in like 
mann^ stand excluded:*— excluded as well from such 
seats as they are now in the habit of filling, as front 
;dl such other seats^ to the acquisition of which thpse^ 
same modes of seduction would be found necessary* - 
All seats being thus laid open to all Candidates, 
self^proposed and proposabie^-^wbatsoever advailtage 
would reoiain to the existing occupants, would be the 
result*— -either of habit on the part of Electors^ or of 
good reputation^ already acqbiredj iii respect of tbese^ 
veral elements of apprbpriate aptknde so often brought 
to view : of wh|ph reputation the evidentiary caiise 
might be .either of a ^ect nature, consisting of service 
already p^ormed in this same line of public service, 
orof aaVaimj/an/fa/and jSrreit^/i/^V; hsiture; the pre* 
sumption derived, from virtue, manifested or supposed 
to have been manifested, in other parts of the field of 
action, public or priVate: amotig which that negative 
sort of virtue, which consists id the innoxious and tin» 
offensive application of thenlatter of opulence to the 
use of the possessor and his particular connexions, w 
ill little danger of being overlooked or under valoedf 
II. As to the ydue of these same seats. i 

ImpermiatiefBce of the situation-^necessity pf con- 
i^ant attendiince— -exclusion from official situation*?, 
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unless on eondition of losmg tbe right of veting-^-liy 
the conjoQct operation of these several arrangemeots^ 
would the value of all seats be reduced: reduced lO; 
the instance of all seats without exception) by whom*' 
soever ocdnpred: the reduction therefore attended 
with a correspondent sensation ofless^ia the instance 
of all existing occupants of such seats. 

As to those Members, who in the existing state of. 
things, add< to the profitable possession of official sku- 
fttions, the not altogether useless, though not adctition* 
ally profitable right, of exercising control over, and. 
sitting in judgment on, themselves and one another, in 
the character of Representatives of the People, — the 
effect which the change would have in their instance, 
would be the ohlig^ton of making their option be* 
tween the assurable possession of the profitable office^ 
and whaUoever chance, they might respectively have 
of obtaining the unprofitable vote. 

!• Virtual universality of suffrage — 2, Practice 
Cfualitg of suffrage— 3* Franalom of suffrage — 4* Secrecy 
of suffrage — ^under the head of arrangements applying: 
more immediately to the situation o^ Elector have> 
these four. articles been conjunctly brought to view: 
under the bead of arrangetnents applying more 
'immediately to the situation of Representatipej the. 
three following: viz* i. hnpermanence of situation— i-* 
say, as particularised by the word armuality. 3. £ffi*i 
cient obligation io constancy of attendance. S.-Exdu^. 
sion of Placemen from the right oi voting — though not 
from the right of speech or that of motion. ... 

By the set of arrangements thus applying to the 
situation of Elector^ — ^by these would the existing 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



cccxut 

waM be tlipt from under the individaals by whom^ 
vrhen not otherwise more profitably or pleasantly oc* 
copied, they are at present filled : by the set of ar* 
rangemeuta thus applying to the situation of Repre* 
sintative^ would be stript ofi* a great pari — ^who shall 
say in what sad proportion the greater part ?— -of the 
value, whichi but for bo merciless a defalcation, might 
have been found attached to such newly furnished 
seats, as by the operation of the first- mentioned set of 
arrangements, would be substituted to its existing 
ones. 

Annoying*— lamentably annoying — would all these 
several innovations be to the Tories: — little less so 
would they be to the Whigs. Sole difierence, the 
difference between possession and expectancy, — and 
that confined to the option which, in so far as office is 
concerned, would be to be made, as above, between vote 
and office. 

IV. Reforms to which they would be equaUy irreconcik* 
abUj though contributing nothing to democratic ascen- 
dency. 

By trienniality alone, next to nothing, if riot abso- 
lutely nothing, would be done. 

Even by annualityj little more : the application of 
it would in England be confined to the small number 
of Cities and Boroughs, in which the number of indi- 
viduals participating in the right of suffirage, is consi* 
derabk enough to operate as an antidote, more or lest 
efficacious, to the poison of corruptive influence. 
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TABLE, abewincy on a rovgli calcnlation, from Mr. OMfield's History oC BoroD||i 
(6nt edition), the remectiTe Namber».of Electon in the several Cities and Boroi^ 
m EngUmdf the Pariiamentary SeAk oT^Uch are ordinarily regarded as open ts 
competition : also (from the second edition of that work) the Number of CoontieR, 
Citii, andBqlooBhsiiliMl«id,>«jp^ 

wfSl ^ llki' CU<himtr6ii 6r the ' Popnlafion, as ^ell ks the Nam5en (tf^ the Vbten in 
thoii|flt9««fsmle|A|i0i^oncid. ■. : '. • ' 



^NGt^Pm. 



1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 

n. 
i«. 

IS. 
14, 

15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
iO. 
fil. 
S2. 
23. 
24. 
23. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 



It^i9t9iinsterl7^000 



LoijidoD 
HristoK . • 
Norwich. . 
CHottb^sfer 
Coventry . 
lir«rpool . 
York^. . . . 
Soathwark . 
LsncQster • 
Worcester . 
Nottingham 
Hereford . 
Durham • • 
Exeter. . . 

gull ... . 
incoln 



7,000 
6fiOO 
3,000 
3,000 
2,400 
2,300 
2,233 
1,900 
1,800 
1,700 
1,700 
1,200 
1,200 
i,200 
1,180 
1,100 



X^icester ab< 1,000 



Tarinodth 
Brid^enortk 
Ipswich . . 
$irewsbnry 
Maidstone . 
Huntliampton 
Abingdon . 
Reading . . 
Tewksbory 
Barnstaple • 
Sta0M-d . • 



787 
700 
623 
600 
600 
000 
600 
600 
500 
450 
'400 



Electoral D^tHels 29 ^ 
Seais^ hu 'London 
liavhig4; Abingdon, 
but 1. 



IRELAND. 



r^ 



Places, 



1. CorfL (Oohnly) . 

2. Tyrone (County) 

3. Tfpperary(Comity) 

4. Qalway (County) 

5. Cavan (Courity) . 

6. Limerick (County) 

7. Waterford (City) . 

8. Dublin(University) 

9. Dublin (City) . . 
10< Roscommon ) 

(County) . J • • 
tl. Kildare (County) 
12. Sligo (County). . 
ld.Garlow^€oiwty) 
14. Drogheda .... 
15; Meath (County) . 

16. Ca^rickfergus . . 

17. If oBagbanCCoauty) 



Voters, 



20,000 

2(S000 

12,000 

4,000 

3,000 

3,000 

3,000 

441 



Popa- 



416,000 

170,000 
140,P00 

8i,ooa 

170,000 
110,000 

190,000 
86,000 

<»^000 

60,000 
44,000 
20yOOO , 
4^000 



Mte VB«R2 tetanied 
Freely 



1^2- 



MR. OLDFIELD'i^ J(l£CA?I0rULATION. 
(Part JI. Vol. IV. p. 300, Ed. 1816.) 
'Mtntrbeiis tetamcTd Vy 87 Peefs itt Eta^andaild Wklcs 218 
bv.l^l ^eerSin§cotla|«t .. ; • , 31 



by 36 Peers id Ifelana " 



51 



"Total returned by Peers . . . 

;a(^^m1iers; returned by ^.Cominoinprs iinEfglaad and Wides 187 

by 14 Commoners in Scotland . . * . • 14* 

. ^\ .. jby 19 !C«mni0nen IP Ireland «, . ,. . 20 

, Non^inated by Government . , % • , \6 

Total returned t)y Commoners and GoVemment . . 



SOO 



187 



Total retnnied by nomination 487 

Independent of nomination 171 



^7^ I 



Total of the House of Commons 658 



658 j 



I 
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' Two arrdDgein^iite nogkl ii^ iMtitioiied^ l^ywhicliy 
t^ken togetber^ more-^moch moreu— would be dooe^ 
than by antmality taken by itself: vis. I. Exdusi^n of 
PiacemerCs votes — speedi, aad m&titm^ a» proposed, re-f 
served < ^* Universal e<mstancy of aftlendancei Blip- 
posing it really eflSscted. 

By neither of these arrangements, would any Ihe 
slightest ground be afforded for the imputation of JTof* 
cobinismi by neither of them would atiy the slightesi^ 
advance be made towards the restoration of democratic 
ascendency: by neither of them woald any extension 
be given to the right of suffrage. 

Still, however, in whatsoever degree efficient, — de«- 
plorably short of adequate Would be the above pair of 
remedies, without the addition of that other, which in 
the late reipi was so near being applied, viz. the limt«- 
tation to the prerogative in respect of the right of 
creating Peers. Part and parcel of the legitimate in- 
fluence of property when swollen to a certain bulk, 
is that of conferring on the possessor a sort of right to 
a Peerage: a sort of constitutional, customary, hulf« 
legal right ; subject of course to the universal oondiw 
tion of beii^ in league with the party in power at the 
time being. Thus it is, that on one side or the otfaer, 
all tbe families in the three kiagdotns, within whose 
field of vision this highest lot in the inventory of cor^ 
ruption is included, are everlastingly enlisted in a 
state of irreconcileable hostility with the universal in« 
teres!. If neither Ptdtmty nbr Pitt the first— tzc\^^t 
first man of his time^^^-^ould withstand the temptatjoa^ 
of this bait, think how it must be with tbe hei'd of fiiK^^ 
hunien ! Within the cirtlt thus marked out^ «ip)iosid 
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one man proof against the force of the enchantnient— « 
suppose this one miracle— comes the next generation, 
the miracle is at an end. And, while the as yet unco* 
roneted class of seat-owners and irresistible terrorists 
— ^proprietors of seats by descent or conquest — are 
thus held in corrupt thraldom^ by a coronet with no 
more than four balls on it,~-the already coroneted pro- 
prietors of the same fractions of the integer of des* 
potism are kept in the same state of ffjiscination *by 
coronets of superior brilliancy. 

In the last reign but one, a never renewable concur- 
rence of circumstances gave to reform in this shape the 
concurrence of two out of the three branchesof the legis** 
lature. In the minds of the Peers of those days, the con* 
sideralion of the defalcation, to which the value of the 
honour would be subjected by every increase given to 
the numbers of i\^c sharers — this interest, minute as it 
was, obtained by the advantage of proximity, thepreva^ 
lence over the remote, but so much more valuable in- 
terest, in respect of which that order of men are sharers 
with the whole body of the ruling few in the profit of 
corrupt misrule. Taught by so long a course of inter* 
vetoing experience, the Ppersof present time are better 
calculators. * By the Lords temporal, Jacobinism — 
by the Lords spiritual, Atheism — woukl he descried, 
in any attempt to defalcate any the smallest atom from 
that part of the mass of corruptive influence which 
operates in this shape. 

As to the exclusion of Placemen's roles^ — ^scarcely 
nore fully entitled to its name was the celebrated t^^** 
denying Ordinance^ by which--*with the exception of 
Cromweli^iUe Members of Cbarks t/it First's Long 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



cccxvii 

Jf^arliantent were reduced lo the «8ine sad dilemmai of 
making each of them his options between two incom*- 
patible offices. In that way was corruption at that 
time rooted out, because there existed a Cromwell, and 
there existed Puritans: neither in that way — nor, 
much it is to be leared, without convulsion, in any way 
«— will corruption at this time be rooted out : for we 
have now no Cromweli: we have now no Puritans^ 

Oh, bui this is nothing but your own surmise— your 
4)wti ungenerovs and groundless surmisi : one of the 
fruits of your onm selfish, and wild, and visionary, and 
Jacobinical and Atheistical theory. 

Good gentlemen — if I am indeed so ungenerous as 
io bebo|d men as the Almighty made them,^^and as 
they must be, on pain of ceasing to exist-^if such is 
indeed my theory,-^it is neither in any respect without 
its sufficient warrant in the universally, and necessa^ 
^ily, and undeniably prevalent principles of human 
action, — nor yet (for so it happens) without its grounds, 
in the shape of special evidence, applying to this par- 
ticular case. 

To the Whigs-^-^these securities against corruption 
'—securities, as far as they went, so efficient — to the 
Whigs would they any one of them be endurable? — 
Not they indeed. — Annuality — with all its wildnese 
and visionariness, annuality would be far less intoler- 
able. How should it be otherwise ? By Exclusion a£ 
Placemen's votes, proispects would be destroyed: by 
4AUgation of attendance, ease would be transformed 
into hard labour : by limitation applied to the number 
x>f the Peerages, the triumph oi property over probity 
jnrould be arrested in its course. 
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> BMlasiim o/Pkumnrnils wUs might be fltilHiiitt€d.%D 
bf suteh' efi tkenr far^ wkoin. kidQleBGe:or want of taleot 
would btwcogQized as oxclvdiiigi intturirofgn ift^ 
staocca respecliTeiy, tire alcaiter portioo! of eodov^ 
mem necessary, and in the case of alt but fehe few 
ieaderasoflicieclty to the earning of the pay fcbiia to be 
carftftd ; but, in every eye without exception, the most 
visionary of aU.imagiBable visiohs, would be ihai^ by 
whicb 4fae fulfilment of incoateatable daty*-^thoiigh 
ifli»tbe field of time not .caveriog neas so muck as half 
Ihe y<ai^~(see Repost, ^7th March, l&l?, p* S(0). were 
to be regarded as either piracticable.or dssitaUft. 

As to what regards constancy of atirndgnce^'-^rAht 
^bof^ as ahewn already under that bead, stands upon 
your own Journals. 

. As to what ragarda the exclusion oi* PJaceaaen's 
^otas, I call in J(f n jBmnd. To the ner Tea not only 
of Whigs J hut of Whig Reformists ^ (of course altogether 
moderaU Reformists) so intolerable was found to be the 
^qnr of this ipstrument of purificaition, on the only 
one of the two occasions on which Mr. Brand executed 
ihe priginally announced desigii of an annual repro- 
ductiJon of his proposition for:parliamentary reform,ll^ 
b^ found himself obliged to leave out this moat effi* 
ni^nt and unobjectiOBable of his proposed arrange- 
ioaants: and ^eveii then-^such had been the offence 
Itakeii) at the injury done to the psnrty, by propositions 
admitted on the former occasion in favour of tbe people 
^from 115 against •jeS4, his niimhera were reduced, to 
9^ ^gaxailL i\5*^ 
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« Cobb. Debi xziii. 99 to 106, May 8tb, 1813. 
t Ibid, aono 1810. xvii. 164; anno 1813, udii. 106: 161. ''He" 
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. Qii. tkk)SMie owm^u^ .liUQtber 40^ .^cife)iH:piN>po- 
9itiQfBi»'oatiti«d.b^ thp, same Honoarablfl Heformist^ 
was^-r^As^ fckr ifa^ t^kmg of the ypteB in p^rfidbi^l or 
olhetiateb KiDall dMtrictSf 

On' this kame fiecon^ and last occasionj in a wor4» 
every thing ibat ha4 been before pro]po$ed was reducejd 
or akered to tbsit for the abolishing^ in ^Qine waynot 
mentioiied, tbe ptoprjftary seats, aii^ thegivii^an ior 
crease lathe atitaber of the Goa«kty ^e^te : tp the i^umr 
ber of the sources of that terrorism, b^ tbe'cpnsiderar 
tiou of which, the mind of Charles Fox had, as ahpve, 
(section S), been repelled from the idea of tl^at mea- 
snre. . 

Note, that from their giving in the first instancy thf 
support of their votes to a proposed arrangement of re- 
fSMrm^ it /oUows not by any Bieaiis, that Hitmoiurable 
Geatiehien iiiaveany the smallest iilcmgto^it^ or. any the 
slightest intention to continue their suppontto.k ; even 
firpm sp^eches-^nTtf evep from motions^— ia s^port qf it, 
neicber <;an iK>iiclitsiona iq affirmance of inward favour 
and, iQteittioo^ be drawn with ^xxy certainty: for, by 
Qiatyrer neflectiw, operating upqajbterveoipg exper 
ri^p(^7-pfurther and tri^ ligluts shewing th^ faUity of 
the lights by wl^ich they had at first been guided, — orir 
ginal ^eyia(iqi\s fraip;(l)e!path of coiwa.9?mate wisdom 
lie at aU times ppea to correctioo. W^^nes^ '£arl Grey^ 
and Lord Erskins^ and Jtfr, Tiirn^^ witji tt caterof 



-1-^ 



(Mr. Brand) '' was a«haiiied thus to delay the Hoase before em'pty 
f benches; h^ expectefl a mote Ml attendance of those Members 
!" who usuafy vQted xm ihe somepHncspks uiUh himself'*' 
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On these occasions, as on all occasionSi one object 
at least, if not the only object, is-^o make dttplay 
of numbers, and thus strike terror into ministerial 
bosoms. That object accomplished or ababdcmed-— 
the expedient has, well or ill, performed its office, 
and, like a sucked orange, is ripe for being cast aside. 

Not in any such degree exposed to error are the 
conclusions that present themselves from the opposite 
course. Wben, upon any measure of reform, an Ho- 
nourable back has been turned, — expect, ye good men 
and true, to whom disappointment is a treat — expect 
to see turned again, if with a smile, towards reform 
in that or any other shape, the Honourable visagi that 
belongs to it. 

V. Country Genthnun^^pposition cf iJuir parlieular 

Interests to efficient Reform^ and thereby to the uni* 

versed Interest. 

To the interest of the great Landholders^— whether 
in the situation of Country Gentlemen^ employing their 
iofluetice in the providing of seats for themselves or 
their connexions, — or in the situation otFters, con- 
ferring, in the character of Patrons^ seats on any but 
themselves»--*radical reform, would it not be generally 
and undeniably prejudicial in a variety of ways ? - 

1. Of the circle,— 4lled by those in whose eyes the 
perpetual vision of a coronet^ suspended over their 
head in the aerostatic region, occupies the place o£ 
the Labarum^ or the J{ew Jerusalem^ — mention has 
just been made. 

SU In virtue of the principle of practical efuaUty of 
suffrage^ the Counties, in the character of territorial 
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fiieetibh.pistricfs, ^oulcf— most, ifhdt all, of tfeiem— | 
require to be brilceri d6Wn and divided. . To tht class 
of persons in -question. What in this respect would be 
the consequence ? — that a gentleman, who in ah en- 
tire county beholds at present an Edom over which 
he may cast forth his shoe, w6ulc( find this integer re- 
duced to ^fraction : — a fraction, corresponding to. the 
number of the iEIectoral Districts into which ^he 
county would be diviaea. S^yr that ^6r procuring 
io him/ as before, a sedtj — the fraction, in .which the 
greatest part or bis terrrtorial property is situated, 
would su^ce. So far, so goo4: his station in tke 
House would remain' unchanged. But' the County--^ 
iroia his importance iii the County— {vom every part of 
his mfluence but ^hat immediately aiid exclusively at- 
tVhed to his seat in the House— adefatcation, propor-* 
tioned to the number of the fractions, would be pro- 
duced. 

Cft t!ife Electoral iyistricts into which the coiinty^ 
is divided,, let four, suppose, be the number .'T-from 
each of them op^ se^t to be filled. On this suppopi- 
tioii'-^ki the field of his present dotkiinion, inhtead of 
ohif joitrt: pckefhiaibe, ht ^ould h^wt three to share #itfa 
Him .-—instead 6t one Pompey\ each Casar would have 
three jPoiM^<yi. . 

3^ Even in that one of thtefour supposed fractioat^ 
ill wMiilt fi^s terrlt^al demwsd^ed were priticipally or 
excliilWefy sitilktedl-^Iiib pbssesslon even of the ^M 
seiat in question might lose much of its present secu- 
rity. . I. . • .• 

Opce 'dMt^ in the forcd of Urrwismri^^mii^U^ 
t%on'exdudin^t€rror%sfnr-''dot^wl'iMAigh^ 
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behold bis surest^ dependaoce ? If yes^ then propor* 
tioned» as above shewn (§ 7» 8.) — proportioned to 
the extent of that same shire — is the pressure of that 
force.* 

VI. Options — Compromises — Experiments-^ 
Postponements. 

For my parti if it depended upon me, gladfy would 
I give up annnality, — if at that price, even though it 
were confined to the Population Districts, I could 
obtain the householder-plan, accompanied with secrecy 
of suffrage : — compensation given for proprietary seats^ 
and even for close boroughs. I fpel, as sensibly as 
any one of them can do for any other, the plague 
which it would be to Honourable Gentlemen — ^year 
after year, as regularly as the year comes — to set^ each 
of them, his stewards to drive to the poll-booth his 

* Of the easting eystempf representation^ that part which regwds 
the counties, found (as hath been already seen, § 7, 8,) no very 
strenuous admirer in the person of Charles Fox. To that moat 
poirerfiil advocate dfthe- cause of the people, the denomination of 
Lachitmd belonged with no less propriety, than |o the Monarch to 
whom we are indebted for the first of our Magna Chartas: ncv, . 
either in Wiltshire or elsewhere, have any seats been obaerred 
among the appendages of Holland House. 

By the Sheridan of Sheridans, support (I am just informed) was 
gi?e»i not only to aanaality of Parliaments, hut to universality of 
suffrage. Time would not allow me the satisfaetion of digging op ' 
the speech, in which, by a title still clearer than that of CkaHa fpx^ 
this so long bis first assistant proved his right to a place among the 
advocates of the wild and visionary system — ^ringleaders of the 
swinish multitude. 

Thjto senrioe I wdenrtand has been pecfotmed in thelatdy pii^ 
l^edpapiphUtof ilfr,JBpaM. , ' 
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]K)11i(m of the swinish maititilcie : — I feel still more 
sensibly the plagjue which it cannot but be to be so 
driven: — in no instanbe, by the idea of uneasinessj 
considered as having place in any human breast—^ 
Honourable, any more than swinish — and not out- 
weighed bygreater satisfaction elsewhere,— is any such 
sensation as.that of satisfaction, ever produced in mine. 
Quantity of corrupt matter the same in both ciscs,— • 
by the reproduction of it every year instead of once 
in every three years, much would be tost to individual 
Cotnfort, nothing gained to public security :— security 
against oppression and legalized pillage.' Nothing 
wilt I conceal, — nothing will 1 exaggerate. Even by 
the exclusion of the whole number of corruption^ 
eaieri^ — ^lipposing their places filled by an equal num- 
berof corrvptiori'hunlersi nothing more than the dif- 
ference, in effect betweeh fear of loss and hope of 
gain would be gained. No: nothing more than that 
difference: but, whether that difference would be 
slight knd inefficient, let any one judge, after making 
the 4&ase his own, and asking himself which would be 
the greater — his grief on losing his all, or his joy. on 
doubling it. Always, at the expense of the least suf-' 
feriDg possible, would I obtain the good I look for. 
Many men li^j^iT^ reward: — no man deserves punish- 
ment^j When a surgeon cuts into a limb, is it because 
tbe patient has. deserved the smart ? — ^No : but thkt the 
liinb may. be healed. Reward is — punishment is not — 
a tbing t5 be deserved. 

For my owa part — not much should I want of be- 
iog:8atii6ed^ for .and during the short remainder of 
my bftn tife-«-could I but see the qootidam Friends of 

X 2 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CCCXXIV 

thi Psople repent .of their repentance : repent of itp 
iind no ipore sud : it would be too hard npon them to 
ask them fpr the reasons c^ it. But freedom!-^ 
freed<Hn ! — wh^resoev^ giyen^by whoBMoerer given 
r^-all suffrages most be fra— or they.are worse Chan 
fipne. For and with the people the thing might 
surely be done^ — with the Friends of the PecpU-^^vaA 
those not friends in name only—for their leaders. 

VIL Uses of this Exposure. 

Of this display of the state of interests^of this 
exposure, melancholy as it i& — melancholy and in- 
auspicious, but not the less necessary-Hnrhat now is^ 
the pra^tic^l use ? 

. Answer. 1. That those who, on looking into them- 
selves, have the saUsfaction of beholding in tbemselirefl. 
merit sufficient for the purchase of a stock of popu« 
l^rity of the true and everlasting, fabric, ample enough 
to afford adequsite compensation, not only for the 
supposed lost seats, but for the redaction ih the vul- 
garly estimated value of those new ones, to which 
they might look with such well-grounded confidence, 
— that these men, if any men Uiere be that can behold 
themselves in this description, — Chappy enough as they 
would be not to nieed the adding to the stock of their 
other merits the merit of self-denial, — may come for«^ 
ward»-— come forward, and, instead of sitting with 
folded hands to :see us crushed, or lending their hands 
to the work of crushing us, condescend to head us, 
and le^d usr-4ia) of tlie swinish multitude; 

St. That thpsc; who,, to a alock of meritfl in othfr 
less swui^d shapes, add a supplditent of sufficient' 
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fttrehgth lo the rarest of all shapes, ulf-demal^pnn 
and genuine self^demaU^-^azy join those others in the 
same generous bourse. 

Yea^ peradventure, here and there, at bkie time on 
other, sMy be found a few #iicfa superior miods. 
Such was the Duke of Richmond's: he did not scoif 
at uniyirsal st^ag^: he advocated it. He himself 
framed-^he himself made publio^a plan of Reforni^ 
~^nd that plan was founded on it. 

Yes-~ia this or -that House^^nay even in each 
Housie, to-day or ta*morrow«- ^may be found her« 
and thwe a few such eccentrically generous minds: 
and these the people will have for their leaders: and 
these their leaders will be adored: — in life-time they 
Will be worshipped : and, after death, passitig through 
death to immorulity, they will be immortalized. 
. But, to be thus immortalized, they must have been 
transfigured into People's Mm: — Whigs tl^ey would 
be no longer, but Rmegados. 

S- That, when these refined S[Mrits are thus dt'awnl 
off, and lodged in their proper receptacle, the heart 
of an adoring peof^e, the power of the 4d^ morhitiifi^ 
which they will have left behind — the weight of it at 
any rate in the scale of iauthority — ^aftay find itself 
reduced to its true aad proper amount 

As to thiese last-— whatsoever arguments, grounded 
on the principle of general utility—on the respective 
relations of the two rival modes, the mdderale and 
the radical^ to the universal interest-^whattoever av- 
guments of this only genuine stamp it shall have heeil 
ihesr good fortune to have faand^-^will, on this occa* 
sioh M on. otktrs, like all other stf gumenUr drawn from 
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Uie^ssiote cl^ar fauntain,' operate, and tell with dieir 
due and proper \reighc. But the argument in the 
shape of authority — the argument vrhich, being com*^ 
posed of the aliedged sdj^formed judgment of the 
supposed dosely thinking few^ seeks to supply, as it 
were from an inexhaustibte f&untain, matter for the 
deriyaHve judgment of the hosHy thinking many-rr-of 
this argument, in propbrtion as, the state of.tbeir 
interests being hid open,' the direction in which 
the. prevalent mass of interest operates is seen to be 
adversie to the only efficient ! mode of rcfota»+-of this 
instrument of delusion, the forte and efficieBcyiwill 
evaporate^ • ' . ' ' 

• Arguments o£ that only genuine stamp being inac** 
eiessible to them*— none such, on ttieir side of the case, 
being a&brded by the nature of the case^— what then 
will be their resodrce? ;^njfr/r. Henceforward, as 
(ill now, silence, storm, or fallacy. But, of the'stock 
of such arms as the arsenal of fallacy offers t6 their 
hands a part not altogether inconsiderable-^and that 
amodg the readiest at haod-t-has already beeii brought 
0iJ|t ZTTrbrought oiit, pre^expos^d to a damping atmos* 
phere, and thus rendered unfit for uise. i 

\ In M this truth, unwelcome as it cannot but be, 
mark well — there is nothing of niupiration. Em- 
ployed on this occasion, vituperation would bc^a&'ilU 
grounded as it would be useless^ Man is a compdaad 
\>f na(ur< and situation. - SAch is the fdrce.ofsitnation 
hM*e, np probity of nature can ever have pdnrer to te* 
sistit. If theise 'men were to be stoned, how many 
are there aiMO^ us ifrho, upon trial, would be f osimd 
^titled tor ciMt the stonei h * That Nvfaichi an ihisJie- 
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half these men do and forbear to do, — ^what is there in 
it ^hich those who are most angry with them would 
not — with few exceptions indeed — do and forbear to 
do in their place? Thus sad — and, but for the 'si- 
lently increasing strength of their own minds, hope- 
less — is the condition of the people. Every thing, 
that in any shape hkH power at its back, is either Whig 
or Tory. The Tories are the people^sji vowed ene- 
mies. Man must change his nature, ere, to any radi- 
cally remedial purpose, the Whigs — the great body of 
the Whigs — can be their /rt^iulf. 
' In so far as, to the receiving on any occasion pro- 
tecting assistance at their hands, real sympathy is ne- 
cessary, — it may now be imagined, whether, by the 
great body of the people, any such affection can ever 
he reasonably looked for from the body of the Whigs.^ 

Happily, to the receipt of such assistance to a cer- 
tain degree, on most parts of the field of government 
except this sdl-embracing one, no such feeling, it will 
' be seen, h in that quarter necessary. 

Between that aristocratical confederacy and the great 
body of the people, in respect of most matters of 
detail separately taken, the community of interests 
may be stated as being commonly to a birtaiu degree 
sufficient for their purpose. 

' On no occasion, under the ever encreasiog weight 
of the yoke of oppression and misrule, from any hand 
other than that of the ParliamenUry Whigs can the 
^people receive any the slightest chance-^(talk not of 
ttlief^ox that is at all thnes out of the question,} but 
for retdrdalion ofirurease. — As to liberty ofspeefhi—to 
all such purposes, every wher^ ouU of thd House it is 
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already f^np. In \\t^ ^P^^) ^^ ^f*ISS ?**!^ ^TiP^ 
a|id probably for some ^ii:|[|f! lopg^r ji\\l cpijitipi^^ ^p 
l^aye— p«^ssej|8ioB of tl?»t iiyjtrnijjejij, ^^iUiflpt wljich 
BO rc»istapce pafi be .f^sifie.* In 'tM« so^t pf str^i^le, 
faint as |t js, wbic^ how^ tiip^ tp. tffn^, ^be Wjiig^ coo- 

^S^J^ni tJjjB eyer i^y^bea^jtjg (ojfc^ of ||ieir ^ta^oqiW, 
T^rc^l^ a9y 't^sijr f\}\i?^t- sefv^fiij^ ia jom^^^ pr 

Not tbiat by such %n4?< ^^1^ ^V>. ^J^X-PJ^^ f^ ^ 
e^raifi<^«4 : for tJw ^nefit ^Jf! 1^' ^v^n^^a^ly.^i^^g 
.T<,yirfei:y-jpfi»,, each. J(t(}( R»vst b? pteservj^: .,^3^1^ 
finp^ iio^yev^r, eyefl l^jr i^^cj^ hi^i^d^ ^e ^.it^gp^f^ 
»bu8^butni»yb?^pp^4,. 

otljer ha^^ irj jhf ipj^s, o( ^J»^ WW«f:?5!RMfltel»^ 
less the chance of th^^.jjyeif hfii|g, t^h^t^ifg^ jf. lyqjf 
W<i Cof a woroent,; ^1^9 1910 j»^V;«^— tha^t i9.t||eir 
cal9ul8^iojp ^e. yalue of tj^r.^a^f ipi t^ Jjfftrff/U i^nd 

It ever come, in which, ic^ <;9|dl^.fa{Ka'8jti{(tiii|i^e, ,<^- 

f^ste^ of ?»>.?^9M ^.°i»F^^ipi? wiikv^^ m^im '» 

»ucH a )?itch^ ^f^^V. W-tbe 09|?:^iftn,9J^ ijji? K)cri^9e.j]|^ 
<?!;% upivew^ viters^t witjip B!fF:9f::#fiftM?'9? ^M? 
Jas, more, tp_fif5^?;i^ thS^9J?VftFtFi 9? : » ^W^Wt *i^ Vf 

tiop,wi.t|,:^l^,^|i^«.^8^;9^^i^ti|igjRT9«^j|5^jii,^i 
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its course, — partly on thq joint degree of discermncnt 
and poblic feeling ^hich shall haye place on the part 
of the Whigs. But the great fea^: isf— lest for theii: 
spying theiofeiye^ an4 th^ cpu^qt^y tQgf tber, tlup Urm 
fluAy not already be to^ late* 

Already a Lewis, G* ■ will before that time 
have t^eeii mad6 a Ferdinand. Individuals or booi^Sr-^ 
lYi^hQ^t means of popimunicatioji^, fiotl^ing effisct\i^]( 
can he dpne by Miy tmo parties far mutoal d^&DMt 
Between mind and mind, sole instruments of coramtt- 
nication these three :— the tongue^ the pettj and the 
press. By the pen, without the aid of the press, pp- 
thing eflfectuiil pap ip. these days ^^ eyfr^one* Of 
wbat ^Ul \h^ done, and iiat wAtbauldeby, IbiMhe de- 
jM-mng Ihe pieopleef the use of thepressj an earnest 
has been already given: given in the here several 
times alluded to, but elsewhere toQ little no^ip^i^die^ 
9,Uipin of the ^qqs? of Cpimnupns* As Iq t,\ifi. (oieigWy 
^mia one of the late lijbextidde Acts^ two London 
MtUymenj sitting M GuildfaaH, have sufficed ta put an 
end to all public use ofiha^ instrument, on (his. or on 
any* other part of the fiqid of politics: ].n this state; if. 
civjl lik^rty. ^ ifi^ffimiy a^wdy bas tWarn of pttv. 
Mpuiioa btea raised against tke Unitarians*, ht thi» 
stale is religious liberty. 

The heart is pierced through and through with the^ 
m^IaJEichoIy truth* Yes: all that rule-*ali th^ eveQ 
tltfi^lc to rukfrnfue against the people^ Causes will, 
have their effiscts. Sootier or later, unless a change 
takes place, the people — the people, in tlieir owW 
defence— will bp against, all thfit rule-* 

* A parting wcfrd or two^ respecting- the pampUet lately pub- 
IWiedby Mr. Beam. Titns forbiddfaig §11 examiiiation of it with' 
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my owD eyes, the fdlowio; is the result of a rep<»rt made to me by 
an intelligeDt friend. With little or no exception,— historical facts, 
authorities, arguments, nay even proposals — in favour of radical re- 
form : conclusions — conclusions alone — in favour of »Mkra«e*—^Hii« 
torical facias and autbori ties, many and important oqibs : > many whkh, 
could I have found time for the gleaning of them, I should not have 
failed to add to the number of the notes above distinguished by the 
name of Shield Nates: I say Shield Notee: the others—for want of 
room— and with much more of. satisfaction than regpet^-4)eing 
omitted. 

Under these circumstances, it cannot hut be my wish that every 
person into whose bands this too long work may M, may yet add to 
it the pamphlet of Mr* Evans. 

Another word or two on the mode qfireating the subject. 
- In the section on in^fenna»ienee,^^to the duratioD ei^ressed by the 
word anmudiiy, the ol^tion made by Mr. BraD<t on.tbe score of 
want of experience, wiU have been seen. Of the argument so eoa- 
plof ed on that occasion by the Honourable Gentleman,, the eource 
being the same, viz. the principle qf general utiUiy, as that from 
which, on every part of the field of politics my own arguments are 
drawn pn aU occasions^— 4o that ai^umen^ so far as regards Uie 
legitimacy of the eource, it was acoordiagly impossiUe that, any ob- 
jection could be entertained by- me« . The sort of business in qvies* 
tipn be it what \i may, — in the choice of a functionary for the per- 
formance of it, apprcpriaie aptitude — aptitude with reference to that 
same business— being the term by which jthe end properly belonging 
the subjecti^the proper and all*^comprehenaiifeend — is brought 
to view,— appropriate prohiiy, appropriate M^2ee<tia/ apeinadc, and 
appre^fMiate active /o/eitf^— each of them with reference to that same 
end-^re on all occasions the terms employed by me as capable of serv- 
ing, when taken together, and as serving accordingly, for giving ex- 
psession to.all^ the several constituent paruor^^Umente so- often men- 
tioned of tliat fictitious whole: /endowments, )ijr the p<|aiessioa.or 
non.poMessipp of which, in so .far. as in each . instance, the matter of 
fact is capable of being ascertained,— ^whatsoever be the function, in 
question, — and whosoever the person chosen for the exercise of it,— 
the propriety or4mpropri«^y of the chftiee may be, ^d oug^t to be, 
deteiiqined. In the settipg up of this particular standard, as the 
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•Undard suited to the nature of the particular subject^ may be wen 
one inttaoce of the application made of the ab#^«mention€d lead- 
ing principle-^^he prmc^U 4^ general utility. In the itandardof 
compariaon thus set op> may be seen the ba^is of the annexed Plan : 
and« on the occasion in question, to this same standard (it may be 
seen) did the discemment and judgment of the Honourable Gestk- 
man in question conduct him likewise:— the case being such, :tet 
in the position in which he stood« not only did tfae«ic6^i>^-bttt the 
9ide in which in relation to that subject his position was, — admit of 
his drawing his argument from that same clear and quiet source. 
From that same source>*-^as on all occasions, so on this,-— were of 
oourBe drawn the arguments which it fell to my lot to find on the 
other side^ 8etw6sti the one and the other, the reader, the state 
of whose mind in respect of interest leaves him at liberty to fohn an 
UHsedoced and ni^biaised judgment, will have had to decide. 
-To find so much as a singfe instance in which the question 'was 
aifued upon such ground, as well as with such temper--4A logic, no 
rheioric^waa a real treat to me. Had aM the arguments, from 
that as well as other quarters, (I speak of the Assembly, not of the 
ittdivldoal) been of the same tender as well as from the same sottrve,-— 
tiie ensuing Plan shews not only the $(mree from which, but the sort 
^ Hmper in which, and in which alone, every thing which came 
from me on the subject would have oome. 

• In preserving while thus occuj^ied that same cool and quiet tem- 
per,— in preserving it from beginning toend,-H;ie« any the smallest 
difficulty did I ever experience : as little should I experience in dis- 
cussing with any person that same question, point- by point, so that 
the arguments were on both sides drawn from that same source. In 
that same temper, from that same source, in that same course of 
argument, by that one Honourable Oentleman was that one sfiep 
made J but, in any sort of temper, on that same ground, in that 
•same course of argument, and on that same side, to take anotiber-— 
at any rate to take many such other steps — so it were upon terra 
Jbrma^-^nd not in the region of air and douds^^-would not, I am in* 
elined to think, by any Honourable Genttemsm on that same side 
be ibutid an altogether easy Usk : not even by the Honourable Gen- 
tleman in question, who of all m^derOiitis, in so f^r as^ be seems to 
h^ at libierty togive expression to bis oiTn sentiments (for it has been 
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«fl«ii und^r what ni yoke be Iuk b«cD voriong)* ntcw to Im ia»t jci 
Tm^ ftyif BiiiiiiMiBiwi 

la rtspeotof teiipeo i^ there « re^r to wboia the cause of the 
diffimMo okaervdrfe betareen tbe Pim Uaelf ;ipd the JiMnoAiefMii U» 
iMisM x>tj)e<it . of «0y the ieest civrioMty ^ I vitt astver bim wltib-t 
out dkguife^. Fw m^ejet tb«t coM fiad patience to look aUtr- 
«aa tbe ^4(ff itself desigrned. A few esosptieoa em^tedrrrCendi 
liMte ebMi bov l9wl)^fop awioiab eyes ii4^oe this loeiandiolj'. 
AifoMhel>M^-H&Qt for Honanr^bk oofOL Ac^ioait iotearest— egatest » 
best of oaafedenited iiitere«t»*-wb»t aan aiguiiMnit ^ ?-— fisaedy M 
iHieb ea egaiost .a lioe of mosketcy. 

' A..laBt word on the «ew oppteaiioiilo vbiisb we areoow doemed^ 
Tia. tbe. autfmmm qf^ petiiiQm:^-'tbo dotiof op^ of tfiat. chwMifeeU 
IkffQiigh whieb^ under the pisotectioii of tbe Bill (^Bighu, fxwtk 
that time down to tbet of ihe pr^seot SespHMi^ we po s agwe d ^ dl ovea 
tbo kiagdoip^ the meana of knowing one aootber^s t)pK>iigbts oathe 
ariilj^ of oar coaimoa ioterasls. 

f Viainnd b^ libat aiaAedy haad^ wbickia aqt^QensuBinut#|y.eden 
qaateie erery woAl it uDderUkea«-(ab! wouUl the iimea wiore siiell» 
as aUev it to aadeitake oone bal good ones l)r-fraiaed by tbiaexr 
qaisite band,. I aee JNSt codie out a set of aimng»neiitp> adminbli^ 
aa Aey are new* for gifiqg.Uie most eOnieat and timely, ihe most» 
in every way commpdious». pnUidiy to tbe pvooeediogs of tho 
Hause, The first spemmen bus iuat leaebed my biind;r--hoA» froQi 
amidflt these flow«%:— 4.finake« bow can Ihelp seeiag. it? liftsap^ita 
head.afidtfaaeatens me :--*" Apyjpc^t^ieeibos pd»er pfOGredings««0Aic4 
*f w^ o«osiiOfie% fctprtfM^^^eMord0r»iei|gA^leUow aa a Supple*, 
*f meat er Affiendix to. tiie Veta> not impediag their deily deli-i 
'^ Teqfw and be printed f^ oireulated ^t^wmv^wi^k dun diU- 
^ gan^i) eneording ^tbeir.kng^''. 

4eiy:pillitinn«?-rvyes; 9^4i tb^fom any petitions,, evea for Bmrr^ 
UmmfmofLB/^/brmT-r^tu for A^o/i{«iEarm-Teven for the wild and 
wwim^ay leform^-eioy. ha^o^wm4 bo primut, 99 it b« ^ tpecial, 
endnr. But» (^ diipeminai;ioa of wj eueb j^ntmvy miitter* io iu 
Mgbole .e irta n t» or aa 4Ay o^piideriiUApqdwiof iteezten^ ai^ sufdi, 
9A9W mbw* will it b^g^ner^iijr obMu«ed?'^Wea there aay desipi 
ttolift sboiild ? Till now* CiTea of. thoae visions, was tbe ncteonce m 
Mi«itohfr>nMKbBd.intbnyot<w; and tbns^ on soea^i^ condition aaihat^ 
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4f pittiting on the uniform of prescrilMd f«i{feM« {MOMiRMi^ ifi^ tfl 
pwts 4« ttie United KSngdoAH iaigbt» without^itf tf addidg toiSbt 
Iredbki of 3&. Attomcy-Gentral, hare kadi the pOBalblfity of cikli^ 
ii^f lo-the knowledge of one *i<itlKt'^'mtiid«* 

By a fcnttfv deci8ioiiir--4i; pttfccty preCM^ekiii/ andT beM dibM 
Unnonee aHnded to,«-*8ttiiirdK naiedribe pres»1nfefdict^dtd fMt^ 
tions for reform— seeing llnrii chdM! cjf the BID of Biglits/wUelk 
wgards petitkdu, tfao^ m patrt, AetAf repealed by a decMon of 
the Hooie of Coniiiioii8,~lKw can: aiiy eye, 1h># aveirlb wteVeft 
«v^ seeing asodierwoMd, Uat timt a am itmft despeiMJe ob^, 
B»w gifen to tKe WbtiM, which, bjr that tfe^ tondi e^fehrtttMF, tttt 
alaa! bow vague and irapcffect, law, wtm in pett pt^fUidMfl 
part ittken^fed-i~€o be «eodB«d 9 

So far ai eoncemi thenei^ matter afddec^ admillMel i* thete ne# 
Mttngementsare,--Hiineetbed8ydnwMch»tftadditien tothepdll^i 
^ talent requiike taite making of AfAn fbtiii^ ia^ Wiiyinto «tk 
Chair from which they imed, baa tbeipe ever been U thnelti yAMU 
the demand fcr thaa dM not etttt ^ Nd^ but M<Mf till m# bd« the 
demand keen ao imperative Mr Aiiti-^fhefinaK^dppt«Mionctf^ ad 
pemicuNu Tialoni. 

Addkio n c o ia pre wi b a e <!e»iefp<tof»-»ft> wbataoet^ has been ddne 
in any one of theae tmys, never waa applause more siricelre titan 
that which has here been paid: as i» potHpoHmenf-'^M} fe» as'tteoei-i 
aary to the aceekfutlon of ttae etsence, posl^nement of the matt 
at brge is a small price paid for n. great bcfnefit But ^i^ppreaMi 
^»--Baving special ordef or special motion— suppteSiiett dms final,*^ 
anrd, among tile matters suppressed; Ibe matter of MpoMm^ 
and, among Aese petition^, %\\ prions tdt r^ftntk-^bbteHtMAki 
efth-^«nd a more portentou^toe, #here ahW It be fitaritt?'^ • 

fltroMMv^, forsooth, the mMfte 1* 6 tttre Econbmy ! • 

From the suppression of tlie wMfc quaffiittty of matter ptojittiff 
to be soppftessad, the greatMxr quaittmn of expense, tjMHi and oa^ o# 
wfakh a saving, to a greater or less amount^ can by pMiMHty W 
made, 2,000/. a year :* and, ouC'cf this ag^egate tnteS; tWkf^lMMf 
be the greatest amount of saiihg that eou)d*%ienfide'by}|hra^ 
ptessibn of )Md»M» riotffr? A fl^ bniidMiis a<y^^ ^^piM^ 
eiriy a Ifew score* Btff tfaetiimlhusterbe salFtA by ^Atei up p ittflOt dP 
* Bcport«-srib Sfarcby I8l7y-oo printed Voitai^ &€» jp. x' ' 
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prtitto p i aa p iNwe it to tul^iit to the ti^Aofe of the '2,000/.*-«fai6b. 
liowever, U impottiUe. For thb 3,000/. wodd mj man, who ww 
not aa encmj to Eogluh libeitici^ be content to'aeQ so valuable a 
portkMi of them at this? To sell l&t9— hiow that' m mxdjotktrB 
have w lately been torn from us? Tku, oh the preMmaion of 
whkh depends perhaps the only chance yet left to as ibr the reeo- 
rcry, or the preserration/ of any of the otben ? 

If, of all places hnaginaUe, the piMe chosen for the seat of eco* 
nomy—and si^ch economy !*— «ast be the Chapel of St. Stephen-* 
once the great sanctmsary of Bnglidi liberties,"-might not ieren there 
some more proper source or ol^ect for it be found? Suppose, for 
example, under the head of expense, the saving made were made of 
or upon the money so regularly consumed, in that same place, in 
the periodical pam|>ering, performed at the Expense of the people 
upon their self'^yled Bepresentatives : — ^upon' these someUmes self- 
styled servants of the peo|^, while so many of their masters are 
perishing every day for want of necesiaries ? 

By the first glance, at Uie first specimen of the befv arrsngeinent 
In company with the Beport by Which it was expUined, was the sos* 
picion in question awakened : — ^within the compass of ten days, be- 
hokl the confirmation it has alrei^dy received from experience. 

I%nce this beautifiilly, and, in every part but this, irreproachably, 
commodious regulation has been acted upon,"^Jhe instances of 
Petition for Reform have occurred: in one of them alone has the 
printing been ordered: in every other of the four instances sup- 
pression has been the result In the one instance in which die 
printing was ordered^ how eame it to be ordered? — Because, on 
the pari of the Member by whom it was presented> there was a 
real desire no such suppression should take place. In the four 
other instances, how happened it that the peti^ons were thus 
suppressed? — Because, in the instance of the Honourable Members 
by whom they were respectively presented, either there was an* 
opposite desire,- or whether the petition was circulated or sup* 
pressed was a matter of indifference* 

. Last date of the first Number, viz. 45, of the paper printed upon 
the new Plan, under the title of*' Votee und ProeeetUt^ qftheHouee 
qf Cormnoiif,"—2iltb April, 1817. In this number* p. 388» foUow 
two articles in the words aod %utcs, following : 
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" Sa. Befonn ia Parliament, &c. Petitioo of Wqhepkmi^fm, 
. freunud,** 
*\ 74. fieform in ParliaoieDt, &c« Petition of f Persons residing in^ 

AndovcTf presaUcd." 

That this was the first paper printed in pursuance of the new ar- 
rangement, appears from the two articles following, viz. 
" 76. Votes and Proceedings of the Hou8e,---Kesolution of S8 

March,, as to a more convenient method of preparing, printing, 

and distributing them, read" 
" 77. Ordered, That tlie Votes and Proceedings of this House be 

printed, being first perused by Mr. Speaker^ and that he do 
. appoint the printing thereof, and that no person but such as he 

shall appoint do presume to print the same/' 

(N. B. To no such effect as that of either of these two last articles 
has any article appeared (down to the 3d of May) in any succeeding 
number of these Votes.) 

Votes, &c. No. 48. 25 April, 1817, p. 396. 
" 31. Taxation and Reform of Parliament, &c. Petition of Pro- 
vost, &c. of JUnliihffiw, ; to lie on the Table." 

Votes, &c. No. 47. 38 Aprils 1817, p. 400. 
** 37. Retrenchment of Expenditure, Reform of Parliament, &c. 

P^ition of Inhabitants of DwtfermUne, relating thereto : to lie 

on the Table." 

In this same No. 47. p. 400, note the following articles : 
*' 38. Academical Society of London,-— Petitiog for permission to 

continue their Debates; to lie on the Table and to be prinUd. — 

[Appendix No. 4.]" t 

tf. B. Members stated as belonging to the Universities or Inns of 
Court : one of them a Member of Honourable House. Society close : 
No swinish multitude : class thus favoured, the gaggingr-not the 
gagged. Privileged orders, partaking or preparing to become par*, 
takers, in the separate and sinister interest It required the un- 
daunted zeal of Mr. Recorder Sylvester to find any objection here.-r- 
See Mom. Chron. 3d May, 1817. Proceedingt qfthc London Se$9iofU,. 
Mi^Std. 

To manifest his respect for the principles and interc^ of Hpnour- ^ 
able House, what is it that the generous hardiboodrof the learned 
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O w Wtetti i li #OttiAiiM b^niftdy^Cb do^j^^, fa th^ve^y teeth of Ho- 
nourable Home? 
«* mi Blifre«, ttoU #aiiit ^&ip%iiieiit;-£pa)tf^ of InbabltifkiU 

of BirmiDgfaam; to lie on the Table« and to be pml^iL t^p- 

j^dWHx, No. 5;^ 

Dittrets gifeA ; abbot tUfbUk, noO&ihg.^t^fdl groattd allbrded 
tat the ihew job : fbr ATefting from the otify remedy t&e attention 
rf the sufiering pi^c^le ; for leadihjg the'hi to irt]pp6se that their dis- 
treties are really an object of regard; and, as of course, for givibg 
iiMrease to u^uencc. 

YMn, kc. No; 50, 1A May, 1617^ p. 4l!2. 
" 80. Reduction of Taxes, Reform of Parliament, kc. Petition of 

Inhabiunts of Si, Iveis (Hunts), fte. ; to lie on the Table, and to 

iit pi^inted. [Appendix, Ho. 7.)" 

In this dne behdd thb instance— the Only in^nce — in #hich aftef 
presenting the Petition, the Member movM that it be printed. 
This Member was Sir jf^^ahcis Bl&d^ti, 

llie only inducentent trhidi Hmidorable House can have to'sub- 
mit to any such measure ait 1^ ot itk own* Befonn^-this sole in- 
ducement beinp^ comfi!6iM* of tbd ddfires of tb^ people as ihade 
khoWn to one aticdieV ak' iMI ad to Hbnmirable House— t^hich Re- 
fbtto never can' td^ place; but in pt^op^rtion as the particulaf in- 
terest of Honourable House is made to giye way to the utriferBal'ifa- 
terest— -is it n<Mr in human nature, thaVby'Honourable Houfte, any 
thing should be tdnittedl t^hlch in the eyeb' df HoboiiraSHf Hbose 
cSB cbnMsleiMy wMh the tufes <tf fauniitii'pnid^'ce be doncf toi^afds 
the prerention of so unpleaAnt an efifect? 
' HiaH in this oi'lhat itiUaisice; fU" scs^ii'tiffie^ after iOfe iotrbdoc- 
tfo<i df ^ titvf aihrMg«tiieYit, iil> ^M'ahbe sfid(ild;be madcf to a' 
ntiAiiott for g(hibg^td thcfse a^jAtcMiOn*; hbw lin^lcome so ^er, 
tfir'bcifiitf^-tiiM^toti^ cirM «js|fe- 

cHiSs t^lleti, by ah/sueli r^isUtifc^, such' a preslriiiie as that which 
ifWdiiTd tier irt th^ pbilret i£i\t ttiMi Bdrdett to s(ppl^,aroui)f haVe 
t6' IJlWtdttfll!^^. Yet eien already cvX <X fiot PililtibDs, is the 
extinguisher dropped upon fimr: this under the green tree, julge 
ho*it'^lUlb^1rithetiH^r 
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petitions — nther they agree with one another, or they duagree. Do th^y 
agree f J^rom some one mamrfactory do they all come. Do they disagree t 
the greater tJte dist^eement, the more conclusive the proqf of wildness — 
qf visionariness — of the impossibility qf doit^ ar^ thing that shall be gC' 
neraUy satirfactory to the swinish multitude. — ^Behold here an argu- 
ment, ready to senre, and to pretrail-^and at all times — ^for the sup- 
pression of that which is to be suppressed. 

Has no such plan of suppression been ever formed,— or« one having 
been formed, will Honourable Gentlemen prevail upon themselves to 
relinquish it ? — Nothing can be more simple or unobjectionable than 
the remedy: — Standing Order, that e:vety Petition that has been 
received shall be printed of course, and in due course. On motion 
duly made, suppose an order to this efiect refused: — of the justness 
of thoae suspicions, which, consistently with any regard for the 
public welfare, could not be suppressed, would any such refusal 
fall any thing short of the most conclusive proof? 

That which, in each instance, is given as and for the Petition 
of such and such persons, might it not be proper that by some of 
those tokens, which every where else are in use— (for example, the 
insertion or omission of inverted commas) — ^information should be 
given, whether the matter so printed be the very tenor of the Peti- 
tion in question, or only the ptirporif the Petition ait length, or an 
abridgment f^^siu abridgment compressed to any degree of compres- 
sion, from the minimum to the maximum inclusive ?-^the discourse, 
in a word, of the exactly ascertainable persons whose discourse it 
purports be ; or the discourse of some other person, neither ascer- 
tained, nor by any person, except those who are in the secret, as- 
certainable ? 

Good Sir Francis (through this channel I now address you. It 
being the only channel through which it is in my power to reach 
you) — Good Sir Francis, look at the Appendix to the Votes, Ist 
May, 1817, p. 8— look at the Paper, No. 7, in which may be seen 
enveloped, in the«above-described cloud, the account of the St. Ives* 
Petition, printed at your instance. Tell us, on your approaching 
Commemoration Day, to which of all the above described descrip- 
tions we are to refer it. 

I2th May, 1817. 

y 
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CATECHISM, &c. 



§ 1 • Ends to be aimed at on the occasion 
of Parliamentary Reform. 



Question l. What are the ends, to the attainment 
of M^hich a system of Parliamentary representation, 
and Parliamentary practice, ought to be directed ? 

Answer. Many might here be mentioned. But, 
whatever be their number, they may be brought, all 
of them, under one or another of three expressions, 
viz. 

iV Securing, in the highest possible degree, on the 
part of Members, (that is to say, on the part of the 
greatest possible proportion of the whole number) the 
several endowments or elements of aptitude^ necessary 
to fit them for the due discharge of such their trust. 

2. Removing, or reducing to the smallest possible 
amount, the inconveniences attendant on Elections. 

3. Removing, or reducing to the smallest possible 
amount, the inconveniences attendant on Election 
Judicaikre. 
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Question 9^. What^are these endowments or ele* 
ments of aptitude ? 

Ansxver. They may be comprehended^ all of them^ 
under one or other of three expressions : viz. I. Ap- 
propriate prcinljf. 2. Appropriate inteUectwd aptitude. 
3. Appropriate active talent. 

Question 3. What is ta ha understood by afffm^ 
priate, applied, as here, to endowments? 

Answer. In the case of each such endowment, 
that modification, pfit^ which is» iu a particular mi^i- 
ner, suitable to the particular situation here in ques- 
tion, to wit^that'of a lepreseatetlKe of thepeople,-— 
deputed by a part, to fill, in the character of a trustee 
or agent for the whole, — a seat in that assembly, to 
which belongs one out of three shares in the^ l^^a- 
tive departmeent of goviernment, together witht the. 
right and duty of watching over the exercise of the 
two others^ %\z. the administrative^ and the judicial*. 

Question 4. What, is to be understood of qtytro* 
priate, as applied to probity ? 

Answer. On e«ch occasion whether in speaking 
or ^^livering his ?ote, — on the part of a B^r^ienta* 
tive of the Peopb, s^prqpriate pcobity 0(Hi6ist3^ in his 
pursuing that line of conduct, which>. in ^ own sin- 
cere opinion^ being net inconsistent with the vttles oC 
morality w IdM law of the land, is most coeducive to 
the general good of the wbk^fe cosimunity for which 
ke serves; tjhat isto say, of the whole of the British 
empire: — forbeariagw on eaeh oooosion, at the Vfr 
pense either of such general good, or of k» 4ety ifk 
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any shape^ either to. aocept^ or to seek to obtain, or 
preserve, in any shap^ whatsoever, for himself, or for 
any person or persons particularly connected with 
him, any advantage whatsoever, from vvhatsoever 
hands obtainable; and in particular from those hand;?, 
in: which, by the very frame of the constitution, the 
greatest mass of the matter of temptation is necessa- 
rily and unavoidably lodged, viz. those of the King» 
and the other id.embers of the executive branch of the 
government, — the King's Ministers. 

Questions. What is to be understood here by 
apfrapriatey as applied to the endown^ent of intellec- 
tual aptitude? 

Ansxoer. forming a right judgment on the several 
propositions, which, either in Parliament, or out of 
Parliament, but if out of Parliament, with a view to 
Parliament,. are liable to come before him: and, to 
that end, in Parliament forming a right conception, 
as well of the nature of each proposition, considered 
in itself, as of the evidence^ adduced or capable of 
being adduced, whether in support of it or in oppo- 
sition to it, and the observations thereon made, or ca- 
pable of being made in the way of argument, for it 
or against it, as above, 

Question 6. What is to be understood here by 
cpprcpriate as applied to aclioe talent f 

Answer. Talents suited to the due performance of 
the several operations, which, in the course of his ser- 
vice, in or out of the House, but more particularly in 
the House, it may happen to a Member to be duly 

B2 
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called upon to perform, or bear a part in: — ^Tor ex- 
am^le^ fn<ro(/2/C2;ig, or endeavouring to introduce, bjr 
way of motion, any proposed law or measure which 
he approves : delivering a speech in support of any 
.proposition which he altogether approves; — or in op- 
position to one which he altogether disapproves:-— 
proposing an amendment to any proposed law or mea* 
sure which he approves in part only : — drawing up, 
or helping to draw up, a Report, concerning such or 
such matters of fact, for the inquiring into which it 
has happened to him to have been appointed to act as 
Chairman, or other Member, of a Committee; — ^^ut- 
ting relevant questions, concerning matters of fact^ to 
persons examined before the House, or any Com- 
mittee of the House, in the character o( witnessesi. 
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§ Z. Means J conducive towards these 
Ends. 



Question 7. What are the means, that promise 
to be most effectually conducive to the accomplish- 
ment of the above several ends ? 

Answer I. In the first place come those which 
have» for their end or object, the securing, in the 
highest degree of perfection, the several endotoments 
or elements of aptitude, requisite on the part of Mem- 
bers, as above. 
These are — 

1. Exclusion o{ Placemen in geneia. from the right 
of sitting in the House, in the quality of Members 
entitled to vote. 

2. Seating in the House Official persons, named by 
the King, from each department, without right of 
voting, but with right oi speech and motion, subject at 
all times to restriction or interdiction by the House. 

3. Elections, frequently, viz. annually renewed: 
with power to the King to ordain a fresh Election at 
any time. 

4. Speeches (made in the House) correctly, com- 
pletely, and authentically, taken down, and regtilarljr; 
and promptly published. 

5. Constancy, punctuality, and universality; of a^ 
tendance, secured. 
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Answer II. Next comes the means^ which have 
for their end the removing or reducing to their least 
possible dimensions, the inconveniences attendant on 
Elections^ and Election Juddcatute. 

For shortness, that which is proposed^ let it be. 
stated as done. 

6. In each Electoral District, the number of the 
Voters is uniformly large. 

7. Each Elector's title^ payment made to a certua 
amount to certain taxes : — the evidence of such title, 
a duplicate of the Collector's receipt : the paper (call 
it the Voting-Paper), delivered^ ordse transmitted {ht 
example, by post), to the returning Officer ; in case 
of transmission, the Elector having first written upon 
it, according to directions printed on the Voting 
Paper itself, the name of the Cuididate for whom he 
means to vote. 

8. When performed by delivery, the voting is se* 
cret. 

To establish the genuineness of the Ck>llector's sig* 
nature, and the sufficiency of the same^ the Voter 
presents his voting*paper to the Returning Officer, in 
presence of the Agents of the Candidates. The 
shortest glance suffices. Its admission is signified by- 
marking it with a stamp. The voter is thereupon 
presented with a ticket, which, out of the sight of 
every person, he drops, through a slit, into a box, 
marked with the name of the Candidate for whom be 
means to. give his vote. Penalty on forging the sig<- 
nature of a Collector, or personating a Voter : to eur 
Ibroe it, each voting-paper is retained. Delivery 
not to be performed by proxy : for in that case a 
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Icowm inesd of ode of the Candidates migbt reqilire 
to be tke proxy, mid thuB the deaigii of secrecy 
wovid -be fruBtrated. 

9* To insure secrecy, as well is the ease where the 
voting is iperformed by transmission, (viz. by post)^ 
as where it is performed by ddivery, the voting-paper 
contains a promise of secrecy, signed by the Voter» 
and conceived in terms of such strength, that without 
offering an aflfront to him, neither a Candidate, nor 
any one on his behalf, oan request the breach of it* 
Not^tbat even by this means the assurance of secrecy 
can be rendered siltogether so perfect in the case o£ 
transmission, as in the case of delivery, as above. 

Marks in Ueu of names are not admitted. They 
would be incompatible with secrecy. A vote is of 
little value -to him, who, not bang as yet able to 
write, grudges the trouble necessary to the learnii^ 
to write his name. 

10. Members' seats, say, for example, [600]^ 
whereof, for example, .twa*third8'~say [40Q] seats 
for terriUnjf: and the remainder, say [900]«-*seat8for 
population. 

1 1. To form the Territorial Electoral districts, the 
whole soil of Great Britain and Ireland is divided into, 
say [400] districts, as. neariy equal as is consistent 
with convenience resulting from local circumstances; 
One Member is chosen for isaoh. Not that, with re* 
ference to the end in view,, if, by accident, here and 
there, one should be found not^above half the size of 
an average district, and, ?here and tfae^e another as 
much aa twice the size, .the inequality would be ma* 
terial. Parishes compose the elementary .|>ortiotti. 
No.parish is divided. 
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12. The Papulation Electoral Districts are com- 
posed of certain Towns, the population of which 
amounts to a certain number of souls or upwards*-* 
Say, mereljrfor illustration, 10,<W0: — precisioa .might 
be given, on examination of the Population Retuifns. 
Each of these Towns fills one or more seats, in pro* 
portion to its numbers : but in such sort, that the 
whole number of seats thus filled does hot exceed the 
SOO. Such inequalities as in this case would be un- 
avoidable, would here also be, to every practical pur- 
pose — ^immaterial. But such as they are, once every' 
SO or 25 years they might receive their correction. 

The principle of Equality has not any claim to» 
anxious regard, any otherwise than in as fai* as> by a 
departure from it, the degree of perfection, with 
which the grand end in view is attained,-^vi2. appiY>-' 
priate aptitude on 'the partof such portion of the 
House as carries with it the power, of the whole»-«- 
would, on this or that occasion, receive a sensible di- 
minution. For local interests, the provision inade is 
on this occasion sufficient, if whatever inequality has 
place, to the prejudice of any such particular inte- 
rest, is the result, — not of design, but accident. 

The three Capitals, London, Dublin, and Edin- 
burgh, would thus possess that ascendancy which is 
their due: due to them, not nierely on the. score of 
population, but also on the score of appi'opriale in* 
formation and intelligence.. ' ; «.- 

IS. For the seats corresponding to these Popnla- 
tion Electoral Districts, voting, otherwise than in the 
most surely secret mode, viz. by delivery^ need: vM be 
admitted. 

14. On the part of persons possessing the .Okie fjuft- 
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liScation required as above^ such circumstances^ as 
would be apt to present themselves in the character 
of grounds of disqualification^ need not be regarded. 
Aliens^ for example^ would be admitted: but to such 
a degree would they be out-numbered^ that though 
they were all enemies, no sensible practical mischief 
could ensue. Females might even be admitted: and 
perhaps with as little impropriety or danger, as they 
are in the Election of Directors for the government of 
the 30 or 40 millions of souls in British India, 

By all the inequalities and other untoward results 
put together that could have place in the above plan, 
no practical misohief could be produced, equal to 
that which, on the present plan, a single pocket bo- 
rough is sufficient to produce. 

On such occasions as the demarcation of the Ter- 
ritorial Districts^ and the fixation of the Population 
Districts, or their respective numbers of seats,— Au^a?! 
reason would, in many instances, have no applica* 
tion. In those instances, the decision might be made 
by lot. 
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} S. Means — their Uses, with reference to 
their respective Ends? 



Question 8. These several means^ in what wagr 
are they condacire to their respective endsf 

Answer. For greater distinctness^ — inthe instance 
of each one of these means, ask ralher^ in the flrsi 
plaoe^ to which of those ends it is condncive^ and then 
in what way or ways it tends to be prodactive of thstt 
effect. 

By ^nnderstandtog, in the instance of each me^ns, 
in what way or ways it is tonAacioe to this or that endi 
it will be understood in what way or ways it is of me 
with reference to such^ndy and thns far what are 'the 
tuest^T good effects of the parttcolar arrangement tkats 
operating in relation to that end in the character of a 
means. 

Question 9* So then the several arrangements in 
question have, each of them, for its object^ neither 
more nor less than this» viz. the beings' in the character 
of a means, conducive, in some way or ways, to the 
accomplishment of one or more of those ends? 

Answer. Such is indeed, in every instance, their 
direct and primary object, and their principal use. 
But, in the instance of most of them, — ^further, and as 
they may be termed collateral, uses or good effects, and 
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those oi DO mean importance^ may be seen resulting 
from them^ as of coarse. 

2tiestion 10. What are these cpUateral uses or goo4 
elfects? 

Anszver. For greater xlesraess it s^ms better to 
defer this statement till after the principal arid direct 
uses of these same means have been brought to view. 

Question 11. And so, to be satisfied, and Justly 
satisfied, with the several proposed arrangements, 
nothing inore is necessary, than to see, in the instance 
of each, in what way or ways it is conducive to this or 
that one of those ends? 

Answer. Assuredly: unless, from the employment 
given to each or any of them, such or such bad effiscts 
should be shewn to be likely to take place; bad effects, 
the amount of which, taken all together, would be so 
great as to outweigh the sum total of the good effects 
above spoken of. 
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§ 4 . Means conducive to aptitude in Mem- 
bers: — !• Placemen not to vote, nor 
be seated by Election. 



Question 18. The e^cclusion proposed to be put 
upon the votes of Placemen, to which of the above 
ends does it promise to be conducive? 

Ansxver. To probity y — appropriate probity. 

Question 18. In what way? 
' Answer. In this way. By keeping the right of 
voting out of the hands of persons possessing other 
situations^ to which, — in the shape of money, power, 
reputation, and in other shapes, — ^advantage in large 
masses is attached, — together with expectation of 
further and further advantage, in the same and other 
shapes, — ^ali liable to be taicen from them, without 
reason assigned, and at the King's pleasure: — persons 
thereby so situated, that, speaking of the generality of 
them, it is not in the nature of man that they should 
not, on all ordinary occasions, be in the habit of 
sacrificing, and continue disposed to sacrifice, in so far 
as depends upon each man's vote, the general interest 
of the empire and their public duty in every shape, to 
the desire of preserving such advantageous situations: 
to that desire, and thence to the desire and necessity 
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of conforming themselves to the will of the person or 
persons^ be they who they may, on whom their con- 
tinuance in such situations depends. 

■• . » • ■• • '• , 

Nor should any such disposition' appear ^wonderful, 
when it is considered, that even the worst King and 
the worst Minister having, on many points, the same 
interest with the body of the people, it is not in the 
nature of man, that' they should harbour any such 
intention, or any such wish, as that of doing, on any 
occasion, any act that may be> in any degree productive 
of injury to the general interest, except in so far as it. 
may happen to this or that particular interest of their 
own to be served by such act: and that, — so long as 
they content themselves with doing no other sort of 
mischief than what has been commonly done already, 
— ^they stand assured of support, not only from each 
other, but from the multitude of those, in whose eyes 
the standard of right and wrong is composed of nothing 
more than the practice of ^' great characters,*' that is, 
of any characters whatsoever, in *^ high situations." 
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} 5. Means, &c. continued. II. Placemen 
seated by the King, with Speech jHid 
Motion, without Vote. 

QUESTI(»9 14. Seating official persons^ from the 
official departnrents^ without votes^ but with the right 
of speech and motion, subject to restriction or inter- 
diction by the House, to which of the ends do^ this 
arrangement promise to be conducive ? ' 

Jnm^r. To intellectual aptttude-r-BppTopnzXe ia- 
tellectofil apt\t!)4e. 

^^stiQfi 15. In what way? 

Ansmr. In this. way. Qn the part of the E^ing 
^Ad.hi^Minisiters^ it being'all along aiattcur of necessity, 
tq si^cure for: their meafiures^ eiM^^r the co*op,eration, 
or, i^t least tlie afcquif scence of ^he ^oi^e^ it will be 
all along their interest, and therefore naturally their 
endeavour, to find out and station in the House such 
persons, as, being furnished with the requisite degree 
of obsequiousness as towards his will, are in an eminent 
degree distinguished by the talent of persuasion, in- 
cluding tha^ sort and degree of appropriate in/e/Zfcftfo/ 
aptitude which is necessary to it. This intelligence, be 
it what it may, the House may at all times be thus 
made to have the full benefit of, and at the same time, 
without having its decisions perpetually exposed to be 
tamed aside into a sinister course^ by the weight of so 
many dependent votes, expressive*— not of any will of 
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the voters, guided by any opinion of their own con« 
cerning the general interest, but of the will, guided by 
the particular and thence sinister interest, of the King, 
or>^0ome iqlnister^. o^bCfPi^e piiyate an^^n^nj^^ 
favourite of the King's. 

By this means the King and his ministers would 
possess at aU times what, at least in their own view of 
the matter, is the best chance, for obtaining, and 
maintaining^ in the House, the only honeit kind of 
influence, vi2. the influence qf understanding an under^ 
standing: and that purified, viz. by the preceding and 
following proposed arrangements takea together, from 
that dishonest kind of influence, — ^the exercise of which 
is, on both sides, in the relative situations in question, 
inconsistent with approjMiate probity,^-*-viz. the ii^u^ 
ence qfwiU over will. 

Question 16. But, is it not necessary, that every 
nan, who proposes a law or measure in the Hous^ 
should have a vote to give in support of it^ . 
. Answer. No more than that eeery Advocate who 
makes a mollon in the Court of King's Bench should 
have a vote to give in support of it on the B«ich« 

In the business of judicature^ to the giving to the 
justice of the case the benefit of such appropriate 
intdligeace and active talent as may be aibided by the 
Advocates oa both sides, it has neveryet been thought 
necessary or sa much as coaducive, that the Adtrooates 
on either side should take their seats <m the Bench, 
each of them with a vote equal in its effect to that of 
any of the Judges. 
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$6. Means, Sec. continued. III. Eiet- 
tions frequent, annual. 



Question 17. The proposed frequent renewal of 
£l6ctioD8» to which of the above ends does it promise 
to be conducive? 

. Answer. To all three: and in the first place to 
prdbity. 

Suestioti 18. In what way ? ^ 

Answer. In divers ways, 

1. On the part of each member taken individuaUy: 
riz. in case of transgression^ by the prospect of 
eventual exo^usion; and that speedy, to wit, at the next 
Election, at furthest within a twelvemonth: 

2. On the part of the whole House, taken collec* 
lively: vie* by reducing, to so small a quantity, the 
length of sinister service, which it would be in. the 
power of the King or his Ministers, to purchase, at 
the hands of any one Member: and increasing at the 
saoCie time the number of such lengths of service, as^ 
ere they could secure the dommencement or conti* 
nuance of any sinister course of government, they 
would find themselves under the continually recurring 
necessity of .purchasing, out of the whole number of 
members. . 

9. By reducingt in so great a d^ree, whatever 
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iodacement a Candidate would have, on the occasion 
of a contest, to launch out into any such expense, as, 
by straitening his circumstances, might, in the hope 
of obtaining an indemnifioation, engage him to place 
himself in a state of dependence on the King, or this 
or that set of Ministers; whether Ministers in posses*^ 
sion or Ministers in expectancy, making in this respect 
no difference. 

Suestian 19. In what way does this means promise 
to be conducive to intellectual aptitude and active ta- 
lent? 

Ansxver. By perpetually holding up to the view of 
each successful Candidate, now become a Member, 
the near prospect of a fresh Election, on the occasion 
of which it may happen to his constituents, to have 
the choice, of the same or any additional number, of 
rival candidates: for all whom the encouragement will 
be greater and greater, in proportion as, on his part, 
any feature of unfitness, absolute or comparative, has, 
in either of these two shapes, been manifested; viz. 
whether by discourses indicative of ignorance or 
weakness, by constant silence and inactivity, or by 
absentation or slackness of attendance. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



J ?• Means, &c. continued. IV. Speeches 
authentically and prompdy published. 



Question 20. To which of the above ends does 
the correct, cocppleat, authentic, and constant taking^ 
down, and regular publication, of alt speeches made 
.in the House, promise to be conducive ? 

Anszver. To all three. 

Question 31. In what way does it promise ix> be 
conducive to probity? * 

Answer. 1. By impressing upon each man's mind 
the assurance, that by the public in general, and by 
his own constituents ia particular, he will, thi^nce 
forward, and then for the first time, be judged of^ and 
in the only way in wbibh, in his situation a man can 
. be rightly and justly judged of, according tp hiszvorks : 
held up, according to his deserts, to esteem or dis- 
esteem, for every thing which he has said, and not, as 
happens but too often at present, for saying that 
which he had not said. 

2. In so far as concerns veracity and sincerity, by 
operating as a check upon those misrepresentations, 
whichs for the purpose of the moment, are so apt to 
be hazarded, under favour of the at present indispens- 
able rule, which precludes reference to anterior de- 
bates : misrepresentations respecting the speaker's own 
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-^misrepresentations respecting the speeches of other 
Members: misrepresentations, sometimes resulting 
from carelessness and temerity, sometimes accom- 
panied with insincerity, or in other words, with wilful 
falsehood. 

' Siuestian 32. In what way does it promise to be 
conducive to intellectual aptitude ? 

Anszver. In the several ways following j viz. 
' 1. By furnishing to each Member, on the occasion 
of each motion, a correct and compleat view, of 
whatsoever evidences and argumenlSy have, on the oc- 
casion of the same motion, —or any other past motion 
so connected with it as to afford either evidences or 
arguments justly applicable to it, — been brought for- 
ward : thereby, so far as they go, furnishing him with 
better and safer grounds on which to found his opi- 
nion, his speeches, if any, and his vote, than can be 
furnished by any other means.. 

2. By impressing upon each man's mind, that as- 
surance of being judged of according to his words, 
which has just been brought to view, in thecha' 
facter of a security for appropriate probity. For, the 
more correct the judgment which he is assured will 
be passed upou that part of his works, the stronger 
the motive which he has for making whatsoever exer- 
tions shall appear to him to be necessary, to save 

bim from the dishonour, of being found wanting in ^ 

point of appropriate inteUeciual aptitude f 

3. By furni«faiag the only oompleatly efficient 
means, for detecting and pointing out the existence t 

C 3 
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and successfally couateractiDg the influettce^ as wdl 
of the raisrepresentatims above mentionedy as of those 
rhetorical /a//adef and devices, the efficieocy of which 
depends partly on the irremediable umxrlainiy^-^ti 
'which, in the case of word*of-niouth discourse, the 
identity of the words in which they are conveyed 
remains involved, — ^partly on the want of the time, re- 
quisite for searching out» and bringing to light the 
errors and false judgments which they seek to pro- 
pagate and inculcate.^ 

4. By keeping out of the House such persons as, 
on the ground of experience, shall, either in their 
own judgment, or that of their Constitutional. Judges, 
have been found unable to abide this test. 



* On the subject of these/atturMs» some loose papers were, «t the 
writing of the abo?e paragraph, Ijtng on the author's shelves. Not 
long ago, — to serve as a sort of appendix to some others, in which 
somewhat greater progress had been made, on the subject of the 
Tactics qf Political JssembHeSi they were, by the author's friend, 
Mr. Ihmoru, put into' that French dress^ in which, by the sane aUe 
hand» so many other uncompleted works of the author's have been 
made to appear so much to their advantage. Copies of this work 
are in London, probably some of them in the hands of the Foreign 
Booksellers : but, owing to some accident, nohe hare yet been seen 
by the author of these pages, — 1. Fallacies of thcliu: 2. Fallacies 
of the Outi: 3. £i^Acr-<tc2e Fallacies: — in the original, these were 
the general heads. One general character belongs to almost all of 
them : and that is irrelcDancy, irrelevancy with relation to the parti- 
cular subject, be it what it may, to which they are applied. It 
were truly curious to observe, in how lai^ a proportion these are 
the materials of which Partiamentary and other political speeches-^ 
nol to speak of other political worka— are composed. 
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jf 8« Means, kc. contmued. V. Attend^ 
ance, punctual and general, secured. 

QU£STI0N 23. Constancy and panctiiality of ab* 
tendance^ on the part of eaeh Member^ and thenof of 
the whole House, to which of the ends does it promise 
to be conducive ? 

Answer. To all three euds. 

Question 34. In what wi^ U>pr§bittfJ 

Answer. In sundry waya» as follows; viz. 

I. In relation to this poa>nt, whatsoever indicatioa 
can be afforded, by the coriect and compleat takii;^ 
down and publishing a man's speeches^ as above, it is 
only through the medium of his attendance, and in 
proportion, to the constancy of his a//m(f<anc^,.-^to wit, 
in the only place in which they can be spoken> — Ihat 
any such speeches are, or can be afforded* 

8. When, on this head, such is the state of law and 
custom, as, on each occasion, (with the exception qS^ 
snch of the Members^ whose constant obsequious^ 
ness to the will of the Arck-tempter, — ^not to say the 

C G , — together with the whole of tJieir 

support on every occasion, is secured by the de- 
pendance of their situations) leaves it altogether afc 
a man's option whether he will attend or aot-nn, 
this case, by simply forbearing to attend, at the 
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place wbere^ in point of moral duty, his attendance 
is due^ it is^ on every occasion, in the power of 
any man, and every man, to afford to the Arch- 
tempter, and that without eiiher shame or danger, 
exactly Aa^fthef support whic|),:^itfaput such jsh^me 
and danger as he could not perhaps have brought 
himself to expose himself to, he could not have af- 
forded, by attending and voting on that side: — and so, 
in the case of any particular improper and pernicious 
measure, to which, on the score of any particular 
sinister interest, whether of a party or altogether pri- 
vate nature, he finds himself exposed to the tempta- 
tion of shewing undue favour: thus, whether it be by 
leaving unopposed what he ought to have opposed, 
or by leaving unsupported what he ought to have 
supported, doing effectually by his absence, exactly 
half the mischief, which, howsoever desirous, he durst 
not have done in case of his presence. 

Stiestion 25. In what way to intellectual aptitudjt f 
Anmer* The mote frequent a man*s attendance, 
the greater his experience ; and the greater his expe- 
rience, the more perfect is that branch of his intetlec- 
tual aptitude which consists in an acquainiiRnce with 
the nature of his business, whatsoever it may be. 

Question 26. In what way to active talent f 
Answer. The more frequent a man's attendance, 
the greater will be his experience : and, be the busi- 
ness what it may, the greater his experience in the 
oamination and management of it is, the greater will 
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h^M% ^pertoesa ^^t it '^^^thAt experttiees5 wbioh i§^ at 
4bp isame jtiiqe, the effect of active talent^ and the 
cause of it. 

Question 27- Considering how thin, except on ex- 
traordioary occasions, .the attendance is at present^ 
whs^t reaaooablo expectation can there be of any thing 
likq an habitually universal attendance, and by what 
mwn% caa it be secured? 

Anstoer. On the part of a Trustee or an Agent, 
whose duty can not be performed but at a certain 
place, ajbsentation from that place is a neglect which 
invoives in it Gvetj other, and against which forfeiture 
Df the Trust is, as soon as it takes place, an effectual 
M.wfiU as gentle remedy. Let but the operation of 
Election recur with the proposed degree of frequency^ 
it brings with it of course this remoly, together with 
a time of trial, sure to fecur at a stated and never 
long distant, period. For insuring the efficacy of this 
renaedy, in the instance of every such Member to 
whom the continuance in his seat is an object of de- 
sire, — and thereby for securing in every such instance 
a degree of constancy and punctuality of attendance, 
^qual at least to what is seen in any of the Offices, 
there can need but one thing more> which is — an 
equally sure and effectual Jiotifkation of every such 
act of transgression, as it takes place. 

To this purpose a regular and authentic publication^ 
of two Tables of the following descriptioos, would ob^ 
irioasly suffice i—r 

Table I. DAILY- GENERAL- ATTENDANCE TaBLR: 

.exhibiting, for each day, the name of every Jlyf ember 
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present at any time of the sHtiog, together with the 
part taken by each, on each question on which there, 
has been a division. 

N. B. If, to the present tedious, inconFenient, and 
inadequate mode of division, were substituted the 
prompt, convenient, adequate, and obvious mode of 
giving in names, each man giving in his name, for in- 
stance on a card, without stirring from his place, di'^ 
visions would of course be much more frequent than 
at present, and the knowledge, obtained by the con- 
stituent, of the political conduct and character of his 
representative, proportionally more compleat. 

Table 11. ANNUAL-InDIVIDUAL- ATTENDANCE 
Table : exhibiting on every day of sitting throughout 
the year, for the instruction of his constituents, the 
conduct of each Representative, in respect of attend^ 
<ince^ votCy and speech : with the grounds of excuse, if 
any, for each default, in case of non-attendance* 

N. B. On extraordinary occasions, for party pur* 
poses, instances have now and then been known, on 
which Tables of the nature of the above-mentioned 
General' A Itendance-Table^ have, without authority, 
been printed and disseminated by individual hands. ^ 
. If the security thus afforded were found not suffi- 
cient,-^punishment, in the pecuniary shape, combin- 
able with reward in the same shape, might, in the 
most simple and ^ectual manner, without need of 
prosecution, or intervention of lawjrersand lawyercraft, 
he employed to strengthen it c employed, — viz. by a 
law framed upon the principle of that class of lawa 
:which are said to execute tkemsehoes. 
. On his Election, each Member deposits with the 
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Clerk a sim of money : say (merely for illastration), 

A computation is made of the greatest number of 
days in the year during which it is probable the Hous^ 
vrill sit;— say» as before, 800. Each day of attend- 
ance^ on entrance^ the Member receives back, from 
the hands of a Clerk appointed for that purpose, jBt : 
and, at the end of the year, if the number of days of 
sitting has fallen short of the computed number, J?2* 
is returned for each day whereby it has so fallen short. 

If the aggregate, of the sums thus forfeited on each 
day, were divided among the Members attendant on 
that day, the force of reward would thus be added to 
that o[ punishment. 

Of the many opulent, and thence idle incapables, 
who, at present, while the House is left empty, crowd 
the list, some would probably, even on the proposed 
plan of representation, obtain, by means of the illus- 
tration shed around them by their opulence, a proba- 
tionary year, with little or no intention, or at any rate 
without any persevering habit, of regular attendance* 
The superfluity of these idle favourites of fortune 
would, in this way, afford a not altogether unwilling 
supply, to the exigence^ of the more assiduous and 
]ess opulent. And here would be emolument without 
corruption: p(h/, for, and in proportion to, honest 
service. 

In this way the penalty for non-attendance, with or 
.without the reward for attendance, might, by the light 
of experience, be increased or reduced at pleasure. 

Questhn9i^. The arrangements above proposed^ 
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Hire they to be coosideodd as heinjgj wheo iakea toge^ 
ther^ sqfficient to insure on the part of the pi^ulat 
icon of the House, a degree of /^(^6%,-*-«ppropiiate 
probityi — sttfficietit for all occastoiis? 
. AMBver, Against so vast and perpetually increa^ 
lifig a mass t>f the matter of temptatioa and corrupt 
tibA^. constantly and iadispensafoly lodged in a single 
1iaad> no remedy that promises to act as a preserve- 
tSy^ CAtk safely be considered as superfluous* 
. Suppose the plan established^ and that to its utmost 
ezte»t,-^it would still be necessary to watch over the 
matter cf carrvptwn in whatsoever part of the system 
it ib iodged,--^^4o purge the system of it where it is use- 
less and needless by the whole amount of it^— and to 
redtrict the quantity of it — in cases where^-^altbough 
in a oertaifn tpiantity^ it may for such and sueh a spe- 
bific purpose be found necessary > — ^yet in any greater 
4pHUtitity3 !Dot beuag necessary^ it is purely and simpljr 
mischievous. 

Whatsoever. is ettlier goad in itsdf, or thought to be 
soi is capable of being employed in the chi^racter of 
matter of reward : and whatsoever is employed in the 
character of matter of reward, becomes matter ^cor* 
^uption^ when applied to a sinister purpose : when ap-» 
plied to a man, insuch manner as to direct his endea* 
Vtittrs to the doing good to the one or to the few, at 
the expense of preponderant evil to the maTn/. 

Of the Matter of reward, with or without title to re^ 
ward, nothmg ever is or can be bestowed by the King^ 
that is not bestowed at the expense of the people. 

Title to reward is — adequate service rendered, or ia 
aome.shitpe. or other about to be rendered; to the 
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piiblio : and of the matter of reward ti^hatsoever is he^ 
i^wed without such title^ established by such proof 
of title as the nature of the serrice is susceptible of, ii 
bestowed as matter o( favour : and, besides being be^ 
stowed in waste, whatever is bestowed as matter of 
mere favour operates as matter of corruption, by the 
expectation of it. 

Of the matter of corruption applied to the purpose 
of corruption, — ^Peerages, bestowed not only without 
extraordinary public service, but without public service 
in any shape, or so much as the pretence for it, con<^ 
stitute a conspicuous example. 

In the shape of a peerage, the matter qf corruption 
is capable of being employed to the corrupting of 
those, whose opulence suffices to preserve them from 
being corrupted by it in any other shape. County 
Members and Borough Members together, — the occu- 
piers of no inconsiderable part of the whole number 
of seats, are held by the King in a state of invisible, 
perhaps, but not the less corrupt, less constant, or less 
efficient dependence. In one House by peerages, in 
the other by advancements in the peerage, the pre- 
tended independence of Judge; is converted into de- 
pendence. 

In the reign of George 1st, a Bill for restraining the 
employment of the matter of corruption in this shape, 
passed the House of Lords. Since that time, the 
quantity thus employed has received a prodigious in- 
crease. The reign in which the Bill was thrown out 
of the Commons, was the same, in which a set of Re- 
presentatives who had been elected by their constitu- 
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eats for three years> were ebgaged and enabled to 
elect themselves for seveo years ; thus vitiating the 
coDstitution by a poison of new invention^ under the 
effects of which it has been labouring and lingering 
ever since. 
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j 9. Inconveniences incident to £lec« 
tions, and Election judicature. 



Question 29- What are the inconveniences at- 
tendant on Elections i 

Answer. They are so varions, — and dependent, 
many of them, on such rarioas contingencies^^-^hat it 
seems scarce possible to make a compleat enumera- 
tion of them. The principal of them will^ howerer* 
it is supposed, be found comprehended under two 
heads: viz. 1. To Candidates, expense and vexa- 
tion : 2. On the part of Electors and persons at large, 
loss of time (a loss which is of itself equivalent to so 
much expense) idleness, drunkenness, quarrels, mis- 
chief to person and property on the occasion of riots. 

Question SO. What are the sources of the ez« 
pense? 

Answer. These will vary, according as the expen- 
diture of money in such or such a way is permitted 
or prohibited by law, and in case of prohibition, ac-> 
cording as the prohibition is followed or not followed 
by compliance. 

Here follow some of the principal items — 

1. Given, with a view to the Election, though an- 
tecedently to a vacancy, and thence penaltyoproof^— « 
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entertainments : instruments of corruption, defying M 
limitation, as well in point of number as in point of 
expense. 

3. Previously to the Election, expense of drawing 
up fuid p^Uisbii^sf iMlirefti^rasent^ iq aewspap^rs tind; 
hand-bills. • ^ . , 

3. At previous meetings, — and on the Election day at 
the place of Election, — expense of engaging persons to 
attend as Clerks, and make minutes of proceedings. 

4. In the case of distant votes, expense of convey- 
ance, with or without refreshment, during the jour- 
pey, to and from the place of election. 

5. Mopey, or mortey's worth, given fol* votes; whe- 
ther directly, in the way of bribery, to the voters 
^emselves, or iodirectljr to other persons having the 
eottimand of votes in the way of influence. 

. €. In the case of ^scrtitimf, Expenses of Counsel, 
Attorneys, and other Agents, employed in the attack 
and defence of the disputed votes. 

7. Occasional law-suits 5 produced by the uncer- 
taiiities which, to so great an extent, hang over the 
titles to Election right, and the intrigues employed 
for the Creation, {>reslervation^ or destruction of such 
rights. 

: Siuestim 81.^ What ar^ the inconveniences attend- 
ant oa Election, Judicature ? 
:. Jmwer. Expkises^ vexations, and delays. 

2uestionS9^. Wherein consist the expemes ? 
'iuinlnoiifili. . In fees to Counsel :-vi2t. for Opiniohs, 
u4» iftcfan of ^ trial before an Election-Committee 
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0f the House of Commons^ for attendances, day tiUti 
day, at the Committee. 

S. Id money paid to witnesses for expense of jour* 
aeys and loss of time« 

9. In fees to Attorneys and other Agents, for carry«A 
log on the cause, as above. 

4. Occasionally, in the escpenses of suits at law, 
concerning such offices as, in the case of seats for 
Boroughs, confer the right of voting on the Election 
of Members, or, in some way or other, the means of 
influencing such Elections. 

Question S3. Wherein consist the vexations f 
Answer 1. In that burthen of attendance which 
falls upon the Members (fifteen in number), of whom 
the judicatory is composed: — 2. In those vexations 
which, on that occasion, in the shape of anxiety, can- 
didates experience, or are liable to experience : — ^3. 
And in those which fall upon such witnesses, in whose 
instance such compensation money as happens to be 
allowed to them, as above, is, or is thought to be, 
more or less inadequate. 

Question S4. Wherein consist the delays ? 

Answer. In the stop so frequently put to the busi- 
ness of the House, by the anxiety of Members to 
avoid serving on these judicatories. On the occasion 
of the sort of Lottery, by which the fifteen who are 
to serve on each cause are determined, — ^to avoid being 
thus impounded, they have frequently been known to 
absent themselves, in such numbers, as not to leave 
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in attendance the number necessary to constitute a 
House. 

8. In the length of time» during which, in case of 
an undue return, the Electors, instead of the person 
who in their eyes, is most fit, see their share of power 
exercised by one who, in their eyes may be, to any 
degree unfit: and the Candidatey whose right it was 
to be returned, loses the benefit of that right* 
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$10. Election inconveniences — Means 
for their removal. 



Question 35. In what way do the abovemen- 
tioned means promise to be conducive to the re- 
moval of the inconveniences, attendant, as above, 
on Elections and Election -Judicata re? 

Answer. As to expense^ — by striking off at one 
stroke all expenses whatsoever; except such as are 
comparatively inconsiderable, — such as those incurred 
in the publication of advertisements by the Candi- 
dates, and those incurred incidentally on the occasion 
of previous meetings. 

To render this effect apparent, the slightest glance 
at the abovementioned sources of expense will suf- 
fice. 

• 1. Lossof time^ idleness, drunkenness, and riots, have 
for their cause large concourses of people, with enter* 
tainments given to Electors by Candidates, or their 
friends. But, any such large concourse of people will 
have no object : nor (votes being secret^ will any man 
be at any such expense in giving entertainments, the 
receivers of which may, fiNranght he can know, be 
composed, in as large a proportion, of his adversaries, 
as of his friends. 

D 
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2. The expense of conveyance and refreshment» in 
the case of distant voters, will be struck off altoge- 
ther. For, there cannot be any pretence either for 
offering or receiving money on that score, when the 
utmost effect, that could be ejcpected frofxi the lopgest 
journey, may equally be produced by a paper put 
into the post. 

S. As to Lawyers, Clerks, and other Agents, nei^ 
ther on the occasion of the collecting the votes at the 
place of election, nor on any such occasion as that 
of an Election-Committee of the House, can there 
be either use or rootq, for any such assistance. All 
that the Returning Officer will have to do, is~oat of 
the boxes denominated from the several candidates, 
to count the number of voting-papers that have been 
put into each box; observing only whether tbe 3um 
mentioned by the Collector as received, be really in 
each instance either equal to, or greater than, the 
minimum required by the law to constitute a qualifi- 
cation. 

As to vexations^r^siicb as: thoae from the obligatian 
of serving on Election Judicatories, and from the de- 
lays attendant on such jadicature;?rTthere would be no 
mch vexatiqn, because there would he no such judi- 
cature i »nd there would be. no such judicature, be- 
4cause there could be nothing to try :-Tr-unless, hy poe- 
jibility,andi^at withcmt.probahility, any such offence 
shoqld be .committed, as, by the Collector^ a re- 
fusal to. sign and deliver the duplicate receipt on the 
Voti^'J^aper.it^Qff by a Poitmasfcer, a auppresaion 
pf a multitude of such papers at the Post Office^ qc. 
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by a ReturniDg Officer^ a fitise retora> — ^respecting 
this or that one oat of a small oiimber of matters 
of fact, all of them simple^ and in their nature 
^either of themselves notorious, or easilj made noto* 
rtous. 

For the purpose of punishment, prosecutions for 
any such oflTences would of course be left to the esta^ 
blished dilatoriness, of the technical mode of proce** 
dure pursued in the ordinary Courts. But, for the 
purpose of applying an immediate pariiamentary re« 
medy to a fiibe return, a single day's sittings of a 
Orenville-Act Committee of the House of Commons, 
would suffice. 

Quesiian 36. If, in the instance of each Elector, 
the disposition made by him of his vote were thus to 
be placed altogether out of the reach of the public 
eye,««-^o that a Vote may be refused to the most wor- 
thy, given to the most Unworthy of all Candidates^ 
and that without danger, and consequently without 
fear of shame,— 4night there not be too much reason 
to apprehend, that considerations of a purely selfish 
nature would become generally predominant i 

Answer. No : not to any rach effect, as thM of 
seating a Candidate really and generally deemed le* 
worthy, to the exclusion of a Candidate really and 
generally deemed more Worthy : which effect is the 
only practical bad effect the case admits of. 

If, indeed, matteri were so circumstanced, thai^ 
by voting in favour of a candidate deemed by them« 
selves comparatively unworthy ,-^^r, to cut the matter 

D 2 
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short, in favour, of any candidate whatsoever»-^it were 
possible for the majority of the Electors in any district 
to obtain, each of them for himself any considerable 
private advantage, which, by the open mode of vot- 
ing, he would be deterred from aiming at— were this 
really the case, it were certainly too much to expect, 
that they should, the greater part of them, commonly 
forego any such advantage: and, — ^if such sacrifice 
of public intere^jt to private, were accordingly re- 
peated in a considerable proportion of. the whole 
number of Electoral districts,— the inconvenience to 
the public service, might be found sensible aiid con- 
siderable. 

But when, by the shortness of a man's time in his 
seat, and the multitude of the persons, to each of 
whom, at the hazard of being betrayed by any onfe 
of them, and this without any tolerable assurance of 
his giving his vote in favour of the briber, the bribe 
would be to be offered, — when by all these means 
together, the obtainment of a seat by bribery is ren- 
dered, as it would be, to so unprecedented a degree 
improbable, it does .not seem po^ible.to divine by 
what means a candidate, generally deemed the less 
worthy, should obtain an effectual preference, to 
the exclusion of one generally deemed the 'more wor- 
thy. 

On the. other hand, in the case of the open me- 
thod hitherto in use, the effect of it is, on every oc- 
casion, to force Electors, — rand that in >a number to 
which there are no limits^ — to giVe their vote in favour 
of the less worthy, to the exclusion of the more wpr- 
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thy, candidate, — on pain of sufferings each of them, 
some personal inconvenience, to the magnitude of 
which there are no limits. 

And this power, — which, by means of some such 
relation as those between Landlord and Tenant, 
between Customer and Dealer, between employer 
and person employed, in a word, between Patron 
and Dependent, men of overs way ing opulence pos- 
sess and exercise, over men less favoured by the gifts 
of fortune,^his power of forcing men to vote against 
their consciences, has been termed ^' the Jegttimate 
f^ influence of property," and spoken of as that foon- 
da^ipn stone, by the removal of which ** the subver- 
** sion of the constitution," would be effected* 

If,-^in the event of his voting in favour of him, who, 
in his estimation, is the less worthy candidate^ in 
preference to him who in his opiixion is the more 
worthy candidate, a man sees no prospect of advan* 
tage to himself, — nor of disadvantage in the contrary 
event, it seems not too much to hope and expect, 
that his vote will most commonly be in favour of that 
candidate who, in his opinion', is the more worthy 
candidate. 

If conscience will not do this, it will do nothing. 
But assuredly, the less deeply men »are ledy or lead 
themselves^ into temptation^ the more likely they 
will be to be delivered^ or to deliver themselves, iirom 
eviU 

The less it is that the law expects from every man» 
the less it will expose itself to disappointment.. Les$i 
than the disposition to do good,^— so far as it ia.16^be 
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cases only, hi which it can be done widiout an atom 
of loss or other iodonveDifnice to biiaselfj-^^^aiinot 
fiorely from any maa be expected* 

Suestim 37. Any such node of voting by a 
ntxture of acting and printings » it not^^n con* 
parison of the good Ud mode of TOting, practiaed 
by the unsdam qf our ancestar^^ viz. voting by word 
of xQoiith» — ^aa imwvation, and that a »gnal one? 

Answer. In one p<Hnt of view it is an innovation--^ 
in another, not. Considered as an art in general use, 
the af^qfwritingxatiBU — io whatsoever purpose appli^ 
ed, and consequently when applied to any such pur- 
pose as thif^-^-rbe acknowledged to be an innovation, 
and that a. very signal One: then comes the art of 
prmtingy whieh, espomally when considered as aa 
adri in general use, is a still more sweeping one. 
These arts being innovations, it cannot but be an 
innoasAion, to apply them.**->whether to the purpose ia 
question or to any other purpose. But if these be 
iono^rations, they will not, it ia hoped, be placed ia 
the dass of mischievous ones. 

On the oUier hand,^f in this^ as in other matters, 
^e wisdom of our ancestors be considered, as ooi^ 
aiating ia the employing, for eadi purpose, at eadi 
point of time, the best aad most convenient method 
in their time known and practicable, — ^there is not, ia 
the made of wting heve^ proposed, any innovatioa at 
afi> muok less a apaKdiieaeus one. 

Ottf anceatora employad the moat convenieat nMia 
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practicable^ in employing the word^qf-mouth mode: 
we, their posterity, employ the most conyenient mocfe 
practicable, in employing the written and printed 
mode. 

Thus doing, we may, therefore, be said, and with 
truth, to take the wisdom of our ancestors for sm 
guide. 
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$11. Collateral advantages, referable to 
the situations of Electors, Placemen, 
Lords, &c. 



Question 38. These, that have been mentioned, 
are they all the advantages resulting, or all the uses 
derivable, from the means above proposed to be ^m* 
ployed, for securing the several elements of aptitude 
on the part of Members f 

Anstoer. Far fvoin it. Various collateral advan- 
tages may be seen resulting, in case of the employ- 
ing of these means. 

Question 39. What are the classes of persons^ by 
or through whom these collateral advantages would be 
received ? 

Answer. They are various : and in particular five 
descriptions of persons may be mentioned in this 
view: viz. 

1. Parliamentary Electors, by whom, under what- 
* soever denomination, viz. by their votes. Members 

of the House of Commons would be seated. 

2. Members of the House of Lords. 

3. King's men, whether in or out of the House : 
that is to say, the persons occupying, under the King, 
the principal public offices. 

4. The higher classes of the people taken at large. 
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5. The lower classes of the people taken at large. 

Question 40. f In what particular ways does the 
employment of these means proniise.to be service- 
able, in the instance of th^se several descriptions. of 
persons? 

Answer. 1. To ParUamerdarjf Electors, as such, it 
promises increase of oppropriAte intellectual aptitude.: — 
% To King's men in.the House, and to their respective 
subordinates, in or out of the House, increase of ap- 
propriate aptitude, in aU the several points of aptitude, 
viz. probity, intellectual aptitudey And ?kct\veta\enti — 
3. To Members of the House of Lords, increase of in- 
tellectual aptitude, and at the same time increased se* 
curity for probity : — 4. To the higher classes at large, 
ihcrease of probity and intellectual aptitude :r-^. To 
the lower classes at large, increase of comfort, viz. by 
increase of kindness and courtesy towards them, on the 
part of the higher classejs ;-~and on their own part in- 
urease of appropriate intellectual aptitude from the 
habit of appropriate discussioQ. 

^ Question- itl. What are tht several parls of the 
plian by which those several advantages promise to hq 
produced? "i . 

" Answer 1\ That whjch seats^ Placeman . in the 
'House frbm; the several departments, with every right 
Iratthat. of voting:— 2. That whichproyidesfor^th^^ 
correet'add complete taking down, and iimmodjii^te 
and regular publication; of all ^jOirSrA^^ . qtiade in tb0 
House ;t 3. And that which gives uniforipiiy extenjied 
ammbcrs to, the. voters in tb^. sfveral il^aQtpral ^is- 
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trictsr-'Ubertjf to all their ToteS|~«nd r^ularfy fn^ 
quent recurrence to the Elections. 

Question 41. Ib the case of Electors^ in what 
way do the promised cdlateral advantages promise to 
take place, and from what means ? 

Jnstoer. From the correct and complete pablrca- 
tion of ail speeches made in ttie House, the Electors 
would, as well as the MemboTt be gainers, by so 
much as each man pleased^-as man j of tbem as pleas- 
ed — ^in the article of iniettectual aptitttde — appropriate 
intellectual aptitude. 

Of the probky of his Representative, so far a9 in- 
dieated bjr his attendance, — and, in caM of hiar at- 
tendance, of bis probitf and loleMeeeMi aptitude, in 
so far as indicated by bis vote, — and, iu case of his 
speaking, of bis probity, fBtellaetual aptitude, and ac- 
tive talent, so for as indicated by bis q[ieeefaes, — every 
Electee that pleased would, <m every occasion on 
which be pleased, possess^^tiio most complete and cor- 
rect evidence that the nature of the caae admitted of. 

QMstwn 49. In 1^ case of Placemn, itt irikat 
shapes, and by what meaM, do the praosised coMa- 
teral advantages promise to take place } 

Answer. By the tendency, whieb such a wtamUML 
would have, to raise to a maacinmm, in' dwir respeo 
t>ve breasts, the several tndommafds^ or demMte of 
aptitude abovementioned, relation being bad to tiie 
business of their respective ofikseai 

The beneficial infiuence of the arrangement wodH 
not confine itself to tiiie case of thoff sufitm^dinatfrU 
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cffiee, who» iu riHae of it» would be seized m the 
House : it would extend to their respective x»6ordi« . 
nates wt^tiie House. 

Take first the case of the 8uperordiDates>*««-Mated m 
the House^ asid by c^SUsial daty*, asid the proposed 
AiiendoMce^Tabks^ rendered constant in their attend- 
WM^ tfaere^ 

1. Probity, appropriate probity, will> in their m^ 
stance, haiveibr itaidd, tbe contiiiuat scrtUin^, actual 
or impending, to which they wiU remain subject :«^ 
8iit9ect> with full power of giving, to themselves and to 
one aaotiier, whatsoever support can be a&rded by 
spmeies^^^thaA is, by evidence and. by argitmentr^ 
but without that power of sel^support, deserved oc 
undeserved^ which a confederaied body of men»~*link>« 
ed .together by one common interest^ and that a si^ 
Ulster o(ne^rt<-4iffi>rd to. themselves and one another by 
their mtes: men wfao^ whSe tbey we Co^partners 
and Co^fiendants by their ^ces, are ieUow Judges 
over each other by their vata. 

2. Tom<sifeciuafi9^iliii(r^>**-Apppopri^ 
^>tit«de,^^ott the part of official persons of the same 
das ori pljie n s, te arrangeeaeut pteMises increase s-^visr. 
by reudaring it to them matter.of increased necessity^ 
to obtein andiefe^n corred and complete infonosatbu, 
respeottng the whole maesof baahMSft habitually tmna* 
aotad in their respective offices; }est,-^byw«mtofcoD- 
KotMSi^ completonesa^ or promptness, iu the aeswen 
gtwn by them to questions put to theas tathe House^ 
£nott time to timei. iu relation to svdh bttainessy-^any 
deiciencty oa tbair parl^ iapeisrt of appropnate offi* 
cialkiteUcMAttal aplitede^ Aoold alaad csposol 
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Take next the case qf the sereral sfdmrdiimtes, 
not having seats in the House. 

1. Probity, — appropriate profaity,-^iDcrease id this 
endowmeDt will, in their instance, have, as will be 
seen, for its immediate canse, the increase of both 
endowments, viz. probity and intellectual aptitude^ as 
above, on the part of their respective superordinates^ 
having seats in the House. 

L As to probity y — be the office what it may, the 
more correctly, completely, and generally, the busi- 
ness of it is understood, the m<H^ lUfiiciilt will it be 
for improbity, in any shape, on the part of a sab- 
ordinate, to prqiit by any undqe protection, which 
any superordinate.in the of&oe might happen < to be 
disposed to > give to it: and, the more- correct and 
complete the information is, which the superordinate 
possesses in relation to the business of his subordinate, 
the more effectual will be the degree of vigilawce, be 
it\what it* may, with which it may happen to him to 
be disposed to look into, their conduct in this view. 

S^. Again, as to inteUectual^ aptitude^ — appropriate 
intelleotual aptitude,^be the species of information 
what- it may, the moreyr*«^en^^ any such superordU 
pate in office is liable to be called upon in the House 
to furnish it,. the. more frequently will he thereby be 
obliged to. address. himself to this or that subordinate, 
for .information, in relation to such parts, of the busi- 
ness as happien to be more immedis^ly within the 
(phere.of action of such subordinate t^ and, the more 
frequently kndsuddenfy any such subordinate is liable 
to be thus called upon, the more cogent will be the 
motives, by^which he will find faimiiNilf urged to obtain 
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and reCain the most complete mastery, which it is in his 
power to possess, of the business in question : lest, 
in respect of this element of official aptitude, any defi- 
ciency should eventually come to be exposed. 

S. As to active /ofen^^-^apprdpriate active talent^-^ 
by whateoever means^ in these several situations, the 
arraiigement in question promises to be conducive to 
the increase of appropriate intellectual aptitude by th6 
•same means, and in the same proportion it promised 
.to be conducive to this inofe iiQmediately efficient ele^^ 
ment of offipial aptitiide. 

' On the part of official. meii of both descriptions, it 
moreover promises to secure, iii another way, a more 
and more attple measure of appropriate active talent, as 
wdl as intellectual aptitude: viz. by keeping out of the 
respective offices all such unfit persons, as, — either in 
their own opinion^ or in the opinion of those to whom 
it belongs to judge, — are unable to abide such close, 
and continually impending, scrutiny. 

Question 44. In the present state of things, are 
not the business and conduct of official men, in the 
several departments, open in this same way to this 
same sort of scrutiny? — and, such information as 
comes to be wanted^ is it not continually called for, 
and obtained, from them, in and by the House ? 

Answer. To a certain degree, yes : but not upon 
a plan approaching in any degree to the character of 
a complete and adequate one. 

In the superior departments, tfucb as the Treasury, 
the several Offices of Principal Secretary of State 
for Home Affiiirs^-r-of ditto foi* Colonial and Foreign 
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A&irfl5-*^«iid of ditto for the conduot of ite War,«-* 
]Q the Military department^ the Admiralty, aod tlie 
Ordnaoce, it it matter of accident wfaetber the per* 
tfons responsible in the first inttMioe shall be in the 
House of Commons^ in the Nbuse of Loids, or in new 
ther : while» in sereral e€ the svbordmtUe departmental, 
— -sttch as the Excise and Oustonn, the Stamp Office, 
the Assessed Tsk Office, th« Navy Offioii^^ the Vic- 
tualling Office, and others^-^^so it is tiiat, ia pursnance 
of the partial, insincere, and rductant system of pnrifr- 
cation that has been eiiiployed,~4t has^ by powtfvi^ 
law, been made impossible for any person, acqniilfit* 
ed with any part of the bnsiBessi to occnpy a smf la 
the only House of Parliament that worid otherwMe 
have been accessible to him : at if th^^ were atiy 
thing either pernicious, or iaeoiweiiMiit, of ie much 
asunusual^ in a man's having a seat, in an Assembly 
in which he has not a vote« 

Siuestim 44* In the instance of any one of these 
departments, is there then ever any uUirMti deici- 
e^cy in respect of such information^ aa, in the jod^ 
ment of the House, is propw to be oolleeted and 
brought to view ? 

Anmer. Not much perhaps^ if compared with 
that which is actnalfy called fort but much, il com** 
purtd with that which Mghl to he called for, and 
would be called for> if the means of obtaibiiig and 
calling for it were thus prompt, easy, and couApleat, 
li^in the degree ia which, on the prc^osed plan, they 
would be* 

In this or that department that might be mentkmedf. 
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the Navy OAae for iii8taiice,«-^the businefwi of the 
office 18 a chaosy inclofled ia a dark laby rinth» of which 
no clear and comprehensive view has ever yet been 
taken, so mncfa as by any of the persons habitaally 
at work in it. 

Aadt even in the case of such information as, on 
such points on which it is called for> comes to be 
aotnaliy given, the degree of promptitude^ with which 
it is at present fiimtshed, is apt to fidl very short of 
that with which it might and would be furnished, if 
the persons, by whom or under whose direction it 
were to be furnished, were constantly under the eye, 
and at the command, of the House : and many are 
the instances, in which that^ which does not come 
pnm^bf^ and almost at the moment at which it is 
galled for, might, for any use that is or can be made 
af it, as well not have come at all. 

And, though to answer its proper and intended pur* 
poses^ it is altogether necessary, that the matter of 
such information should be put in a written form, — ^yet, 
to every one to whom Jury trial is known, it b mani* 
fest, how uninstractive and unsatisfactory a dead 
mass of written evidence frequently is, in comparison 
of what it would be, if the import of it were upon 
occasion explained and elucidated, and the correct- 
neis and completeness of it secured,<~by apposite 
questions put on the spot by word of mouth, followed 
by immediate and unpremeditated answers, and with 
further questions in case <^ need suggested by those 
answers : and so on till every obscure point were made 
clear :«-«aictly in the same way as, for the conductiBg 
of his own private Imsiness, in the bosom oi bis own 
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family, every head (>f a femily- obtains such infornM' 
tion as he happens to stand in need of, from his own 
children or his own servants. ^ * * 

Question 45. In the case of the House of Lords, 
by what means do the promised advantages promise 
to take place ? 

Answer. By means of that article which provides 
for the correct and compleat taking down, aqd imme- 
diate publishing, of aU speechesi made in the House 
of Commons. 

Question 46. In what way does it promise to be 
productive of those advantages ? 

Answer. 1. In case of a Bill, or other measure, 
sent up from the Commons to the Lords House,*~it 
promises to be productive of a degree of appropriate 
intellectual aptitude as yet unexampled, by furnish* 
ing the Members of that House, — upon whose decisioii 
the fate of every proposed law (not to speak of other 
incidental and miscellaneous measures) depends, — a 
correct, compleat, and authentic representation of the 
several argumentSyhy which it has been supported and 
opposed. 

S. In the same way it tends to secure, in the same 
superior quarter, an increased degree of appropriate 
probity — for, when all the several arguments, which> 
in the case, for example, of a proposed law, have been 
adduced in favour of it,f--when all these arguments 
have been consigned to determinate words^ and those 
words committed ,to writing, together with all the 
arguments that could be found capable of being urged 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



49 

agaitist it on the other side^— <in this case, the mpr^ 
fatisfoctory and cogent the arguftientd in favour ^f it 
appear, the more difficalt will it be for any Member 
of the Upper House to find out and set. in opposition 
to it, any arguments that will bear the test of the 
public eye; or, for the whole House, without any 
warrant afforded on the ground of reason, to venture, 
howsoever uncongenial it may be to particular in* 
terests or favourite prejudices, to reject it. 

Question 47. In the case of the higher classes at 
large, by what means do the promised advantages 
promise to take place ? 

Answer. By means of that article which provides 
for the freqtieni recurrence of Elections,-— in conjunc* 
tioQ with that which prescribes, in relation to the 
several seats, an increased and nearly uniform extent 
to the numbers of the persons sharing in the Election 
franchise. 

Question 48. In what way ? 

Ansiver. In both ways, viz. in the way of inteUec- 
tual aptitude J and in the way oi probity. 

1. In the way oi intellectual aptitude^ — appropriate 
intellectual aptitude — it promises to improve the texture 
of their minds, by bringing within the reach of a much 
greater number of them than at present, the prospect 
of a place in the most efficient seat of government : 
such place being, at the same time tenable, not 
absolutely, but only upon such terms, as, after the 
first year, will leave to each man little hope of his 
being continued in it, in any other event than that 

£ 
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of bis having made manifestation of distingaished ac-' 
the talent^ or at least intelUctual aptitude i and^ by (boa 
giving increase to the number of competitors^ giving 
proportional increase to the exertions made by each, 
in the hope of manifesting his superiority over the 
rest. 

• 2. In the way of probitt/, — ^appropriate probity^— > 
by rendering it the interest, — of every man, who sets 
before his eyes any sach prospect^ at whatsoever 
period of his life it may be his hope to see it realized, — 
to lay a foundation for such hope, by an uniform and 
constant course of kindness and courtesy, as well as 
of justice, towards all persons in whom the success of 
his exertions may be in any degree dependent : and, 
in particular as towards the lozoer classes, which, of 
necessity, are every where the most populous ones. 

In the present state of things, — aBoroagb-boIder, or 
a man of £rst rate opulence, who, by weight of 
metal, is looked upon as able to sink every bark that 
should dare to steer the same course, commands the 
seat, without need of paying any such price for it. 

Question 49* In the case of the lower classes, by 
what means do the promised advantages promise to 
take place ? 

Answer. By means of the article last above men- 
tioned. It being, to so considerable an additional 
extent, as above, the interest of the hig/ier classes, 
to maintain, in their intercourse with the lower 
classes, an uniform and constant course of justice, 
kindness, and courtesy, — hence, by each individual of 
those higher classes, in proportion as his conduct is 
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fashioned by that interest, the feelings of the lower 
classes will be respected, and their interests consulted, 
and treated with regard. 

Oat of the virtue of the higher classes, thus cometh 
forth the comfort of the lower. 

Question 49* These collateral advantages, are 
they all that can be stated, as likely to result from 
the plan, in case of its being adopted, and in pro- 
portion as it is adopted ? 

Answer. If the question be confined to the plan 
itself, meaning the arrangements of which it is com- 
posed, — then so it is that to one or other of the above 
five heads, whatsoever beneficial results can be stated 
as likely to be produced by the plan, would, it is sup- 
posed, be found referable. 

But, if the principles, by which these have been 
suggested, are found to be those which belong to the 
nature of the case— if in the list of objects brought to 
view in the character of ends proper to be aimed at, 
none are included but such as have a just title to a 
place in it, and all are included that have any such 
just title, — ^let this be supposed, and by means of 
these principles, the plan will* in this case, be found 
. capable of being applied to an additional and per- 
fectly distinguishable use : to wit, the serving as a 
test or touchstone, by which the eligibility of every 
other plan, that has been, or that can ever be, brought 
forward, may be tried. 

In the persons of Members, — ^in the persons of the 
Representatives of the People^— is it conducive, — and 
if so, by which of the several arrangements contained 

£2 
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in it; is it conducive^ to probity, to intelligence, to active 
talent? 

By all of them put together, is it thus conducive 
in a sufficient degree? 

The same questions, with regard to the several 
classes o( placemen belonging to the executive branch 
of government? 

The same questions, with regard to the Lords, 
without whose concurrence nothing, in the way of 
legislation, can, on any occasion, be done. 

The same questions, with regard to the several i«- 
canveniences attached^ in the existing state of things, 
to Elections and Election Judicature ? 

Such are the questions, by the application of which 
the eligibility, absolute and comparative, of arty and 
every other plan, would, it is supposed, be rendered 
pretty clearly apparent. 

Strong and sound may that pkn be pronounced, 
that shall have stood examination, upon these inter- 
rogatories: self-convicted of insufficiency, the plan 
that shall have shrunk from the test which th^ 
afford. 

The arrangements themselves can no iarther be pf 
use, than in proportion as they are adopted. But,-^ 
although they should not, any one of them, be adopt- 
ed, — ^yet the principles on which they are grounded, 
and by which they were suggested, might still, in this 
way, be found to be not altogether without their 
use. 

THE END. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The information contained in the ensuing paper is in so high a 
degree apposite and instructive^ that the temptation to reprint it 
in this place could not be resisted. Th^ hand by which it was 
drawn up was that of Mr. iSeadly, author of the Memoirs of 
the life of Dr. Paley^ and other works. To the favor of that 
gentleman, the author of the present tract was some years ago 
indebted for a few copies: 9fid, by the w*ant of acquaintance with 
bis present address, is precluded from the faculty of requesting his 
consent. No bookseller's name being in the title page, it could 
not have been intended for sale: and in proportion as this reprint 
may have the effect of giving increase to its publicity, the gener- 
ous designs, which gave birth to so much well-applied labour, 
cannot but be promoted. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Monday, May \A^h, 1770. 

Thb Earl of Ch ajham^ in moyiog 90 Address to the King, 
to desire he would dissolve the present* parliament, stated, tlial^ 
'' instead of depriving a county of its representativey** attudnig to 
the case of Mr. Wilkes, '' one or more members ought to be 
added to the representation of the counties, in order to operate 
as a balance, against the weight of several corrupt and venal 
boroughs, which perhaps could not be lopped off entirely, witb* 
out the hazard of a public copvulsion.*^ 

• ** Purity of partiSBenti/' aaid his Lordibip, la bis answer to an addreas 
of thnks from tlie dty of London Ibr tbe aliore declaration^ Jone Ut, 1770, 
'< is the comer stono of the Comiponwealth: and as oaa obvioas means to- 
wards this neoessaiy end, to strengthen and extend Uie natnral rehition "be* 
tween the constitution and the elected, I have pnblicly expressed my earnest 
wishes for a more full and eqoal representation, by the addition of one kni^ 
of the shire in the eonnty, as a farther bahmce to the mercenary boroughs^ 
I have thrown ottt this idea with the^t diffidence of a private man« when he 
presumes to suggest any thing new in a high matter. Animated by your ap* 
probation, I shall continue humbly to submit it to the public wisdom, as an 
ol^ct to be moot deiiberalely weighed, aepnrately examhied, and matmely 
digested.* 

And again, hi a Letter to Earl Temple, April I7tfi, 1771, he said, " AHow 
a speculator in a great cliair, to add that a phm for a more equtd mfnanim 
twn, by additional kmghii qftke Mre, seems highly seasonable ; and to shorten 
tbe duration of parliament not less so."* 

* Ahnon's Anecdotes of the Earl of Chatham, gvo. 11. p. 84. and AddresMS 
om tbe Court of Common Conaeil to the Kusg, 1760-70. ie7-e« 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Thunday, March ^Ut, 1776. 

3 Aldbrman Wilkes moyed, <' that leave be given to bring 

v - in a bill, for a just and equal representation of the people of 

'; £ngland in parliament ;'' which being seconded by Alderman 

T' • Bull, was opposed by Lord North, and lost vrithout a division.* 

. ■., . « u ^y ij^M ^^ Hfr, Wilkeiy ** in this case, as to the wretched and de- 
'■C- populated towns and boroughs in general, I fireely own, is amputation. I say 
* with Horace, imulUes ramM oMpiiiaM, ftHcurei iaacril.— I will at this time. Sir, 
only throw ont general ideas, that evsor free agi^nt in this kingdom ahoald in 
my wish be represented in paiiiament; tliat the metropolis which contunt in 
^: itself A aiatfi |Mri«r me people, and the counties nf Middlesex, Yoric, and 
-^ • others^ which so greatly abound with inbabitanti^ should receive an tuGreasa in 
'^0' 1 1 tiietr representation -, that the mean and insignificant boroughs, so emphatically 
stiled the rotten part of our constitution, should [be lopped off, and the elec- 
tors in them thrown into the counties ; and the rich, populous trading towns^ 
Birminf^uun, Manchester, Sheffield, Leeds, and others, be permitted to send 
deputies to the great council of the nation."* 

* Wilkesli Speechesi 1786. 8vo. p. 5^71,— Pariiamentary Register^ 177& 
UI. 4SS-44S. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Friday^ JuneOd, 1780. 

The DuKB OF Richmond was mtroduci&g his bill to restore 
annual parliaments, to procure a more equal representadoDy and 
to regulate the election of Scotch peers, when he was preYented 
from proceeding by the alarming riots in Palace-yard.* 

* By hit Gnice*s bill it was intended to enact and declaray ^ That efeij 
commoner of this realm, excepting intuits, persons of insane mind, and cti- 
minals incapacitated by hiw, hath a natnial, nndienaUe, and eqnal ngfat, tD 
Tote in the election of his representative in paiiiament. That the election nf 
members to serre in the Hoiw^ of Cnniraons onght to be i^nnn^l, Tiiat th% 
manner of electing the Commoos in paiiiament, and all matten and thnaigi 
tespecting the same, be new-modelled accor^Kng to the present- itaAe of 
the kingdom, and the ancient nnalienable rights of the people. That the 
number of mem(>er8 in die House of Commons being 558, the total number of 
electors should be divided by that, to gire the avenge number of those, having 
a right to elect one member." 

^* My sentiments on the salject of partiamentary reform,** said his Grue, in 
.a Letter to the High Sheriff of Sussex, Jan. 17, 1783, ^ are formed on the ex- 
perience of twenty-six years, which, whether in or out of government, baa 
equally convinced me, that the restoration of a genuine House of Commons, by 
a renovation of the rights of the people, is the only remedy against that system 
of corruption, which has brought the nation to disgrace and -poverty, and 
threatens it with the loss of liberty."* 

* Pari. Reg. 1780. XV. 559^366.— Authentic Copy of the Duke of Rich- 
mond's Bill.— Letter to William Frankland, Esq. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



5 



HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Tuesday, May 7th, 1782. 

The Hon. William Pitt moved^ " that a committee be 
appoiDted to enquire into the state of the representation in par- 
liament, and to report to the House their observations thereon." 
He was seconded by Alderman Sawbridge; but Sir Horace 
Mann moving the order of the day^ it was carried by a majority 
of twenty- 
Ayes iGl—Noes 141. 

and the original motion lost.* 

, « 

* Mr. Pitt said, ** ho would not in the present imtancoy call to their view 
or eodeavoar to discon the qnettiooi whether thiB species of reform or that ; 
whether this snggestion or that was the best; and wUch would most com- 
pletely^ tally and square with the orighad frame of the e u u s t itati en ;-4t was 
aimi^ly his porpose to move for the institntion of an inqjoiiy, composed of snch 
men as the Hoase should, in their wisdom, select as the most proper and best 
qualified for investigating this subject, and makmg a report to the House of 
llie best means of carrying into execution a moderate and sobstantisi reimn la 
Uie rspfuseatation of the people."^ 

¥> Pari. Ri^. trm, VII. ia0.141«— WyTiffs Potitical Pspers, L MMtO. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednadatf, May 7, 1783. ' 

Tfl« HoK. WiLLiAic Pitt moved, '' That tbe moat eflfec- 
loal and practicable measures ought to be taken for the better 
preventing both bribery and expense m the election of members 
to serve in parliament. 

2. ** That ¥^henever it shall be proved before a sdect com- 
mittee of the House of CommonS| duly appmnted to 'try and 
determine the merits of any election or return for any place in the 
kingdom, that the majority of the electors had been guilty of cor- 
rupt practices in snch election, it will be proper in all sudi casea^ 
that such place shall from thenceforth be disabled from sending 
representatives to parliament; and that such electors as shall not 
(by due course of law), be convicted of any such corrupt prac- 
tices, shall be enabled to vote at the election of Che tai^htsof the 
shire in which such |>lace shall be situated. 

3. '^ That in order to give further security to the independence 

of parliament, and to strengthen the community of interest b^ 

tween the people and their representatives, which is essential to 

the preservation of our excellent constitution on its true principles, 

it is proper that an addition should be made to that part of the 

representation which consists of members chosen by the counties 

and the metropolis."^ Mr. Henry Duncombe seconded the 

motion, but tbe order of the iay being moved by Mr. Powys, 

was carried. 

Ayes £93, Noes 149.~'Majority 144. 

* Mr. Pitt gave notice to tlie House, tliat if tiie above resotatioas were 
tarried, lieilioaldtlienfflOTeftrleaTeto biisg in a biO to provide for the dit^ 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wtdntsday, June \Qth, 1784. 

, Alpseman Sawbbidoe moved, <' That a comnuttee be ap- 
poialed to eo^uire into the present state of the representation of 
tiw Commons of Great Britain in parliament.*** He was 
seconded by Alderman Newnbam; but Lord Mulgrave movii^ 
the previous question, it was carried, 

Ayes 199, Noes 125. — ^Majority 74. 

* Mr. Sawbridg« went at large into the state of tbe neprctentation ia varioai 
i»9rtB of the coQotry, and asked '^ whetherjBU!;^.a-IZSiem ga^that. which atpre> 
sent preTailed could be caUeif a fiiff, an equitable, or a salisfiictoiy one? His 
object woold oo|w»^»eitti7 be to ba?e all the light which coold be thrown npoa 
the snbjecty collected under the inspection and cogninace of the Honst, that 
they niigbt see whether any thing farther ought to be done or not, and then 
what the speci6c remedy ought to be. His motion bound the House to no 
species of reform, but merely pat the nuitter in progress, and would serve to 
convince tbe people of their sincerity, on a subject where so much expectation 
bad been raised." A similar motion of the Alderman's, on the If th of Biarch 
preceding, had been rejected by the Ibrmer parliament, 141, against 93.* 

* Pari. Reg. XY. 186-213. XIII. 295. 

mbling of such places from sending memben to parliament^ in which the 
minority of electors shall have been proved guilty of corrupt practices; and a 
bill for the better securing tbe independence of pariiament.t 

t Pari. Reg. 1783. IX. 688-736.— Wyvill's Pol. Pap. 253-5. Gi&&rS* 
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HOUSE OF C(»MMON& 

Monday, Jpril l^h, 1785. 

The Right Hon. William Pitt moved, '^ That leave 
be given to bring in a bill to amend the representation of the 
people of England in parliaments'^ which being seconded by 
Mr. Henry Duncombe, the House divided, 

^yes 174, Noes 248. — Majority 74. 

* ^ Hit plan," Mr. Pitt obaeired^ << consisted of two parts; die first was 
more immediafe than the other, bat they were both gradoal. The first was 
calciihi(««l tu pro<lao» on oarly, ifnnt an immediatOy change in the const! tatioa 
of tbe boroughs ; and the second was intended to establish a rale by which the 
representation shonld change with the changes of the cowatiyr~TX-nw^ tliere- 
fore, his intention to provide in the first instance, tfiat the representation of 
tMrty-sik of the most decayed boronghs, whidi shonld be disfianchised on 
their volnutary application to pailiament fi>r an adequate consideration, shonld 
be distriboted among the comities, and that afterwards any which might still 
remain of a simihu* description, shonld have the power of sorrendering tiieir 
franchise, and the ri^t of sending memben be transferred to snch large and 
popolons towns ai should desire it.*^ 

« Pari. Reg. 1785. XYIII. 4S^.— Wyvili's PoL Pap. 372-442« 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

♦ 

Thursday, March 4th, 1790. 

Thb Right Hon. Hbnrt Flood moved, '^ For leave to 
bring in a bill to amend the representation of the people iq 
parliament/' and was seconded by Mr. Grigby; but Mr. Pitt 
threatening to move an adjournment^ the motion was withdrawn;^ 

* ** lijr propofttioDy" said Mr. Flood, ** it that oae baadred members pboald 
be added^ and that they aboald be elected by a numefoiis aad responsible bedy 
of electoia; thieresideot hoiue-bolders la every ^naty :— resideat, becwn^ 
sach persons most be best acquainted ^ ith eTory local circ pniatjlP**^i «*^<<f» 
attend at the place of els«ti<m wiih^e least inconvenience or ezpense to 
themselTes or th« o^»<UdAie; and hoosebolderB, because, being viMters or 
Others of families, they must be sufficiently responsiUe fo be entitM: t» 
franchise. They are the natural guardians of popular liberty in its first stages, 
—without them it Cfomot be retained.* 

* Pari. Reg. 1790. XXVII. 196-2 18.-* WyvilTs Pol. Pap. IL 536-568. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday^ JprU 30th, 1792. 

Mft. Grbt gave notice of his intentioD of moving, in the next 
seaaion of parliament, for a reform in the representation of the 
peo|:iIe; when Mr. Pitt declared his dedded hostility to the 
measure, and was supported in it by several members, who w^e 
usually hostile to his administration.* 

* At « general meeting of tlie fribitds op the pboplb, associated fi>r Ike 
pttipoie of obtainiBg a parliamentaiy raibnn, April 26th, after approving of and 
adopting unanimooslyy an address to the people of Great Britain, on the objects 
«f Umu* mmm^uHaii. it was resolved, 

^ That a motion be made in the House of Commons, at~an eniT-padod in Uie 
next session of parliament, for inu-odacmg a parUameotary reform. 



*^ That Charles Grey, Esq. be reqnested to make, and the Hon. Thomas 
Enkine to second the above motion. 

Signed by the ooanimous order of the meeting, 

W. H. liAMBTOHy Chairman."* 

* Pari. Reg. 1792. XXXII. 449-498.— Proceedings of the Friends of tha 
People, 19y to. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, May 6M, 1793. 

Mb. Gbet presented a petition from certain persons, members 
of the Society of Friends of tqe Peofle, stating with 
great propriety and dbtinctness the defects which at present exist 
in the representation of the people in parliament, which they 
declared themselves ready to prove at the bar ; urging the necessity 
and importance of applying an immediate remedy; and praying 
the House to take the same into their serious consideration.* 
Mr. Grey declined bringing forward any specific plan of reform, 
and moved '^ for the appointment of a committee to take the 
petition into consideration, and report such mode of remedy as 
shall appear to them proper.** The Hon. Thomas Erskine 
seconded the motion, and, after two days' debate, the House 
divided. 

Ayes Al, No<w i&aT.=^M5joi1ry «4i; 

* The petitioaen, in concloding, thiu forcibly recapitulated the objecti of 
their pnyer. 

^ That yoor honoorable House will be pleaied to take nch measnreiy a« to 
year wiidom may seem meet, to remove the evib arising from the oneqoal 
manner la which the different parts of the kingdom are admitted to participate 
in the representation. 

<< To correct the parthd distribution of the elective fianchise^ whidi commita 
the choice of refMvsentatives to select bodies of men of sach limited nomben as 
renden them an easy prey to the artfiili or a ready pnrchase to the wealthy. 

** To regnhite the right of voting upon an uniform and eqdtabie principle. 

** And finally to shorten die dnration of parUaments, and, by removing the 
canseaof thatconfhsion, litigation, and expense, with ^icfa they areat thb day 
conducted, to render ftequeat and new electioBi, what our asceston at the 
Hevolution asserted them to be, the means of a happy union aad good agree- 
ment between the king and people."* 

« Pert. Keg. 1795, XXXV. S75-5ff . 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday^ May mh, 1797. 

Mb* Gbey moved for '^ leave to bring in a bill to reform die 
representation of the people'in the House of Commons,*^ and was 
seconded by the Hon. Thomas Erskine. On a division there 
appeared. 

Ayes 93, Noes d58.-^Majority l65. 

* Mr. Qny pioposed that, <' Infttead iof jiiiMty-two county memberty as at 
prosenty there sboald be 113: instead of two for the county of York, for 
inttanoo, twn far each riifinsr^ and so in other countiesi where the representa- 
tion is not proportionate to the extent of soil and population : that each county 
or riding should be divided into grand ^Tisions, each of iitSkO i rihmA d «tnnt one 
representative, and that the right of election should be extended to copybolderB, 
and to leaseholders for a certain number of years. That the other aieinben 
should be retamed by householders ; that great towns should require a greater 
number of electors to one representative ; that the country should |>e divided 
into districts, and no person permitted to vote for more than ene member; that 
the poll should be taken through the vrhole kingdom in one day; and that the 
duration of parliament should be limited to three years.* 

• Pari. Reg. 1797. Vol. II, 577-657. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday, April £5M, 1800. 

Mb. Gbet moved, '^ thatitbeaninstraction to the committee 
appomted to consider of his majest/s most gracious message 
nespecting the union between Great Britain and Ireland, to take 
into their consideration the most effectual means of .providing for, 
and securing the independence of parliament"* Mr. Tiemey 
seconded the motion, which was rejected on a division, 

Ayes 34, Noes 176.— Majority 142. 

* After objecting to the iocreaied Inflaence of the crown, which might mriie 
from the introdaction of 100 Irish memberf, in the present state of 'the repre- 
senution, Mr. Grey said, "Althimgh- J <■ ■** ' w ** *w*H» - 4» iwcessary ftr 
those, who disq^prove of any specific pbm, to propose a snbstitote, I am ready 
tu •cnie wnac 1 consider calculated to remove some part of the inconveniences 
^liich we apprehend. I wonld suggest that forty of the most decayed botonghs 
shoold be struck off, which would leave a vacancy of eighty memben. I 
should then propose that the ratio, on which Ireland is to have 100 rep^esentih 
ti?es, should be preserved : and the proportion to the remainder 478 would 
give ns 85 members for that country. The county elections would give 69 
members, and 16 remam to be chosen by a popular elecrion, by the principal 
towns. By this motion it is only intended to keep pariiament hi its present 
state, to prevent it from becommg worse.*** 

♦ Pari. Reg. 1800. 11. $47-377. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



14 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Thursday, June I5th, IS09. 

SfR Fbancis Burdett, flMhred, *' That tliis House wilW ^ 
early m the next session of parKanaent;, ' take into cdninrieratioii 
die necessity of a reform in the representatiou/'* Mr. Madockt 
seconded die motion, and the House divided^ 

Ayes 15, Noes 74. — Majority 59- 

* ** My plan,"' said Sir Fhincis Bordett, ^' consists in a tery few, and very 
simple regalations, and as tlie disease we labour under has been caused by the 
disunion of proper^ and political right, ¥diicU reason and the constitotioB say 
should never be separated, the remedy which I shall propose will consist in re* 
QBitiag ihtm asain. For this purpose I shall propose, 

<< That the freeholders, householders, and others, stn^yect^-JwoAt Uxation, 
in support of the poor, the church, and the state, be required to elect mem- 
bers to ser?e inparliaBBent. 

'< lliat each county be snbdiTided according to tiie taxed male popolatioB, 
and eadi subdivision required to elect one representative. 

<' That tbe votes be taken iil each parish by the parish officers ; and all elec- 
tions finished in one and tlie same day* 

** That the parish oiBcers make the returos to the sheriff*^ court to be held 
for tliat purpose at stated periods ; and 

^ That parliaments be brought back to a constittttiooal duration.'** 
* Cobbett's Pari. Deb. XIV. 1M1.1071. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, Afoyfils/, 1810. 

The Hon. Thomas Beand moved, ^' Tfiat a committee 
be «ppointed to inquire into the state of the representatioii of the 
people in parliament, and of the most efficacious meaai d.^eo- 
dering it more complete, and to i;iBport. the same with their. ob- 
servations thereupon to the House.''* He was seconded by 
J and, on a division, there were, 

Ayeallo, Noe8 2S4.~Majority )19. .. 



* Mr. Brand stated^ '' tbat he did not mean to touch the right of voting for 
county menben, except by letting in copyholders, and asstmilating the mode 
of voting in Scotland to the rt^^ ^S tif **'■' ''*^''*T • **"* **"** "'''"■* he left 
tiie right of voting 90 fkx untoached, he should propose to disfranchise Uie 
borougiis, m wiiich the members were retnnied npon the nomination of indi- 
vidoals, and, as the numbers of the House would be diminished in that pro- 
portion, to transfer the riglit of returning such members to populous towns, and 
to apply any surplus to the more popnious counties ; that he wonld recommend 
the duration of parliament to be made triennial, together with a concurrent ar* 
rangement for collecting the votes by districts and parishes. And that, with 
a view to the mdependence of parliament, persons holdmg offices witfaoot re- 
sponsibility should not be suffered to have seats in that Houe.'^ 

* Cobbett's Pftrl. D^b. XVn. 123-164. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Ttiday, May Sthj 1812. 

The Hon. Thomas Branb moved, ** for leave to bring 
in a bill to repeal the act 31 Geoif^e II. c. 14. and to entitle 
oopybolden to vote for knights of the shire.''* The Marquis of 
Tivistock seconded the motton^ and the. House divi^ed^ . 

Ayes 88, Noes 2 1 5. — Majority 1«7. 

* Mr. Brand isid, ^ he would atib propose to gel rid of nondnitioiiy snd 
to throw the representation of the close boroughs into an enhiiiged lepreseo- 
tatioo of the more popnloas connties. One part, therefore, of the plan whicfa 
he had in view, was to bring in a bfll for the abolition of those boroughs, and 
ih«) conseqaent appropriation of a more extensive snfirage to the more popniom 
conntici, ftom wn«nc«-«Mi wi n nU wm tiwM «/ mt^nahen to the di&rent parts of 
the empire would arise. He did not wish to make «M9'4anosa|ioa, but rather 
to restore to the constitution what the great Innovator, Time, had taken from 

* Totes of the House of Commons, 1813, No. SO^Moniing Chronicle, May 
9, l81S.--Cobbett*s ParL Deb. XXII. 
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